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Marlborough Farmers’ Market
Enjoy local, fresh and seasonal produce 
and products directly from those that pick, 
grow, farm, fish and make them. The market 
is operating under Covid conditions of entry 
whilst at Alert Level 2.
Sun 19 Sept: 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Marlborough A & P Park, Blenheim

New Landscapes Exhibition
Showcasing new works from Robyn Bardas, 
Miranda Joseph and Sue Pearce. Each artist 
has taken a species-specific approach for 
their response to the landscape - from the 
red tussock of Gore and Japan’s Cherry 
Blossom to the South Island’s alpine 
ecosystems.
Now until Sun 3 Oct 
Weekdays: 10.30 am - 4.30 pm;  
Weekends: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Millennium Public Art Gallery, Blenheim

Flooding creates perfect storm for some businesses Truck and trailers traverse Awatere Valley Road for the  
first timeThe July 17 weather event has created 

complex challenges for some businesses  
in Marlborough.
Determining just how many have been 
affected is one of the goals of a ‘flooding 
economic recovery group’ recently 
established by the Council. Economic 
Development Manager Neil Henry said the 
group had been convened to discuss the 
impact of the flooding on businesses in  
the region.
“The purpose of the group is to capture the 
current and future impact of the flooding on 
businesses. We want to raise awareness of 
these impacts and provide some ideas on 
potential solutions to government and other 
organisations,” he said. “The group will also 
advocate for these solutions to be funded 
and implemented as soon as possible. 
We want practical solutions that can help 
address the problems.”
Businesses, local and central Government 
representatives and business support 
organisations are represented on the 
flooding economic recovery group.
Mr Henry said information would be 
captured from the wider community via a 
survey and discussions with stakeholders 
and those affected. 
“We need as much information as we can 
gather to build a picture of who is affected, 
how badly and where help is most needed,” 
he said. He encouraged any business 
affected by the July 17 storm event to 
complete the survey: www.surveymonkey.
com/r/PostStormRecovery

The Council has also committed immediate 
funds to help eligible businesses access free 
or subsidised business support and advice 
from local business advisors.  The subsidy 
is for up to $500 per business to pay for 
specialist business advice delivered via the 
Marlborough Chamber of Commerce and 
Business Trust Marlborough.
Funding is limited so interested businesses 
should respond as soon as they can. 
Contact Alistair Schorn at Marlborough 
Chamber of Commerce to access the 
support on  
alistair@marlboroughchamber.nz or fill in 
the following business support request form: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/DGBJFVL
For more information if you are a flood 
affected business please contact Economic 
Development Manager Neil Henry at: 
neil.henry@marlborough.govt.nz

For the first time since Marlborough’s July 17 storm, stock truck and trailers were able to 
navigate the flood-damaged Awatere Valley Road last week.
Allowed under strict conditions, the controlled truck access came at a welcome time for 
farmers in the Upper Awatere Valley.
“This controlled access has only been made possible to protect the welfare of animals on 
farms in the upper Awatere Valley. We need to be clear - the road is not open to the public,” 
said Marlborough Roads Recovery Manager, Steve Murrin.
“Our road crews have secured sufficient safe access to allow a limited number of trucks with 
trailers through and these are also being piloted to ensure safety. The road is still in a very 
fragile state,” he said.
“Weather events continue to create additional challenges and repair work on the road 
continues. The access we have managed to secure is restricted to residents only and is 
available only at certain times of the day,” said Mr Murrin.
More support for the Awatere Valley is also coming soon in the form of a pop-up Covid-19 
vaccination clinic for anyone over 12 years of age. Thanks to the support of locals providing 
a venue and communicating with the community, Marlborough Primary Health are hoping to 
run the clinic in late September.
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths said the Council had helped “connect the 
parties” to make the most of an offer from a valley resident to host the clinic to allow locals 
to get their vaccination. “It’s great to see people taking such initiative to help one another 
at this time,” she said. If anyone would like to get a vaccination and hasn’t been contacted 
please email: recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
Financial help from the Mayoral Relief Fund, set up in early August by Mayor John Leggett, 
continues to be provided across the district with a further $7,200 confirmed for distribution. 
Mrs Griffiths said the latest round of funds went to 10 households. That takes the total tally 
distributed to assist residents to $66,490, with 52 households benefitting from this support.
The first funds tagged for primary industry businesses have also been approved. 
“Five applications for the Ministry for Primary Industry Fund were considered. These 
included a farm from the Wairau Valley and famers and producers in the Marlborough 
Sounds. It is hoped that groups of primary industry businesses will coordinate to put a joint 
application for support which will benefit multiple farms and producers,” said Mrs Griffiths.
The committee set up to administer the mayoral fund was also looking to allocate some 
transport funding for this sector, she said. The Ministry for Primary Industries contributed 
$35,000 to the fund. 
“We still have funds available and applications are welcome,” said Mrs Griffiths. People 
wishing to apply can do so via the Council website at: https://bit.ly/MayoralReliefFund

