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Mayor delivers three waters 
submission to Select Committee 
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett 
has spoken to the Finance and 
Expenditure Select Committee on the 
Water Services Entities Bill on behalf 
of Council.
Mayor Leggett said he was 
disappointed not to be able to make 
his submission to the committee 
in person as originally planned. 
“Unfortunately the rescheduling 
of the hearings by the Select 
Committee and the response to the  
recent weather event which was 
unfolding at the same time, meant 
travel to Wellington on the day of 
my allocated speaking slot wasn’t 
possible.”
In making his submission to the 
committee from Blenheim via zoom 
Mayor Leggett said it is important to 
the Council that it fully participates in 
the process. “Council has taken steps 
to remain informed of the three 
waters proposal so we can respond 
to our community in a very balanced 
and informed way,” he said. Mayor 
Leggett told the committee Council 
accepts the country’s three waters 
sector faces significant challenges, 
and that the case for change is well 
understood. “We can’t keep kicking 
the can down the road on this issue 
but the Government’s proposal is not 
the right one.”
“I emphasised that the Government’s 
proposal to create four new mega 
water entities that will take water 
services delivery from Councils is not 
seen as an acceptable solution. We 
do not accept that a one size fits all 
mega-entity structure will deliver 
results for our community,” Mayor 
Leggett said. “I also underlined that 
the boundary issue is a particular 
sticking point in the Government’s 
proposal, 
with Councils in the top of the South 
Island already expressing concern 
about the potential impact of 
Tasman and Marlborough 
communities being split into 

different entities.”
“Similarly it makes no practical sense 
for Seddon’s water scheme to be 
managed by Entity D, as is currently 
proposed, when Blenheim, located 
20km away, will be managed by 
Entity C. How can this lead to better 
drinking water quality and better 
environmental outcomes?”
Mayor Leggett spoke of the impact 
of representation if Marlborough 
is to be one of either 21 territorial 
authorities to make up Entity C, 
or one of 23 included in Entity D 
as proposed. “Such representation 
uncertainty is unacceptable given 
the importance of three waters to 
the regional environment, health, 
economy, and community generally. 
How will our needs be prioritised 
when we are compared, for 
example, with the likes of Wellington 
in Entity C and Christchurch in Entity 
D?” 
During his submission Mayor 
Leggett highlighted the importance 
of Council’s three waters, rivers and 
roading teams in response to most 
emergencies, particularly climatic 
events like those we have recently 
experienced.  “Shifting governance, 
management and control to 
another entity not located in 
Marlborough could severely impact 
our ability to respond effectively 
and efficiently.”
“Council’s submission is to push 
the pause button on this reform. 
In our view this proposal requires 
a lot more work and alternatives 
need to be explored.  If these 
reforms are to be intergenerational 
and transformational as claimed, 
they should speak for themselves - 
instead all they have done is divide 
local government and angered 
many in our community” he said.
You can watch Mayor Leggett’s 
oral submission to the Water 
Services Entities Bill Select 
Committee at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ekkjs36jAcc
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Flag flies at half-mast 
at Marlborough District 
Council’s Blenheim office in 
Seymour Street

It’s Māori language week and this year marks 
the 50th anniversary of the Māori language 
petition.
On this day in 1972, representatives delivered 
the Māori language petition to Parliament.
The petition had more than 30,000 
signatures, making it one of the country’s 
most supported petitions, and called for 
the active recognition of Te Reo Māori in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and for the language 
to be taught in schools.
The first Māori Language Day was held 
later that year before extending to Te Wiki 
o Te Reo Māori/Māori Language Week in
1975. The week is part of a larger effort to
revitalise  Te Reo Māori/Māori Language .
The petition is often seen as the catalyst for
the significant revitalisation of Te Reo Māori
including Kōhanga Reo and Kura Kaupapa
Māori (Māori language immersion schools).
Milestones continue to be achieved in terms
of Te Reo Māori/Māori language and people
are encouraged to learn Te Reo Māori to
reinforce the status of the language in

With local body elections approaching, it’s 
time to meet the candidates so you can 
make an informed decision on who to vote 
for.
A number of community groups have 
already held ‘meet the candidate’ sessions in 
the lead up to the elections.  
Details for the remaining meetings are as 
follows:
• Wednesday 14 September

6.30 pm, Port Marlborough Pavilion,
Endeavour Park, Picton
Hosted by the Pavilion Committee

• Thursday 15 September
7.00 pm, Renwick Anglican Church
Hosted by Renwick Smart + Connected

• Monday 19 September
7.00 pm
Mayoral candidates only
Lansdowne Park Sports Hub
Hosted by Sport Tasman

• Tuesday 20 September
7.00 pm
Virtual meeting – for Marlborough Sounds
Community

Following the death of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll on 
8 September, two condolence 
books, one at the Picton Library 
and Service Centre and one at 
the Marlborough District Library 
in Blenheim, are available to 
those who would like to write a 
tribute.
Anyone wishing to leave a 
floral tribute can do so at war 
memorials across the district 
to recognise Her Majesty‘s War 
Service.

Aotearoa, New Zealand.
At Council, weekly Te Reo Māori lessons 
are provided free for all staff in an effort to 
increase the knowledge and understanding 
of the language and culture.

Pelorus Promotions Marlborough Inc. and 
the Kenepuru & Central Sounds Residents 
Association have teamed up to bring the 
relative candidates together in a ZOOM 
presentation. All the details are here: 
https://kcsra.org.nz/election

• Wednesday 21 September
3.00 pm, RSA Lounge, Clubs of
Marlborough
Hosted by Senior Housing Residents

Voting for local body elections runs from 
16 September until 8 October. For more 
information visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
your-council/elections/2022-council-election


