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Believe It or Not Kids Quiz
There’s fun for the whole family at the 
Clubs of Marlborough with a free kids’ quiz 
afternoon and lots of prizes can be won. 
Limited to eight members per team; children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Book 
your places today.
Wed 13 Oct: 1.00 pm 
Clubs of Marlborough, Blenheim

At Alert Level 2 the Council Chambers are 
used for Council and committee meetings 
but seating arrangements have to meet 
physical distancing protocols. 
This means only a limited number of seats 
will be available and wearing a face mask 
is required. A video recording and minutes 

will be available on the Council website 
following the meetings.
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 14 October at 9.00 am 
Council
Thursday 28 October at 9.00 am 
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 11 November at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 18 November at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for further information.

Council
meetings

Rock Ferry Wines’ 
Twilight Market
Join the Rock Ferry team for their inaugural 
Twilight Market. Enjoy strolling through the 
stalls of local artisan food producers or pick 
up dinner from one of the food trucks and 
enjoy the setting sun with a glass of wine in 
hand. 
Wed 13 Oct: 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
Rock Ferry Cellar Door,  
130 Hammerichs Road, Blenheim

Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter
Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s 
e-newsletter ‘Marlborough Matters’ covers
the latest news and information on Council
services and projects. Stay in the know and
sign up today. Visit: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/your-council/council-enewsletter
to subscribe.

Minister pays a visit to Marlborough's new district library 
Regional Development Minister Hon Stuart 
Nash visited the new Marlborough District 
Library and Art Gallery build last week.
The build is progressing well - the main 
components of the steel framing are 
complete. The precast concrete tiles on 
the east and west walls are being installed. 
Plywood for the roof has arrived and the 
final concrete pour on level one is underway.
“It was a pleasure to host Minister Nash 
who dropped in to see progress. I thanked 
him for the Government funding of $11m 
announced in July last year,” says Mayor 
John Leggett. 
“Everyone is excited about progress and 
looking forward to the completion of 
the build, scheduled for late next year.
Fortunately Covid has not had a major 
impact on construction.”

From left to right: Project Manager Luke van 
Velthooven and Site Manager Nick Robinson 
with Mayor Leggett and Minister Nash on the first 
floor, overlooking the Taylor River

Alfred St car park building changing to Pay by Plate
Waiting for a paper ticket and the barrier arm 
to lift in the Alfred St car park building will 
soon be a thing of the past when the parking 
system moves to Pay by Plate in November.
The Assets and Services Committee agreed 
last week, subject to full Council approval, 
to extend Pay by Plate, which is already 
operating in Blenheim and Picton’s outdoor 
car parks, to the car park building.
Councillor Brian Dawson says this is the final 
part of the Pay by Plate project which will 
now see a consistent parking system across 
Blenheim and Picton. 
“Over the years the old ‘pay on exit’ barrier 
system has experienced issues of one kind 
or another resulting in people not being 
able to exit the building, either due to faulty 
tickets, technical issues with the barrier 
or human error. The system was due for 
replacement so the move to Pay by Plate 
now makes sense,” Clr Dawson says.
“The main change for people to be aware of 
is that you will need to pay for your parking 
session when you park your car, rather than 
when you exit the building,” he said.
To minimise queuing and speed up the 
payment process, three Pay by Plate 
terminals will be installed. A QR (Quick 
Response) code will also be added as 
an additional payment option and the 
Paymypark App will be extended to include 
the car park building.
Two terminals will be located at the entry 
stairwell, with one accepting coins and 
debit/credit cards, and the other accepting 
only debit/credit cards. 

The third terminal will be located in the 
ground floor east lobby to enable people at 
that end of the building to pay. 
This terminal will accept coins as well as 
debit/credit cards.
Payment by the Payeasy QR code will also 
be available on all floors at a cost of  
25 cents per transaction. This method allows 
drivers to use their mobile phone camera 
to scan the QR code and access a website 
allowing them to pay by Apple or Google 
Pay, MasterCard or Visa.
The parking charges for the building will 
remain the same at $1.20 per hour or $4.80 
per day with the first hour free. There will be 
a 5% debit or credit card fee.
Those who lease car parks in the building 
will be moved to the Pay by Plate  
e-permit system.

