Sounds News

He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Marlborough leading the way in seabed mapping
From aquaculture to vessel navigation and marine biodiversity, the health
of the coastal ecosystem plays a central role to the quality of life in New
Zealand.

That is why the Council is leading the charge nationally for seabed mapping the
unique underwater landscape of the Marlborough Sounds, unlocking the potential
of the region’s coastlines.
Following the successful mapping of Queen Charlotte Sound in 2016/17, Council and
Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) have just completed mapping Pelorus Sound/
Te Hoiere, Admiralty Bay, and Te Aumiti/French Pass. With all of Queen Charlotte
Sound/Tōtaranui and over half of Pelorus Sound/Te Hoiere now mapped, this provides
valuable information for nautical charts, making it safer for vessels.
Mayor John Leggett said the data would enable the Council to make decisions for a
wide range of stakeholders.
“This is incredibly powerful data that can help us to grow industry, while managing
restorative projects in coastal areas,” he said. “The health of our coastal environment
is key to the prosperity of the region’s businesses and communities, and central to
our social, cultural, ecological and recreational values.”

The project began in 2015 with D’Urville Island/Rangitoto Ki Te Tonga, and continued
the following year with Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui and Tory Channel/Kura
Te Au. The results from these initial projects exceeded expectations, said coastal
scientist Oliver Wade.
“We were able to learn more about Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui than we
anticipated in the initial round of mapping, and we’re hoping to learn even more about
the Pelorus Sound/Te Hoiere.
“The data enables us to effectively manage our coastal ecosystem and has led to
unexpected research on all sorts of topics from high definition current flows to
micro-plastic distribution in sediments,” he said.
The seabed mapping, at more than 110 metres deep in places, has been conducted
using state-of-the-art multibeam echosounder technology.
To access the new Pelorus Sound data visit:
https://maps.marlborough.govt.nz/seabedmaps
For more information on Council seabed habitat mapping visit:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/coastal/seabed-habitat-mapping

French Pass area seen through multibeam mapping. Orange indicates shallow areas and blue the deeper areas

Council’s Harbours team - working to
ensure our waterways are safe for
everyone to enjoy.
Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ
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