
Friday 15 October: MySpace, 
18 Kinross Street, 
• 10.00 am	to	3.00 pm	with	
The	Edge	FM and	BBQ	

Saturday 16 October: Lansdowne 
Park and Redwoodtown 
• 9.00	am	to	4.00	pm	(go	to	
www. nmdhb.govt.nz/vaccine	
for	exact locations)	

Unit 3, 19 Henry St, Blenheim 
• Monday	to	Saturday:	8.30	am	to
5.00	pm

Waikawa Marae, Thursday 21 
October, from	10.00	am	to	6.00	pm.	Te	
Piki	Oranga	offer	free	kaupapa	Maori	
clinics.	Nurses	can	discuss	vaccination	
with	you	and	answer	your	questions.

www.marlborough.govt.nz
Phone: 03 520 7400
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz

Street Address: 
15 Seymour Street
Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau 

NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH  
DISTRICT COUNCIL

If	you’ve	been	thinking	about	
applying	for	a	Marlborough	District	
Council	Community	Grant	now’s	
the	time	to	do	so	before	the	
application	period	closes	at	5.00	pm	
on	Monday	18	October.
The	Community	Grants	are	for	
one-off	funding	for	not-for-profit	
organisations	providing	essential	
services	in	the	Marlborough	
community	from	a	range	of	
different	sectors	including:	
environment,	heritage,	sport	and	
recreation,	community	welfare/
social	services,	and	arts	and	culture.
Community	Partnerships	Advisor	
Jodie	Griffiths	said	the	Council	
recognises	the	important	
contribution	made	by	community	
organisations	to	the	wellbeing	of	
Marlborough	and	its	residents.

Over	80	per	cent	of	people	in	the	
Nelson	Marlborough	region	have	
had	their	first	Covid-19	vaccine	
dose.	If	you	are	one	of	the	20	per	
cent	who	is	not	yet	vaccinated,	
you	need	to	get	your	first	dose	
before	the	end	of	October	so	that	
you	can	get	your	second	before	
Christmas.
Wear	a	face	mask	when	you	
attend	your	vaccination.	If	you	
have	Covid-19	symptoms,	don’t	
attend	your	appointment.	Phone	
Healthline	to	see	if	you	need	a	
test:	0800	358	5453	
Pop-up, drive-through and 
walk-in clinics as follows:

Final call for Community Grant 
applications 

Get your vaccination now

Minister	for	Seniors	Hon	Dr	Ayesha	
Verrall	congratulated	the	region	on	its	
coordinated	approach	to	the	issues	facing	
the	elderly	when	she	visited	Marlborough	
last	week.
The	Minister	praised	the	Council’s	Older	
Persons	Forum	for	having	“an	organised	
seniors	focus”.	“The	model	you	have	is	
one	I	would	like	to	see	all	through	the	
country,”	she	said.
Mayor	John	Leggett	welcome	Minister	
Verrall	to	Marlborough	along	with	a	
small	group	of	representatives	from	the	
Council’s	Older	Persons	Forum	on	6	
October.
“These	are	difficult	times.	We	see	often	
the	public	face	of	our	senior	politicians	
but	there	is	a	lot	that	goes	on	behind	
the	scenes,”	he	said.	The	Mayor	gave	
the	Minister	an	overview	of	the	region	
including	that	Marlborough	has	the	
highest	number	of	65+	per	head	of	
population	in	the	country.	“We	really	
value	our	seniors,”	he	said.
Councillor	Jenny	Andrews,	whose	
portfolio	includes	the	Older	Persons	
Forum,	welcomed	the	Minister	and	
outlined	the	background	to	the	forum’s	
formation.	This	group	was	established	in	
1999	and	meets	monthly.	Its	successes	
include	advocating	for	nurse	practitioners,	
the	local	bus	service	and	it	dovetails	in	
with	the	work	of	the	mobility	and	access	
forum.
Minister	Verrall	is	an	infectious	diseases	
doctor	and	also	holds	the	portfolios	of	

the	Minister	for	Food	Safety,	Associate	
Minister	of	Health,	and	Associate	Minister	
of	Research,	Science	and	Innovation.	
She	outlined	some	of	the	Government’s	
focus	when	it	comes	to	seniors	including	
the	‘Better	Later	Life	Strategy’	and	work	
towards	an	Aged	Care	Commissioner.	
She	hopes	the	latter	will	be	in	place	by	
Christmas	and	will	be	a	“watchdog	and	
an	advocate”	for	New	Zealand’s	elderly.
“We	also	want	to	do	some	policy	work	
around	senior	entrepreneurship,”	she	said.	
New	Zealand	was,	she	said,	already	home	
to	many	senior	entrepreneurs	and	was	
recently	noted	as	having	the	most	‘senior’	
bed	and	breakfast	hosts	in	the	world.
Members	of	the	Older	Persons	Forum	
were	able	to	ask	the	Minister	questions	
and	discussed	issues	of	importance	to	
this	community,	in	particular	concerns	
around	mental	health	and	dementia	with	
people	staying	longer	in	their	own	home,	
the	prevalence	of	loneliness	amongst	
seniors	and	the	challenges	of	modern	
technology.	“I	am	always	reminding	my	
colleagues	that	not	everyone	can	access	
digital	technology,”	she	said.
The	Minister	visited	Brayshaw	Park	and	
met	with	enthusiasts	from	the	Vintage	
Car	Club.	She	also	visited	Alzheimer’s	
Marlborough	to	present	volunteers	with	
a	well-deserved	Community	or	NGO	
Health	Service	Team	‘runner	up	for	
best	volunteer	award’,	part	of	the	2021	
Minister	of	Health	Volunteer	Awards	
announced	in	August.

