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The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone is welcome to attend. A copy of 
the agenda will be available online and at 
Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street.
Council 
Thursday 19 May at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change  
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

It’s back for 2022! Get ready to challenge 
and enjoy yourself at the most picturesque 
running event in NZ, right here on your 
doorstep. Will you take on the 12km V12 or is 
this the year for the full half marathon?
Sat 7 May: 9.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Saint Clair Family Estate,  
Selmes Road, Rapaura

Saint Clair Vineyard Half 
Marathon 2022

Marlborough Youth Trust:  
NZ Youth Week Events
This year’s NZ Youth Week runs from 7 to 
15 May and Marlborough Youth Trust has a 
whole host of events lined up for youth aged 
12 to 24 years. Be sure to check them out!
Fri 6 to Sun 15 May 
MYSpace, 18 Kinross Street, Blenheim

Annual plan consultation closing soon 
Public submissions on Council’s Annual Plan 2022-23 Consultation Document close at 
5.00 pm on Tuesday 10 May.
This year’s budget proposal maintains current levels of service and a strong capital 
expenditure programme focused on delivering Marlborough’s core infrastructure needs.
The proposed rates increase of 5.37 per cent is driven largely by external factors - 
inflationary pressure, new Government requirements, increased labour costs and supply 
chain issues, which are impacting on all of New Zealand’s councils. The Council has 
made use of its Infrastructure Upgrade and Depreciation Reserves, assumed the receipt 
of $1.3M of funding from the Government’s Three Waters Well Being package, and 
allocated $4.3M from the Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve to reduce the impact on rates. 
Councillors supported a number of proposed new expenditure items, mainly requests for 
increased levels of service. To find out more, go to www.marlborough.govt.nz to read the 
Consultation Document.
The online form is the quickest and easiest 
way to make a submission. Simply go to 
our Have Your Say - Consultations web 
page and follow the online prompts. Please 
indicate in your submission if you’d like to 
speak at a public hearing.
A hard copy of the submission form can be 
printed from the website or collected from 
Council’s Blenheim or Picton offices, or 
from Marlborough District Libraries. All hard 
copies must be returned before close of 
business on Tuesday 10 May.
Send your submission to:  
annualplan@marlborough.govt.nz
Hearings take place on 7, 8 and 9 June. The 
Council will meet to consider submissions 
on 13 June and to adopt the Annual Plan 
2022-23 on 30 June.

Weed cutting brings water level down
The recent high water level in the Taylor River in Blenheim, due to the build-up of weed in 
the lower Ōpaoa River, has dropped significantly.
That’s because the Council’s weed cutter boat was repaired and experienced contractor 
Dave Fowler has been in action on the water.
A variety of aquatic weeds grow prolifically in the Taylor and Lower Ōpaoa Rivers.  If left 
unmanaged the weed raises water levels and becomes unsightly. Downstream of State 
Highway 1 in the lower Ōpaoa the weed is cut three times a year using the weed cutter boat.
Council also removes weed growth from the Taylor River upstream of Raupō by digger and 
weed rake.

“Solid progress” on Marlborough’s new library and art gallery
Work on Marlborough’s new district library and art gallery is moving indoors, as the 
external and internal framing reaches completion and the last of the ground floor windows 
are installed.
Council Projects and Contracts Manager Maighan Watson said “solid progress” was made 
on the building over the last month, and sub-contractors were now working on ducting for 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning, pipework in bathroom areas and data systems.
Indoors, the installation of wall linings has started with plywood to the internal walls of the 
new art gallery now complete.
“The contractor has reported they are on schedule, with some items running ahead of 
programme,” Ms Watson said.
With the roof completed at the beginning of March, the next few weeks will see the 
exterior cladding and glazing continue. Construction of the building, led by Robinson 
Construction, is expected to be finished in December, followed by the internal fit-out.
When completed, the $20M building - which received $11M from the Government’s 
Provincial Growth Fund and has been described by Mayor John Leggett as a “game 
changer” for Blenheim’s CBD - will be home to the Marlborough District Library, the 
Millennium Public Art Gallery, a café and community meeting rooms available for hire.

Council helps farmers to fight hill country erosion
The Hill Country Erosion Fund Programme is set for another successful year of supporting 
farmers to plant trees and combat erosion on marginal farmland. 
With Marlborough’s diverse land area, nearly 90 per cent is classified as hill country 
with much of it either eroding or prone to erosion. This Council programme supports 
landowners looking to address these issues through retiring marginal farmland, pole 
planting, native regeneration, or advice on site-specific alternatives.
“This fund, in partnership with Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI), has been a win-
win, helping farmers with erosion while reducing sediment entering waterways in 
Marlborough’s hill country,” Environmental Scientist Matt Oliver said. 
The last planting season, more than 5,000 native plants across 49 hectares were planted 
across retired marginal hill country. This winter, the programme is aiming to supply 
landowners with 20,000 native plants to retire marginal pastureland and return it to  
native vegetation. 
“The loss of productive land through erosion has a significant impact on the environment 
and the economy,” said Mayor John Leggett, who chairs the Environment Committee. 
“Erosion and its effects in hill country areas are estimated to cost New Zealand's economy 
$100M to $150M a year. By reducing erosion in the upper catchment areas, we are 
reducing costs downstream, such as flood-control structures in the lower areas,” he said.
In 2017, Council established a Land Resources unit to address erosion and water quality on 
a catchment-by-catchment basis. The programme runs through to June 2023, which the 
Council is seeking to extend with MPI. 
For more information about the programme and funding available, contact Land Resources 
Advisor James Mills-Kelly at: james.mills-kelly@marlborough.govt.nz 

