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If you have not yet applied for a rates rebate 
and you need some help to do so, come into 
Council offices between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm 
until Friday 8 October and a staff member will 
guide you through the process.
The assistance period has been extended by a 
month following the lockdown which prevented 
ratepayers from visiting Council’s offices.
The Rates Rebate Scheme was established by 
Government to provide a subsidy to low income 
home owners on the cost of their rates. Council 
administers the scheme and is reimbursed by 
the Government.
To be eligible for a rates rebate for the 2021/22 
rating year:
• you must be shown as the legal ratepayer for 

the property that was your home on 1 July 
2021

• you must pay the rates for the home in which 
you live

• the home must not principally be used for 
commercial, industrial, business or farming 
purposes.

The amount of any rates rebate is based on:
• the amount of your annual rates levy
• the total income received by you and your 

partner
• the number of dependants residing in the 

property.
If you provide these details by telephone or 
over the counter at one of our offices, we can 
quickly calculate whether you qualify for a rates 
rebate, and if so, how much you are entitled to. 
For further information about visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/rates-rebate 
or Ph: 03 520 7400.

Rates rebate assistance available

One hundred and ninety people 
had their say on the draft East 
Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw, with the 
submission period now closed.
Council Strategic Planner, Sarah 
Edmonds says the submission 
period provided a chance for 
everyone to be heard on the 
proposal.
“Of the submissions received 110 or 
58 percent supported the current 
draft bylaw while 79 or 39 percent 
opposed it. Five submissions, or 
three per cent were neutral,” Mrs 
Edmonds said.
“Of those opposing the bylaw, 
15 wanted to see the status 
quo remain, while 58 submitters 
requested Council allow all-terrain 
vehicles with restrictions. These 
include using signs and education, 
nominating routes below the mean 
high water mark and introducing 
speed restrictions.  Controlling users 
and types of vehicles, using a code 
of practice or exempting those that 
are gathering food or fishing, were 
also suggested as alternatives to a 
full ban,” she said.
A hearings panel consisting of two 
independent commissioners and 
a councillor will soon be established 
to consider the submissions and 
listen to the 46 submitters who 
wish to be heard, before making 

final recommendations to Council.
The draft bylaw proposes to prohibit 
motor vehicles on the beach 
between the Awatere and Waima 
(Ure) river mouths, with a few 
exemptions. The aim is to improve 
public safety and enable habitat 
restoration and protection of the 
area’s many threatened and at-risk 
species.
The East Coast is known for its 
wide-ranging values from recreation 
and commercial fishing to ecological 
and cultural significance. Following 
the 7.8-magnitude Kaikoura 
earthquake in late 2016, this stretch 
of the East Coast became much 
more accessible, as the seabed lifted 
and wide new expanses of beach 
and exposed reefs were created. In 
places where access was previously 
restricted, it became possible to 
walk or drive at any time. The 
damage caused by the earthquake, 
coupled with increased motor 
vehicle access, has led to mounting 
pressure on the area’s unique 
ecosystems.
You can read the submissions at: 
https://data.marlborough.govt.nz/
EastCoastSubmissions2021 or to 
find out more about the draft bylaw 
visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/bylaws/proposed-east-coast-
beach-vehicle-bylaw

During the recent 
lockdown many of our 
four-legged friends and 
their owners were out 
and about pounding 
the pavement in an 
effort to get some 
exercise and a change 
of scenery.
The introduction of the 
new Dog Control Policy 
and Dog Control Bylaw 
2021, which came into 
effect on 1 August, 
has brought changes to where our 
canine companions can go and 
exercise, both on and off lead.
Key changes include allowing dogs 
into Blenheim’s CBD if they’re on 
a lead and under control, specific 
areas where dogs must be on a lead 
along the Taylor River and sections 
of the Taylor River where they can 
be off lead, and the prohibition of 
dogs near playgrounds and BBQ 
areas. Changes in Picton, Ward 
Beach and Wairau Valley have also 
been made.
To help owners get up to speed 

Community responds to draft East 
Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw 

Smart Map provides info for dog walkers

Public access, with some restrictions, 
along the length of Queen Charlotte 
Drive has been given the green light.
The scenic corridor between Picton and 
Havelock reopened to the public, with 
some restrictions, on Monday evening. 
Queen Charlotte Drive was one of a 
number of roads badly affected by the 
17 July storm which cause extensive 
damage. The event triggered many 
landslides and slips along the length of 
Queen Charlotte Drive. 
Marlborough Roads Recovery Manager, 
Steve Murrin says the reopening is a 
major milestone.
“Although the road is open there are 
restrictions for vehicles and towing of 
up to 12.6 metres in length - essentially 
a single truck unit or small vehicle with 
a trailer, because of the fragility of the 
road,” Mr Murrin said. 
Prior to the damage, heavy class 
vehicles were not allowed on Queen 
Charlotte Drive from Dalziels Bridge near 
Linkwater back to Shakespeare Bay, near 
Picton. That restriction has now been 
extended the full length of the road.
“We had more than 100 faults along 
Queen Charlotte Drive and the biggest 
slip was over 3,000 cubic metres. 
There were also 32 under slips and 11 
culverts suffered damage - it’s a major 
achievement to get to this point, but 
the work is ongoing across 16 complex 
roadworks sites,” Mr Murrin said.
Construction will continue along the 
32km route, which provides access 
for hundreds of residents and holiday 
homes along its length as well as being 
a popular scenic drive for visitors to the 
region, through to October 2022.
Cullen Point near Havelock, where a 
large section of the road slipped away, 
still requires extensive restoration work 
and traffic controls will be in place for 
months to come. “There will be ongoing 
disruption and the public should expect 
delays - there is still a lot of work to do,” 
said Mr Murrin.
“Queen Charlotte Drive is fragile and 
susceptible to any ongoing weather 
events. But getting this public access in 
place is great news,” he said. 
For the Kenepuru Road and its 
associated side roads, work is continuing 
on a daily basis but unfortunately it’s 
going to be a longer road to recovery 
for residents, property owners and 
businesses in that area,” Mr Murrin said.

Queen Charlotte Drive reopens 
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ROAD TO RECOVERY: JULY 2021 FLOOD EVENT

Public access with restrictions, 
from Picton to Havelock, from 20 September 2021
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Daylight saving starts 
Sunday 26 September
Remember to put your 
clocks forward one hour

The first car drives along the recently reopened 
road at Cullen Point

Council’s Smart Maps site makes it easy to 
find information on where dogs are allowed in 
Marlborough both on and off lead 

with the changes, the Council’s 
‘Dog Exercise Areas’ Smart Map has 
been updated. This colour-coded 
map allows users to zoom in to find 
out which areas dogs are allowed 
to exercise on lead, off lead, or are 
prohibited. 
So as the evenings get longer and 
summer is just around the corner 
make sure you’re in the know when 
it comes to where your dog can 
exercise on and off a lead. 
Jump online and check out the Dog 
Exercise Areas Smart Map today at: 
https://bit.ly/3tLQPGT


