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The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
The agenda will be available online and 
at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Council 
Thursday 22 September at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject  
to change, please contact the  
Committee Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 
for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on 
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough Recovery Update launched 
Communities impacted by the August 
weather event in Marlborough are 
encouraged to keep up to date with 
recovery developments via the new 
Marlborough Recovery Update launched 
last week.
The update will be posted every Friday 
afternoon on the Marlborough District 
Council’s website at: https://bit.ly/3RUydQ5
Marlborough Recovery Manager  
Dean Heiford says the newsletter will 
provide communities with the latest 
information about the recovery effort and 
the support available. 
“Council’s new weekly update is focused 
on the wider regional recovery effort and 
what support is available for those who 
have been impacted by this significant 
event,” Mr Heiford said.
“If you know of someone who does not 
have internet access, please ask them to 
phone Council on 03 520 7400 to provide 
their name and postal address, and we  
will ensure a hard copy of the Marlborough 
Recovery Update is posted to them,”  
he said.
“This is not a roading update as these  
are provided on a weekly basis by 
Marlborough Roads.”

He encourages those impacted to also 
subscribe to the Marlborough Roads 
Recovery Newsletter which is emailed 
every Thursday and contains detailed 
information on the local roading network. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, email your 
details to recovery@marlboroughroads.com 
or online at www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/
marlborough-roads-recovery 

“We know the community needs to hear 
from Council and all the agencies involved 
in this recovery effort,” Mr Heiford said.
To begin this community engagement, 
the Marlborough Recovery Team will host 
an informative community online webinar 
this Friday 16 September between 4.00 
pm and 5.00 pm. The webinar will provide 
affected residents with information on 
the recovery efforts underway across the 
region. To join, go to: https://us06web.
zoom.us/j/85406135757. A transcript of the 
meeting will be made available for those 
who are unable to attend online.

Mayor delivers three waters submission to Select Committee

Marlborough Mayor John Leggett has spoken 
to the Finance and Expenditure Select 
Committee on the Water Services Entities Bill 
on behalf of Council.
Mayor Leggett said he was disappointed 
not to be able to make his submission to the 
committee in person as originally planned. 
“Unfortunately, the rescheduling of the 
hearings by the Select Committee and the 
response to the recent weather event, which 
was unfolding at the same time, meant travel 
to Wellington on the day of my allocated 
speaking slot wasn’t possible.”
In making his submission via Zoom Mayor 
Leggett said it was important to Council that it 
fully participated in the process. “Council has 
taken steps to remain informed of the three 
waters proposal so we can respond to our 
community in a very balanced and informed 
way,” he said.
Mayor Leggett told the committee Council 
accepted the country’s three waters sector 
faced significant challenges, and the case for 
change is well understood. “We can’t keep 
kicking the can down the road on this issue, 
but the Government’s proposal is not the 
right one.”
“I emphasised that the Government’s 
proposal to create four new mega water 
entities that will take water services delivery 
from Councils is not seen as an acceptable 

solution. We do not accept that a one size fits 
all mega-entity structure will deliver results 
for our community,” Mayor Leggett said.
“I also underlined that the boundary issue is a 
particular sticking point in the Government’s 
proposal, with Councils in the top of the 
South Island already expressing concern 
about the potential impact of Tasman and 
Marlborough communities being split into 
different entities.”
“Similarly, it makes no practical sense for 
Seddon’s water scheme to be managed 
by Entity D, as is currently proposed, when 
Blenheim, located 20km away, will be 
managed by Entity C. How can this lead 
to better drinking water quality and better 
environmental outcomes?”
Mayor Leggett spoke of the impact of 
representation if Marlborough is to be one 
of either 21 territorial authorities to make up 
Entity C, or one of 23 included in Entity D as 
proposed. “Such representation uncertainty 
is unacceptable given the importance of 
three waters to the regional environment, 
health, economy, and community generally. 
How will our needs be prioritised when we 
are compared, for example, with the likes of 
Wellington in Entity C and Christchurch in 
Entity D?” 
During his submission Mayor Leggett 
highlighted the importance of Council’s three 
waters, rivers and roading teams in response 
to most emergencies, particularly climatic 
events like those recently experienced.  
“Shifting governance, management and 
control to another entity not located in 
Marlborough could severely impact our ability 
to respond effectively and efficiently.”
“Council’s submission is to push the pause 
button on this reform. In our view this 
proposal requires a lot more work and 
alternatives need to be explored.  If these 
reforms are to be intergenerational and 
transformational as claimed, they should 
speak for themselves - instead, all they have 
done is divide local government and angered 
many in our community,” he said.
You can watch Mayor Leggett’s oral 
submission to the Water Services  
Entities Bill Select Committee at:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ekkjs36jAcc

Celebrating Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori
It’s Māori Language Week, and this year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Māori language petition.
On this day in 1972, representatives delivered the Māori 
language petition to Parliament.
The petition had more than 30,000 signatures, making it one of 
the country’s most supported petitions, and called for the active 
recognition of Te Reo Māori in Aotearoa, New Zealand and for 
the language to be taught in schools.
The first Māori Language Day was held later that year before 
extending to Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori/Māori Language Week 
in 1975. The week is part of a larger effort to revitalise Te Reo 
Māori/Māori Language.
The petition is often seen as the catalyst for the significant revitalisation of Te Reo Māori 
including Kōhanga Reo and Kura Kaupapa Māori (Māori language immersion schools).
Milestones continue to be achieved in terms of Te Reo Māori and people are encouraged to 
learn Te Reo Māori to reinforce the status of the language in Aotearoa, New Zealand.
At Council, weekly Te Reo Māori lessons are provided free for all staff to increase their 
knowledge and understanding of the language and culture.

