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Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter
Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s e-newsletter ‘Marlborough Matters’ covers the 
latest news and information on Council services and projects. Stay in the know and sign up 
today. Visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/council-enewsletter to subscribe.

Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and  
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood  
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard  
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for 
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 

Teddy Bears Picnic Cushion Concert
Get your friends and family together for a picnic in 
the ‘park’. Bring your picnic rug and food and join 
Marlborough District Brass Band for an evening of 
light interactive family entertainment. Entry is free, 
donations appreciated.
Sun 22 Nov: 5.00 pm - 6:30 pm
Marlborough Convention Centre

Waikawa Marae - Ngā Hua o Te Tau 
Ihu Night Market
Enjoy an evening celebrating Te Ao Māori 
at Waikawa Marae. There will be kapa haka, 
entertainment and music playing throughout 
the evening, stalls selling Māori arts and crafts, 
bouncy castles, games for the kids and of course, 
delicious kai. Everyone is welcome.
Fri 20 Nov: 4.00 pm - 9.00 pm
Waikawa Marae, 210 Waikawa Road

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

An Intimate Evening with Stan Walker
Here’s your chance to see Stan Walker like you’ve 
never seen him before. In this one night show he 
will discuss his memoir ‘Impossible’ with Mike King 
and perform acoustic renditions of some of his 
greatest hits. Take this opportunity to meet the 
man behind the music and hear what really went 
down on the way to the top.
Sun 22 Nov: 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Middle Renwick Road (State Highway 6) in 
Blenheim is getting much-needed cycle 
lanes thanks to some welcome funding 
from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency. 
Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick said the 
project seeks to increase cycling and 
improve safety by extending the cycle 
lanes between the Westwood Business 
Park and the Murphys Road/Battys Road 
roundabout. 
“This is an important part of completing 
the Blenheim urban cycle network and 
encouraging more people to get on their 
bikes,” he said.  
“We know there is pent up demand - we 
saw many more cyclists out and about 
during lockdown. Blenheim, with its flat 
geography, is an ideal biking environment.” 
“This upgrade will provide a separate, 
defined lane for cyclists and a painted 
buffer line between the cycle lane and 
the traffic lane. This also makes it much 
easier for drivers to pass cyclists at a safe 
distance.”

The public are invited to view the designs 
and submit feedback.
•  Come along to a drop-in session at 

PAK’nSAVE, Blenheim on Tuesday 24 
November from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm; or 
Saturday 28 November, from 11.00 am to 
1.00 pm.

•  Call in to the Marlborough District Council 
office at 15 Seymour Street or go to the 
Blenheim Library.

•  Go to the project page on the website 
https://bit.ly/MRRCycleLanes

Consultation is open until 5.00 pm on 
Monday 14 December.
Walking and Cycling Coordinator Braden 
Prideaux said surveys indicated there were 
up to 100 cyclists using this stretch of road 
each day, including school students. 
“Between 2015 and 2019, there were 16 
crashes on this section of road, with six 
involving cyclists. By creating a much safer 
urban cycle network in Blenheim, we’re 
confident cyclist numbers will increase.”

Have your say on Middle Renwick Road cycle lanes

More than 700 Marlborough primary school 
children learnt tools to keep themselves 
safe at the annual Clued Up Kids last week.
The week-long multi-agency programme 
teaches children confidence and life skills 
to help them stay safe in a range of real-life 
scenarios.
Marlborough District Council Emergency 
Management Officer Gary Spence has 
been part of the team delivering Clued Up 
Kids for the past 15 years. 
“Children get to experience all aspects of 
emergencies, spending 15 minutes at each 
exercise over a full day at Brayshaw Park. 
This includes civil defence, home safety, 

Police, animal control, harbourmaster,  
St John, rail and Fire and Emergency,” he 
said.
Over a period of two years all primary 
schools in Marlborough get the opportunity 
to take part.
Marlborough Emergency Management 
Group Manager Brian Paton said children 
get to experience ‘the shakey house’ and 
take the opportunity to embed the drop, 
cover and hold response. 
“It’s exhausting by the end of the week 
but as past surveys have established, the 
messages are remembered by the students 
afterwards,” he said.

