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Orators’ Corner
Would you like to upgrade your public 
speaking or storytelling abilities? Head 
along to Delicia Café for some practice 
and share your interests with others, 
tell a funny story and make new friends. 
Representatives from Toastmasters will also 
deliver their prepared speeches. A great 
opportunity to help build your confidence.
Fri 15 Oct; 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm 
Delicia Café, Scott Street, Blenheim

 

At Alert Level 2 the Council Chambers are 
used for Council and committee meetings 
but seating arrangements have to meet 
physical distancing protocols. 
This means only a limited number of seats 
will be available and wearing a face mask 

is required. A video recording and minutes 
will be available on the Council website 
following the meetings.
Council
Thursday 28 October at 9.00 am 
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 11 November at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 18 November at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for further information.

Council
meetings

South Island Masters Games 
2021
Marlborough is excited to host this event for 
the very first time. With 40 individual and 
team sports available, there is something on 
offer for everyone.  
Check out www.simasters.com for all the 
latest details.
Fri 15 to Mon 25 Oct 
Various Marlborough Sports Facilities

Marlborough’s road to recovery info
Anyone who needs support as a result of 
the July storm should contact the Council at: 
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the status of a road, please visit the 
Marlborough Emergency Management 
Official Public Information Map at:  
https://bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl  
before your journey, and stay up to date on 
the latest roading alerts at:  
https://bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
For roading information and queries please 
contact Marlborough Roads on  

Ph: 03 520 8024 or 0800 213 213 between 
8.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday. 
Alternatively you can email the recovery 
team at: recovery@marlboroughroads.com
For general recovery information go to: 
https://bit.ly/MDCRecoveryInfo
For the Mayoral Relief Fund go to: 
https://bit.ly/StormMayoralReliefFund
Please follow the Council’s Facebook 
page, Antenno app, Twitter and the Council 
website for further information.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

$7.5m funding for Te Hoiere/Pelorus restoration 
Minister of Conservation Hon Kiri Allan was 
in Marlborough last week to announce a 
$7.5 million boost for the Te Hoiere/Pelorus 
Catchment Restoration Project.
Project co-chairman Waihaere Mason 
says the Mahi mō te Taiao/Jobs for Nature 
funding will help restore Te Hoiere/Pelorus 
River and its tributaries while supporting 
training and creating jobs. 
The announcement was made on Ngāti Kuia 
land at Titiraukawa, near Pelorus Bridge. 
“This is a real boost after a long time of 
planning,” said Mason, who also chairs Te 
Rūnanga o Ngāti Kuia Trust. Since the Iwi 
settled with the Crown in 2014, restoring Te 
Hoiere catchments and the Sound had been 
a priority, along with employment. 
In July, whānau started training towards 
an NMIT NZ Certificate in Horticulture 
Level 3 at a native plant nursery, to be built 
at Titiraukawa with the Mahi mō te Taiao 
funding. Locally sourced plants will be 
propagated for planting along waterways, to 
be protected by fences. 
As a child at Ruapaka near Canvastown 
in the 1940s and 50s, Mason remembers 
whānau gathering kaimoana from the Te 
Hoiere/Havelock Estuary. Since then, he has 

watched progressive deterioration of the Te 
Hoiere awa and estuary. 
Ngāti Kuia welcomed the opportunity 
to apply mātauranga Māori principles to 
protecting Papatūānuku, working with 
others to restore Te Hoiere waterways to a 
more pristine state, he said. 
Ngāti Kuia, the Council, Department of 
Conservation and the community are 
involved in the 10-year Te Hoiere Project. 
The Ministry for the Environment, Ministry 
for Primary Industries, Fonterra, the New 
Zealand Landcare Trust, Forest and Bird and 
Rangitāne o Wairau are supportive. 
The fund will pay for 79 full-time equivalent 
jobs over four years  focused on restoring 
freshwater across the catchment, eliminating 
predators and weeds, developing land 
management tools and running the 
nursery.  Mayor John Leggett welcomed the 
investment from DOC’s $1.245 billion Mahi 
mō te Taiao programme, which will create 
11,000 nature-based jobs nationally.
‘Haere, kakea te are poka hou’ 
‘Go and ascend the newly trodden path’
Further information: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/environment/te-hoiere-pelorus-
catchment-restoration-project

