
Postal Address: 
Marlborough District Council
PO Box 443, Blenheim 7240
New Zealand

Phone: 03 520 7400
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz
Website: www.marlborough.govt.nz

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri: 8.00 am - 5.00 pm

All enquiries 24 hours

Street Address: 
15 Seymour Street
Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

He kōrero nō te Kaunihera ā-Rohe o Wairau  

YOUR LOCAL NEWS FROM THE  
MARLBOROUGH  DISTRICT COUNCIL

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter
To keep you up-to-date with the latest news, Marlborough District Council has 
established a weekly newsletter. Delivering news direct to your inbox, the newsletter  
will cover the latest from Marlborough District Council on its response to COVID-19,  
as well as information on Council services and projects. Make sure you stay in the  
know by signing up today.  
Visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/council-enewsletter to subscribe.

The following meetings are open to 
the public and anyone can attend. The 
agendas will be available online and from 
the Council’s office at 15 Seymour Street, 
Blenheim.
Council
Thursday 29 October at 9.00 am
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 12 November at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
Thursday 19 November at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation. For 
further information visit: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/your-council/meetings

Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and  
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood  
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard  
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for 
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 

The ABBA Show
Secure your seats for this full-scale tribute 
concert featuring more than two hours 
of fun, music, great costumes and all the 
dancing an ABBA fan can handle. Fun for 
all ages.
Mon 2 Nov; 8pm - 10:30pm
ASB Theatre Marlborough

The Walk of the Dead
Get your creepy costumes ready and join 
a half hour walk around the hills behind 
the Pavilion before enjoying a Halloween 
themed dance. Scary themed food and 
drink will be available on the night. Please 
bring a tin of food for entry to be donated to 
the Picton Foodbank.
Fri 30 Oct; 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Port Marlborough Pavilion, Endeavour Park, 
Picton

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Now’s the time to have your say on 
Council’s Dog Control Policy and Bylaw 
review before the consultation period 
closes in just over a week’s time at 5.00 pm 
on Monday 9 November.
The new draft bylaw proposes including 
making some parts of the Taylor River 
Reserve on-leash instead of the current 
off-leash.
Other proposed changes include allowing 
dogs into Blenheim’s CBD if they are on 
a leash and under control, and increasing 
the restricted area around playgrounds for 
dogs from three to ten metres. Prohibiting 
dogs from Blenheim’s Pollard Park and 
Ward Beach is also proposed.
Following the consultation period, hearings 
will take place in early December when 
submitters have the opportunity to speak.
For more information and to make a 

submission or to view maps showing the 
proposed changes, visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
bylaws/dog-control-bylaw-2010/proposed-
dog-control-policy-and-bylaw-review
Submission forms, copies of the Statement 
of Proposal, and the draft proposed 
policy and bylaw are also available at 
the Council’s Blenheim office, the Picton 
Library and Service Centre and from Animal 
Control at 56 Main Street, Blenheim.

Final call for feedback on dog control bylaw review

Marlborough District Council’s Blenheim 
office and Picton Service Centre is closed 
on Marlborough Anniversary Day, Monday 
2 November 2020.
Kerbside refuse and recycling
Rubbish and recycling scheduled to be 
collected on Monday 2 November will be 
collected on Tuesday 3 November.
Transfer Stations
Blenheim Transfer Station, Resource 
Recovery, Re-use Centres and Greenwaste 
facility and composting will be open 
between 8.00 am and 4.30 pm. The 
E-Waste collection facility will be closed.
Picton Transfer Station is open between 
8.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Havelock Transfer Station is open between 
8.00 am and 2.00 pm.
Seddon, Rai Valley and Wairau Valley 
transfer stations are closed.

Landfill
The landfill is open between 7.30 am and 
midday.
Libraries 
Marlborough District Library and Picton 
Library and Service Centre are closed.
Bus services
There are no bus services on Monday 2 
November.

