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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 
Planning, Finance & Community Committee
Thursday 8 September at 9.00 am
Council 
Thursday 22 September at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on 
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Comedy Night
The Clubs of Marlborough and 
Marlborough Comedy invite you to enjoy 
a night of free laugh-out-loud comedy 
from Patch Lambert, Aine Byrne, Tom 
Baker and local favourite, Chris Lippiatt.
Thu 1 Sep; 8.30 pm
Clubs of Marlborough,  
42 Alfred Street, Blenheim

Gintastic - Marlborough
Come and check out the first ever 
Gintastic event in Marlborough. Choose 
from two sessions across the day and 
enjoy a variety of NZ’s favourite gins, 
some delicious food and some laid back 
tunes. R18 event.
Sat 3 Sep; 12.00 pm - 9.00 pm
ASB Theatre Marlborough,  
2 Hutcheson Street, Blenheim

Marlborough Farmers’ Market
Head to Marlborough’s A & P Park 
this Sunday and enjoy local, fresh and 
seasonal produce and products directly 
from those that pick, grow, farm, fish and 
make them.
Sun 4 Sep; 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Marlborough A & P Park, Blenheim

Progress following weather event destruction
Marlborough communities have pulled 
together in the wake of August’s destructive 
floods and resulting property damage.
Mayor John Leggett said the response 
teams had found many communities had 
rallied together.
“The damage is spread over a far wider 
area than last July’s event. Many in our 
community have been in this position before 
and while it is not welcome or wanted, it is 
incredible to see how our people are pulling 
together,” he said.
Emergency Management Minister, Hon 
Kieran McAnulty, visited the region twice, 
firstly on Monday 22 August and then again 
on Thursday 25 August to see the damage 
to our region first-hand.
Since the rain event, emergency teams 
have helped with the delivery of medication 
and other essential items to communities 
around the Marlborough region including 
Canvastown, Rai Valley and the isolated 
Marlborough Sounds including d’Urville 
Island, Port Underwood and Okiwi Bay.

Rapid assessments of buildings have also 
been carried out by assessors and geotech 
engineers who travelled by helicopter  
and boat to assess homes in the 
Marlborough Sounds. 
Crews have worked tirelessly on roads and, 
subject to weather and a Civil Defence 
approval, State Highway 6 between 
Nelson and Blenheim will open, albeit with 
restrictions in place. 
Mayor John Leggett says the effort by Waka 
Kotahi and all contractors involved has been 
huge and the re-establishing of the vital link, 
State Highway 6 between Blenheim and 
Nelson will be very welcome.
“I want to take this opportunity to thank all 
those working to bring that to fruition. We 
know how crucial these transport links are 
to our communities and businesses in both 
regions,” he said.
Work was also progressing on State 
Highway 63 through the Wairau Valley and 
while damage was significant, contractors 
were continuing to clear debris to allow 
better access to damaged areas.

The Branch River Bridge on State Highway 63 following the weather event on Saturday 20 August

Marlborough moves into recovery
While life has returned to normal for many 
in the Marlborough region, for those 
communities still isolated, or for property 
owners left dealing with severe damage, 
there is a long haul ahead.
The State of Emergency declaration lifted at 
4.30 pm on Friday 26 August to coincide with 
the transition to recovery stage.
In signing the recovery transition notice 
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett said it was 
a crucial step as the region begins to recover.
“It has been a big couple of weeks for 
Marlborough in terms of the response to  
the recent weather event. I want to 
acknowledge everyone who has been 
involved,” Mayor Leggett said.
“The recovery is going to be a long haul. It 
will be complex, and it will require input from 
several key agencies at a local and national 
level. We know many of our local roads, 

particularly in the Marlborough Sounds,  
will be inaccessible or affected for some  
time to come.”
“Rest assured we will do all we can to get 
our communities connected again as quickly 
as possible, but it is going to take time. And 
there will need to be some big decisions 
made about roading in our region on this 
journey,” Mayor Leggett said. 
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, says this 
will likely be the biggest recovery ever faced 
in the region.
“Recovery agencies will continue to work to 
assess, repair and clear local roads to enable 
access in and out of affected communities. 
This will take some time as access challenges 
remain in parts of the region, particularly in 
the Marlborough Sounds,” Mr Heiford said.

Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, talks to Emergency Management Minister, Hon Kieran McAnulty 
about the region's move into the recovery phase

Mayoral Relief Fund
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett has 
established a Mayoral Relief Fund to assist 
the region in its recovery effort following the 
recent weather event.
The fund will be primarily available to 
Marlborough District Council area residents 
who have suffered personal financial or 
emotional hardship because of the August 
2022 Marlborough rain event. 
People wishing to donate to this fund can 
do so online via online banking. Simply add 
the Marlborough District Council’s account 
number: 02-0600-0202861-00 and include 
‘Mayoral Fund’ as a reference.

The Mayoral Relief Fund has been approved 
as a donee organisation, meaning donations 
are tax deductible.
Please contact floodrelief.applications@
marlborough.govt.nz for further information 
about the fund.

Subsidy for Sounds’ water taxis established
Marlborough District Council, with funding 
support, will subsidise water taxi services 
for residents, workers and visitors to areas 
in the Marlborough Sounds that were 
previously accessible by road. 
Port Marlborough has also announced that 
they will assist the community with free car 
parking and free two-hour visitor berthing 
in the Havelock and Picton Marinas until 
the end of September.
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, said 
he was pleased to be able to extend the 
subsidy to help the areas affected. There 
is a possibility the services could be 
expanded once more of an understanding 
of the resources available and demands  
are known.
“The subsidy is $25 per passenger per trip 
for scheduled and pre-booked services. 
Bookings can be made directly with water 
taxi service providers and also through the 
Marlborough i-SITE, which is open 7 days, 
or by calling 0800 777 181, or by visiting 
their website: https://marlboroughnz.com/
AugustWeatherTransport/,” Mr Heiford said.
In addition to the per passenger subsidy, 
Marlborough District Council will also 
subsidise 50 per cent of each grocery and 
essential supplies delivery cost to those 

residents who can no longer travel by road. 
"We will continually review the demand  
and services in order to meet the needs  
of the community as best as we can,”  
Mr Heiford said. 
“I encourage residents to coordinate 
travel times, if possible, to make water 
taxi trips as efficient as possible. Please 
be mindful there will be some niggles as 
we introduce these services, so bear with 
us as our teams do their best to assist our 
communities,” he said.
The water taxi subsidy is separate to the 
barge service subsidy.

Activity at The Quays
Blenheim’s Riverside Park will be bustling for the next few weeks.
The Echo Mast project is underway while the Crinoline Bridge has been lifted back in place 
by a 30m crane.
The bridge was washed off its foundations, as it is designed to do, in recent floods and 
Council has had to wait for levels in the Taylor River to drop before starting work.
The mast installation forms part of the Heritage site for the Marlborough Mile, a project 
driven by the Blenheim Business Association.
Two masts and a boom, salvaged from the historic A.S. Echo ship, are being installed at  
The Quays (artist's impression below). They will replicate the view of the ship docking at 
Riverside Park (Port Blenheim) up until the 1970s. 
Three pin oak trees, originally planted as placeholders awaiting the mast installation, will be 
moved to the Taylor River Reserve to allow foundation work for the masts to begin.