Māori Language Week graphic

Condolence books at libraries
Following the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth ll, two condolence books, one at 
the Picton Library and Service Centre and 
one at the Marlborough District Library in 
Blenheim, are available for those who wish 
to write a tribute.
Anyone wishing to leave a floral tribute can 
do so at war memorials across the district to 
recognise Her Majesty‘s War Service.
Flag flies at half-mast at Marlborough District 
Council's Blenheim office in Seymour Street

Remember the rules when whitebaiting
Whitebaiting in Marlborough is underway 
and Council urges fishers to make sure they 
know the rules.
Council has released a brochure aimed 
at educating people about the rules 
surrounding whitebaiting, Environmental 
Protection Officer India Hamill said.
Copies are available from the Department 
of Conservation (DOC), in Council reception 
and there is also information on the Council 
website and Facebook pages. 
The whitebaiting season runs through until 
30 October. 
“It is important fishers remember whitebait 
is an endangered species and they should 
only take what they need,” Ms Hamill said. 
“Whitebait are the juveniles of five different 
species of native fish, several of which are 
classified as threatened.”
Council’s Environmental Health Officer 
Karen Winter says whitebaiters are also 
reminded that last month’s heavy rain led 
to some contamination of rivers and marine 
areas around Marlborough.
“Whitebaiters should wash both their catch 
and their hands in fresh water or under 
the tap at home. People’s hands can get 
contaminated from river water and there 

is also a risk of cross-contamination in the 
kitchen. While you may not get sick from 
eating a cooked whitebait fritter, you could 
get ill from utensils or other foods prepared 
in the same kitchen,” Ms Winter said.
“People who sell or gift whitebait may  
also be passing on the risk of infection if 
they do not thoroughly wash their catch  
and equipment.”
Whitebait season opened on 1 September 
and is allowed from 5.00 am until  
8.00 pm changing to 6.00 am to 9.00 pm 
once daylight saving starts.
DOC rules state that whitebaiting is only 
allowed where water levels are tide affected.
For more information visit: www.doc.govt.
nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/
fishing/whitebaiting/

Meet the candidates
With local body elections approaching, it’s time to meet the candidates so you can make an 
informed decision on who to vote for.
A number of community groups have already held ‘meet the candidate’ sessions in the lead up 
to the elections.  
Details for the remaining meetings are as follows:
•    Thursday 15 September 7.00 pm, Renwick Anglican Church  

Hosted by Renwick Smart + Connected 
•   Wednesday 21 September 3.00 pm, RSA Lounge, Clubs of Marlborough  

Hosted by Senior Housing Residents 
•    Monday 19 September 7.00 pm, Mayoral candidates only, Lansdowne Park Sports Hub 

Hosted by Sport Tasman
•  Tuesday 20 September 7.00 pm,  
 Virtual meeting - for Marlborough Sounds Community 
 Pelorus Promotions Marlborough Inc. and the Kenepuru & Central Sounds Residents
  Association have teamed up to bring the relative candidates together in a ZOOM
  presentation. All the details are here: https://kcsra.org.nz/election

Voting for local body elections runs from 16 September until 8 October. For more information 
visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/elections/2022-council-election

Renwick water treatment plant progress
Work on Renwick’s new water treatment 
plant in Terrace Road has started.
Simcox Construction was awarded the 
contract for civil and structural works and 
have made a start on groundwork, with 
completion scheduled for 2023.
The plant is being built near the town’s  
new reservoir.
Construction of the water treatment  
plant is another significant step in the  
long-term project to improve the water 
supply in Renwick, Projects Engineer  
Mark Power said.
“The water treatment plant is being built on 
recently purchased land near the reservoir 
on the lower terrace which provides a larger 
area for construction,” he said. “It will be 
built on a platform 1.2m above the ground 
designed to prevent any future flood issues.”
Fit-out of the water treatment plant will be 
done by Mason Engineering Ltd, a specialist 

water treatment company. “They will install 
the equipment once the building is ready,” 
Mr Power said.
To date, work on the Renwick water project 
has included construction of the new 
reservoir, completed in 2020, installation of 
water meters which came into full operation 
in July 2021 and the drilling and developing 
of new wells at Conders Bend Road.
A new water pipeline from the wells to the 
reservoir and water treatment plant site was 
installed last year.
Ongoing work includes the replacement 
of old asbestos cement water mains in the 
Renwick township, of which more than half 
has been done. 
“Once all of the work is complete, Renwick 
will have a safe and secure water supply that 
meets the current national drinking water 
standards,” Mr Power said.