Cluing up Marlborough kids

The following meetings are open to 
the public and anyone can attend. The 
agendas will be available online and from 
the Council’s office at 15 Seymour Street, 
Blenheim.
Environment  Committee 
Thursday 19 November at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 26 November at 9.00 am 

Council
Thursday 10 December at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation. 
For further information visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
meetings

Marlborough Foodbank Street Appeal 
2020
Listen out for the sirens as volunteers collect 
donations around your neighbourhood in this 
year’s Foodbank Street Appeal. Please give 
generously if you can. In the event of bad weather 
the event will be postponed to 30 November.
Mon 23 Nov: 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm
Around the region

Wheels are in motion and the finish line is 
in sight for the final stages of the Renwick 
wine trail, which will traverse 23.9 km of the 
area’s vineyards and cellar doors.
Council’s Assets & Services Committee 
recently approved $1,045,000 from the 
existing long term walking and cycling 
budget to complete the trail, conditional on 
easements being secured with landowners. 
This is in addition to $225,000 already 
allocated in the 2020/21 budget.
Committee Chair Nadine Taylor says the 
completion of the multi-use trail will provide 
welcome recreational opportunities for 
Marlborough locals and visitors.
“Council’s Walking and Cycling Strategy 
aims to maximise off-road walk and cycle 
opportunities for tourism and recreation. 
This funding decision achieves both. It 
will help realise the long-held community 

vision for the Renwick wine trail, while 
providing an exciting new tourism offering 
for Marlborough.” 
“There are already 15.2km of existing 
shared use paths in the Renwick area for 
walkers and cyclists, including 11.5km on 
Council-managed stop banks or on private 
land. This final section of trail will add an 
extra 8.7km and we are very appreciative 
of the support already shown by local 
landowners for this community project,” 
she said.
An easement is a right agreed between a 
landowner and another party to use a part 
of a property for a particular purpose, and 
can be registered against the property's 
title. The proposed trail crosses 22 
land titles, 17 of which are owned by 13 
individuals or corporates. The remaining 
five are public land.

Finish line in sight for Renwick wine trail

This image shows the proposed new configuration of Middle Renwick Road, looking west

Jacksons Road Path officially opened

Walking and cycling off-trail in Marlborough just got another boost with the opening of 
the 1.3km Jacksons Road Path. From left, councillors Francis Maher, Nadine Taylor and 
Cynthia Brooks with Mayor John Leggett and Bike Walk Renwick representatives Steve Hill 
and John Kershaw open the trail

A ‘visionary’ new regional park along the 
banks of the lower Wairau River will be the 
first of its kind in Marlborough.
Last week the Council’s Assets & Services 
Committee decided to contract a project 
manager to draft a new Regional Park 
Management Plan and oversee a public 
consultation process.  It will include 
partnering and co-designing the plan with 
mana whenua iwi and seeking feedback 
from the community and river users on 
opportunities and ideas for managing the 
river as a regional park. This process is 
expected to take up to 14 months.
Committee Chair Nadine Taylor said the 
project was visionary and would safeguard 
and strengthen the natural values of 
Marlborough’s iconic Wairau River. “The 
river is the lifeblood of our region. This 
status will lift it up to be protected and 
acknowledged as the treasured taonga that 
it is.” 
The regional park, from the confluence of 
the Waihopai River to the sea, will protect 

and enhance the river and its environs as 
well as encourage positive recreational use, 
in line with flood protection measures.
“It will help to better manage conflicts 
between users, address undesirable 
activity and reduce the spread of noxious 
weeds. It will also provide numerous 
opportunities for amenity enhancements, 
such as native planting groves, safer 
walking and cycling tracks, horse riding, 
fishing, rafting and swimming.”
First mooted by the Marlborough 
Landscape Group during the 2020 Annual 
Plan submission process, Council has 
approved $30,000 to be funded towards 
the project from the Forestry and Land 
Development Reserve in the 2020/21 
financial year.
More information about the public 
consultation process will be made available 
once confirmed. The committee decision is 
subject to ratification at the next full Council 
meeting on Thursday 10 December.