Gascoigne Street closed for sewer main upgrade works
An upgrade of the sewer main in Gascoigne 
Street will mean road closures in the area 
from Monday 5 September.
For the past few weeks Council staff have 
tried to repair the sewer pipes but they  
have faced constant blockages, collapses 
and breakages.
Council’s Operations and Maintenance 
Engineer, Stephen Rooney, said the team has 
been working three and a half metres below 
ground and has faced numerous issues.
“We initially fixed a broken pipe, but it 
collapsed so we patched it and now the pipe 
next to the patches has failed,” he said. “We 
are having issues with water and silt and the 
only solution is to put in a new sewer pipe.”
While work is underway, Gascoigne Street 

traffic will be diverted via Holdaway and 
Lucas Streets as the Gascoigne Street/Budge 
Street intersection will be closed however, 
access for property owners into the closed 
section of road will remain.
“Gascoigne Street residents will also be able 
to access their properties from the Lucas 
Street end,” Mr Rooney said.
“We are planning to start work on Monday 5 
September, however if the sewer main fails in 
the meantime we will need to revert to ‘Plan 
B’. This involves putting a traffic management 
plan in place and setting up a pump at the 
Budge Street intersection to pump sewage 
past the failed portion of pipe,” he said.
The roads will be closed until the sewer is 
replaced and work is expected to take  
eight weeks.

The red crosses on the map show where Gascoigne Street is closed. The yellow marks the area of 
work and the arrows show the alternative access routes 

Meet the candidates
With local body elections approaching,  
it’s time to meet the candidates so you 
can make an informed decision on who to 
vote for.
A number of community groups are 
holding “meet the candidate” sessions in 
the lead up to the elections.  
Greypower held several meetings last 
week. Upcoming meetings are as follows:
•  Thursday 8 September, 7.00 pm 
 Rapaura Hall 
 Hosted by Federated Farmers

•  Tuesday 13 September, 7.00 pm 
 Awatere Memorial Hall 

 Hosted by Awatere Valley  
 Community Trust 

•  Wednesday 14 September, 6.30 pm 
 Port Marlborough Pavilion, Endeavour 
 Park, Picton 
 Hosted by the Pavilion Committee

•  Thursday 15 September, 7.15 pm 
 Renwick Community Hall 
 Hosted by Renwick Smart + Connected 

Voting for local body elections runs from 
16 September until 8 October. For more 
information visit: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/your-council/elections/2022-council-
election

Public cruise meeting
Each year Picton hosts a public session to provide an update on what the region is doing to 
prepare for the upcoming cruise ship season. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 6 
September at 3.00 pm. 
It has been over two years since the last cruise arrival in Picton and changes have been 
made within the industry since the last port visit. This update is ideal for any business or 
members of the public who would like to understand more about the cruise sector. 
Preparing for cruise visits is a team effort and you will hear from representatives of Port 
Marlborough, Marlborough District Council, Destination Marlborough and the New Zealand 
Cruise Association with a facilitated Q&A session.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the return of cruise, we encourage you to 
attend this public meeting. 
Where: Picton Yacht Club Hotel Conference room, Waikawa Road, Picton
When: 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm, Tuesday 6 September

Commercial Events Fund - open now
Round 1 of Council’s 2022/2023 Commercial Events Fund is now open for applications.
This fund was established to help create economic benefit to Marlborough by attracting new 
events and helping to build on existing ones. Council’s Commercial Events Fund  
sub-committee considers the applications and there is up to $130,000 per annum available 
for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must be held within the Marlborough District Council 
boundaries. Community events, conferences, conventions, trade shows and exhibitions are 
not eligible. Funding is granted on an annual basis but it does not mean that all funds must 
be distributed each year. Past applicants who have been unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm,  Monday 12 September 2022
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm, Friday 7 October 2022
Applications must be completed via Council’s website -  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary Road Closure - September 4 2022 -  
Riverlands Industrial Estate
On Sunday 4 September 2022 the following 
roads are proposed to be closed to 
ordinary vehicle traffic for the purposes of 
Marlborough Car Club Sprint Races:
•  Bristol St, Riverlands Industrial Estate,  
 RP 0m - 550m,  7.30 am to 5.00 pm

•  Manchester St, Riverlands Industrial Estate, 
 RP 0m - 300m,  7.30 am to 5.00 pm

•  Vernon St, Riverlands Industrial Estate,  
 RP 0m - 330m,  7.30 am to 5.00 pm

During the proposed period of closure, 
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road 
being closed between events under the 

supervision and authority of an Officer of the 
New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)  
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.
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