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Sounds News He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if  
you need advice or information about  
Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Mayor extends local recovery  
transition period
Marlborough Mayor John 
Leggett has extended the  
local transition period from 
the region’s state of  
emergency caused by the 
August 2022 storm event for 
a further 28 days.
The notice of extension of the local 
recovery transition period, under 
Section 94D of the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Act 2002, 
came into effect at 4.30 pm on Friday 
23 September and expires at 4.30 pm 
on Friday 21 October 2022.
Mayor Leggett said the extension to the 
transition period is required to give the 
Council time to continue assessing the 
damage and consider the future levels 
of service in some areas.
“The August 2022 weather event and 
its impact on the Marlborough region is 
significant,” Mayor Leggett said.
“Before the storm hit the Marlborough 
Roads team and suppliers managed 

to repair the majority of faults caused 
by the July 2021 storm, the ones 
which were left were complex and 
predominantly along the Kenepuru 
Road. However, the August storm 
has, as of 15 September, created over 
double the number of 2021 faults, with 
notable impacts in the Kenepuru area 
again,” he said
Estimates of the cost of the damage are 
still being done and have not yet been 
finalised however initial assessments 
have shown that it could cost up to 
several hundred million dollars to fully 
restore local roads. 
Mayor Leggett said long term 
recovery decisions for the region’s 
roading network will need to consider 
geotechnical and climate change risks, 
access to emergency services, and 
community and economic impacts.
“The development of a strategic plan 
is being scoped out with urgency. 
Significant investigation, engagement, 
and consultation will be required before 
final decisions are made,” he said.

Scale your own Everest
Few of us will get to climb to the 
lofty heights of Chomolungma, 
the highest point on earth.
However, Marlburians are being 
encouraged to climb their own Everest 
without travelling far from home by  
signing up to the Marlborough Mount  
Everest Challenge.
The Challenge is a run/walk event where 
the goal is to travel the elevation of Mount 
Everest (8800m) in seven weeks - the time 
it took Sir Edmund Hillary in 1953.
The event runs from Saturday 1 October to 
Saturday 19 November and funds raised 
will go towards the Link Pathway. A local 
charity will also receive 20 per cent of the 
entry fee.
Council’s Facility Manager for the Port 
Marlborough Pavilion, Regan Russell, says 
Picton’s Tirohanga Track and the 

Mount Vernon Track in Blenheim may be a  
long way from Nepal, but locals can  
climb these in pursuit of their own sense  
of achievement.
“The Tirohanga Track will need to be 
climbed 36 times and Mount Vernon 25 
times to complete the challenge,” Mr 
Russell said. 
“We aim to encourage local people to 
not only utilise the amazing local walking 
tracks that Marlborough has to offer, but 
to get fit while doing so. You can do it solo 
or as part of a team to help motivate each 
other,” he said.
If you complete the goal of 8800m as an 
individual or as a group, you will receive a 
medal at prize giving to be held at the Port 
Marlborough Pavilion on the  
26 November 2022.
To register go to:  
https://everestchallenge.nz/

Conquer your own Everest by signing up to the Marlborough Mount Everest Challenge

Marlborough’s recovery mahi  
progresses
Sixty roading crews have been working around the clock since the  
August 2022 storm event to restore access as soon as it’s safe to 
do so.
Last Thursday crews reached a milestone on Queen Charlotte Drive when a section of the 
road between Havelock and the Grove Jetty was reopened to the public.
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve Murrin, said although the road is open a vehicle 
length restriction of 12.6m still applies. “Temporary speed restrictions and traffic 
management are also in place as minor works continue. Drivers are urged to travel 
carefully and expect delays,” he said.
Mr Murrin said the crews are making good progress on the section of Queen Charlotte 
Drive that remains closed, between the Grove Jetty and Picton, and an update will be 
made this week.
Anakiwa Road, as far as the Tirimoana Jetty, was also reopened for public access last 
week. Beyond this point Anakiwa Road remains closed.  
Sign up to the Marlborough Roads Recovery Newsletter to receive the latest roading 
information each week. Either email your details to: recovery@marlboroughroads.com or 
sign up online at: www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/marlborough-roads-recovery
Mayoral Relief Fund
The first Mayoral Relief Fund Committee (Residential) meeting was held on Monday  
19 September.
Twenty-nine applications for funding were reviewed; three of these require further follow 
up and more information for the Committee to decide.
Total funds dispersed were $34,050 including a contribution to the community event 
being organised by the Marlborough Rural Women's Group on 14 October at the Havelock 
Town Hall.
Port Marlborough Marina Parking
Port Marlborough are helping the Marlborough Sounds community with short term car 
parking and berthing at the Picton and Havelock marinas. This will be reviewed beyond 
September as the busy season approaches. 
Please note the Coathanger car park in Picton is not part of Port Marlborough’s Picton 
marina. This is administered separately by Marlborough Roads on behalf of Council and is 
not included in the above arrangements. Normal parking arrangements apply here.

Crews work to clear a slip on Queen Charlotte Drive, above Belvue Bay Road on  
2 September 2022
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