Council services on Marlborough Anniversary Day

The Taylor River Writers’ Walk is an inspired 
idea that began at Springlands School in 
2010. Now, many Marlborough schools 
participate each year and the winning 
poet’s work is recognised with a plaque 
placed on a boulder in the river reserve.
Mayor John Leggett was on hand last 
week to celebrate this year’s three 
winning student poets - Finn Maskill from 
Marlborough Boys’ College and Sativa 
Scott and McKenzie Haronga from Spring 
Creek School (pictured).
“The Taylor River Reserve walkway is a 
popular place and never more so than 
during the recent lockdown, when more 
people than ever visited. Your wonderful 
poetry will provide thought-provoking 
messages for people to discover for years 
to come.” 
“Thank you to all the schools who have 
participated and also to Geoffrey T Sowman 
Funeral Directors for their longstanding 
support.”
All the previous winners’ poetry can also 
be found online at www.topwriters.co.nz/
taylor-river-writers-walk.html

Young poets celebrate the Taylor River

Over forty Year One and Two pupils, parent 
and grandparent helpers, and members 
of the Green Ferns Senior Environmental 
Group from Renwick School got involved 
in a landscape planting day at the new 
Renwick Village Green. 
Adi James, the Council’s Community 
Programme Manager said: “The children 
did an amazing job. The ground was 
really rocky in places and required strong 
muscles to dig large enough holes for the 
plants to have a chance of survival.”
“This has been a community effort from the 
start, with the Renwick Smart + Connected 
Beautification Group initiating the project, 
community members planting the eastern 
side and now the school landscaping the 
entrance,” she said.
Renwick Village Green is due to be 
completed at the end of November and 

there will be an opening event for everyone 
to attend.  
“What a fantastic area for Renwick.  We 
look forward to using this space - I can 
already see that the kids will love it,” says 
Renwick School teacher Sarah Tullett.
Small Township Programme updates are 
available on the Council website at https://
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
small-townships-programme/renwick-
township-plan

Renwick Village Green gets greener 

Now’s the time of year when Council asks 
for the public’s help to control the highly 
invasive pest plant, Chilean Needle Grass.
Senior Biosecurity Officer Liam Falconer 
says the grass flowers during Spring and 
Summer, which means it’s easier to spot.
“Look out for its purple-tinged, spikey 
seed heads and its lime green colour. It is a 
sharp, angular grass, not soft or droopy like 
most other grasses,” Mr Falconer said.
“Over the next few months farmers and 
vineyard operators, along with Council staff 
and contractors, will be carrying out control 
work and compliance inspections in known 
infestation areas.”
He suggests that owners of lifestyle blocks, 
farms and vineyards check their property 
for any sign of the grass and contact the 
Council if they suspect they have seen 
it. The Council works to get any new 
infestations under control as quickly as 
possible.
“As Chilean Needle Grass seeds mature, 
they can easily hitch a ride, especially if 
people are moving soil, machinery or stock. 
If you’re in an infested area it’s important 
to be aware of the risk and the regulations 
that apply.”
“Even though most infestations are under 
intensive management, there is always 

the possibility of a plant being missed or 
flowering later in the season. The seeds 
can move easily by clinging to footwear and 
animal pelts. People walking in affected 
areas can help ensure they’re not carrying 
seeds by checking their footwear and their 
dog’s coat,” he said.
If you think you’ve seen Chilean Needle 
Grass, please take a photo, record the 
location and email  
biosecurity@marlborough.govt.nz
You can also use plant ID online platforms 
such as iNaturalist at https://inaturalist.nz/ 
or the Find-A-Pest app to lodge reports. 
There are helpful resources available on 
Council’s website, including a Smart Map 
with information on the plant, where it has 
been found, photographs and explanations 
of what can be done to deal with it. You can 
view the Smart Map at:  
https://bit.ly/31DEtRB

Join the hunt for Chilean Needle Grass

Te Moana Glow Show!
Illuminate kids’ hearts and minds with this 
45 minute magical, giant scale, glow-in-the-
dark puppet show that follows a courageous 
Kina on her journey of discovery across the 
Pacific Ocean to Aotearoa. Recommended 
for children aged 2 to 10 years.
Tue 3 Nov; 10am - 11am
ASB Theatre Marlborough

On Friday 11 December the following 
portion of Blenheim streets will be closed 
to ordinary vehicle traffic from 1.00 pm 
to 11.00 pm for the Blenheim Christmas 
Festival:
•  Market Street - from Charles Street to 

High Street
•  Wynen Street - from Market Street to First 

Lane
•  Charles Street - from Queen Street to 

Market Street
During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the 
supervision and authority of an Officer 
of the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety 
Branch).

