He kōrero nō te Kaunihera ā-Rohe o Wairau
YOUR LOCAL NEWS FROM THE
MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
Battys Road roundabout given the go ahead

A new roundabout at the intersection of
Battys Road and New Renwick Road has
been given the go ahead by Council’s
Assets and Services Committee with work
set to begin this month.
The new roundabout is needed to address
traffic volumes and road safety concerns in
the Burleigh area and is also required prior
to the development of a new residential area
known as ‘Burleigh Estate’ - located in the
north-west corner of Battys Road and New
Renwick Road.
Councillors also approved the funding
model for the construction of the new
roundabout, which will require the removal
of the existing power poles and new power
lines being laid underground.
The Committee has agreed that following
the Waka Kotahi subsidy, the remaining
cost of approximately $1 million for the
roundabout will be funded through a

combination of zone and development
levies, and existing roading budgets, subject
to 2021-31 Long Term Plan consultation.
Regional Transport Committee Chair,
Councillor Francis Maher, says today’s
decision is a step in the right direction in
addressing safety concerns relating to the
busy intersection.
“The new roundabout will also greatly
improve the flow of traffic in the area both
now, and in the future when the Burleigh
development area is opened up,” Clr Maher
said.
Modelling carried out by Cardno Design on
behalf of Council, concludes that a single
lane roundabout will be sufficient for the
area for the next 15 years, depending on
actual traffic growth.
This decision is subject to final adoption at
the full Council meeting on Thursday 29
October.

First hour parking free - remember to enter your plate number

Drivers in Blenheim and Picton are reminded
to activate a Pay by Plate parking meter or
the PayMyPark app to access their first hour
of free parking.
The first hour free initiative was introduced
on 1 October and provides drivers with more
flexibility on how they spend their fee-free
60 minutes.
The first hour free parking can now be
spread out during separate visits to town.
For example, if you park for 30 minutes in
town in the morning you can return to town
at a later time and use the remaining 30
minutes.
Councillor Brian Dawson, who holds the
parking portfolio, says councillors recently
decided to extend free parking in Blenheim
and Picton to help boost retail sales and
hospitality activity to assist Marlborough’s
COVID-19 recovery.
“Offering the first hour free aligns with
the average length of time people are

parking in the CBD on-street car parks,”
Clr Dawson said.
The Alfred Street car park is included in the
first hour free initiative. However, all day
tariffs for the car park building and all day
car parks remain at $4 per day.
Please phone the Council on
Ph: 03 520 7400 or
email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz if you
require further advice or assistance.
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Hi there,
MDC car parks will change to
'1st Hour Free Parking' from 1 October 2020.
Please remember to enter your number plate at
the meter.

Contract signed for new library and art gallery
The contract for the construction of the new
Marlborough District Library and Art Gallery
in High Street, Blenheim has been signed,
marking another important milestone for the
project.
Mayor John Leggett and Robinson
Construction Limited Managing Director,
Phil Robinson, signed on the dotted line
formalising the construction agreement.
“Robinsons is a long-established company
with an excellent reputation, having
completed many high profile commercial
buildings in Marlborough over the years and
I look forward to watching them complete
this important community facility,” Mayor
Leggett said.
Capital funding has been secured to
cover all of the construction costs. The
Government allocation of $11 million from
the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund
has helped us fund over half of the project
construction costs.
For further information go to: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
marlborough-district-libraries/blenheimlibrary-and-art-gallery-project

Lakings Road trees remain

Councillors at a recent Assets and Services
Committee meeting have decided to retain
three mature street trees along Lakings
Road after an arborist’s report deemed the
trees as healthy and low risk to members of
the public.
The report follows a request from a Lakings
Road resident for Council to remove three
trees - a Pin Oak (Quercus palustris), a
Willow Oak (Quercus phellos) and a beech
tree (Fagus species), because of their size,
the debris they produce, and the possible
damage they could cause to underground
services. The resident also suggested the
trees pose a threat to life, and/or property
during periods of high winds.
Assets and Services Chair, Deputy Mayor
Nadine Taylor, said when the 2019 arborist’s
report was considered alongside the
provisions of the Council’s Tree Policy,
councillors agreed that there was insufficient
justification for removing the three trees.
“They are healthy specimens and as the
arborist has pointed out they are welladapted to frequent high wind events that
are common in Marlborough and pose only
a low risk. They have no visible structural
defects or signs or symptoms of pest and
diseases, and they provide considerable
character and amenity for the local area.”
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A display showing the new designs can
also be viewed at the Marlborough District
Library in Blenheim.

