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The following meeting is open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
The agenda will be available online and at 
Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street. 
Council 
Thursday 22 September at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on 
Ph: 03 520 7400.

Prime Minister visits Marlborough
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern and Transport 
Minister Michael Wood visited Marlborough 
last Thursday to see first-hand the damage 
to our region following the recent weather 
event. Joining them was Emergency 
Management Minister, Kieran McAnulty, on 
his third visit to Marlborough.
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett and 
Marlborough District Council Chief 
Executive, Mark Wheeler, met Prime Minister 
Ardern, Minister McAnulty and Minister 
Wood in Blenheim before accompanying 
them on a visit to Rai Valley.
The group was also flown over areas of 
the Marlborough Sounds impacted by last 
month’s severe weather event.
Marlborough Mayor, John Leggett, thanked 
the Prime Minister and Ministers for taking 
the time to visit Marlborough to see the 
damage our region has sustained. 
“During her visit the Prime Minister was able 
to get a true sense of the long and complex 
road to recovery for our region, and that is 
extremely important,” Mayor Leggett said.
“While there are other areas of Marlborough 
that have been affected by the flooding, 
we were able to provide the Prime Minister 
with a bird's-eye-view of the Marlborough 
Sounds including the damage to the roading 
network,” he said.

Mayor Leggett also thanked the government 
for the additional $100,000 contribution to 
the Mayoral Relief Fund which now brings 
the total to over $265,000.

Transport Minister Michael Wood speak with (left 
to right) Council Chief Executive, Mark Wheeler, 
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett and Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern

Mayor John Leggett and Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern survey the damage from the air

Inaugural inter-agency recovery meeting
Agencies working together following Marlborough’s recent 
weather event met last week to discuss the region’s plan for 
recovery.
Marlborough’s Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, said for 
the majority of Marlborough’s population life has returned to 
normal. “However, the communities of Rai Valley, Canvastown, 
Kenepuru, Okiwi Bay, French Pass, d’Urville Island, Port 
Underwood and Queen Charlotte Drive remain without, or with 
very limited, road access.”

“These residents and communities face a long journey back to normality. In some places, in 
particular in the Marlborough Sounds, the roads as we knew them will never be the same 
due to the extent of the damage caused in July last year, and then again a couple of weeks 
ago,” Mr Heiford said. “We recognise the increased pressure and stress this event has had 
on residents living in affected areas and the disruption it has brought to their daily lives.”
“This year our inter-agency recovery plan follows a format established by the National 
Emergency Management Agency (NEMA). It focuses on the immediate recovery and also 
incorporates the longer term recovery work that is being led by Council’s Chief Executive, 
Mark Wheeler, and Council’s Manager for Strategic Planning and Economic Development, 
Neil Henry. We will be working closely with our iwi partners as we carry out this important 
recovery mahi,” Mr Heiford said.
“The immediate recovery plan focusses on the Social, Built, Natural and Economic aspects 
and will see experts in these fields taking the lead. This allows our experts to set priorities 
for their areas of recovery, ensuring efficiencies and creating their own mini-networks,”  
he said.
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett said it is great to see this inter-agency team pull together 
to ensure a connected, cohesive approach to Marlborough’s recovery.
“The team has been quick to recognise the long term implications of this event and the 
importance of bringing people together early as we embark on the recovery journey,”  
he said.

Senior housing development site blessed
A site blessing of Council’s new senior 
housing development in George Street was 
celebrated on Friday.
Tangata whenua iwi, Rangitāne o Wairau, 
Ngāti Rārua and Ngāti Toa led the dawn 
ceremony, with a kōrero followed by a 
karakia and karanga.
Outgoing Councillor Cynthia Brooks, who 
chaired the Senior Housing Sub-Committee 
for two terms, said the development was 
long advocated for and well supported by 
the sub-committee.
“After several years of planning and  
gaining the support of full council, the 
committee is thrilled to be finishing this 
term on such a high note with the dawn 
blessing by our tangata whenua iwi,” she 
said. “My personal hope is the warm,  
sunny, new units are enjoyed for many 
decades to come by people from our  
senior community.”
Council purchased 85 George Street  
in 2012 due to its location next to  
Council’s existing senior housing  
complex Vevian Place.

