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The following meetings are open to 
the public and anyone can attend. The 
agendas will be available online and from 
the Council’s office at 15 Seymour Street, 
Blenheim.

Council 
Thursday 29 October at 9.00 am
Assets & Services Committee 
Thursday 12 November at 9.00 am
Environment Committee 
Thursday 19 November at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.  
For further information visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and  
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood  
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard  
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for 
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 

Make It Blenheim 
There’s lots going on to keep everyone 
entertained all day - from the Marlborough 
Artisan Craft Market, live music and kids’  
games to a Live Mannequin Hour with  
store windows set to come alive courtesy  
of Stage Lab and the Boathouse Theatre.  
Bring your friends and family and support 
local!
Sat 24 Oct: 9.00 am - 4.00 pm  
Blenheim CBD

Proposed temporary road closure - Christmas Parade
On Saturday 5 December 2020 the 
following streets are proposed to be  
closed to ordinary vehicle traffic from  
11.00 am to 6.00 pm for the Marlborough  
4 Fun Christmas Parade:
•  John Street from the intersection of  

Henry Street to Hutcheson Street 
•  Henry Street from the intersection of  

John Street to Alfred Street 
•  Seymour Street from the intersection of 

Alfred Street to John Street 
Parking of vehicles will be prohibited 
between 11.00 am and 6.00pm in the 
following streets, being the route of the 
parade:
•  Hutcheson Street from John Street to 

Alfred Street 
•  Alfred Street between Seymour Street 

and Market Street North 
•  Seymour Street between John Street  

and High Street 
•  High Street from Seymour Street to 

Market Street 
•  Queen Street from High Street to  

Maxwell Road

•  Maxwell Road from Queen Street to 
Market Street 

•  Market Street from Maxwell Road to  
Alfred Street 

During the proposed period of closure, 
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road 
being closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer of the 
New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch). 
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure. This notice is given 
pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic 
Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Persons wishing to object to the proposal 
can lodge their objection in writing before 
Thursday 19 November 2020 at the office 
of Marlborough Roads, The Forum, Market 
Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 
7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Resident survey shows high satisfaction 
The results are in and Marlborough 
District Council has again received a high 
satisfaction score, with 71% of residents 
saying they are satisfied with Council 
services. The survey is run independently 
each year by SIL Research.
Mayor John Leggett says satisfaction with 
Council services and facilities has remained 
consistently high in recent years. 
“The satisfaction level decreased slightly 
this year to 71% from 73.8% last year.  
The impact of COVID-19 and the 
uncertainties it created are a likely 
contributor to this. Almost all of our 
community facilities were forced to  
close their doors during lockdown.”
“However many of our most important 
services performed well, with residents 
rating 37 out of 50 (74%) of Council  
services at a satisfaction level of 60% or 
above.”
“When benchmarked against other councils, 
I’m very proud to say most Marlborough 
District Council service scores are higher, 
with many significantly higher, than others.” 
The Council’s top-rated services in  
2020 were:
•  Parks, reserves and open spaces  

(7.7/10 or 88%)

• Emergency management (7.6/10 or 84%)
•  Cemeteries (7.6/10 or 86%)
•  Library services (7.6/10 or 83%)
• Swimming pools (7.6/10 or 86%)
• Drinking water supply (7.5/10 or 83%)
“Sports fields, harbours, sewerage, solid 
waste, the Resource Recovery Centre and 
walk and cycle ways also scored highly.  
The biggest satisfaction increases 
this year were for biosecurity and bus 
services.”
“I’d like to thank our hard working 
councillors, staff and contractors for all 
their efforts over the last year - it has been 
a challenging one for everyone but we 
have all contributed to a very good result.”
The survey was conducted via telephone, 
online and postal survey between 19 June 
and 31 July 2020. Most services have 
targets for resident satisfaction that are set 
in the long term plan and reported on each 
year in the annual report.
The full survey is available at: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
long-term-and-annual-plans-policies-and-
reports/residents-satisfaction-survey

Spring in Seymour Square
After clear skies and warmer weather it seems Spring has officially sprung in Marlborough. 
Council’s Gardening Team has been busy planting 12,000 annuals in Seymour Square, 
including violas, poppies, polyanthus, calendulas and myosotis (forget-me-not). It took the 
team two weeks to dig, prepare and plant the annuals - that can now be enjoyed by all.