Left to right: Millennium Public Art Gallery Trust
Chairman, Rick Wilson; Robinson
Construction Limited Managing Director, Phil
Robinson; Mayor John Leggett; and Council
Projects and Contracts Manager, Maighan
Watson at the contract signing for the new
Marlborough District Library and Art Gallery

“A survey of Lakings Road residents,
and feedback from the wider community
also found in favour of retaining the trees
with 72% of people supporting their
preservation,” Deputy Mayor Taylor said.
In making its decision the Committee
supported on-going annual monitoring of
the trees’ health and condition as part of a
maintenance programme.
For more information on Council’s Tree
Policy visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
recreation/parks-and-open-spaces/trees/
tree-policy
This decision is subject to final adoption at
the full Council meeting on Thursday 29
October.

Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao launching soon
Work is under way for a new grant scheme,
Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao.
Applications for the $70,000 environment
fund will open in November allowing
landowners, businesses and community
organisations to apply for funding to help
restore and protect native habitats.
Environmental Science and Monitoring
Manager, Alan Johnson, says this fund
was created to build on the success of the
Tui to Town and Greening Marlborough
programmes, which are being replaced by
the new, expanded scheme.
“The programme not only allocates more
funding for environmental grants, but also
expands what the funds can be used for.
Projects can take place on public, private or
Māori-owned land,” Mr Johnson said.
“The grant makes $25,000 available per
year to restore native habitats, and improve
biodiversity and freshwater quality. The
focus is on planting lowland areas of South
Marlborough where there is little native
vegetation, as well as waterway and wetland

margins. This $25,000 incorporates the
Tui to Town and Greening Marlborough
programme with grants of up to $5,000 per
applicant in any one year.”
“The remaining $45,000 per year is for
projects to control animal and plant pests
that are threatening native wildlife and
habitats. These grants to protect native
habitats are up to $15,000 per applicant in
any one year.”
Applications for this contestable fund
will open online on Monday 2 November
and close on Friday 27 November 2020.
Successful applicants will be notified by
Christmas.
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Community awards recognise our volunteers
Marlborough’s Volunteer Community
Awards were held last week.
A partnership between Volunteer
Marlborough and the Council, the awards
recognise voluntary groups who make a
valuable contribution to our community.
Mayor John Leggett congratulated all of
those who took part.
“Volunteer organisations do fantastic work in
our community, across an amazing number
of clubs, organisations and causes; these
awards recognise that work,” Mayor Leggett
said.
“The judging panel had a tough task in
selecting the award recipients for each of
the five award categories. The panel took
into consideration the effectiveness of
the activity, the impact on the community,
volunteer input and the number of people
who benefit.”
“This year a special award was presented
to Te Pātaka Inc - an organisation set up
to meet the need of whānau experiencing
hardship from the impact of COVID-19. This
shows the strength of our community with
people making sure whānau do not go
without. The generosity of people helping

people is what volunteers are all about,”
Mayor Leggett said.
The 2020 awards recipients are as follows:
Arts, Culture and Heritage: Tuia 250
Tōtaranui (winner); Picton Flower Ladies
(runner up)
Environment and Conservation: Rarangi
Dawn Chorus (winner)
Community/Social Services: Marlborough
Community Foodbank (winner); The Blue
Door (runner up); St John Marlborough
Health Shuttle (commendation)
Sport and Recreation: Marlborough Netball
Centre (winner); Picton Rail and Sail (runner
up)
Child/Youth Development: Graeme
Dingle Foundation Marlborough (winner);
Marlborough Youth Trust (runner up);
Marlborough Boys' College Toe by Toe
Reading Programme (commendation)
Special Award: Te Pātaka/Manaaki a Iwi
For further information about the Community
Volunteer Awards visit: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/our-community/grants-and-awards/
marlborough-volunteer-community-awards
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The Shows Must Go On

Dust off those musical theatre cobwebs and
indulge in the magic of the very best songs
from stage and screen. Showcasing an
all-star cast of NZ voices from the
international stage, this glittering concert of
musical theatre is one you will not want to
miss.
Thu 8 Oct: 7.30pm - 9.30 pm
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Bayleys Friday Night Feast

Marlborough’s biggest and best street party
is back! A true celebration of Marlborough’s
incredible produce together with live music,
giant games, giveaways and even a fun
zone especially for the kids. Bring your
friends and family, bring your appetites and
get ready to join the party.
Fri 9 Oct: 3.30 pm - 8.30 pm
Market Place, Blenheim CBD

Marina 2 Marina 2020

Sat 10 Oct: 7.00 am - 1.00 pm
London Quay, Picton

Temporary Road Closure - 9 October 2020 - Part Market
Street/Wynen Street

Commercial Events Fund open now

metre a day,” Mr Rooney said.
Members of the public can contact Council
on Ph: 03 520 7400 for further information
about the Renwick and Havelock water
meter rollout or visit: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/services/utilities/water-supplies/
water-metering-in-havelock-and-renwick/
renwick-and-havelock-water-meterfrequently-asked-questions

Marlborough Events

Now in its 8th year, this unique event takes
you through the stunning trails around
Picton. With a variety of walking and
running courses to choose from, including
a 24km option on the Link Pathway, there is
something for everyone.