Minister sees storm recovery work first hand
Minister of Emergency Management Hon Kiri 
Allan was in Marlborough last week to see 
some of the recovery work underway. 
At Fareham Lane near the Waihopai River 
confluence she heard from the Council’s 
Rivers Engineer Geoff Dick, who explained 
how well the Wairau Plain stopbank network 
had held up during the July storm, thanks 
to decades of continued investment by the 
Council and work by the Rivers team. 
Geoff noted that last year’s Resilient River 
Communities funding from the Government 
had made an important difference, allowing 
the construction of three major strong head 
groynes along three kilometres of nearby 
Wairau River bank, which had helped 
strengthen the flood defences during  
the storm. 
On Queen Charlotte Drive, the Minister 
heard from Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor 
and Building Control Manager Brendon 
Robertson at the site of the huge Moenui 
slip where a number of properties  
were affected. 
While the overslip had caused extensive 
damage to the land and properties, 
fortunately the road underneath escaped 
relatively unscathed and, once the spoil was 
cleared, it was reopened. 
Communities in the Marlborough Sounds 
continue to cope with disruptions as a result 
of the July storm.

As part of a visit to acknowledge these 
ongoing difficulties, coffee came to the 
Marlborough Sounds via barge recently. 
The caffeine boost was delivered by 
representatives of the Ministry for Primary 
Industries, members of the Rural Support 
Trust, Federated Farmers, and key Council 
recovery staff. 
The visit was designed to show support for 
members of the Sounds' rural community 
who have been affected by road closures as 
a result of the July storm, said Marlborough 
Recovery Manager Dean Heiford who joined 
the trip.
“It was great to get on the ground at last 
and gain a further understanding of the 
challenges that our Sounds’ rural community 
has as a result of the storm and the loss of 
road access,” he said. “We are planning on 
holding more community get-togethers  
like this.”
Mr Heiford said the Council had been asked 
whether people renting holiday homes were 
eligible for the subsidised barge service. 
“The subsidised barge service is only for 
residents, owners of a commercial interest 
and supporting services. Holiday makers will 
need to pay full price for the barge but they 
will be able to utilise the subsidised water 
taxi service we will announce soon, subject 
to the road being open to the public where 
they are barging to,” he said.

Minister of Emergency Management Hon Kiri 
Allan talks stopbanks with Rivers Engineer Geoff 
Dick and Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor

The Minister with the Council’s Building Control 
Manager Brendon Robertson and Deputy Mayor 
Nadine Taylor at the site of the huge Moenui slip

Representatives from MPI, Rural Support Trust 
and the Council’s Recovery team arrive at 
Fish Bay in the Kenepuru Sound to meet with 
members of the rural Sounds community

Marlborough’s Older Person Forum a model for New Zealand
Minister for Seniors Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall 
congratulated the region on its coordinated 
approach to the issues facing the elderly 
when she visited Marlborough last week.
The Minister praised the Council’s Older 
Person Forum for having “an organised 
seniors focus”. “The model you have is one 
I would like to see all through the country,” 
she said.
Mayor John Leggett welcomed Minister 
Verrall to Marlborough along with a small 
group of representatives from the Council’s 
Older Person Forum.
“These are difficult times. We see often the 
public face of our senior politicians but there 
is a lot that goes on behind the scenes,” 
he said. The Mayor gave the Minister 
an overview of the region including that 
Marlborough has the highest number of 65+ 
per head of population in the country. “We 
really value our seniors,” he said.
Councillor Jenny Andrews, whose portfolio 
includes the Older Person Forum, welcomed 
the Minister and outlined the background 
to the forum’s formation. This group was 
established in 1999 and meets monthly. 
Its successes include advocating for nurse 
practitioners, the local bus service and it 
dovetails in with the work of the Access and 
Mobility Forum.
Minister Verrall is an infectious diseases 
doctor and also holds the portfolios of 
the Minister for Food Safety, Associate 
Minister of Health, and Associate Minister 