Wairau River Regional Park plan gets green light 

The Assets & Services Committee has 
approved just over $3.2 million to fund 
local facilities through its Land Subdivision 
Account, funded by levies charged to 
developers for reserves and community 
facilities. Parks, reserves, sportsgrounds 
and playgrounds across the district will 
receive the boost.
Funds have been allocated across a range 
of projects including new drinking fountains 
at the Wither Hills Farm Park and Mountain 
Bike Park; the resurfacing of netball, 
basketball and tennis courts in Blenheim, 

Havelock, Seddon and Spring Creek; new 
lighting on Picton’s London Quay and an 
upgrade to Picton’s Memorial Park; gravel 
surfacing the Snout Track and widening 
the Bob’s Bay Track; upgrading the lighting 
and parking area at the Queen Charlotte 
Lookout; and building a new access way to 
Kahikatea Reserve in Spring Creek.
The projects have been approved for 
the year ending 30 June 2021, subject to 
ratification at the full Council meeting on 
Thursday 10 December.

New funding for parks, playgrounds and sportsgrounds 

Marlborough’s tourism offerings were in 
the spotlight last weekend at the Brilliant 
Backyard Expo held at the Marlborough 
Convention Centre.
Organised by regional tourism organisation 
Destination Marlborough, the expo 
provided the opportunity for locals to meet 
face to face with tourism operators and 
discover what's out there in Marlborough’s 
‘brilliant’ backyard. The expo drew a great 
response from Marlborough locals with 330 
people through the doors on the day. 

More than 30 local tourism businesses 
took part ranging from Marlborough 
Sounds’ accommodation, cruises, water 
taxis, kayaking, biking and a wildlife 
sanctuary, to wineries, wine touring and 
biking wine tours. Accommodation was 
also represented with hotels, bed and 
breakfasts and resorts alongside aviation, 
museums, ferries and the Coastal Pacific.
There were prize draws, deals for locals 
and a chance to find out more about all the 
possibilities for getting out and exploring 
Marlborough this coming summer.

Exploring our brilliant backyard

Pip Hally from PMH Aviation talks all things tourism to members of the public at the Brilliant 
Backyard Expo held last Saturday (Credit: Tracey Green)

Do you want to keep pest weeds off your 
property?
NZ Landcare Trust, in association with Beef 
+ Lamb New Zealand, are holding a field 
day on Friday 4 December at the Awatere 
Community Hall in Seddon.
Pitched at farmers wanting to protect their 
land from biosecurity risks, the programme 
will focus on controlling Chilean Needle 
Grass (CNG), Nassella Tussock (NT) and 
wilding pines.
Learn the findings of the EQ Biosecurity 
Project including the outcome of  
on-farm drilling and over-sowing trials  
on CNG and NT paddocks, chemical 
topping of CNG and the CNG risk from 
cattle. There will also be a hands-on chance 
to learn how to identify CNG and the South 
Marlborough Landscape Restoration Trust 
will give a wilding pine control update.
To attend, register at: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FVR5JC9

Fight back against plant pests

On Sunday 6 December the following 
portions of the streets listed below will be 
closed to ordinary vehicle traffic from  
1:00 pm to 4:30 pm for the Picton 
Christmas Parade:
• High St: Broadway to London Quay
• Waikawa Rd: High St to Wellington St
•  Wellington St: Waikawa Rd to London 

Quay
•  London Quay: Wellington St to Auckland 

St (SH1)
• Dublin St: High St to Auckland St (SH1)
A Rolling Closure (Police Escort) will be on 
Auckland St: Dublin St to the Picton Railway 
Station.
During the period of closure, ordinary 

vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer 
of the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety 
Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 
342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.
JOHN LEGGETT
MAYOR

Temporary road closure - Picton Christmas Parade 
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