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Friday 20 May is Pink Shirt 
Day, when people around 
the world, including here in 
Blenheim, are encouraged 
to put on a pink shirt to 
symbolise their stance against 
bullying.
Mayor John Leggett says Pink 
Shirt Day is all about working 
together to stop bullying 
by celebrating diversity and 
promoting kindness and 
inclusiveness.  “This is the kind 
of Council and community we 
all strive for - a place where 
people feel safe, valued and 
respected, regardless of age, 
sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, ability or cultural 
background,” he said. 
Council’s Health and Safety 
Advisor Anthea Merwood 
said diversity is more visible 
than ever as we continue to 
embrace different cultures and 
identities. “As we spend much 
of our time at work, we all 
deserve to feel comfortable 
within the workplace,” she said. 

Remember to put on your pink shirt on Friday 

Make it Marlborough is back

Autumn is here and the sweeping of 
kerbs, roads and channels is underway. 
Outside of the CBD, sweeping footpaths 
is not part of Marlborough Roads’ 
regular maintenance work unless there is 
a safety risk caused by debris. So if 
you’re able to assist in keeping the 
footpath clear outside your home, 
please pick up a broom. 
Do not sweep the leaves into the 
drainage system. Street flooding can be 
prevented by the simple neighbourly act 
of removing rubbish or leaves from 
roadside drains. However, if there is an 
excess build up please call us so we can 
remove it safely. Residents can help by 
checking their drains when heavy rain is 
forecast. If you’re in a low-lying or 
flood-prone area, clearing away rubbish 
or leaves can avert flooding. After a 
rainstorm it helps everything dry out so 
much faster if water can drain away 
quickly. If you see a blockage or need a 
hand to clear a drain or footpath, get in 
touch by calling Ph: 03 520 7400. 

New coastal forest honours East Coast locals 

Marlburians are being asked 
to be a ‘hospo hero’ with the 
return of the region’s official 
support local campaign, Make 
it Marlborough. 
Originally funded by The 
Economic Action Marlborough 
(TEAM) Group to offset the 
impacts of Covid-19, the 
campaign is making a return 
thanks to the Marlborough 
Chamber of Commerce. 
General Manager Pete 
Coldwell says the Chamber 
approached Council to 
suggest the campaign was 
brought back. The Chamber is 
co-funding it along with 
Mediaworks and Council.
“Over the next seven weeks, 
the Make it Marlborough team 
will be encouraging people to 
shop local and support our 
hospitality community who 
continue to do it tough as a 
result of Covid-19,” Mr 
Coldwell said. 
The campaign will encourage 
businesses to reward their staff 
with local café vouchers. There 
will also be weekly 
competitions to win $20 
vouchers to entice them to 
get out and support 
Marlborough’s hospitality 
sector. TEAM is providing 
$8,000 to the Chamber to run 
the campaign with radio 

“Council offers an employee assistance 
programme, allowing staff to access support in 
a variety of ways including on-site support, 
education and leadership coaching and overall 
assistance with wellbeing.  This year, to coincide 
with Pink Shirt Day, Council will be rolling out 
its ‘Anti-Bullying Policy and Guidance’ for 
consultation with staff,” Mrs Merwood said.
This year the clock tower in Seymour Square 
will also shine pink in support of Pink Shirt Day. 
For more information visit:  
www.pinkshirtday.org.nz

Keen volunteers have been out in force 
to plant 1,000 trees at Mussel Point, 
between Marfells Beach and Cape 
Campbell. The trees commemorate 
the hardships faced by locals after the 
Kaikoura earthquake of November 2016. 
“Mussel Point is an important place of 
solitude, allowing people to recharge 
and recover. We wanted to recognise 
the difficulties that the East Coast locals 
endured and honour their resilience,” 
said Mike Aviss, Council’s Biodiversity 
Coordinator.  
The planting came about through a 
Matariki Tu Rakau grant application, part 
of the One Billion Trees programme. The 
grant provides funds for people to plant 
living memorials that honour members 
of the community. Te Uru Rakau/the NZ 

Forest Service administers the One 
Billion Trees fund.
“Before the earthquake this land was 
beach but it was lifted up above the 
influence of the tides,” Mike said. 
“We will grow a native coastal forest 
behind the beach which will have the 
benefit of shading out the invasive 
marram grass and reducing its impact 
on the environment. The farmland 
behind the strip is recognised as a 
Significant Natural Area and has been 
protected in perpetuity by the owners 
of Cape Campbell farm under a QEII 
Covenant.” “Many thanks to the 
volunteers who helped out.”
For more information on the fund 
go to www.mpi.govt.nz/forestry/funding-
tree-planting-research/matariki-tu-rakau/

Volunteer tree planter Zeke Hoskins 
helped out on the day 

Autumn leaves are falling

advertising on MORE FM, social media and 
café  vouchers to encourage people to shop 
in the Blenheim and Picton CBDs. Councillor 
Mark Peters who is also the Chair of TEAM 
Group says while the TEAM Covid-19 response 
unit has formally concluded its work, it has 
continued to keep an eye on where it could 
contribute to make a difference - and this fits 
well. For more information, including how to 
enter, visit the Make it Marlborough Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/makeitmarlborough

Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s 
e-newsletter Marlborough Matters covers the latest
news and information on Council services and
projects. Stay in the know and sign up today. Visit:
https://bit.ly/MarlCouncilENewsletter

Subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter 