The dwelling was removed and local 
architecture firm Palatchie Architecture 
and Design designed a two storey complex 
featuring 12 one-bedroom residential units 
- six on the ground floor and six on the top 
floor, accessible by a lift.
Work is due to start any day by local 
company T and D Construction Ltd, who 
were awarded the build contract after a 
local tender process.
“The build is the first in Council’s senior 
housing portfolio to have two storeys  
which maximises the excellent site just a 
few blocks from the town centre,”   
Clr Brooks said. 
Council’s Project and Contracts Manager, 
Maighan Watson, said the project aims 
to increase senior housing supply 
in Marlborough with fit-for-purpose, 
centralised housing for seniors. 
“Currently there is a waitlist of senior 
residents requiring accommodation in 
Marlborough - these units will help alleviate 
that demand by adding to Council’s existing 
178 units,” she said.

Palatchie Architecture and Design’s illustration of the George Street senior housing units

Community Awards - nominations open
There are some amazing groups doing great 
things in the Marlborough community.
If you know any, or participate in one 
yourself, it’s time to nominate them for the 
annual Marlborough Community Awards.
Run in collaboration with Volunteer 
Marlborough, the awards recognise 
volunteer groups making valuable 
contributions in the community or partnering 
with other groups for the same benefit.
Community Partnerships Support, Natalie 
Lawler, said any not-for-profit group or 
organisation working in the interests of the 
community can be nominated.
“The awards aim to recognise the 
achievements of groups and the key role 
their volunteers play in a well-functioning 
community,” she said.  
Award categories include Arts, Culture  
and Heritage; Environment and 
Conservation; Sport and Recreation;  
Child/Youth Development and Community 
Social Services.
The judging panel will consider the 
effectiveness of activities, programmes and 
services offered by the nominated group, 
as well as the impact it makes within the 
community. Volunteer input (hours and 
numbers) and the number of people who 
benefit are other factors considered.

Nominations are now open and close on 
Monday 3 October. Nominations must be 
completed online at www.marlborough.
govt.nz/community/grants-and-awards/
marlborough-community-awards
For more information please email 
Community Partnerships Support,  
Natalie Lawler at:  
Natalie.lawler@marlborough.govt.nz

Welcome signs go up
Welcome signs are going up around the province, highlighting each town’s individual 
characteristics.
The new Wairau Valley township signs show a horse and rider crossing a creek with scenic 
hills in the background.
Other townships waking up to new signs include Havelock and Seddon. There is also a 
new welcome to Marlborough sign on the western entrance to the province.
Parks and Open Spaces Manager, Jane Tito, said the welcome signs evolved from the 
regional branding strategy to profile Only Marlborough.
“Once the style of the signs was agreed, the project brief sought locals as models and 
consulted with the communities on the tagline,” she said. “Communities had a chance to 
create an identity through a tagline, colour and an image representative of their town of 
which they could be proud.”
Taglines for some towns came from their reputations with Renwick being the heart of  
wine country, Havelock, the green shell mussel capital of the world and Picton, the heart  
of the Sounds.
Community consultation 
involved local schools and 
various community groups who 
had to agree on a tagline, image  
and colour scheme that best 
represented their township.
Local photographers including 
Jim Tannock and Richard Briggs 
worked on the project.
Canvastown, Ward and Spring 
Creek communities are also set 
to receive new welcome signs 
with images to be completed for 
Rai Valley. Wairau Valley township’s new welcome sign

New sewer main for Murphys Road
The second stage in a series of upgrades to infrastructure services in Murphys Road is 
about to get underway with the laying of a new pressurised sewer main.
Council’s Assets and Services Manager, Richard Coningham, says over the past eight 
months Marlborough Lines have been upgrading underground power cables on the 
eastern side of Murphys Road. “Now that this work is nearing completion, Council can 
carry out its planned sewer upgrades which will occur on the western side of Murphys 
Road, north of Ward Street,” Mr Coningham said. 
“Council considered working at the same time as Marlborough Lines, in an effort to 
minimise the effects on residents and motorists, but this was deemed impractical as both 
projects involve critical infrastructure and require separation within an already congested 
corridor,” he said.
Work on the sewer upgrade is expected to take a couple of months to complete, during 
which time minor disruptions may occur.
The affected area is the western side of Murphys Road, between Old Renwick Road and 
Ward Street. 
The disrupted areas will be limited to 200m at a time and detours will be signposted to 
minimise delays where possible.
Residents will continue to have access to their properties except when the excavations 
are immediately passing their access. When this occurs residents will be given 48 hours’ 
notice by the contractor before any work begins.
Mr Coningham said following the sewer upgrade, a third and final stage of work will be 
carried out which will see the upgrade of the water mains on Murphys Road. “The timing of 
this work is still to be confirmed as there are a number of other planned water upgrades in 
the Springlands area and we want to ensure traffic flows are affected as little as possible.”
“Council appreciates the patience of residents in Murphys Road as these upgrades take 
place,” he said.
The work being carried out on Murphys Road will help satisfy demands from the new 
Summerset complex and accommodate development within the surrounding areas.