Construction of Renwick’s new reservoir was completed in 2020, paving the way for the town’s new 
water treatment plant

Fabric-A-Brac Marlborough 2022
An event for fabric-lovers and sewers -  
if you are looking for modern or vintage 
fabric, haberdashery patterns and all  
things sewing-related, Fabric-A-Brac  
is for you! All proceeds will go to  
Hospice Marlborough.
Sat 17 Sep; 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Connect Blenheim,  
8 Beaver Road, Blenheim

Hopewalk Blenheim
Annual walk from Seymour Square to raise 
suicide awareness, give hope to those in 
need and remember loved ones gone too 
soon. Hear from special guest speaker, 
actor Rob Mokaraka, and enjoy the coffee 
cart, food caravan, free sausage sizzle and 
great musicians.
Sat 17 Sep; 11.00 am - 1.00 pm 
Seymour Square, Blenheim

Ōpaoa River Loop herbicide spray
As part of the Ōpaoa River Loop’s annual weed maintenance, the herbicide Reglone is being 
applied from Monday 19 September 2022.
Property owners adjoining the Loop should not take watercress or use this water for 
irrigation or stock at this time. All reasonable precautions should be taken to ensure pets 
and domestic animals do not drink from this water for at least 48 hours following the spray 
application. Water levels may change within the Loop due to control gate operations.
Any alterations to the proposed programme will be further publicly notified. The spray 
operation is in accordance with the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2 Sec 2.16.11.
For further enquiries please contact Steve Bezar on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Registration of Interest - Contracting of Community Events
Marlborough District Council (MDC) is 
seeking Registrations of Interest for 
the above contract. The purpose of this 
registration process is to ascertain market 
capability in the area and to inform and 
assist Council in making their decision 
as to the nature of further procurement 
processes (if any) to follow.
For many years, a single contractor has 
managed MDC community events.  
MDC now intends to consider new ideas 
for events and the way in which these  
are delivered.
The key community events which Council 
require to be delivered on an annual basis 
are the Blenheim Christmas Parade, New 
Year’s Eve event in Picton and Southern 
Jam Youth Jazz Festival. Council will 
consider interest from parties for one of 
these events or multiple events. Ideas and 
suggestions for additional events are also 
being sought.
Any contract(s) will commence  
1 July 2023.

Registrations of Interest must address the 
following:
•  Name and description of group  
 or individual

•  Details of which key event(s) and/or new 
event(s) your organisation/individual is 
interested in pursuing

•  Capability and experience in  
delivering events

•  Resource capability based in the 
Marlborough region 

Registrations of Interest close at 5.00 pm 
on Wednesday 12 October 2022 and  
must be submitted to Marlborough District 
Council via email to:  
tenders@marlborough.govt.nz 
All enquiries should be directed to  
Jodie Griffiths via email:  
jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz  
or Ph: 03 520 7400.
Parties submitting a Registration of 
Interest will be notified of the outcome by 
late October 2022.

Marlborough’s economic growth outpaces national average
Economic growth in Marlborough for the 
year to June 2022 outpaced the national 
average, according to the latest quarterly 
economic data released by Infometrics.
Marlborough’s GDP (gross domestic 
product) was up 1.4 per cent, more than 
the 0.9 per cent average for the country. 
However, compared to the same quarter 
in 2021, Marlborough was the second 
hardest hit region in the country with 
economic activity down 5.3 per cent. 
Significant constraints had placed a 
squeeze on growth with strong inflationary 
pressures, supply chain restraints and a 
very tight labour market.
Marlborough’s labour market remained 
strong with employment up 1.3 per cent 
in the year to June 2022 and Jobseeker 
support recipients falling by 8.5 per cent. 
Unemployment sits at 2.6 per cent.

During the reporting period the region  
was still recovering from Covid-19 which 
meant the local tourism expenditure was 
down 7.7 per cent for the year to June, 
hitting Marlborough harder than the rest  
of the country where tourism spending  
fell 6.6 per cent.
Mayor John Leggett said it was heartening 
that Marlborough had outperformed the 
national average in economic growth over 
the year and that unemployment rate was 
low, but it was clear the impacts of the 
pandemic were still being felt.
“Marlborough’s economy has shown itself 
to be resilient and locals have continued 
to support locals,” he said.
House price growth remains stronger  
than the rest of the country with prices  
up 12 per cent in June, compared to  
9.6 per cent nationally.

Are you enrolled to vote?
The local elections are coming up on Saturday 8 October. To take part and vote for your 
preferred candidate you must be enrolled.
If you are already enrolled, you will receive your voting pack in the mail in mid-September.
If you have not enrolled yet, you can do so at www.vote.co.nz or by phoning 0800 367656.
This year 26 candidates are standing for election across four wards including the 
Marlborough Sounds, Blenheim, Wairau-Awatere, and the Māori ward. Four candidates are 
in the running for the mayoral position.  
For a full list of those standing visit:  
www.electionz.com/LGENominations/
ELT53MA22_candidates.htm
To find out more about this year’s local 
government elections and the dates and 
times of the meet the candidate community 
meetings visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/2022-council-election
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