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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Improved freshwater in at-risk catchments a step closer

Region flush with toilet upgrades
Despite recent challenges thrown up by the weather, upgrades to toilet 
facilities across Marlborough continue.
A number of these renewal and redevelopment projects have been funded out of the 
Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment’s Tourism Infrastructure Fund (TIF).
Council Parks and Open Spaces Officer Grahame Smail says the latest areas to benefit 
from TIF funding include the Collins Memorial Reserve on State Highway 1, between 
Picton and Blenheim, and the Okiwi Bay toilet facility and picnic shelter in the western 
Marlborough Sounds.
Work on the Collins Memorial Reserve toilet facility and picnic shelter has already 
started and is expected to be completed in early November. “The old toilet facility and 
picnic shelter have now been demolished,” says Grahame.
The new toilet facility will feature one men’s and one women’s toilet, a unisex accessible 
cubicle and a new picnic shelter on the western end. 
Two portable toilets are on site for the public while the new facilities are built, and the 
carpark and picnic area is still available, says Grahame.
A start on the replacement of the Okiwi Bay toilet facility and picnic shelter has been 
delayed with the need to relocate an in-ground telephone cable. 
“The project is ready to go though and is expected to get underway soon which will end 
a long wait for the delivery of this new facility,” says Grahame.
A new public toilet facility for the Rai Valley Township and associated Village Green 
development is also moving through the consent process with ground works due to get 
underway in September. 
“We have also been working with the Carluke Domain Committee on a long held 
aspiration to redevelop the old toilet facilities of the Rai Valley community hall at the 
Carluke Domain,” says Grahame. 
This is proposed to include a camper-caravan effluent dump station to serve the Rai 
Valley to Nelson and the Okiwi Bay to French Pass routes. 
Redevelopment of the Taylor Dam Reserve toilet facility is also on track for completion 
in October.
The Council has received TIF funding to install small permanent public toilet facilities at: 
• Lake Elterwater 
• Ferry Road bridge picnic area 
• Wedge Point, on the Picton to Ngakuta section of the Link Pathway  
• Renwick Dog Park 
All of these new facilities are programmed to be completed by March 2022. 

Catchment condition surveys are now largely complete in Marlborough. The surveys cover close to 11,000 hectares, an area which includes two 
Catchment Care catchments and seven Te Hoiere catchments. 
The completed catchments for Catchment Care include Are Are Creek and the Linkwater Stream with Tuamarina and Flaxbourne still to do. The catchments in Te Hoiere are Rai 
Valley, Upper and Lower Pelorus, Wakamarina, Kaituna, Ronga, Opouri, Tunakino and Cullen Creek.
More than 400 properties were surveyed in the process. 
“The surveys enable us to prioritise the work required,” said Catchment Care Officer Rachel Russell.
The survey gathers information on bank erosion, fencing, riparian buffers, critical source areas, in-stream conditions, weeds and fish barriers. It is collected in a GIS data 
collection software package developed by the Council.
“The surveys help to identify areas with the greatest need and potential to keep our waterways healthy for future generations,” said Mrs Russell.
“We go through the raw data with landowners, focussing on waterways greater than one metre wide as a priority for fencing, plantings and improvements,” she said. “The 
ultimate aim is to improve water quality in these catchments and to support landowners with funding and guidance.”
As part of the Catchment Care Programme, landowners are assisted with fencing, planting and the introduction of dung beetles. 
“Over the next year our goal is to complete 40km of fencing and plant 9,700 riparian plants. To date landowners have agreed to build 6.9km of fences over the next six months.” 
One of the newest weapons in the pursuit of better water quality is dung beetles. Ten dung beetle packs have been ordered, with first releases scheduled for late 2021,  
said Mrs Russell.
The many benefits of the programme include reductions in soil runoff, improved river and stream habitat, better water quality, the removal of pest weeds and increased  
carbon sequestration.
The Catchment Care for at-risk Catchments in Marlborough is funded through the Public Waterways and Ecosystem Restoration Fund and Te Hoiere Project - Catchment 
Condition Surveying and Restoration is funded by the Freshwater Improvement Fund.

An artist impression of the new Okiwi Bay toilet facility, the same design and layout for the  
Collins Memorial Reserve upgrade
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