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YOUR LOCAL NEWS FROM THE
MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
Renwick reservoir construction complete

Construction of Renwick’s new 1,500 m³ reservoir at 24 River Terrace is complete, marking
the end of the first stage in a three-year programme to improve Renwick’s drinking water.
Work on the new reinforced concrete reservoir began in April last year and was completed
on schedule despite a slight delay due to COVID-19. The new reservoir is three times bigger
than the town’s previous storage capacity.
Operations and Maintenance Engineer Stephen Rooney says the reservoir is the first step in
a significant investment in long-term water management for Renwick which will help get the
town through Marlborough’s dry summers.
“This is a great result. The wells have been connected to the new reservoir and are piping
water to the people of Renwick in time for summer.”
The next step in the process is the construction of the town’s new water treatment plant.
Due to the constrained site, construction of the new plant could only begin after the
reservoir was finished.
“Council is buying a small property near the reservoir for the construction of the water
treatment plant. This site will provide a larger area for construction and maintenance and
will reduce the impact of noise and vibration for neighbours.”
Design of the water treatment plant is underway, with construction expected to start in
late 2021.
“Other steps include completing new wells in Conders Bend Road and finishing the pipeline
installation that’s currently halfway through construction, and scheduled to be completed by
July 2021. This pipeline will transfer water from the wells to both the water treatment plant
and reservoir.”
“Once the three-year work programme is complete, Renwick will have a safe and secure
supply that meets the current national drinking water standards,” Mr Rooney said.

Marlborough leading the way in seabed mapping

From aquaculture to vessel navigation and
marine biodiversity, the health of the coastal
ecosystem plays a central role to the quality
of life in New Zealand.
That is why the Council is leading the charge
nationally for seabed mapping the unique
underwater landscape of the Marlborough
Sounds, unlocking the potential of the
region’s coastlines.
Following the successful mapping of Queen
Charlotte Sound in 2016/17, Council and
Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) have
just completed mapping Pelorus Sound/Te
Hoiere, Admiralty Bay, and Te Aumiti/French
Pass. With all of Queen Charlotte Sound/
Tōtaranui and over half of Pelorus Sound/Te
Hoiere now mapped, this provides valuable
information for nautical charts, making it safer
for vessels.
Mayor John Leggett said the data would
enable Council to make decisions for a wide
range of stakeholders.
“This is incredibly powerful data that can
help us to grow industry, while managing
restorative projects in coastal areas,” he said.
“The health of our coastal environment is key
to the prosperity of the region’s businesses
and communities, and central to our social,
cultural, ecological and recreational values.”

The project began in 2015 with D’Urville
Island/Rangitoto Ki Te Tonga, and continued
the following year with Queen Charlotte
Sound/Tōtaranui and Tory Channel/Kura Te
Au. The results from these initial projects
exceeded expectations, said coastal scientist
Oliver Wade.
“We were able to learn more about Queen
Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui than we
anticipated in the initial round of mapping,
and we’re hoping to learn even more about
the Pelorus Sound/Te Hoiere.
“The data enables us to effectively manage
our coastal ecosystem and has led to
unexpected research on all sorts of topics
from high definition current flows to
micro-plastic distribution in sediments,”
he said.
The seabed mapping, at over 110 metres
deep in places, has been conducted using
state-of-the-art multibeam echosounder
technology. To access the new Pelorus
Sound data visit: https://maps.marlborough.
govt.nz/seabedmaps
For more information on Council seabed
habitat mapping visit: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/environment/coastal/seabedhabitat-mapping

South Island Masters Games heading to Marlborough

Research conducted after the 2018 event
in Timaru showed an economic benefit of
$1.6m, including an additional 2,655 bed
nights and $58,000 distributed to local
sports clubs.
Regional Events Advisor Samantha Young
said the Council would work with the
Games' organisers to ensure there was
plenty for our visitors to see and enjoy.