Marlborough’s Older Persons Forum a 
model for New Zealand

“That’s	why	it	makes	funding	
available	through	grants	such	as	
these	to	help	organisations	benefit	
the	wider	community,”	she	said.
For	more	information	about	the	
Community	Grants	or	to	apply	visit:	
https://bit.ly/MarlCommunityGrant

Minister	of	Conservation	Hon Kiri	Allan	was	
in	Marlborough	last	week	to	announce	a	
$7.5	million	boost	for	the	Te	Hoiere/Pelorus	
Catchment	Restoration	Project. Project	
co-chairman	Waihaere	Mason	says	the	
Mahi	mo	te	Taiao/Jobs	for	Nature	funding	
will	help	restore	Te	Hoiere/Pelorus	River	
and	its	tributaries	while	supporting	training	
and	creating	jobs.	
The	announcement	was	made	on	Ngati	
Kuia	land	at	Titiraukawa,	near	Pelorus	
Bridge.	
“This	is	a	real	boost	after	a	long	time	of	
planning,”	said	Mason,	who	also	chairs	Te	
Runanga	o	Ngati	Kuia	Trust.	Since	the	Iwi	
settled	with	the	Crown	in	2014,	restoring	Te	
Hoiere	catchments	and	the	Sound	had	
been	a	priority,	along	with	employment.	In	
July,	whanau	started	training	towards	an	
NMIT	NZ	Certificate	in	Horticulture	Level	3	
at	a	native	plant	nursery,	to	be	built	at	

Titiraukawa	with	the	Mahi	mo	te	Taiao	
funding.	Locally	sourced	plants	will	be	
propagated	for	planting	along	waterways,	
to	be	protected	by	fences.	
As	a	child	at	Ruapaka	near	Canvastown	
in	the	1940s	and	50s,	Mason	remembers	
whanau	gathering	kaimoana	from	the	Te	
Hoiere/Havelock	Estuary.	Since	then,	he	has	
watched	progressive	deterioration	of	the	Te	
Hoiere	awa	and	estuary.	
Ngati	Kuia	welcomed	the	opportunity	
to	apply	matauranga	Maori	principles	to	
protecting	Papatuanuku,	working	with	
others	to	restore	Te	Hoiere	waterways	to	a	
more	pristine	state,	he	said.	
Ngati	Kuia,	the	Council,	Department	of	
Conservation	and	the	community	are	
involved	in	the	10-year	Te	Hoiere	Project.	
The	Ministry	for	the	Environment,	Ministry	
for	Primary	Industries,	Fonterra,	the	New	
Zealand	Landcare	Trust,	Forest	and	Bird	

$7.5m funding for Te Hoiere/Pelorus restoration 

and	Rangitane	o	Wairau	are	supportive.	
The	fund	will	pay	for	79	full-time	
equivalent	jobs	over	four	years		focused	
on	restoring	freshwater	across	the	
catchment,	eliminating	predators	and	
weeds,	developing	land	management	
tools	and	running	the	nursery.		Mayor	
John	Leggett	welcomed	the	investment	

from	DOC’s	$1.245	billion	Mahi	mo	te	
Taiao	programme,	which	will	create	11,000	
nature-based	jobs	nationally.
‘Haere,	kakea	te	are	poka	hou’		
‘Go	and	ascend	the	newly	trodden	path’
Further	information:	www.marlborough.
govt.nz/environment/te-hoiere-pelorus-
catchment-restoration-project

Volunteers for Alzheimers Marlborough received a runner up award in the 2021 
Minister of Health Volunteer Awards. Receiving the certificate from Minister Verrall 
(second from left) are Alistair Sowman (far left) and Alzheimers Marlborough 
Manager Catherine Donnelly with Councillor Jenny Andrews (far right)
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the time to do so before the 
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The Community Grants are for 

organisations providing essential 
services in the Marlborough 
community from a range of 
different sectors including: 
environment, heritage, sport and 
recreation, community welfare/
social services, and arts and culture.
Community Partnerships Advisor 

recognises the important 
contribution made by community 
organisations to the wellbeing of 
Marlborough and its residents.
“That’s why it makes funding 

Over 80 per cent of people in the 
Nelson Marlborough region have 

If you are one of the 20 per cent 
who is not yet vaccinated, you need 

of October so that you can get your
second before Christmas.

the risk of the virus to you, your
whanau and your community. The
more people that vaccinate the 
stronger we will be. Everyone in New 
Zealand aged 12 and over is eligible 

