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Work on Marlborough’s new district 
library and art gallery is moving 
indoors, as the external and internal 
framing reaches completion and the 
last of the ground floor windows are 
installed.
Council Projects and Contracts Manager 
Maighan Watson said “solid progress” 
was made on the building over the 
last month, and sub-contractors were 
now working on ducting for heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning, 
pipework in bathroom areas and data 
systems.
Indoors, the installation of wall linings 
has started with plywood to the internal 
walls of the new art gallery now 
complete.
“The contractor has reported they are 

on schedule, with some items running 
ahead of programme.”
With the roof completed at the 
beginning of March, the next few 
weeks will see the exterior cladding and 
glazing continue. Construction of the 
building, led by Robinson Construction, 
is expected to be finished in December, 
followed by the internal fit-out.
When completed, the $20M building 
- which received $11M from the 
Government’s Provincial Growth Fund 
and has been described by Mayor 
John Leggett as a “game changer” 
for Blenheim’s CBD - will be home 
to the Marlborough District Library, 
the Millennium Public Art Gallery, a 
café and community meeting rooms 
available for hire.

“Solid progress” on Marlborough’s new 
library and art gallery

Annual plan consultation closing soon

A concerted community effort is 
transforming a little-known reserve on the 
edge of the Opaoa River near Blenheim.
Council Parks and Open Spaces Officer 
Robin Dunn says the small ecological 
reserve on the edge of the Opaoa River 
at the end of Marshall Place is home to 
several semi mature kahikatea and beech 
trees as well as other native species. 
“The area has educational, recreational 
and ecological value however it has been 
difficult to access and therefore is in need 
of some care and attention,” Mr Dunn said.
“The Marlborough Forest and Bird Society, 
Blenheim Lions and Marlborough Boys’ 
College’s Leos Club all expressed the desire 
to enhance the Reserve and involve local 
school groups to visit and be involved in 
its restoration,” he said.
The Leos Club has secured $1,000 towards 
the enhancement work with funds directed 
to track construction, plants, and a new 

entrance sign.
“The Kaikoura earthquake caused a 
number of fissures, large cracks in the 
ground, at the Reserve. These have now 
been filled and a new gravel track has 
been created which meanders through the 
area,” Mr Dunn said.
Around 150 locally sourced plants have 
already been planted thanks to twenty 
people who took part in a working be 
held at the end of March. Forest and Bird 
Society, Blenheim Lions, Marlborough 
Boys’ College’s Leos Club, Marlborough 
Landscape Group and Council staff were 
represented at the planting. 
“This is a good example of the community 
coming together with Council to achieve 
some great gains for education and 
recreation at a site of ecological value. 
This Reserve is a wee gem, and it will be 
another lovely spot near Blenheim for the 
public to explore,” Mr Dunn said.

Makeover underway for Opaoa/Marshall 
Place nature reserve 

Marlborough’s 2022 Youth Council are 
rolling up their shelves and hosting 
two free events to celebrate New 
Zealand’s Youth Week. 
Youth Week from 7 to 15 May is a 
nationwide festival of events organised 
by young New Zealanders to celebrate 
the talents, passion, and success of 
local young people.
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie 
Griffiths said the Youth Council had 
created some simple outdoor events 
for young people to get out and have 
some fun. “It’s all about connecting 
again after such an extended period 
of Covid disruptions,” she said.
The first event is being held at 
Churchill Glade from 3.00 pm - 6.00 
pm on Saturday 7 May and is open 
to 12 to 18 year-olds. Activities will 
include a climbing wall, zorb balls, 
obstacle course, inflatables, and other 
games. There is no cost.

A week to 
celebrate youth in 
Marlborough

Public submissions on Council’s Annual Plan 
2022-23 Consultation Document close at 
5.00 pm on Tuesday 10 May.
This year’s budget proposal maintains 
current levels of service and a strong 
capital expenditure programme focused on 
delivering Marlborough’s core infrastructure 
needs.
The proposed rates increase of 5.37 per 
cent is driven largely by external factors 
- inflationary pressure, new Government 
requirements, increased labour costs and 
supply chain issues, which are impacting on 
all of New Zealand’s councils. The Council 
has made use of its Infrastructure Upgrade 
and Depreciation Reserves, assumed the 
receipt of $1.3M of funding from the 
Government’s Three Waters Well Being 
package, and allocated $4.3M from the 
Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve to reduce the 
impact on rates. 
Councillors supported a number of 
proposed new expenditure items, mainly 
requests for increased levels of service. To 
find out more, go to www.marlborough.
govt.nz to read the Consultation Document.
The online form is the quickest and easiest 
way to make a submission. Simply go to 
our Have Your Say - Consultations web 
page and follow the online prompts. Please 
indicate in your submission if you’d like to 
speak at a public hearing.
A hard copy of the submission form can 
be printed from the website or collected 

Volunteers gather for a planting morning at the Opaoa/Marshall Place Forest 
Reserve recently

A second Youth Week event is at the 
Renwick Sports and Event Centre 
domain from 4.00 pm - 6.00 pm on 
Friday 13 May, also open to 12 to 18 
year-olds. Activities will include a skate 
competition (some boards will be 
available to borrow), obstacle course 
and other games. This event is also 
free.
“There are also a number of great 
youth events happening at MySpace 
and around Marlborough,” Mrs 
Griffiths said.
For more information on Youth Week 
go to: www.arataiohi.org.nz/youthweek 
and for more details on local events 
go to: www.follow-me.co.nz 

from Council’s Blenheim or Picton offices, or 
from Marlborough District Libraries. All hard 
copies must be returned before close of 
business on Tuesday 10 May.
Send your submission to:  
annualplan@marlborough.govt.nz
Hearings take place on 7, 8 and 9 June. The 
Council will meet to consider submissions 
on 13 June and to adopt the Annual Plan 
2022-23 on 30 June.
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