Stock truck and trailers have been able to navigate the flood-damaged Awatere Valley Road under 
strict controls

Representation review open for consultation
The Council’s review of its representation 
arrangements for the local elections in 
2022 and 2025 is now open for public 
consultation. The closing date for 
submissions is 5.00 pm on Friday  
22 October.
The Council supports Option One, in which 
all wards comply with the population formula 
required under the legislation. 
The main change proposed under Option 
One is a reduction in the number of 
Marlborough Sounds’ councillors from three 
to two. This is because the current  
three-councillor representation of the 
Sounds Ward population is much greater 
than the formula allows under the Local 
Electoral Act.
Option One also includes a recommendation 
that the Omaka Landing and Rose Manor 
subdivisions transfer from the  
Wairau-Awatere Ward to the Blenheim Ward, 
reflecting their urban character and close 
proximity to Blenheim.
Three other options are also outlined in 
the Consultation Document, which can 

be viewed at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
your-council/elections/representation-
review-2021
Copies of the Consultation Document are 
also available at Council offices and libraries.
Representation reviews are required every 
six years under the Local Electoral Act 
2001. The Council will consider submissions 
and then adopt a final proposal, which will 
be advertised. Almost all elements of the 
Council's final proposal are subject to a 
right of appeal and/or objection to the Local 
Government Commission. The exception is 
the decision to establish a Māori ward, which 
cannot be appealed.
Due to the current restrictions on public 
gatherings, public meetings are not 
planned for this consultation. If you would 
like the Council to host a videoconference 
meeting via Zoom before the submission 
period closes, please contact Mike Porter, 
Democratic Services Manager.  
Email election@marlborough.govt.nz or  
Ph: 03 520 7400 by 5.00 pm on Friday  
8 October 2021.

Three Waters report and recommendations go to Council

An in-depth report examining the 
Government’s Three Waters reform 
proposals and what they mean for 
Marlborough has been tabled for 
consideration at the full Council meeting 
today, Thursday 16 September.
The report includes analysis by Council staff 
into the Government’s projected savings 
and the claimed benefits of transferring 
Marlborough’s three waters infrastructure 
into one or more new water service entities.
Mayor John Leggett said the Council’s own 
analysis is revealing.
“The Government’s numbers are based 
on high growth projections and efficiency 
gains happening in Marlborough over the 
next thirty years. But when you recast the 
numbers with what in my view are more 
realistic growth and efficiency gains, the 
benefits in favour of transferring our Three 
Waters infrastructure and services are  
less convincing.”
“If Councillors support staff’s 
recommendations I will be asking the 
Government to allow us more time to do 
further work to quantify the net benefit of 
their proposals and, like other mayors, I’d 
like the Three Waters reforms to be carried 
out in conjunction with the Future of Local 
Government review that is also underway.”
“No decision is required from Council at 
this stage on the Three Waters proposals 
- we can reserve our position on whether 
we opt-in or opt-out of the process at this 
point. However we do want greater clarity 
on what the governance arrangements of 
the proposed entities will be, as well as 

a decision on our southern border. The 
Government’s current proposal splits our 
district into two new water entities and that 
means, if the proposals were to go ahead, 
Seddon residents would face higher water 
bills than Blenheim residents.” 
“Our staff’s analysis shows there is a net 
financial benefit in opting in - in other 
words most Marlburians would be likely to 
pay less for their water in 30 years’ time. 
However, we have to weigh that up against 
the possibility that Marlborough will have 
a greatly reduced level of control over 
capital expenditure and the prioritisation of 
spending in our region.”
“The question that lies at the heart of these 
proposals is - ‘is this a price worth paying?’”
“Judging by the public feedback myself and 
councillors are currently receiving every 
day by phone and email, the answer to that 
question is a resounding ‘no’.” 
“Losing control of an asset base that 
Marlburians have laboriously and carefully 
built up over many generations is a very 
hard pill to swallow for people here.”
“It seems logical that there probably are 
financial benefits from greater integration of 
water service entities in a small country like 
New Zealand. 
However, that doesn’t mean that this 
proposal on the table is the right one - and 
our report briefly canvasses what some 
other arrangements could look like, but we 
need to be given the opportunity by the 
Government to explore them properly.” 
“It’s important that the public understands 
that, contrary to a popular misconception 
out there, no decision is required of Council 
to opt-in or opt-out at the moment. However 
we do plan to seek further public feedback 
over the coming weeks through a special 
email address:  
3waters@marlborough.govt.nz and we’re 
planning to run videoconference webinars 
by Zoom.”
“I would encourage people to read the 
Council report and all the other information 
on our website at:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
three-waters-reform-proposals and then 
email us at the address above and let us 
know what you think.”
“Please put your name down for a webinar 
if you want to get into the detail and hear 
more of the Council’s view.”