Jump aboard and take the bus to town
If you’re planning on spending a few hours 
in town, why not take the bus? 
The Blenheim to Renwick service operates 
from Monday to Saturday and runs four 
daily circuits on week days - one early 
morning, one mid-morning, one  
mid-afternoon and one early evening.  
It also runs two circuits on a Saturday - one 
mid-morning and one mid-afternoon. Fares 
are $3 for adults and $1.50 for school aged 
children. Children under five travel free.
The new Blenheim commuter service 
operates Monday to Friday and provides two 
simultaneous services to southern Blenheim. 
The morning services depart at 7.30 am 
and 8.00 am. The evening services depart 

at 5.15 pm and 5.45 pm. The West route 
travels along Maxwell Road, Taylor Pass 
Road, Forest Park Drive, Hillcrest Avenue, 
Wither Road and Howick Road. The East 
route goes along Stephenson Street, 
Houldsworth Street, Muller Road, Redwood 
Street, Wither Road and Weld Street. 
The fares for this service are $2  
for adults and $1 for school children. 
Children under five travel free.
Timetables including fares and route 
information are available at:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
blenheim-bus-services
Hard copies can also be picked up from 
Council reception.

Two weeks left to have your say on dog control bylaw review
Consultation on the Council’s Dog Control 
Policy and Bylaw is underway and will run 
for another two weeks, closing at 5.00 pm 
on Monday 9 November.
Animal Control Contract Manager Jane 
Robertson says the new draft bylaw 
proposes including making some parts of 
the Taylor River Reserve on-leash instead 
of the current off-leash.
“Instead of the Taylor River being totally 
off-leash the proposal suggests that dogs 
need to be on a leash on the section of 
the Taylor River Reserve from The Quays, 
near Raupo café to the Burleigh Bridge. 
This area is popular with a wide range of 
people, not just dog walkers, and is where 
we see the most conflict between different 
users.” 
“We have had instances of uncontrolled 
dogs and also owners not cleaning up after 
their dogs in this area,” Ms Robertson said.
Other proposed changes in the draft bylaw 
include allowing dogs into Blenheim’s CBD 
if they are on a leash and under control, 
and increasing the restricted area around 
playgrounds for dogs from three to ten 
metres. Prohibiting dogs from Blenheim’s 
Pollard Park and Ward Beach is also 
proposed.
“We want input from dog owners and the 
general public to make sure our policy and 
bylaw works for everyone in our region,”  
Ms Robertson said.

Following the consultation period, hearings 
will take place in early December when 
submitters have the opportunity to speak.
For more information and to make a 
submission or to view maps showing the 
proposed changes, visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
bylaws/dog-control-bylaw-2010/proposed-
dog-control-policy-and-bylaw-review
Submission forms, copies of the Statement 
of Proposal, and the draft proposed 
policy and bylaw are also available at 
the Council’s Blenheim office, the Picton 
Library and Service Centre and from  
Animal Control at 56 Main Street, Blenheim.

Council services on Labour Day
Marlborough District Council’s Blenheim 
office and Picton Service Centre is closed  
on Monday 26 October, Labour Day.
Kerbside refuse and recycling
Rubbish and recycling scheduled to be 
collected on Monday 26 October will  
be collected on Tuesday 27 October.
Transfer Station 
Blenheim Transfer Station, Resource 
Recovery, Re-use Centres and Greenwaste 
facility and composting will be open 
between 8.00 am and 4.30 pm. The 
E-Waste collection facility will be closed.
Picton Transfer Station is open between 
8.00 am and 4.00 pm.

Havelock Transfer Station is open  
between 8.00 am and 2.00 pm.
Seddon, Rai Valley and Wairau Valley 
transfer stations will be closed.
Landfill
The landfill is open between 7.30 am  
and midday.
Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim)  
and Picton Library and Service Centre  
are closed.
Bus services
There are no bus services on Monday 26 
October.

Check your boat’s clean before you set sail
If you’re a boatie and you’re getting ready 
for the summer season, make sure you’re 
not carrying marine pests with you when 
you set sail.
Mediterranean fanworm, which has the 
potential to infest marine farms and 
ecosystems, is one of the pests that  
Council biosecurity staff will focus on  
again this summer.
Mediterranean fanworm (also known as 
Sabella) is an introduced marine species, 
only prevalent in northern NZ. It forms 
dense populations that can crowd out 
native marine life and potentially affect 
marine farming. There are similar native 
fanworms seen in Marlborough waters, but 
these are not invasive like Sabella.
Senior Biosecurity Officer, Liam Falconer 
says the Council works closely with 
partners through the Top of the South 
Marine Biosecurity Partnership to highlight 
the threat of marine pests. Council is also 
actively implementing an operational 
programme of surveillance and response 
aimed at preventing the establishment of 
Mediterranean fanworm in particular.
“It’s important boaties continue to work 
with us to prevent Sabella incursions 
into Marlborough waters. The majority of 
incursions we’ve detected have come from 
the upper North Island on recreational 
vessels. Boaties visiting these areas need 
to ensure their vessel has been cleaned 
before they head south they don’t bring 
marine pests back to Marlborough.

