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Les Misérables 
Blenheim Musical Theatre invites you to 
this famous musical phenomenon. Musical 
theatre lovers will not want to miss this. 
Secure your tickets while you still can, they 
are selling fast!
Now until Sat 28 May 
ASB Theatre Marlborough, Blenheim

Raw Comedy Night
Clubs of Marlborough and Marlborough 
Comedy present another awesome open 
mic night. If you’ve got five minutes of 
original material, here’s your chance to test 
it out on a friendly audience. R18 event.
Thu 19 May: 8.00 pm 
Clubs of Marlborough, Blenheim

Remember to put on your pink shirt tomorrow 

Friday 20 May is Pink Shirt Day, when people 
around the world, including here in Blenheim, 
are encouraged to put on a pink shirt to 
symbolise their stance against bullying.
Mayor John Leggett says Pink Shirt Day is 
all about working together to stop bullying 
by celebrating diversity and promoting 
kindness and inclusiveness.  “This is the kind 
of Council and community we all strive for - a 

place where people feel safe, valued and 
respected, regardless of age, sex, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, ability or cultural 
background,” he said.
Council’s Health and Safety Advisor Anthea 
Merwood said diversity is more visible than 
ever as we continue to embrace different 
cultures and identities. “As we spend much 
of our time at work, we all deserve to feel 
comfortable within the workplace,” she said.
“Council offers an employee assistance 
programme, allowing staff to access support 
in a variety of ways including on-site support, 
education and leadership coaching and 
overall assistance with wellbeing.  This year, 
to coincide with Pink Shirt Day, Council will 
be rolling out its ‘Anti-Bullying Policy and 
Guidance’ for consultation with staff,”  
Mrs Merwood said.
This year the clock tower in Seymour Square 
will also shine pink in support of Pink Shirt 
Day. For more information visit:   
www.pinkshirtday.org.nz

Make it Marlborough is back
Marlburians are being asked to be 
a ‘hospo hero’ with the return of the 
region’s official support local campaign, 
Make it Marlborough.
Originally funded by The Economic 
Action Marlborough (TEAM) Group 
to offset the impacts of Covid-19, the 
campaign is making a return thanks to the 
Marlborough Chamber of Commerce.
General Manager Pete Coldwell says 
the Chamber approached Council to 
suggest the campaign was brought back. 
The Chamber is co-funding it along with 
Mediaworks and Council.
“Over the next seven weeks, the Make it 
Marlborough team will be encouraging 
people to shop local and support our 
hospitality community who continue to do 
it tough as a result of Covid-19,”  
Mr Coldwell said.
The campaign will encourage businesses 
to reward their staff with local café 
vouchers. There will also be weekly 
competitions to win $20 vouchers to 
entice them to get out and support 
Marlborough’s hospitality sector.
TEAM is providing $8,000 to the 
Chamber to run the campaign with radio 
advertising on MORE FM, social media 
and café vouchers to encourage people 
to shop in the Blenheim and Picton CBDs.  

Councillor Mark Peters who is also the 
Chair of TEAM Group says while the 
TEAM Covid-19 response unit has formally 
concluded its work, it has continued to 
keep an eye on where it could contribute 
to make a difference - and this fits well.
For more information, including how 
to enter, visit the Make it Marlborough 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
makeitmarlborough

When you support local, 
you are helping local businesses 

that are the heart 
of their community. 

When you make it Marlborough, 
the benefit stays here.

#makeitmarlborough  #shoplocal

Entrepreneurs reach for the stars at inaugural Startup  
Weekend
So, you want to be a star? A techstar that is.
Marlborough’s entrepreneurs will get their 
chance to shine at the inaugural Techstars 
Startup Weekend Marlborough from 17 to  
19 June.
Council’s Economic Development 
Programmes Manager Mark Unwin says 
the weekend is a chance to learn what it 
takes to create a startup and to experience 
entrepreneurship first-hand. 
“This is a 54-hour event and never 
previously run in Marlborough, so we are 
very excited to see it take place. The goal is 
to inspire, support and empower people to 
become entrepreneurs,” Mr Unwin said.
“If you have a great idea or wonder what 
it would take to be an entrepreneur or just 
want to learn more about problem solving, 
design thinking and startups, this is for 
you,” he said.
Over an action-packed three days, 
participants will meet mentors, investors, 
co-founders and sponsors to show them 
how to get more done faster - and maybe 
even start that business.
All attendees will be assigned to a ‘team’ 
for the weekend with a maximum of  
eight participants.
“A startup needs different types of people 
and skills to make the company successful. 
You might be a creative or someone who 
takes charge, a natural networker or a 
developer who creates awesome websites, 
apps or products from the ground up - a 
successful startup needs all of these skills,” 
Mr Unwin said.
Everyone who participates in the event is 
expected to be present all weekend. 