Improved freshwater in at-risk catchments a step closer
Catchment condition surveys are now largely complete in Marlborough. The surveys cover 
close to 11,000 hectares, an area which includes two Catchment Care catchments and seven 
Te Hoiere catchments. 
The completed catchments for Catchment Care include Are Are Creek and the Linkwater 
Stream with Tuamarina and Flaxbourne still to do. The catchments in Te Hoiere are Rai 
Valley, Upper and Lower Pelorus, Wakamarina, Kaituna, Ronga, Opouri, Tunakino and  
Cullen Creek.
More than 400 properties were surveyed in the process. 
“The surveys enable us to prioritise the work required,” said Catchment Care Officer  
Rachel Russell.
The survey gathers information on bank erosion, fencing, riparian buffers, critical source 
areas, in-stream conditions, weeds and fish barriers.
It is collected in a GIS data collection software package developed by the Council.
“The surveys help to identify areas with the greatest need and potential to keep our 
waterways healthy for future generations,” said Mrs Russell.
“We go through the raw data with landowners, focussing on waterways greater than one 
metre wide as a priority for fencing, plantings and improvements,” she said. “The ultimate 
aim is to improve water quality in these catchments and to support landowners with funding 
and guidance.”
As part of the Catchment Care Programme, landowners are assisted with fencing, planting 
and the introduction of dung beetles. 
“Over the next year our goal is to complete 40km of fencing and plant 9,700 riparian plants. 
To date landowners have agreed to build 6.9km of fences over the next six months.” 
One of the newest weapons in the pursuit of better water quality is dung beetles. Ten dung 
beetle packs have been ordered, with first releases scheduled for late 2021,  
said Mrs Russell.
The many benefits of the 
programme include reductions 
in soil runoff, improved river 
and stream habitat, better water 
quality, the removal of pest 
weeds and increased carbon 
sequestration.
The Catchment Care for at-risk 
Catchments in Marlborough 
is funded through the Public 
Waterways and Ecosystem 
Restoration Fund and Te Hoiere 
Project - Catchment Condition 
Surveying and Restoration 
is funded by the Freshwater 
Improvement Fund As part of the programme, landowners will be assisted with 

fencing, planting and the introduction of dung beetles

Marlborough Community Awards open for applications
Do you know a deserving group doing 
great things in our community? If so now is 
the time to nominate them for the annual 
Community Awards.
Community Partnerships Advisor, Jodie 
Griffiths says the Awards are a partnership 
between Volunteer Marlborough and  
the Council.
“The awards recognise groups making a 
valuable contribution in our community, 
and collaborating or partnering with other 
groups for the same benefit,”  
Mrs Griffiths said.
“Many local organisations across a range 
of sectors work tirelessly for the greater 
good of our community. These awards are 
a chance to recognise their contribution to 
our region,” she said.
Any not-for-profit group or organisation may 
be nominated or can self-nominate.
The awards recognise past and current 
achievements, acknowledging the role of 
volunteers in the governance and delivery 
of services.

The award categories include Arts, Culture 
and Heritage; Environment and  
Conservation; Sport and Recreation;  
Child/Youth Development; and Community  
Social Services. 
Nominations close on Friday 1 October and 
an awards night will be held to formally 
recognise the award winners.
Nominations must be completed online at: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/marlborough-commu-
nity-awards
For further information please email  
Community Partnerships Advisor, Jodie 
Griffiths at:  
Jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

 

At Alert Level 2 Council Chambers will be 
used for Council and committee meetings 
but seating arrangements will be changed 
to meet physical distancing protocols. This 
means only a limited number of public seats 
will be available and wearing a face mask 
is required. A video recording and minutes 

will be available on the Council website 
following the meetings.
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 30 September at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 7 October at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 14 October at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for further information.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Tender - Marlborough regional landfill operation
Marlborough District Council invites tenders for the above contract.
It involves the operation of the Bluegums Landfill site including operation and maintenance 
of landfill facilities and infrastructure, in accordance with the landfill management plan, 
collection of fees and management of all customer accounts, receipt of waste and 
placement, compaction and covering in the landfill and engineering capital works, as 
instructed by the engineer from time to time. 
The landfill operation must comply with the applicable resource consents.  
Tenders close at 4.00 pm on Friday 29 October 2021.
Tender documents can be downloaded from:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/tenders
All inquiries should be directed to:  
Mr Hugh Cherrill, 2 Hunter Street, Wellington.  
Ph: 04 381 8579 or 021 562 805,  
or email: hcherrill@tonkintaylor.co.nz

Marlborough’s road to recovery info
Anyone who needs support as a result of the July storm should contact the Council at: 
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the status of a road, please visit the Marlborough Emergency Management Official 
Public Information Map at: https://bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl before your journey, and stay 
up to date on the latest roading alerts at: https://bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
For roading information and queries please contact Marlborough Roads on  
Ph: 03 520 8024 or 0800 213 213 between 8.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday. 
Alternatively you can email the recovery team at: recovery@marlboroughroads.com
For general recovery information go to: 
https://bit.ly/MDCRecoveryInfo
For the Mayoral Relief Fund go to: 
https://bit.ly/StormMayoralReliefFund
Please follow the Council’s Facebook page, Antenno app, Twitter and the Council website 
for further information.
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