of Research, Science and Innovation. She 
outlined some of the Government’s focus 
when it comes to seniors including the 
‘Better Later Life Strategy’ and work towards 
an Aged Care Commissioner. 
She hopes the latter will be in place by 
Christmas and will be a “watchdog and an 
advocate” for New Zealand’s elderly.
“We also want to do some policy work 
around senior entrepreneurship,” she said. 
New Zealand was, she said, already home to 
many senior entrepreneurs and was recently 
noted as having the most ‘senior’ bed and 
breakfast hosts in the world.
Members of the Older Person Forum were 
able to ask the Minister questions and 
discussed issues of importance to this 
community, in particular concerns around 
mental health and dementia with people 
staying longer in their own home, the 
prevalence of loneliness amongst seniors 
and the challenges of modern technology. 
“I am always reminding my colleagues that 
not everyone can access digital technology,” 
she said.
The Minister visited Brayshaw Park and met 
with enthusiasts from the Vintage Car Club. 
She also visited Alzheimer’s Marlborough 
to present volunteers with a well-deserved 
Community or NGO Health Service Team 
‘runner up for best volunteer award’, part 
of the 2021 Minister of Health Volunteer 
Awards announced in August.

Funding allocated to enhance and protect our environment
In its second year, the Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao fund has awarded environment 
grants to 25 projects across Marlborough in an effort to protect and restore native habitats 
on public, private and Māori-owned land.
This year Council received 36 applications from community groups and landowners for 
projects ranging from small-scale plantings in forgotten vineyard corners to large-scale goat 
control in the Marlborough Sounds. 
Environment subcommittee chair, Councillor David Croad, said this year’s grants, the second 
round of Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao funding, attracted a lot of interest which was 
great to see.
“Of the 36 applications received, seven were fully funded and 18 partially funded. Overall, 
more than $250,000 was requested, which exceeded the $90,000 fund,” Clr Croad said.
The grants were created to build on the success of the Tui to Town and Greening 
Marlborough programmes, which were replaced by the new, expanded scheme.
“It’s encouraging to see more interest from the community to enhance and protect our 
natural environment. While we were unable to fund all applicants, it demonstrates the 
interest to create enduring outcomes for native biodiversity,” Clr Croad said.
The grants were awarded under two categories, Habitat Marlborough and Protecting 
Marlborough. The Habitat Marlborough projects will restore native habitats, improving 
biodiversity and freshwater quality. The Protecting Marlborough category is to control animal 
and plant pests.
A subcommittee has carried out its initial assessment and awarded grants based on a 
project’s merits, including biodiversity benefit; a clear project plan and outcomes; level of 
co-funding and in-kind contributions; long-term viability and community support. Successful 
applicants will complete their work by 1 June 2022, with verification by the Council.
For more information on the successful applicants that the Environment Grants 
Subcommittee allocated grants to, visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/grants-
and-awards/working-for-naturemahi-mo-te-taiao

Marlborough Farmers’ Market
Head to Marlborough’s A & P Park this 
Sunday and enjoy local, fresh and seasonal 
produce and products directly from those 
that pick, grow, farm, fish and make them.
Sun 17 Oct; 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Marlborough A & P Park

