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Dressage Marlborough - Give it a 
Go Day
Here’s your chance to try dressage in a 
non-competitive environment. Catering for 
lead reins, starter and introductory through 
to preliminary and novice grades. No matter 
the age, ability of the rider or breed of horse 
or pony, this event is open to everyone.
Sat 25 Sept: 9.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Marlborough Equestrian Park,  
81 Bothams Bend, Blenheim

Marlborough Art & Wine Fair
Wine and art combine at this collaborative 
exhibition showcasing paintings, sculpture, 
ceramics and photographic art from 
Marlborough artists.
Now until 3 Oct: 10.00 am - 7.00 pm 
The Wine Station,  
2 Sinclair Street, Blenheim

 

At Alert Level 2 the Council Chambers are 
used for Council and committee meetings 
but seating arrangements have to meet 
physical distancing protocols. 
This means only a limited number of seats 
will be available and wearing a face mask is 
required. 

A video recording and minutes will be 
available on the Council website following 
the meetings.
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 30 September at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 7 October at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 14 October at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for further information.

Council
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Queen Charlotte Drive reopens

Evacuations during Covid restrictions
During the July storm, some Marlburians 
had to evacuate their homes. Auckland also 
suffered a severe weather event recently 
and people had to evacuate during Covid 
Alert Level 4. 
If you do need to evacuate your home 
under Covid restrictions, you should do 
so. Evacuation advice overrides any other 
restrictions - you just need to take simple 
steps to stay safe. These include:
•  Staying two metres away from others if 

possible
• Wearing a mask or face covering 

•  Ensuring you have warm clothing and 
essential items for you and your family, 
including medications, face masks and 
hand sanitiser

•  Taking pets with you and moving stock to 
higher ground if it’s safe to do so

To find out more about preparing for an 
emergency visit:  
www.getready.govt.nz/prepared/household
For more information about Covid-19 and the 
requirements of each alert level visit:  
www.covid19.govt.nz

Community responds to draft East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw Smart Map provides info for dog walkers
During the recent lockdown many of our 
four-legged friends and their owners were 
out and about pounding the pavement in an 
effort to get some exercise and a change  
of scenery.
The introduction of the new Dog Control 
Policy and Dog Control Bylaw 2021, which 
came into effect on 1 August, has brought 
changes to where our canine companions 
can go and exercise, both on and off lead.
Key changes include allowing dogs into 
Blenheim’s CBD if they’re on a lead and 
under control, specific areas where dogs 
must be on a lead along the Taylor River and 
sections of the Taylor River where they can 
be off lead, and the prohibition of dogs near 

playgrounds and BBQ areas. Changes in 
Picton, Ward Beach and Wairau Valley have 
also been made.
To help owners get up to speed with the 
changes, the Council’s ‘Dog Exercise 
Areas’ Smart Map has been updated. This 
colour-coded map allows users to zoom in 
to find out which areas dogs are allowed to 
exercise on lead, off lead, or are prohibited. 
So as the evenings get longer and summer 
is just around the corner make sure you’re in 
the know when it comes to where your dog 
can exercise on and off a lead. 
Jump online and check out the Dog Exercise 
Areas Smart Map today at:  
https://bit.ly/3tLQPGT

Council’s Smart Maps site makes it easy to find information on where dogs are allowed in Marlborough 
both on and off lead 

Requested removal of Picton oak tree - have your say
Council wants your feedback on the future 
of a mature oak tree located on road reserve 
outside 35 South Terrace, Picton, after 
receiving a request from residents that the 
tree be removed.
The mature tree, a Quercus palustris (Pin 
Oak), is considered healthy and at 19 metres 
high it is dominant in the landscape and can 
be seen from State Highway 1.
The tree is listed as Notable Tree No. 33 
in the Marlborough Environment Plan 
(MEP) and recognised as contributing 
to the aesthetic, historical, cultural and 
environmental values within the district.  
Only trees that are deemed significant and 
meet specific criteria become listed. Listing 
a notable tree provides a higher level of tree 
protection, with a resource consent required 
to significantly prune or remove a tree. 
The tree is also listed in the New Zealand 
Tree Register (number 347). The register 
notes that this single tree was planted by a 
resident of South Terrace in the 1930s.
Arborist inspections, reports and tree 
monitoring have taken place, with recent 
pruning/crown reduction work being 
completed as recommended. 
However, the residents who have requested 
the tree’s removal have conveyed to Council 
that they still have reservations about the 
tree due to its close proximity to the nearby 
house and the possibility of root damage to 
the house and car port. Leaf and debris fall 
has also been raised as a concern.

