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Fly Past commemorates Battle of Britain Farewell to retiring councillors

Pulling pin on plastic

Last Thursday marked the final 
Council meeting for this electoral 
term, and with that several 
councillors who are not standing for 
re-election were farewelled.
Along with Mayor John Leggett, 
mayor since 2016 and a councillor 
since 2010, six councillors have 
decided to hang up their hats - 
Jenny Andrews, Cynthia Brooks, 
Michael Fitzpatrick, Francis Maher, 
David Oddie, and Mark Peters. 
These councillors have a combined 
total of 75 years of service to 
Marlborough.
Family and friends attended last 
week’s Council meeting to celebrate 
the contribution Councillors 
have made and to listen to their 
valedictory speeches.
Mayor Leggett thanked Councillors 
for their service, hard work, 
tenacity and contribution to the 
Marlborough community.
Ross Beech, Council’s Rural 
Representative for the last four 
terms and Richard Hunter, Council’s 
Iwi Representative since 1998, 
both of whom are standing down, 
were also acknowledged for their 
valuable service to Council.

Retiring Councillors reflected on 
their highlights and achievements 
over the years noting key 
projects including the upgrade of  
community spaces and halls, the 
new library/art gallery, the Picton 
Library and Service Centre, the 
Lansdowne Park Sportshub, the 
George Street senior housing units, 
the Marlborough Environment Plan 
and the work of The Economic 
Action Marlborough (TEAM) group.
Mayor Leggett noted his time as 
Mayor and Councillor has been a 
privilege and an absolute pleasure.
During his time as Mayor Council 
faced many challenges including 
the Kaikōura earthquake just after 
the 2016 election, Covid-19 and 
closed borders, two significant 
storm events and the occupation of 
council reserves by protestors. “We 
responded throughout with clear 
planning and direction. I am proud 
to have played my part,” Mayor 
Leggett said.
The first Council meeting of the 
next electoral term will be held on 
Thursday 27 October when the new 
Mayor and Councillors will be sworn 
in.

Council has welcomed new rules 
banning certain plastic products.
From 1 October 2022, it will be illegal 
to provide, sell or manufacture certain 
hard-to-recycle and single use plastic 
products in Aotearoa New Zealand.
They include; 
• Single use plastic drink stirrers 
• Single use plastic cotton buds
• Plastic with pro-degradant additions 

(some bin liners, dry cleaning bags 
and pet waste products)

• PVC food trays and containers used 
for products including meat, fresh 
produce or baked goods

• Polystyrene takeaway food and drink 
packaging - cups and containers

• Expanded polystyrene food and 
drink packaging including food 
service ware and grocery produce 
(instant noodle containers)

Council’s Solid Waste Manager 
Alec McNeil embraced the changes 
saying not all plastics were recyclable 
which could cause confusion for the 
community. 

“By limiting the types of plastic that 
enter the market, contamination rates 
in recycling should reduce,” he said. 
“Plastic has its uses but improving 
its recoverability is a welcomed next 
step.”  
Plastic is one of the country’s greatest 
environmental challenges according 
to the Ministry for the Environment, 
regularly ending up as waste in 
landfills, waterways and oceans and 
on the land. 
Difficult to recycle packaging and 
products can interfere with recycling 
systems and were often used only 
once before being disposed. 
Banning hard-to-recycle and single 
use plastics would help reduce plastic 
waste, improve recycling systems and 
protect the environment. 
To find out more about banned 
products go to: https://bit.ly/3xVZc6j 
Further plastic bans are expected to 
come into force in 2023 and 2025. For 
more information go to: https://bit.
ly/3UmrTCU
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A clear blue sky provided the perfect 
backdrop for a special Fly Past to mark the 
82nd Battle of Britain Anniversary.
In attending the special service Mayor John 
Leggett noted the vital role played by the 
Royal Air Force (RAF) in the Second World 
War and the New Zealanders who were 
part of it. 
“The commemoration of the Battle of 
Britain is a moment for us to recall the 
heroism and sacrifice that marked a turning 
point in history, especially for Britain but 
also for us, on the far side of the world,” 

Mayor Leggett said. 
The aerial battle between the German 
Luftwaffe and the British Royal Air Force, 
which raged over the skies of England, 
took a terrible toll but had a significant 
impact on the outcome of the Second 
World War. New Zealand had 135 aircrew 
that flew with the RAF squadrons. Sadly, 47 
did not return. 
Mayor Leggett noted our special 
connection to the squadrons through those 
New Zealand airmen – many of them well 
familiar with our Marlborough skies.

(Left to right) farewell to Mayor John Leggett, Clr David Oddie, 
Rural Representative Ross Beech, Clr Mark Peters, Clr Francis 
Maher, Iwi Representative Richard Hunter, Clr Jenny Andrews, 
Clr Michael Fitzpatrick and Clr Cynthia Brooks

(Left to right) Flight Lieutenant Kevin 
Shanley, Mayor John Leggett and 
Mayoress Anne Best remember those 
who served in the Battle of Britain 

The Fly Past commemorates the 
82nd Battle of Britain Anniversary

Flowers bloom at Pollard Park
A spectacular display of annuals in Council 
gardens has announced the arrival of spring.
One of the most vibrant spectacles is at 
Pollard Park where Council staff created 
various patterns including a digger, truck 
and bulldozer in red, yellow and orange 
polyanthus with alyssum and violas 

providing contrast.
Another colourful bed sees red tulips mass 
planted amongst green foliage annuals.
The Parks and Open Spaces team manage 
around 800 individual garden and street 
plots as well as those in Council parks such 
as Pollard Park and Seymour Square.

Pollard Park’s colourful bedding display

Vibrant red tulips bloom amongst colourful annuals