Improved security to reduce car park vandalism
New security measures have been approved by the Assets and Services Committee in a bid 
to combat recurring vandalism in the Alfred St car park building.
Councillor Brian Dawson says unfortunately over the years the building has been a target for 
anti-social behaviour and vandalism, especially Levels 2 and 3. 
“Anti-social activities such as partying and tagging have become more common. Serious 
vandalism including damage to the barriers, lift doors and vehicles is also happening more 
often and repair costs are mounting,” Clr Dawson says.
In an effort to prevent this, the committee has agreed, subject to Council ratification, to 
upgrade the CCTV system so it is compatible with the Blenheim town centre system and 
install additional CCTV cameras to improve coverage throughout the car park building. 
The committee also agreed to increase security by locking off the top floor to allow access 
via the lift or stairs to authorised people only.  
The installation of a roller grille will limit vehicle access to the top floor to authorised vehicles 
only. These measures will not inconvenience members of the public who park in the building 
as they will still have access via the lift or stairs. 
Clr Dawson says the Council hopes the increased security measures will be implemented by 
the end of the year.
“In the meantime, anyone who sees suspicious behaviour should contact APL Property Ltd 
on Ph: 03 577 7780 or call 111 if there is an immediate risk to life or property,” he says.

Marlborough’s Road to Recovery Update
It’s a long road to recovery in Marlborough 
but the Queen Charlotte Track has just 
reached the final distance marker.
Just in time for the school holidays, the track 
has fully reopened for people to get out 
and explore their ‘brilliant backyard’. It has 
been temporarily closed since the July storm 
which caused havoc in Marlborough. 
Department of Conservation (DOC) Sounds’ 
Senior Ranger Margot Ferrier says DOC staff  
worked hard to repair and reopen damaged 
sections of the track for local people and 
visitors to enjoy it. 
“People need to take care with repair work 
still ongoing in places. Parts of the track are 
muddy so sturdy footwear is needed and 
people should be careful not to slip,”  
she says. For more details go to:  
www.doc.govt.nz
There are still some restrictions in place due 
to the ongoing effects of the storm damage. 
The Queen Charlotte Sound side of the 
track is open including DOC campsites at 
Schoolhouse Bay, Camp Bay, Bay of Many 
Coves, Black Rock and Umungata/Davies 
Bay and private accommodation. 
However, the Kenepuru Road and side roads 
to the track are closed. All DOC campsites 
on the Kenepuru side are closed including 
Cowshed Bay. Hosted accommodation 
providers on the Kenepuru side who have 
confidence their guests will not access the 
closed roading area are able to operate 
though. 
Following the 17 July storm, the Kenepuru 
Road beyond Mahau Bay Road  
remains closed. 
From the Linkwater turnoff to Mahau Bay 
Road including Moetapu Bay Road, there 
is now ‘controlled access (residents only)’. 
There is a hard closure in place from 9.00 
am to 3.00 pm on weekdays, with stop/go 
delays on either side of these times for those 
with ‘resident’ or ‘essential’ passes. For 
criteria for resident and essential passes go 
to: https://bit.ly/Jul21StormRoadRecovery
This access does not include visitors who 
are hiring or renting a holiday home or 
baches where rental arrangements have 

been made through either a property letting 
agency or directly with the owner.
Marlborough Recovery Manager Marianne 
Aitken says this will have an unfortunate 
impact on holiday rental accommodation 
providers but it is a reality of the massive 
weather event and the severe damage to 
the roading network.
“Anyone still considering renting their 
properties in this area, if they have water 
access only, should consider carefully 
the ramifications of this. There are many 
people who are facing adversity and stress 
following the extreme weather event and 
no-one wants to add to this,” she says.
“We just ask everyone to be really mindful 
that the Kenepuru Road network cannot be 
accessed. There is pressure on the roading 
repair teams to get the job done. They need 
time and unfettered access to the road 
network to make this happen.”
“Please also be mindful of putting additional 
pressures on emergency services. With the 
road closed, how will they - fire and medical 
- reach your property if someone who is
staying there, who may not know the area,
has a medical event?”
Mrs Aitken says holiday rental property 
owners need to manage their risk and be 
aware of their health and safety and duty of 
care obligations for guests as the ‘person 
conducting a business or undertaking’ 
(PCBU), including if through third party 
booking channels.
The Council is also aware there are a 
number of permanent residents located 
along the stretch of Kenepuru Road 
between ‘the rock’ site and Portage Bay 
who do not have access to a jetty to be able 
to come and go by water if needed, she said. 
“We are working closely with Marlborough 
Roads to build a plan around this,” said Mrs 
Aitken. If you are one of these residents 
and have not yet been in contact with the 
Council Recovery Team directly, please 
email: recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the latest Marlborough Roads Recovery 
Update please go to:  
https://bit.ly/MarlRoadsUpdate1Oct

Clock counts down on Sports Hub completion
Councillors went on a tour of the new Lansdowne Park Sports Hub last week, as the project 
nears completion.
Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick, who holds the Community and Sports Centres portfolio, says 
Councillors were blown away by the building’s interior design, colour pallet and views over 
the No. 1 rugby field and netball courts.
“The view is simply stunning,” he said. "Looking out to the netball courts you can see all the 
way to the Wither Hills and the view of the newly sown No.1 field is pretty impressive too,” Clr 
Fitzpatrick says.
The new facility, which is planned to be completed by the end of October, includes toilets 
and change rooms for netball, rugby union, touch rugby and softball players, as well as office 
space for administration staff. A bar, kitchen, function area, equipment storerooms, umpire 
rooms and a tuck shop are also included.
Over the next month Robinsons Construction Ltd, who are carrying out the build, will focus 
on completing the drainage, exterior cladding and installing the kitchen equipment, as well 
as completing the flooring and the first floor ceiling. Council’s Parks and Open Spaces team 
will work alongside Robinsons to complete the landscaping.