Meet the candidates
With local body elections approaching, it’s 
time to meet the candidates so you can make 
an informed decision on who to vote for.
A number of community groups are holding 
“meet the candidate” sessions in the lead up 
to the elections.  
Greypower held several meetings last week. 
Upcoming meetings are as follows:
•  Thursday 8 September 7.00 pm,  
 Rapaura Hall 
 Hosted by Federated Farmers

•  Monday 12 September 7.00 pm,  
Lansdowne Park Sports Hub 
Hosted by Sport Tasman

•   Tuesday 13 September 7.00 pm,  
Awatere Memorial Hall 

Hosted by Awatere Valley Community Trust
•  Wednesday 14 September 6.30 pm,  
 Port Marlborough Pavilion,  
 Endeavour Park, Picton 
 Hosted by the Pavilion Committee

•  Thursday 15 September 7.00 pm,  
 Renwick Anglican Church  
 Hosted by Renwick Smart + Connected

•  Wednesday 21 September 3.00 pm,  
RSA Lounge, Clubs of Marlborough  
Hosted by Senior Housing Residents

Voting for local body elections runs from 
16 September until 8 October. For more 
information visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
your-council/elections/2022-council-election

Commercial Events Fund - applications close Monday
Round 1 of Council’s 2022/2023  
Commercial Events Fund closes on  
Monday 12 September.
The fund was established to help create 
economic benefit to Marlborough by 
attracting new events and helping to build 
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund sub-committee considers the 
applications and there is up to $130,000  
per annum available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must 
be held within the Marlborough District 
Council boundaries. Community events, 
conferences, conventions, trade shows 
and exhibitions are not eligible. Funding 
is granted on an annual basis but it does 

not mean that all funds must be distributed 
each year. Past applicants who have been 
unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•   Applications close: 5.00 pm,  
  Monday 12 September 2022

•   Funding decision by: 5.00 pm,  
  Friday 7 October 2022

Applications must be completed via 
Council’s website -  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s 
Regional Events Advisor,  
Samantha Young, Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: 
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - Marlborough Branch RNZAF  
Association (Inc) - Battle of Britain/Air Force Day  
Commemoration Service
On Sunday 18 September 2022 Seymour Street, from the intersection of High Street to 
Alfred Street, will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic from 10.00 am until 12.00 pm for the 
purpose of the Marlborough Branch RNZAF Association (Inc) - Battle of Britain/Air Force Day 
Commemoration Service.
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed between 
events under the supervision and authority of an officer of the New Zealand Police (Traffic 
Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.
JOHN LEGGETT
MAYOR

Council rubbish bags
Over the past four weeks Council has received feedback from Marlborough residents 
about the quality of its refuse bags.
Council’s Solid Waste Manager, Alec McNeil, says while this year’s bags are the  
same specification and standard as previous years some residents have reported 
issues with them.
“We want to fix this problem to ensure the community is satisfied with the bags 
allocated to them and that they are fit for purpose,” Mr McNeil said.
“Some of the bags returned to Council by residents have now been sent back to the 
supplier for testing against the specification,” he said.
“I’d like to thank the community for their feedback and for bringing the issue to 
Council’s attention.”
“In future, we ask residents to please return any defective bags to Council so we can 
exchange them. Please note though that the old stock of bags has now been depleted 
so no new for old exchanges are possible,” Mr McNeil said.
Council will begin community consultation towards the end of this year on the 
introduction of wheelie bins in July 2024.
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