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposed 
closure can lodge their objection in writing 
before Wednesday 25 November at the 
Marlborough Roads Office, The Forum, 
Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, 
Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Proposed temporary road closure - Christmas Festival 

As part of the Ōpaoa River Loop’s annual 
weed maintenance, the herbicide Reglone 
is being applied from Monday 9 November.
Property owners adjoining the Loop 
should not take watercress or use this 
water for irrigation or stock at this time. All 
reasonable precautions should be taken to 
ensure pets and domestic animals do not 
drink from this water for at least 48 hours 
following the spray application.  Water 
levels may change within the Loop due to 

control gate operations.
The application will be carried out by 
contractor Downer’s registered chemical 
applicators. Any alterations to the proposed 
programme will be further publicly notified. 
The spray operation is in accordance with 
the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2 
Sec 2.16.11.
For further enquiries please contact Steve 
Bezar. Ph: 03 520 7400.

Ōpaoa Loop Herbicide Spray Applications for Round 2 of the Council’s 
Community Grants close at 5.00 pm 
tomorrow, Friday 30 October.
Applications for funding from not-for-profit 
organisations providing services to the 
Marlborough community from the following 
sectors are invited:
• Arts and Culture
• Community Welfare/Social Services
• Environment
• Heritage
• Sport and Recreation
In 2020 the Community Grants Fund 
was increased to $500,000 to assist 
organisations impacted by COVID-19 
restrictions. This funding is allocated over 
two funding rounds with the first round now 
completed. 

For Round 2 there are two funding options 
available - COVID-19 Support Grants for 
organisations that have suffered a loss of 
income and the usual Council Community 
Grants. Please refer to the criteria and 
information sheets relevant to each grant 
option on our website. 
Applications must be for projects and 
services that meet the criteria for the 
funding and be of direct benefit to the 
people of Marlborough.
Applications can be completed online at 
Council’s website: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/our-community/grants-and-awards
For further information please contact: Lyne 
Reeves, Community Development Advisor, 
or, Jodie Griffiths, Community Development 
Support on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Last call for Community Grants applications

Work to upgrade the sewerage network 
in the North of Blenheim is underway with 
construction beginning on Tuesday.
Schick Civil Construction have been 
appointed to carry out the project and are 
on-site at Fulton Street where the first stage 
of the project will start. The work along 
Fulton Street will reduce the traffic flow to 
one way, and motorists in the area should 
plan for minor delays.
Assets and Services Manager Richard 
Coningham says the $13.7m project will 
provide for future residential growth of 700 
homes.
“The Blenheim sewerage upgrade 
will increase sewer and pump station 
capacities, reduce the effects of inflow 
and infiltration on the sewer network and 
reduce sewer overflow frequency,” he said.
“Our region has enjoyed steady growth 
over the last decade. While Council has 
zoned extensive land areas, infrastructure 
upgrades like this one are required to meet 
demand and satisfy the growing need for 
housing,” he said.

Once the Fulton Street stretch of work has 
been completed in late December, the 
focus will shift to Budge Street. That work 
involves replacing sections of gravity and 
pressure sewers and service connections 
and the replacement of pump stations.
The Budge Street (West) pump station and 
the McLauchlan Street pump station will be 
rebuilt to manage the additional sewerage 
flow. The Nelson Street pump station on 
the corner of Nelson and Bomford streets 
will be replaced with a new Bomford Street 
pump station, the most significant element 
of the project.
The upgrade will result in two sewer 
crossings over culverted sections of 
Fulton Creek, as well as crossings of State 
Highway 1 at the Budge Street intersection 
and State Highway 6 at the Bomford Street 
intersection.
Local sub-contracting companies including 
Edridge Contracting, TC Nicholls, CMT 
Group and Aotea Electrical will be used 
throughout the 18-month project.
Pictured: Old pumping stations will be replaced.

Work starts on Blenheim sewer upgrade 
On Wednesday 11 November the following 
portion of the street will be closed to 
ordinary vehicle traffic from 10.30 am to 
12.15 pm for the purpose of the Armistice 
Day Commemoration Service.
•  Seymour Street from High Street to Alfred 

Street
Notice is also given that parking will be 
prohibited and cars will be removed from 
8.00 am to 1.30 pm in Seymour Street from 
High Street to Alfred Street.
During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicular traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the 

supervision and authority of an Officer 
of the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety 
Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 
342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to 
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Proposed temporary road closure - Armistice Day 

Download the Antenno 
app to keep up with 
council updates
Find out more on our website:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/apps/antenno
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