Councillors catch a glimpse of the newly sown No.1 field during their tour of the new Lansdowne Park 
Sports Hub

Free bus travel to vaccine appointments
Marlborough District Council, with the 
support of Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency, is offering free public transport for 
Marlborough residents and their caregivers 
or dependents to attend Covid-19 vaccine 
appointments.
Free travel is a single return trip to a 
vaccination appointment using the 
Marlborough Bus on a scheduled service, 
which includes the Blenheim, Renwick and 
Picton services.
If you require a caregiver to accompany 
you to attend a vaccine appointment, they 
can also travel for free. Or if you have 
dependents that you need to look after (e.g. 
young children) they can also travel for free.
Free travel can only be used on the day 
of your appointment - show the bus driver 
your appointment confirmation either as a 
phone text or letter. Staff will check that your 
appointment is dated for the day of travel. 

Face masks and QR code scanning are 
mandatory when on board and at bus 
stops. If you don’t have an appointment but 
you get vaccinated at a walk-in clinic, your 
return journey home will be free if you can 
show proof of vaccination on that day. Visit: 
https://bookmyvaccine.covid19.health.nz/ 
or call 0800 28 29 26.

Temporary road closures - October 10 2021 - Riverlands 
Industrial Estate
On Sunday 10 October the following roads 
in Riverlands Industrial Estate will be closed 
to ordinary vehicle traffic between 7.30 am 
and 5.00 pm for the Marlborough Car Club 
Sprint Races:
• Bristol Street, RP 0m - 550m
• Manchester Street, RP 0m - 300m
• Vernon Street, RP 0m - 330m
During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being  
closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer of the 

New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport 
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough 
Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Control of aquatic weeds in watercourses
Council’s drain spraying programme to 
control weeds will begin on Monday 11 
October 2021. Spraying will take place in 
Council-maintained drains and watercourses 
on the Lower Wairau plain, east of Jacksons 
Road and Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or watercourses 
in the area for irrigation, stock or harvesting 

watercress, please check in with Council’s 
contractor, Downer, Ph: 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance with 
the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2 
(section 2.12.11).
If you have any other enquiries, please 
contact Steve Bezar on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough’s road to recovery info
Anyone who needs support as a result of 
the July storm should contact the Council at: 
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the status of a road, please visit the 
Marlborough Emergency Management 
Official Public Information Map at:  
https://bit.ly/CDEM-Map 
before your journey, and stay up to date on 
the latest roading alerts at:  
https://bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
For roading information and queries please 
contact Marlborough Roads on  

Ph: 03 520 8024 or 0800 213 213 between 
8.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday. 
Alternatively you can email the recovery 
team at:  
recovery@marlboroughroads.com
For general recovery information go to: 
https://bit.ly/MDCRecoveryInfo
For the Mayoral Relief Fund go to: 
https://bit.ly/StormMayoralReliefFund
Please follow the Council’s Facebook 
page, Antenno app, Twitter and the Council 
website for further information.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Wairau Diversion campsite partially reopens
The Wairau Diversion Reserve at Neal Road, 
Marshlands, near Blenheim, partially opened 
again for responsible camping, fishing and 
whitebaiting from Tuesday 5 October.
Overnight camping is permitted in the 
camping zone only, under the Council’s 
Responsible Camping Bylaw 2020. 
Visitors are limited to a stay of two nights 
only and only in a fully self-contained 
vehicle. Tents and non self-contained 
vehicles are not permitted. 
The Reserve was closed after damage from 
the July 17 storm. A strip of land alongside 
the river was washed away and remedial 
options are being prepared for this area. 
The current site is a temporary solution 
for campers until a permanent area is 
established. The Reserve will remain 
blocked off at the Hinepango stream to 
vehicles, but it has pedestrian access. 

The main camping area east of the 
Hinepango Swamp is still closed due to 
storm damage.

A strip of land was lost at the Wairau Diversion

The Queen Charlotte Track is open to walkers and mountain bikers.  
Credit: MarlboroughNZ and @barekiwi
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