“Both the Ministry for Primary Industries 
and Council encourage the owners of 
moored boats to regularly haul and clean 
their hulls and keep their antifouling paint in 
good, effective condition.”
“Marine pests can threaten the very things 
boaties value - clear waters, pristine 
beaches and an abundance of marine life, 
including kai moana. A heavily fouled hull 
can also cause long-term damage to boat 
hulls, and increase fuel and maintenance 
costs,” Mr Falconer said.
For more information visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
biosecurity/marine-biosecurity
If you think you have found Mediterranean 
fanworm please do not try to remove 
it yourself; instead contact Council 
immediately on Ph: 03 520 7400. 

Positively Ageing - Liz Davidson

Many know Liz as the former Marlborough 
Mayor - the first and only female to hold the 
position to date. Liz was also a member of 
the District Health Board, including as its 
deputy chair, and also spent eight years 
on the Conservation Board and was its 
inaugural chair in 1991.

Despite stepping away from her formal roles 
some time ago, Liz’s continued love for the 
local community is evident by the number 
of clubs and organisations she belongs to, 
including the Marlborough Art Society Pastel 
Painting Group and the Camera Club. Liz’s 
passion for photography sees her post daily 
on an international photo site and her work  
has a large Facebook following.
As a member of the public library Liz  
does a lot of reading. Her reading choices 
include mystery crimes, politics and 
comparative religion.
She is the caregiver for her husband Dr Keith 
Davidson, and in her spare time enjoys daily 
walks with her dog, which she says helps to 
keep them both fit.
Councillor and friend Thelma Sowman says 
Liz is an inspirational woman who continues 
to educate and improve herself.
“She is always up for a new challenge. 
She contributes hugely to the community in 
a quiet and discreet manner.”

Linkwater School Spring Fair
Join in the fun at Linkwater School this  
Saturday with their annual Spring Fair. 
There will be a café and BBQ offering  
delicious food, a bouncy castle for the  
kids, plant sales, raffles, stalls,  
entertainment and so much more. 
Sat 24 Oct: 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Linkwater School

Havelock Craft Fair
Head along to Havelock Town Hall this  
Labour Weekend for the annual craft fair.  
As well as lots of crafts to choose from there  
will be the ever-popular sausage sizzle to  
keep your hunger at bay. Supporting  
Havelock St John Youth Group.
Sat 24 - Mon 26 Oct: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Havelock Town Hall

Proposed temporary road closure - Mistletoe Market
On Saturday 5 December 2020 the following 
roads are to be closed to ordinary vehicle 
traffic for the Mistletoe Market between  
6.00 am and 3.00 pm:
•  High St between Seymour St and Market 

St, adjacent to the Band Rotunda
•  Market St North from High St to the Traffic 

Ramp outside Market Street Cafe
•  Wynen St from First Lane to Market St
•  Queen St between Charles St and High St
•  Charles St from Queen St to Market St
•  Market St from High St to Maxwell Rd
During the proposed period of closure, 
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road 
being closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer of the 
New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch). 

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport 
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 
1965.
Persons wishing to object to the proposal 
are to lodge their objection in writing 
before 19 November 2020, at the office of 
Marlborough Roads, The Forum, Market 
Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 
7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, 
Ph: 021 923 536.

Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council's e-newsletter
Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s 
e-newsletter ‘Marlborough Matters’ covers 
the latest news and information on Council 
services and projects. Stay in the know and 
sign up today. Visit: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/your-council/council-enewsletter  
to subscribe.

Marlborough District Library in Blenheim is celebrating family history throughout October 
with a number of free events.
A series of talks, including getting started with your family history and The Carnatic Heritage 
Project are running each Friday in October. The talks, presented by the Blenheim Family 
History Group and the Marlborough Museum, are held between 12.15 pm and 12.45 pm, 
covering the following:
Friday 23 October - The Carnatic Heritage Project. The Carnatic ship arrived in Picton in 1875 
bringing immigrants directly to Marlborough from London.
Friday 30 October - ‘Just a few lines’ discussing correspondence prior to 1920. Free two-hour 
online courses for beginners to genealogy are running on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Courses 
include tips for searching Ancestry.com and census, births, deaths, marriages, parish and 
shipping records. On Thursday 29 October a course is running on the Top of the South 
online history database, The Prow. 
Places for these courses are limited, so please contact the library to register, Ph: 03 520 7491.
Every Wednesday a member of the Blenheim Family History Group is available  between 
1.00 pm and 3.00 pm to answer your questions.

Join in Family History Month at Marlborough District Library

Mediterranean fanworm. Credit: Diving Services  
New Zealand LTD
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