Burn cleanly this winter
Make sure you’re doing your bit to ensure 
our air is cleaner this winter.
Did you know that open fires, inefficient 
wood burners and poor wood burning 
practices contribute to Blenheim’s winter air 
pollution? 
If your home still has an open fire, installing 
a heat pump or new wood burner is a 
good alternative. Open fires are no longer 
permitted in new house builds in town. 
If your wood burner is older than 15 years 
please replace it with a newer model that is 
compliant with the National Environmental 
Standard for Air Quality. These burners 
produce more heat and less air pollution. 
If you are intending on using a fire this 
winter, here are some tips to help burn 
cleanly:
•  Use only dry, seasoned wood - it takes 8 to 

12 months for new wood to dry
•  Buy wood from a reputable supplier
•  Denser wood such as gum or macrocarpa 

burns longer and generates more heat
•  Store wood properly; stack it in a covered, 

dry place with good ventilation
•  Never burn treated or painted timber - it 

produces toxic gases. Treated timber has a 
light green tinge and stamps on the wood

•  Get your fire professionally cleaned and 
checked to ensure it is working properly

•  Use lots of newspaper and dry kindling to 
light the fire and ensure it’s burning well 
before adding more wood

Council encourages the use of heat pumps 
and modern, ultra-low emission burners 
that emit less smoke than the older, more 
polluting burners. To assist you in the move 
to clean home heating, the Council offers 
an energy efficiency funding service to 
ratepayers, for an approved home clean 
heating installation. 
For more information on this scheme visit: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/
energy-efficiency/home-clean-heating

Keep an eye out for Bomarea
Council is seeking reports of the invasive vine Bomarea multiflora, an ornamental garden 
escapee originally from South America. Bomarea has just been discovered in Marlborough 
at Waitaria Bay in the Sounds. Public vigilance is one of our best tools in finding any  
other plants. 
Bomarea is shade and frost tolerant and has dense masses of fleshy, tuberous roots. It 
smothers supporting trees and prevents the growth of natives and understorey plants by 
blocking their light. Its seed is dispersed by birds and its root tubers spread on creeping 
underground stems. 
Bomarea has long, pointed, pale green leaves. Its tubular flowers are a dark reddish-
orange on the outside and yellow inside with dark spots. They hang in clusters and appear 
from summer to winter. Round, bright orange fruit also develop between May and August. 
If you think you have found Bomarea, please contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: 
biosecurity@marlborough.govt.nz
Initially Council will take responsibility for any new infestations that are found.

Credit: Weedbusters

Be Council’s eyes and ears
Marlborough’s playgrounds, parks and open spaces are there for all to enjoy.
If you have found damage or seen someone acting suspiciously in an area where there 
is vandalism, please call the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400. Even after hours, the Council’s 
reserves ranger is available for urgent matters.
Safety is paramount so if you do come across someone intentionally damaging Council 
facilities, please call the Police on 111.

Queen Elizabeth II Award of Music
Notice is given that the Committee administering the above fund will give consideration 
to an award or awards to the Marlborough/Kaikōura candidate (or candidates) 18 years of 
age or under, who in 2021 passed the Royal School of Music or Trinity College of Music 
examinations Grade VIII instrumental or Grade VI vocal (whether or not the candidate was 
examined within the Marlborough or Kaikōura districts).
The residency qualifications are a minimum of one year for residents of Marlborough/
Kaikōura, although students who happen to be temporarily living in other areas are eligible.
The Awards Committee will consider nominations received. It is at their discretion whether or 
not to make an award.
Nominations must be received in writing addressed to the District Secretary, Marlborough 
District Council, PO Box 443, Blenheim 7240 on or before Friday 27 May 2022.
There are no nomination forms, but it would be of assistance for the Awards Committee 
to receive background information in support of any nomination lodged, including any 
examination result reports.
Any queries should be directed to Tony Quirk at tony.quirk@marlborough.govt.nz
John Leggett 
Mayor

Ōpaoa Loop Herbicide Spray
As part of the Ōpaoa River Loop’s annual weed maintenance, the herbicide Reglone is 
being applied from 16 May 2022.
Property owners adjoining the Loop should not take watercress or use this water for 
irrigation or stock at this time. All reasonable precautions should be taken to ensure pets 
and domestic animals do not drink from this water for at least 48 hours following the spray 
application. Water levels may change within the Loop due to control gate operations.
Any alterations to the proposed programme will be publicly notified. The spray operation is 
in accordance with the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2 Sec 2.16.11.
For further enquiries please contact Steve Bezar on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.
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