The event is being run by Business Trust 
Marlborough with Council and Angel 
Investors Marlborough sponsoring the 
event. Tickets cost $49 which includes 
meals throughout.
“We have the best coaches and mentors 
in Marlborough assembled as part of the 
weekend with inspiring workshops to 
improve your startup idea. It is going to be 
an epic weekend filled with fun, surprises 
and new friends,” Mr Unwin said.
To register go to: https://event.techstars.
com/event/oyDQXxi4z6
For more information go to: Techstars 
Startup Weekend Marlborough

Economic Development Programmes Manager 
Mark Unwin says the inaugural Techstars Startup 
Weekend Marlborough is going to be epic

Autumn leaves are falling
Autumn is here and the sweeping of kerbs, 
roads and channels is underway. 
Outside of the CBD, sweeping footpaths 
is not part of Marlborough Roads’ regular 
maintenance work unless there is a safety 
risk caused by debris. So if you’re able to 
assist in keeping the footpath clear outside 
your home, please pick up a broom. 
Do not sweep the leaves into the drainage 
system. Street flooding can be prevented 
by the simple neighbourly act of removing 
rubbish or leaves from roadside drains. 
However, if there is an excess build up 
please call us so we can remove it safely.
Residents can help by checking their drains 
when heavy rain is forecast. If you're in a 
low-lying or flood-prone area, clearing away 
rubbish or leaves can avert flooding. After 
a rainstorm it helps everything dry out so 
much faster if water can drain away quickly.
If you see a blockage or need a hand to 
clear a drain or footpath, get in touch.  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Restoring and Protecting Flora Project delivers boots on the 
ground
Employment is the key aim of the ‘Restoring 
and Protecting Flora Project’ currently 
underway in the Top of the South.
Led by the Nature Conservancy on behalf 
of the Kotahitanga mō te Taiao Alliance - a 
coalition of councils, iwi and DOC across 
Te Tauihu and northern Buller/Kawatiri - the 
project is one of 23 in the region to benefit 
from the Government’s Jobs for Nature 
funding. Of these, ten are affiliated with  
the Alliance.
Council’s Environment Committee recently 
received an update about the project and 
its progress in Marlborough.
Senior Biosecurity Officer Rob Simons, 
who provides operational liaison support 
for the project, says the key aim is boots 
on the ground. “The focus is on providing 
employment through strategic short-term, 
high impact weed control projects in 
ecologically significant areas,”  
Mr Simons said.
The project received $6M over three years 
to fund staff in Buller, Tasman, Nelson 
and Marlborough. “This is not only to help 
our natural environment, but also to give 
people opportunities for employment and 
pathways into careers in the conservation 
sector,” he said.
Council has received a $225,000 portion 
of this funding directly, and $1.98M is 
allocated to deliver weed control on the 
ground through a contract split between 
Marlborough and Nelson City.  
“Council’s role is to facilitate the rollout 
of the project in Marlborough. Over its 

life, we expect to generate over 135,000 
employment hours or 87 full time 
equivalent staff, and benefit thousands of 
hectares of land,” Mr Simons said.
So far, 22 sites have been assessed in 
Marlborough and 11 committed to the 
project. This equates to 2,342 hectares 
with 1,061 hectares of these defined as 
“operational areas”. 
In Marlborough weed work has already 
been delivered across 82 hectares which 
includes six sites in the Wairau Valley and 
the Sounds,” Mr Simons said.
“We have people out in the field doing 
weed control which to date has mostly 
been by hand. More than 2,500 plants have 
been destroyed over 82 hectares including 
willows, wilding pines, barberry and old 
man’s beard to name a few.” 
The removal of these weeds is estimated to 
yield benefit to 1,000 hectares.
“The project is due to conclude in April 
2024, but it is hoped this will be extended 
beyond the Jobs for Nature funding with 
opportunities for additional funding already 
being actively pursued by the Kotahitanga 
mō te Taiao Alliance,” Mr Simons said.
Jobs for Nature is a $1.2 billion dollar  
fund that’s part of the Government’s 
Covid-19 recovery package, designed to 
stimulate the economy through  
nature-based employment.
Other local projects to receive funding 
from Jobs for Nature include the Te Hoiere/
Pelorus Catchment Restoration project and 
Picton Dawn Chorus.