Wear a face mask when you attend 
your vaccination. If you have 

your appointment. Phone Healthline 
to see if you need a test: 0800 358
5453
Where can I get my vaccine? 
At Unit 3, 19 Henry St, Blenheim 

Monday to Saturday: 8.30 am to
5.00 pm
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Get your vaccination now

Minister for Seniors Hon Dr Ayesha 
Verrall congratulated the region on its 
coordinated approach to the issues facing 
the elderly when she visited Marlborough 
last week.
The Minister praised the Council’s Older 
Person Forum for having “an organised 
seniors focus”. “The model you have is 
one I would like to see all through the 
country,” she said.
Mayor John Leggett welcomed Minister 
Verrall to Marlborough along with a 
small group of representatives from the 
Council’s Older Person Forum.
The Mayor gave the Minister an overview 
of the region including that Marlborough 
has the highest number of 65+ per head 
of population in the country. “We really 
value our seniors,” he said.
Councillor Jenny Andrews, whose 
portfolio includes the Older Person 
Forum, welcomed the Minister and 
outlined the background to the forum’s 
formation. This group was established in 

 
include advocating for nurse practitioners, 
the local bus service and it dovetails in 
with the work of the Access and Mobility
Forum.
Minister Verrall is an infectious diseases 
doctor and also holds the portfolios of 
the Minister for Food Safety, Associate 

Minister of Health, and Associate Minister 
of Research, Science and Innovation. 
She outlined some of the Government’s 
focus when it comes to seniors including 
the ‘Better Later Life Strategy’ and work 
towards an Aged Care Commissioner. 
She hopes the latter will be in place by 
Christmas and will be a “watchdog and 
an advocate” for New Zealand’s elderly. 
“We also want to do some policy work 
around senior entrepreneurship,” she said. 
New Zealand was, she said, already home 
to many senior entrepreneurs and was 
recently noted as having the most ‘senior’ 
bed and breakfast hosts in the world. 
Members of the Older Person Forum were 
able to ask the Minister questions and 
discussed issues of importance to this 
community, in particular concerns around 
mental health and dementia with people 
staying longer in their own home, the 
prevalence of loneliness amongst seniors 
and the challenges of modern technology. 
The Minister visited Brayshaw Park and 
met with enthusiasts from the Vintage Car 
Club. She also visited Alzheimers 
Marlborough to present volunteers with a 
well-deserved Community or NGO Health 
Service Team ‘runner up for 
best volunteer award’, part of the 2021 
Minister of Health Volunteer Awards 
announced in August.

Marlborough’s Older Person Forum 
a model for New Zealand

available through grants such as 

the wider community,” she said.
For more information about the 
Community Grants or to apply visit: 
https://bit.ly/MarlCommunityGrant

At MySpace, 18 Kinross Street on 
Friday 15 October

10am to 3pm
Edge FM will be there with
music and a BBQ

At Waikawa Marae, Thursday 21 
October, from 10.00 am to 6.00 
pm. Te Piki Oranga offer free 
kaupapa Maori clinics. Nurses can 
discuss vaccination with you and 
answer your questions

Minister of Conservation Hon Kiri Allan was
in Marlborough last week to announce a
$7.5 million boost for the Te Hoiere/
Pelorus Catchment Restoration Project.
Project co-chairman Waihaere Mason says
the Mahi mo te Taiao/Jobs for Nature
funding will help restore Te Hoiere/Pelorus
River and its tributaries while supporting
training and creating jobs.
The announcement was made on Ngati
Kuia land at Titiraukawa, near Pelorus
Bridge.
“This is a real boost after a long time of
planning,” said Mason, who also chairs Te
Runanga o Ngati Kuia Trust. Since the Iwi
settled with the Crown in 2014, restoring
Te Hoiere catchments and the Sound had
been a priority, along with employment. In
July, whanau started training towards an

3 at a native plant nursery, to be built at

Titiraukawa with the Mahi mo te Taiao 
funding. Locally sourced plants will be 
propagated for planting along waterways, 
to be protected by fences. 
As a child at Ruapaka near Canvastown 

whanau gathering kaimoana from the Te 
Hoiere/Havelock Estuary. Since then, he has 
watched progressive deterioration of the Te 
Hoiere awa and estuary. 
Ngati Kuia welcomed the opportunity 
to apply matauranga Maori principles to 
protecting Papatuanuku, working with 
others to restore Te Hoiere waterways to a 
more pristine state, he said. 
Ngati Kuia, the Council, Department of 
Conservation and the community are 
involved in the 10-year Te Hoiere Project. 
The Ministry for the Environment, Ministry 
for Primary Industries, Fonterra, the New 
Zealand Landcare Trust, Forest and Bird 

and Rangitane o Wairau are supportive. 

equivalent jobs over four years focused 
on restoring freshwater across the 
catchment, eliminating predators and 
weeds, developing land management 
tools and running the nursery.  Mayor
John Leggett welcomed the investment 

from DOC’s $1.245 billion Mahi mo te
Taiao programme, which will create 11,000
nature-based jobs nationally.
‘‘Haere, kakea te are poka hou"
"Go and ascend the newly trodden path"
Further information: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/environment/te-hoiere-pelorus-
catchment-restoration-project