Final call for Working for Nature Grant applications

If you’re interested in applying for Council’s new environmental grant programme, Working
for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao, now’s your final chance before applications close at 5.00 pm
tomorrow, Friday 27 November.
Applications for the fund are only available via the Council website, and allow landowners,
businesses and community organisations to apply for funding to help restore and protect
native habitats. Projects can take place on public, private or Māori-owned land.
Successful applicants will be notified by Christmas. Any funds not allocated may be subject
to additional funding rounds in 2021.
For more information or to apply, go to http://bit.ly/MahiMoTeTaio

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Summer safety courses for jetski users

Local enthusiasts have the chance to learn
important personal water craft (PWC) safety
tips this summer.
Run by the Marlborough Harbourmaster
and Picton’s Seatech Marine, the one day
courses are designed to improve personal
water craft (commonly referred to as jetski)
knowledge and understanding of maritime
rules and regulations so people can enjoy
the water safely.
“Personal water craft users are the fastest
growing sub-group of recreational boaties.
We are keen to include them in our wider
safe boating community. When you are on
a personal water craft, you should always
follow the safer boating guidance,” said
Harbourmaster, Luke Grogan.
The free courses are funded by Maritime
New Zealand as part of an effort to build
safer boating culture across New Zealand.
They will run every second Sunday from

10.00 am to 2.30 pm at Picton’s Queen
Charlotte Yacht Club, beginning 6
December through to 28 March.
Participants will get the chance to try
out the latest PWC from Seadoo, thanks
to Seatech Marine, combined with free
training, safety advice, snacks and
giveaways. There will be on shore and
in-water training exercises as part of
the day.
The course dates are:
Sunday 6 and 20 December 2020
Sunday 17 and 31 January 2021
Sunday 14 and 28 February 2021
Sunday 28 March 2021
To register contact:
harbours@marlborough.govt.nz for a
registration form. Be sure to book your
place at least a week prior to secure a spot.

Calling all boaties

If you’re after some free advice and training
on the best way to keep your hull clean
ahead of the summer season, mark Saturday
28 November in your calendar and head
down to the Waikawa Marina hardstand,
between 1.00 pm and 4.00 pm.
The drop-in training, run by the Top of the
South Marine Biosecurity Partnership in
conjunction with Carboline, Marlborough
Sounds Marinas and Motueka Yacht
and Cruising Club, will provide you with
information on the whys, hows, dos and
don’ts of antifouling.
You will also learn about the new rules on
highly fouled vessels and how to recognise
marine pests. Good hull maintenance means
lower fuel use, limits the spread of marine
pests and gets you to your destination faster.
For more information about the workshops
contact Top of the South Marine Biosecurity
Coordinator Peter Lawless. Ph: 021 894 363
or email: tosmarinebio@gmail.com

Extra cash for Christmas?

(Left to right) Project Engineer Mark Power, with Renwick Smart+Connected Water Users
Group members Dick Edwards, Louis Lefebre and Budyong Hill, and Assets and Services
Manager Richard Coningham

The South Island Masters Games have
signed an agreement with the Council that
will bring the 2021 and 2023 games to
Marlborough.
Next year marks the 20th anniversary of
the Games and Marlborough will welcome
more than 2,500 participants, supporters
and administrators from 15 to 24 October.
Mayor John Leggett said it was wonderful
news.
“We are a sports mad province and
friendly hosts - I can’t wait to welcome the
participants here. It will be a boost for many
sectors including retail and hospitality
who have been affected by the current
economic climate.”

All enquiries 24 hours

Phone: 03 520 7400
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz
Website: www.marlborough.govt.nz

French Pass area seen through multibeam mapping. Orange indicates shallow areas and
blue, the deeper areas

Apprentice success celebrated

The Marlborough Regional Industry
Training Graduation was held recently,
celebrating the success of Marlborough
people completing qualifications across
seven Industry Training Organisations.
Mayor John Leggett, Industry Training
Organisation representatives, friends,
family and employers gathered to
recognise the achievements of this year’s
98 graduates.
Guest speaker, Mark Watson from
Robinsons Construction, spoke of the
success he had seen with local apprentices
putting the hard work in to achieve their
building trade qualification.
In addition to the more well-known trades,
graduates at the ceremony were also
acknowledged for qualifications in cleaning,
healthcare, engineering and fitness, to
name just a few.
Industry Training Organisations are set up
by industry but recognised by Government.
They help people get NZQA-recognised
qualifications while they’re working
and provide information and advice to
trainees, apprentices and employers.