Get your vaccination now
Over 80 per cent of people in the Nelson 
Marlborough region have had their first 
Covid-19 vaccine dose. 
If you are one of the 20 per cent who is not 
yet vaccinated, you need to get your first 
dose before the end of October so that you 
can get your second before Christmas.
Vaccinating against Covid-19 reduces the 
risk of the virus to you, your whānau and 
your community. 
The more people that vaccinate the stronger 
we will be. Everyone aged 12 and over is 
eligible for their free Covid-19 vaccine.
Wear a face mask when you attend your 
vaccination. If you have Covid-19 symptoms, 
don't attend your appointment. Phone 
Healthline to see if you need a test:  
0800 358 5453 
Pop-up, drive-through and walk-in clinics  
as follows:
Friday 15 October: MySpace,  
18 Kinross Street, Blenheim
•  10.00 am to 3.00pm with The Edge FM  

and BBQ

Sat 16 October: Westwood Business Park, 
Springland, near KMart and Pak 'n Save.
• 9.00 am to 4.00 pm
•  Food trucks, coffee cart, sausage sizzle,  

ice creams
• Spot prizes 
Unit 3, 19 Henry St, Blenheim 
• Monday to Saturday: 8.30 am to 5.00 pm
Waikawa Marae, Thursday 21 October, 
from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm. Te Piki Oranga 
offer free kaupapa Māori clinics. Nurses can 
discuss vaccination with you and answer 
your questions.

Marlborough’s Olympic gold medallist traded rugby for rowing
For someone who took up rowing to 
help his rugby, Tokyo 2020 Olympic gold 
medallist Tom Murray has sure gone to some 
extraordinary lengths in the process.
“It was the belief that rowing would be 
beneficial for my rugby career that got me 
started. Rowing did to me what it does to 
so many others - it totally controlled my life 
from then on. I would be leaving home in the 
dark and arriving back in the dark,” said Tom 
at a civic award ceremony in Blenheim. 
The former Marlborough Boys’ College 
student was part of the New Zealand men’s 
eight who held off Germany and Great 
Britain to win the coveted rowing title at the 
Olympics earlier this year. New Zealand had 
not won Olympic gold in this event since the 
Munich Olympics in 1972.
“Race time 5 minutes and 25 seconds; 
preparation a decade. What goes through 
your mind 30 seconds before such a race?” 
asked Marlborough’s Mayor John Leggett 
at the function held for Tom at Marlborough 
Boys’ College, hosted in conjunction with 
the Blenheim Rowing Club. 
The event was attended by family, friends 
and members of the rowing fraternity 
including a number of Marlborough’s young 
up and coming rowers.
“We all shared in the great excitement 
watching your victory - most of all, your 
friends and family - and I know your fellow 
Marlburians were absolutely thrilled with 
your achievement.  A Marlborough man on 
the world stage, nailing it - from repêchage 
to gold medal,” said Mayor Leggett.
“For you, and the crew, to go out and win 
gold for Aotearoa NZ was brilliant. We 
acknowledge how important that win was 
to our whole squad - to all the other Kiwi 
competitors.”
“And during this global Covid climate - it 
was a huge boost to national morale and 
an inspiration for those of us watching and 
cheering you on from home,” he said. “You 
put Marlborough’s name right up there on 
the sporting map with that race.”
Blenheim Rowing Club stalwart Bill 
Campbell said Tom had been identified in 
2009 as a 15 year old while at the Boys’ 
College - Bill was head coach at the time. 

“We managed to get him to the river by 
saying it was good for his rugby. He was a 
natural from the start,” he said. “Tom is a 
very humble and worthy champion who has 
not finished yet.”
Tom’s Olympic gold medal is a first for the 
Blenheim Rowing Club who bestowed a life 
membership on him at the ceremony.
Accepting the civic award and life 
membership, Tom said it was a huge 
privilege to be able to come back to 
Marlborough and to his old school to share 
the achievement. He thanked his primary 
sponsors - his parents - as well as the 
local people and businesses that had also 
supported him.
“To the people of Blenheim, close family, 
wider family and friends - I would not have 
been here without you.”
Marlborough Boys' College principal John 
Kendal thanked Tom for returning to the 
college to inspire other students.
And what did Tom think about in the minutes 
before the gold medal winning race? 
He said, given the heat was in the 40s, it 
was “a moment that seemed to stretch on 
and on” but running through the race plan 
and being afraid of dropping the oar were in 
his thoughts. 

Tokyo 2020 Olympic gold medallist Tom Murray 
with Marlborough Mayor John Leggett
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