If you’d like to have your say on the future of 
this tree please email Council at:  
mdc@marlborough.govt.nz before Monday 
11 October 2021, or you can fill out an online 
survey on Council’s website:  
https://bit.ly/3Aoepw4
If you wish to discuss this issue further 
please contact Robin Dunn, from Council’s 
Parks and Open Spaces Team on  
Ph: 03 520 7400.

The Quercus palustris (Pin Oak) on the road 
reserve outside 35 South Terrace, Picton

Rates rebate assistance available
If you have not yet applied for a rates rebate 
and you need some help to do so, come 
into Council offices between 10.00 am and 
2.00 pm until Friday 8 October and a staff 
member will guide you through the process.
The assistance period has been extended 
by a month following the lockdown which 
prevented ratepayers from visiting Council’s 
offices.
The Rates Rebate Scheme was established 
by Government to provide a subsidy to low 
income home owners on the cost of their 
rates. Council administers the scheme and is 
reimbursed by the Government.
To be eligible for a rates rebate for the 
2021/22 rating year:
•  You must be shown as the legal ratepayer 

for the property that was your home on 1 
July 2021

•  You must pay the rates for the home in 
which you live

•   The home must not principally be used for 
commercial, industrial, business or farming 
purposes

The amount of any rates rebate is based on:
• The amount of your annual rates levy
•   The total income received by you and your 

partner
•  The number of dependants residing in the 

property
If you provide these details by telephone or 
over the counter at one of our offices, we 
can quickly calculate whether you qualify for 
a rates rebate, and if so, how much you are 
entitled to. 
For further information about visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/
rates-rebate or Ph: 03 520 7400.

Search continues for Blenheim bus sponsor
The Council is still on the lookout for a new 
sponsor for the Blenheim bus service.
Sustainable Transport Manager Braden 
Prideaux said the sponsorship opportunity 
had arisen recently for the first time in  
four years. 
“The sponsor of the Blenheim bus is entitled 
to receive exclusive advertising, other than 
any reference to the Council or Ritchies as 
the transport operator. In the past this has 
taken the form of an entire wraparound of 
the vehicle,” he said. 
“At the moment we have a blank canvas 
waiting for someone to put their name on it.”
The sponsor, or sponsors, will be included 
in any promotion of the service. Braden said 
the Council was open to joint proposals, and 
other benefits were also open  
for negotiation. 
Interested businesses should lodge an 
expression of interest including the value of 
the sponsorship offer, by Thursday  
7 October.

For further information contact Braden 
Prideaux on Ph: 03 520 7400 during normal 
business hours or email:  
braden.prideaux@marlborough.govt.nz

Sponsorship of the Blenheim bus service is an 
opportunity on wheels for a local business

Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Request for Proposals - Animal Control Services
Marlborough District Council invites 
proposals for the above contract.
It involves dog registration and dog control, 
the removal of livestock from public land and 
roads, impounding and associated services.
The successful respondent will require a 
base in or near the Blenheim CBD for public 
enquiries and dog registration purposes.
Tenders close at 4.00 pm on Friday 5 
November 2021.

Tender documents can be downloaded 
from: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/tenders
All enquiries should be directed to: Jane 
Robertson, Animal Control Contract 
Manager, PO Box 443, Blenheim 7240,  
Ph: 03 520 7400, or email: 
jane.robertson@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - Marlborough Car Club Sprint Races 
On Sunday 26 September the following 
roads in Riverlands will be closed to ordinary 
vehicle traffic from 7.30 am to 5.00 pm for 
the Marlborough Car Club Sprint Races:
• Cloudy Bay Drive, RP 264m - 570m
• Chandler Close, RP 0 - 156m
• Winefair Close, RP 0 - 165m
• Seafair Close, RP 0 - 350m
During the period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and 
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand 
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).

It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit holder 
to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic 
during the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to  
Dean Hawkey at Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Marlborough’s road to recovery info
Anyone who needs support as a result of 
the July storm should contact the Council 
at: recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the status of a road, please visit the 
Marlborough Emergency Management  
Official Public Information Map at:  
https://bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl before 
your journey, and stay up to date on the 
latest roading alerts at:  
https://bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
For roading information and queries please 
contact Marlborough Roads on  

Ph: 03 520 8024 or 0800 213 213  
between 8.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday 
to Friday. Alternatively you can email the 
recovery team at:  
recovery@marlboroughroads.com
For general recovery information go to: 
https://bit.ly/MDCRecoveryInfo
For the Mayoral Relief Fund go to: 
https://bit.ly/StormMayoralReliefFund
Please follow the Council’s Facebook page, 
Antenno app, Twitter and the Council  
website for further information.