We all like having extra dollars in our pocket as the festive season approaches.
If you haven’t already paid your second rates instalment due on Tuesday 8 December and
you are a home owner on a low income, you may qualify for a rates rebate of up to $655.
You need to be paying the rates on the home you live in, your name must be on the rates
invoice and you cannot use the home principally for farming or business purposes.
How much your rebate will be depends on the amount of your rates, the total income of you
and your partner, and the number of dependants living with you.
You can also check your eligibility online at https://bit.ly/3eDi2Ek You will need to know
your income for year ended 31 March 2020.
For more information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:
mdc@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - Marlborough Women’s Triathlon

Mayor John Leggett presents Maxine
Sweeney from Marlborough Youth Trust
with her graduation certificate at the recent
Marlborough Regional Industry Training
graduation ceremony (credit: David James)

From 1.00 pm on Saturday 28 November until 1.00 pm on Sunday 29 November the
following car park and road will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the Marlborough
Women’s Triathlon:
• Kinross Street, between Scott Street and Redwood Street, from 6.00 am until
1.00 pm on Sunday 29 November
• The metered carpark between the pocket park on Kinross Street and the Event Cinemas
Blenheim building
Areas not affected are the Stadium 2000 car park accessed off Redwood Street and the
car parks adjacent to the Marlborough Public House, accessed off Scott Street.
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations
1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.
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15 Seymour Street
Blenheim 7201
New Zealand
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Funny Business - Theatre Restaurant
Blenheim Musical Theatre presents this
hilarious show that will have you cheering for
your favourite office worker as they battle it
out to keep their jobs. Includes a three course
meal.
Now - 5 December: 6:30 pm
Blenheim Musical Theatre
81 Lakings Road, Blenheim

A Concert of Choral Classics

Calling all music lovers. The Marlborough
Singers invite you to their evening
performance of choral classics. Enjoy pieces
by Handel, Mendelssohn, Bach, Vaughan
Williams and Fauré with internationally
acclaimed musical director Robert Tucker.
Sat 28 November: 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
Church of the Nativity
Alfred Street, Blenheim

Temporary Road Closure - Beaver Road extension
to Nelson Street
From Thursday 26 November 2020 to
Friday 26 February 2021 the Beaver Road
extension to Nelson Street will be closed
to ordinary vehicle traffic, cyclists and
pedestrians from 7.00 am to 5.30 pm on
week days for the purpose of stopbank
construction work on the Taylor River.
During the period of closure, the carpark
at the Beaver Road extension will also be
closed. Cyclists and pedestrians may use
the alley next to 59 Nelson Street to access
the Taylor River Reserve.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person other than under
the authority of an authorised permit to use
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.

Aerial spraying Wither Hills Farm Park
The annual aerial spraying programme
targeting woody weeds began on Monday
23 November and depending on weather
conditions could run until Wednesday 23
December 2020.
This year a few heavier infestations will
be targeted as a priority. The rest of the
programme will consist of general coverage
over the extent of the Farm Park.
All work will be carried out in accordance
with the Agrichemical Users Code of
Practice NZS 8409:2004.

Council does not anticipate the need to
close any areas off to the public, but high
use areas may be temporarily restricted
while the work is being carried out to ensure
the health and safety of park users.
Signage will be erected at the main
entrances to advise users of the work
and will remain in place until the work is
completed.
For further information please contact
David Aires at Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

The following meetings are open to the public and anyone can attend. The agendas will be
available online and from the Council’s office at 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim.
Planning, Finance & Community Committee
Thursday 26 November at 9.00 am
Extraordinary Council meeting - Freedom Camping Control Bylaw 2012 Review
Friday 27 November at 4.30 pm
Council
Thursday 10 December at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
For further information visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