Workers tackle a wild kiwifruit vine in the Marlborough Sounds

New coastal forest honours East Coast locals

Requested removal of gum trees at Churchward Park - have 
your say 
Council wants your feedback on the future of four gum trees growing on the boundary of the 
Kart Raceway at Churchward Park, after receiving a request from the Kart Club that the trees 
be removed. 
The Kart Club says they have reservations about the trees due to the shade they create and 
the leaf litter that falls and blows on to the track. The club also expressed concern about the 
trees’ encroachment on to the track.
A recent arborist’s report says that the trees are in good health and noted there was no sign 
of encroachment on to the track and that these are the only trees on the Kart Club site.
If you’d like to have your say on the trees’ future, please email mdc@marlborough.govt.nz by 
4.00 pm on Friday 27 May. For further information please contact Parks and Open Spaces 
Officer, Robert Hutchinson; Ph: 03 520 7400.
Feedback on the trees’ future will be presented to Council and assessed against the 
provisions of Council’s Tree Policy. 

The four gum trees that the Kart Club has requested be removed 

Crop Swap
Here’s your monthly chance to connect 
with like-minded backyard gardeners to 
swap and share food and produce. Spread 
the word and bring your friends and 
neighbours.
Sat 21 May: 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Crossroads Café, 
2 Redwood Street, Blenheim

Health Act 1956 fees
Council has agreed to the following Health Act 1956 fees for the 2022/2023  
registration year.

Function Fee (GST incl.)

Camping grounds registration $280

Offensive trades registration $115

Hairdressers registration $190

Funeral directors registration $215

Transfer of registration $50

Additional inspection of registered premises $154

Inspection on request $154

Late payment charge for registration renewal $50 per month

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour 
Street. 

Annual Plan consultation hearings
Tuesday 7 June at 8.30 am 
Wednesday 8 June at 8.30 am 
Thursday 9 June at 8.30 am
Council
Monday 13 June at 9.00 am
Times and dates are subject to change;  
Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter
Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s 
e-newsletter Marlborough Matters covers 
the latest news and information on Council 
services and projects. 
Stay in the know and sign up today. Visit: 
https://bit.ly/MarlCouncilENewsletter to 
subscribe.

Keen volunteers have been out in force to 
plant 1,000 trees at Mussel Point, between 
Marfells Beach and Cape Campbell. The 
trees commemorate the hardships faced 
by locals after the Kaikōura earthquake of 
November 2016.
“Mussel Point is an important place of 
solitude, allowing people to recharge 
and recover. We wanted to recognise 
the difficulties that the East Coast locals 
endured and honour their resilience,” 
said Mike Aviss, Council’s Biodiversity 
Coordinator.  
The planting came about through a 
Matariki Tu Rākau grant application, part 
of the One Billion Trees programme. The 
grant provides funds for people to plant 
living memorials that honour members 
of the community. Te Uru Rākau/the NZ 
Forest Service administers the One Billion 
Trees fund.
“Before the earthquake this land was 
beach but it was lifted up above the 
influence of the tides,” Mike said. 
“We will grow a native coastal forest 
behind the beach which will have the 
benefit of shading out the invasive marram 

grass and reducing its impact on the 
environment.  The farmland behind the 
strip is recognised as a Significant Natural 
Area and has been protected in perpetuity 
by the owners of Cape Campbell farm 
under a QEII Covenant.”
“Many thanks to the volunteers who 
helped out.”
For more information on the fund go to 
www.mpi.govt.nz/forestry/funding-tree-
planting-research/matariki-tu-rakau/

Volunteer tree planter Zeke Hoskins helped out 
on the day
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