One hundred and ninety people had their 
say on the draft East Coast Beach Vehicle 
Bylaw, with the submission period  
now closed.
Council Strategic Planner, Sarah Edmonds 
says the submission period provided a 
chance for everyone to be heard on  
the proposal.
“Of the submissions received 110 or  
58 percent supported the current draft  
bylaw while 79 or 39 percent opposed it. 
Five submissions, or three per cent were  
neutral,” Mrs Edmonds said.
“Of those opposing the bylaw, 15 wanted to 
see the status quo remain, while 58  
submitters requested Council allow 
all-terrain vehicles with restrictions. These 
include using signs and education,  
nominating routes below the mean high 
water mark and introducing speed  
restrictions. Controlling users and types 
of vehicles, using a code of practice or 
exempting those that are gathering food or 
fishing, were also suggested as alternatives 
to a full ban,”she said.
A hearings panel consisting of two  
independent commissioners and a  
councillor will soon be established to 
consider the submissions and listen to the 
46 submitters who wish to be heard, before 

making final recommendations to Council.
The draft bylaw proposes to prohibit motor 
vehicles on the beach between the  
Awatere and Waima (Ure) river mouths, with 
a few exemptions.  
The aim is to improve public safety and 
enable habitat restoration and protection 
of the area’s many threatened and at-risk 
species.
The East Coast is known for its  
wide-ranging values from recreation and 
commercial fishing to ecological and  
cultural significance. Following the  
7.8-magnitude Kaikōura earthquake in late 
2016, this stretch of the East Coast became 
much more accessible, as the seabed lifted 
and wide new expanses of beach and  
exposed reefs were created. In places 
where access was previously restricted, 
it became possible to walk or drive at any 
time. The damage caused by the  
earthquake, coupled with increased motor 
vehicle access, has led to mounting  
pressure on the area’s unique ecosystems.
You can read the submissions at:  
https://data.marlborough.govt.nz/East-
CoastSubmissions2021 or to find out more 
about the draft bylaw visit: www.marlbor-
ough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/pro-
posed-east-coast-beach-vehicle-bylaw

Daylight saving starts 
Sunday 26 September

Remember to put your
clocks forward one hour

The first car drives along the recently reopened road at Cullen Point

Public access, with some restrictions, along 
the length of Queen Charlotte Drive has 
been given the green light.
The scenic corridor between Picton and 
Havelock reopened to the public, with some 
restrictions, on Monday evening. 
Queen Charlotte Drive was one of a number 
of roads badly affected by the 17 July storm 
which caused extensive damage. The event 
triggered many landslides and slips along  
its length. 
Marlborough Roads Recovery Manager, 
Steve Murrin says the reopening is a  
major milestone.
“Although the road is open there are 
restrictions for vehicles and towing of up to 
12.6 metres in length - essentially a single 
truck unit or small vehicle with a trailer, 
because of the fragility of the road,”  
Mr Murrin said. 
Prior to the damage, heavy class vehicles 
were not allowed on Queen Charlotte Drive 
from Dalziels Bridge near Linkwater back 
to Shakespeare Bay, near Picton. That 
restriction has now been extended the full 
length of the road.
“We had more than 100 faults along Queen 
Charlotte Drive and the biggest slip was 
over 3,000 cubic metres. There were also 32 
under slips and 11 culverts suffered damage 
- it’s a major achievement to get to this point, 
but the work is ongoing across 16 complex 
roadworks sites,” Mr Murrin said.
Construction will continue along the 32km 
route, which provides access for hundreds 
of residents and holiday homes along its 
length as well as being a popular scenic 
drive for visitors to the region, through to 
October 2022.
Cullen Point near Havelock, where a large 
section of the road slipped away, still 
requires extensive restoration work and 
traffic controls will be in place for months to 
come. 
“There will be ongoing disruption and the 
public should expect delays - there is still a 
lot of work to do,” said Mr Murrin.

“Queen Charlotte Drive is fragile and 
susceptible to any ongoing weather events. 
But getting this public access in place is 
great news,” he said. 
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ROAD TO RECOVERY: JULY 2021 FLOOD EVENT

Public access with restrictions, 
from Picton to Havelock, from 20 September 2021
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required
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