This year’s Marlborough Community Volunteer Awards recipients

Renwick and Havelock water use information out soon

Residents in Renwick and Havelock will
soon receive information on their water use
following the first reading of their meters.
Council’s Operations and Maintenance
Engineer Stephen Rooney says this is a
major milestone for the project.
“Now that we have completed the initial
meter reading, meters will be read on a
regular basis to provide residents with a
comparison between winter and summer
demand.”
“Over the next couple of weeks households
in Renwick and Havelock will be provided
with an information sheet that will detail their
water consumption prior to charging starting
on 1 July 2021. This lead-in period provides
water usage data through a complete
summer period,” Mr Rooney said.
“Water meters are the fairest way to pay, as
you only pay for the water you actually use,
giving you control over your bill. Metering
helps secure future water supplies by
encouraging people to conserve water.”
“Meters also help to identify leaks and get
them fixed quickly. We have already found
some very large leaks - one was showing
a loss of water of 68 cubic metres a day,
compared to the average household daily
winter consumption of less than one cubic

Opening Hours

Round 1 of Council’s 2020/2021
Commercial Events Fund is open now.
This Fund was established to help create
economic benefit to Marlborough by
attracting new events and helping to build
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial
Events Fund Sub-committee considers
the applications and currently there is
up to $130,000 per annum available for
allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must
be held within the Marlborough District
Council boundaries. Community events,
conferences, conventions, trade shows
and exhibitions are not eligible. Funding
is granted on an annual basis but it does
not mean that all funds must be distributed

each year. Past applicants who have been
unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
• Applications close: 5.00 pm on Monday 19
October 2020
• Funding decision by: Friday 13 November
2020
Applications must be completed online via
Council’s website: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/recreation/events/commercial-eventsfund/marlborough-commercial-eventsfund-application
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s
Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary Road Closure - Cloudy Bay, Winefair and Seafair
Close, Riverlands
On Sunday 11 October 2020 the following
roads are to be closed to ordinary vehicle
traffic for the purposes of Marlborough Car
Club Sprint Races:
• Cloudy Bay Drive, Riverlands, 280 - 570m,
7.00 am to 5.30 pm
• Winefair Close, Riverlands, 0 - 165m,
7.00 am to 5.30 pm
• Seafair Close, Riverlands, 0 - 350m,
7.00 am to 5.30 pm
During the period of closure, ordinary
vehicle traffic may use the road being
closed between events under the
supervision and authority of an Officer

of the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety
Branch).
It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person other than under
the authority of an authorised permit to use
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the
Transport (vehicular Traffic Road Closure)
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.

On Friday 9 October the following roads
are to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic
for the purposes of Bayleys Friday Night
Feast:
•Market Street South (High Street to
Charles Street) from 7.00 am to 11.30 pm
• Wynen Street (Market to First Lane) from
7.00 am to 11.30 pm
During the period of closure, ordinary
vehicle traffic may use the road being
closed between events under the
supervision of an Officer of the New
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person other than under
the authority of an authorised permit to use
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the
Transport (vehicular Traffic Road Closure)
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.

Control of Aquatic Weeds in Watercourses

Council’s drain spraying programme to control weeds in open drains will begin on Monday
12 October 2020. Spraying will take place in Council-maintained drains and watercourses
on the Lower Wairau Plains, east of Jacksons Road and Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or watercourses in the area for irrigation, stock or harvesting
watercress, please check in with Council’s contractor, Downer, Ph: 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance with the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2
(Sect 2.12.11.).
For any enquiries, please contact Steve Bezar on Ph: 03 520 7400.

The following meetings are open to the
public and anyone can attend. Copies of
the agendas will be available online and
from the Council’s office at 15 Seymour
Street, Blenheim.
• Environment
Thursday 8 October at 9.00 am
• Planning Finance & Community
Thursday 15 October at 9.00 am

• Council
Thursday 29 October at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to
change, please contact the Committee
Secretary Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Further information can be found at:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
meetings

