He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau
NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council services on Labour Day

Spring in Seymour Square

Marlborough District Council’s
Blenheim office and Picton Service
Centre is closed on Monday 26
October, Labour Day.
Kerbside refuse and recycling
Rubbish and recycling scheduled to
be collected on Monday 26 October
will be collected on Tuesday 27
October.
Transfer Station
Blenheim Transfer Station, Resource
Recovery, Re-use Centres and
Greenwaste facility and composting
will be open between 8.00 am and
4.30 pm. The E-Waste collection
facility will be closed.
Picton Transfer Station is open
between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Havelock Transfer Station is open
between 8.00 am and 2.00 pm.
Seddon, Rai Valley and Wairau Valley

After clear skies and warmer weather
it seems Spring has officially sprung in
Marlborough. Council’s Gardening Team
has been busy planting 12,000 annuals
in Seymour Square, including violas,

transfer stations will be closed.
Landfill
The landfill is open between 7.30 am
and midday.
Libraries
Marlborough District Library
(Blenheim) and Picton Library and
Service Centre are closed.
Bus services
There are no bus services on
Monday 26 October.

Join in Family History Month at
Marlborough District Library
Marlborough District Library in
Blenheim is celebrating family history
throughout October with a number
of free events highlighting the
resources available at the library.
A series of talks, including getting
started with your family history and
The Carnatic Heritage Project are
running each Friday in October. The
talks, presented by the Blenheim
Family History Group and the
Marlborough Museum, are held
between 12.15 pm and 12.45 pm,
covering the following:
Friday 23 October - The Carnatic
Heritage Project. The Carnatic ship
arrived in Picton in 1875 bringing
immigrants directly to Marlborough
from London.
Friday 30 October - ‘Just a few lines’

discussing correspondence prior to
1920.
Free two-hour online courses for
beginners to genealogy are running
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Courses
include tips for searching Ancestry.
com and census, births, deaths,
marriages, parish and shipping
records. On Thursday 29 October a
special course is running on the Top
of the South online history database,
The Prow.
Places for these courses are limited,
so please contact the library to
register, Ph: 03 520 7491.
Every Wednesday a member of the
Blenheim Family History Group is
available between 1.00 pm and
3.00 pm to answer questions about
your specific research.

Positively Ageing – Liz Davidson
Many know Liz as the former
Marlborough Mayor - the first and only
female to hold the position to date. Liz
was also a member of the District
Health Board, including as its deputy
chair, and also spent eight years on the
Conservation Board and was its
inaugural chair in 1991.
Despite stepping away from her formal
roles some time ago, Liz’s continued
love for the local community is
evident by the number of clubs and
organisations she belongs to, including
the Marlborough Art Society Pastel
Painting Group and the Camera Club.
Liz’s passion for photography sees her
post daily on an international photo
site and her work has a large Facebook
following.
As a member of the public library Liz
does a lot of reading. Her reading
choices include mystery crimes, politics
and comparative religion.
She is the caregiver for her husband Dr
Keith Davidson, and in her spare time
enjoys daily walks with her dog, which

poppies, polyanthus, calendulas and
myosotis (forget-me-not). It took the
team two weeks to dig, prepare and
plant the annuals - that can now be
enjoyed by all.

Resident survey shows high satisfaction
The results are in and Marlborough
District Council has again received a high
satisfaction score, with 71% of residents
saying they are satisfied with Council
services. The survey is run independently
each year by SIL Research.
Mayor John Leggett says satisfaction
with Council services and facilities has
remained consistently high in recent
years.
“The satisfaction level decreased slightly
this year to 71% from 73.8% last year. The
impact of COVID-19 and the uncertainties
it created are a likely contributor to this.
Almost all of our community facilities
were forced to close their doors during
lockdown.”
“However many of our most important
services performed well, with residents
rating 37 out of 50 (74%) of Council
services at a satisfaction level of 60% or
above.”
“When benchmarked against other
councils, I’m very proud to say most
Marlborough District Council service
scores are higher, with many significantly
higher, than others.”
The Council’s top-rated services in 2020
were:

• Parks, reserves and open spaces (7.7/10
10or 88%)
• Emergency management (7.6/10 or 84%)
• Cemeteries (7.6/10 or 86%)
• Library services (7.6/10 or 83%)
• Swimming pools (7.6/10 or 86%)
• Drinking water supply (7.5/10 or 83%)
“Sports fields, harbours, sewerage, solid
waste, the Resource Recovery Centre and
walk and cycle ways also scored highly.
The biggest satisfaction increases this year
were for biosecurity and bus services.”
“I’d like to thank our hard working
councillors, staff and contractors for all
their efforts over the last year - it has
been a challenging one for everyone but
we have all contributed to a very good
result.”
The survey was conducted via telephone,
online and postal survey between 19 June
and 31 July 2020. Most services have
targets for resident satisfaction that are set
in the long term plan and reported on
each year in the annual report.
The full survey is available at:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
long-term-and-annual-plans-policies-andreports/residents-satisfaction-survey

Community Grants

Liz Davidson
she says helps to keep them both fit.
Councillor and friend Thelma Sowman
says Liz is an inspirational woman who
continues to educate and improve
herself.
“She is always up for a new challenge.
She contributes hugely to the
community in a quiet and discreet
manner.”

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Marlborough District Council is seeking
applications for funding from not-forprofit organisations providing services to
the Marlborough community from the
following sectors:
• Arts and Culture
• Community Welfare/Social Services
• Environment
• Heritage
• Sport and Recreation
In 2020 the Community Grants Fund
was increased to $500,000 to assist
organisations impacted by COVID-19
restrictions. This funding is allocated over
two funding rounds with the first round
now completed.
For Round 2 there are two funding options
available - COVID-19 Support Grants for
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organisations that have suffered a loss of
income and the usual Council Community
Grants. Please refer to the criteria and
information sheets relevant to each grant
option on our website.
Applications must be for projects and
services that meet the criteria for the
funding and be of direct benefit to the
people of Marlborough.
Applications can be completed online at
Council’s website: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/our-community/grants-and-awards
Applications close at 5.00 pm Friday 30
October 2020.
For further information please contact: Lyne
Reeves, Community Development Advisor,
or, Jodie Griffiths, Community Development
Support on Ph: 03 520 7400.

