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He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to 
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

MARLBOROUGH’S ROAD TO RECOVERY.

It’s a monumental task. 
 But the mahi will continue.

And if you need support, please email 
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 

Sounds News
The journey ahead for Kenepuru Road
Sounds’ residents affected by the damage to Kenepuru Road have now 
heard details of the recovery roadworks plan for their area, including 
further support that is available.
Marlborough is facing a lengthy ‘Road to Recovery’ after the storm on July 17 caused 
widespread flooding and landslides and a local state of emergency. 
The Council and Marlborough Roads Recovery Team hosted a Zoom meeting last 
Friday with affected residents, property owners and businesses, which was attended 
by the Mayor, Councillors and key staff.
The Marlborough Roads Recovery Team talked through the progress made to date, the 
current status of the road network, the challenges ahead, the recovery plan and the 
prioritisation of repair works. The programme of works has been divided into recovery 
zones. The ‘Kenepuru Zone’ contains 27 high risk areas and 38 complex repair sites. 
To view the programme of works for the Marlborough Sounds visit:  
https://bit.ly/KenepuruCommMeeting24Sept
There was some good news for residents with ‘controlled access (residents only)’ to 
be made available between the Linkwater turnoff and Mahau Road, including Moetapu 
Bay Road. “This will be welcome news for people in this area, particularly a number 
of families who have children to get to school,” said Marlborough Recovery Manager, 
Dean Heiford.
Resident or Essential Passes are now required from the checkpoint at the Linkwater 
turnoff for Moetapu Bay Road, Mahau Road and the Kenepuru Road (only as far as 
Mahau Road) with all these roads classified as ‘controlled access (resident only)’ from 
this date. No access is available for Kenepuru Road beyond Mahau Road.
Passes will only be valid when the road is open. Control measures will be in place to 
ensure only people with passes access the Kenepuru Road as far as Mahau Road. For 
further information including criteria go to: https://bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl
Marlborough Roads Recovery Team also confirmed that contractors will not be 
working Labour weekend and will break for three weeks at Christmas. During both 
periods there will be inspections and a manned guard house.
“There will still be restrictions but, where controlled access for residents is available, 
this will allow them to be able to use the road without delays due to construction works,” 
Mr Heiford said. The programme of works for the Kenepuru Road has now been released - pictured is a section of 

the road near Broughton Bay

Road to recovery - Marlborough does the mahi
The mahi is going to continue for some time but Marlborough is up for it.
Almost 10 weeks on from the storm that caused chaos in the region on 17 July, 
Marlborough District Council is taking stock of what was an extreme weather event.
The first Regional Update on Marlborough’s Road to Recovery released last week 
summarises the impact on the region. To view the update visit: https://bit.ly/3i6IWal 
Mayor John Leggett says Marlborough faces a lengthy recovery. 
“The devastation was far greater than the storm of 1994 which was our last weather 
event of this magnitude,” Mayor Leggett said.
“The Marlborough Roads Recovery Team (MRRT) has brought in considerable 
expertise to assist with the ongoing effort. The team is working closely with the 
Council and Marlborough Roads to focus on getting the damaged roads back to a safe 
condition, to allow access for affected residents,” he said.
Some communities, in particular the Kenepuru Sound, face a long period of 
disrupted access.
“We know that these communities are hurting and some are struggling with the 
magnitude of it all. Rest assured, everyone is working as hard as they can to get them 
connected again,” Mayor Leggett said.
Anyone who needs support should email: recovery@marlborough.govt.nz
The Council has established a new page on the recovery section of its website to 
support wellbeing for those affected by the July 17 storm. Visit: https://bit.ly/39E8IhQ 
to access a range of resources and tips for looking after yourselves and others.
Marlborough Primary Health can also accept referrals from organisations and also 
self-referrals for anyone needing assistance with health and wellbeing.
Last week the local transition period for the state of emergency was extended for 
another month to 20 October.
“We know that the task ahead to return our roads to the way they were is monumental. 
The mahi will continue to see this happen, as best we can,” Mayor Leggett said.
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