Sounds News

Exploring our brilliant backyard
Marlborough’s tourism offerings
were in the spotlight last weekend
at the Brilliant Backyard Expo held
at the Marlborough Convention
Centre.
Organised by regional tourism
organisation Destination Marlborough,
the expo provided the opportunity for
locals to meet face to face with tourism
operators and discover what’s out there
in Marlborough’s ‘brilliant’ backyard.
The expo drew a great response from
Marlborough locals with 330 people
through the doors on the day.

More than 30 local tourism businesses
took part ranging from Marlborough
Sounds’ accommodation, cruises, water
taxis, kayaking, biking and a wildlife
sanctuary, to wineries, wine touring
and biking wine tours. Accommodation
was also represented with hotels, bed
and breakfasts and resorts alongside
aviation, museums, ferries and the
Coastal Pacific.
There were prize draws, deals for locals
and a chance to find out more about
all the possibilities for getting out and
exploring Marlborough this coming
summer.

He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Reminder to apply now for Working
for Nature grant
With applications closing in just
over a week’s time now is your
chance to apply for Council’s new
environmental grant programme,
Working for Nature/Mahi mō te
Taiao

Applications for the $70,000 fund are
only available via the Council website,
and allow landowners, businesses and
community organisations to apply for
funding to help restore and protect native
habitats. Projects can take place on
public, private or Māori-owned land.
This fund was created to build on the
success of the Tui to Town and Greening
Marlborough programmes, which are
replaced by the new, expanded scheme.

The programme not only allocates more
funding for environmental grants, but
also expands what the funds can be
used for.
Applications are assessed on benefits to
the environment, project viability, level
of collaboration from outside sources,
landowner contributions, ongoing
maintenance for the project, and how
well the project aligns with the goals of
the grant scheme guidelines, which can
be found on the Council website.
Applications close on Friday 27
November and successful applicants will
be notified by Christmas. Any funds not
allocated may be subject to additional
funding rounds in 2021.
For more information or to apply, go to
http://bit.ly/MahiMoTeTaio

Pip Hally from PMH Aviation talks all things tourism to members of the public at the
Brilliant Backyard Expo held last Saturday (Credit: Tracey Green)

Council’s Harbours team - working to
ensure our waterways are safe for
everyone to enjoy.
Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit: www.msmarinas.co.nz
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