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Final call for feedback on draft East Coast  
Beach Vehicle Bylaw
If you want to have your say on the draft 
East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw now’s your 
chance before submissions close at 5.00 pm 
on Wednesday 8 September.
The draft bylaw proposes to prohibit motor 
vehicles on the beach between the Awatere 
and Waima (Ure) River mouths, with a few 
exemptions. The aim is to improve public 
safety and enable habitat restoration and 
protection of the area’s many threatened 
and at-risk species. 
The East Coast is known for its wide-
ranging values from recreation and 
commercial fishing to ecological and 
cultural significance. Following the Kaikōura 
earthquake in late 2016, this stretch of coast 
became much more accessible, as the 
seabed lifted and wide new expanses of 
beach and exposed reefs were created. 

The damage caused by the earthquake, 
coupled with increased motor vehicle 
access, has led to mounting pressure on  
the area’s ecosystems. 
A hearings panel of two independent 
commissioners and one councillor will 
consider all of the submissions and listen to 
those who wish to speak to their submission. 
The dates and times of the hearings will 
be confirmed after submissions close.  
After the hearings, the panel will make 
recommendations to Council. The public 
will be able to view the submissions on the 
Council’s website after the closing date.
To make a submission or find out more 
about the draft East Coast Beach Vehicle 
Bylaw visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
your-council/bylaws/proposed-east-coast-
beach-vehicle-bylaw

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

At Alert Level 3 Council meetings cannot 
be open to the public. A recording of the 
meeting and a set of draft minutes will be 
available on the Council website following 
the meeting. 

Please note committee draft minutes are 
an unofficial record until confirmed by a 
subsequent full Council meeting. 
Council 
Thursday 16 September at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to 
change. Please contact the Committee 
Secretary; Ph: 03 520 7400 for further 
information. 

Council
meetings
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saw a number of Council services restart. 
However, many services remain closed 
including public toilets and playgrounds.  
For more information visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz
Parks, reserves and playgrounds 
Parks and reserves are available for public 
use to get fresh air and exercise. Mowing 
and garden care will resume. Please avoid 
getting close to our staff and contractors 
who are working in their own bubbles. 
Maintain that two metre distance at all 
times. Playgrounds remain closed and park 
furniture like picnic tables and benches 
should not be touched or used. 
The Wither Hills Farm Park tracks are open. 
Gates have been left open to reduce the 
need for walkers to touch hard surfaces. 
The Wither Hills Mountain Bike Park and 
the Victoria Domain mountain bike tracks 
remain closed under Alert Level 3. Biking 
can still take place on the easier bike trails 
outside the mountain bike park areas.
Rubbish and recycling
Although some rubbish and recycling 
facilities are open, you are encouraged to 
avoid using our waste facilities at this time. 
Kerbside collection
Kerbside collections in Blenheim and Picton 
will continue as normal. To minimise the 
health risk of handling recyclables by our 
collection crews, and to reduce the potential 
for compromising physical distancing rules, 
these materials are being sent to landfill until 
further notice. Rolls of ten Council refuse 
bags are available for purchase  
from supermarkets.
Transfer stations
Transfer stations remain open but will  
only accept bagged waste. Every second 
drop-off bay will be closed to enable physical 
distancing. This means the emptying capacity 
is reduced by 50 per cent, so if you are using 
the transfer station please be patient. Our 
staff record vehicle registration details as part 
of contact tracing protocols.
Greenwaste and Resource Recovery Centre
Both remain open but access is controlled  
to ensure physical distancing. 
Rural community recycling
The rural community recycling service and 
coin skips will continue to operate  
as normal.
Reuse Centre
The Reuse Centre in Blenheim is closed.
Bluegums Landfill
The Bluegums landfill is open as usual for 
existing commercial customers only.
Bus services
Bus services in Blenheim, Picton and 
Renwick will continue to operate and are 
free of charge. This protects bus drivers by 
limiting passenger interaction and removing 
the need to handle cash. 
Passengers should scan the QR code 
displayed on the bus and wear a face 
covering while on the bus and at arrival  
and departure points. 

Where passengers are unable to scan the QR 
code they are asked to individually record 
details of each trip they make. Passengers 
should exercise physical distancing.
Council offices
Council reception in Blenheim and Picton 
remain closed. You can contact us via  
email at: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz  
Include your contact details and one of  
the team will contact you. Or you can call  
Ph: 03 520 7400.  
Council’s online services are operating 
as usual - many enquiries, applications, 
payments, submissions and other business 
can be carried out via the Council’s website 
at: www.marlborough.govt.nz 
Meetings
Council and committee meetings will 
continue to be held remotely via Zoom 
under Alert Level 3. A recording and minutes 
will be available on the Council website 
following the meeting.
Libraries
Libraries in Blenheim and Picton remain 
closed. However, online services including 
access to ebooks, eaudiobooks, magazines 
and newspapers are still available.  
People who are not already library members 
can sign up for a digital only membership 
online, allowing them to access library 
e-resources for 12 months. For more 
information on our online library services  
go to: www.marlboroughlibraries.govt.nz
Maritime recreation 
Under Alert Level 3 recreational  
power and sail boating is prohibited.  
Other water-based activities such as 
swimming, surfing, kayaking, canoeing, 
rowing, windsurfing and paddle boarding are 
allowed if you are already experienced and 
you stay close to shore. Staying overnight at  
a bach or holiday home is not permitted.
Public toilets
All public loos in Marlborough are closed. 
Some public toilets are open for essential 
workers only.
Dogs
Dogs should be kept on a lead during Alert 
Level 3 even in dog exercise areas where 
leads aren’t normally required. It’s important 
to remember that pets are part of your 
bubble too. The virus can settle on their fur 
like any other surface, so keep your dog 
two metres from others, and don’t pat other 
people’s dogs.
Noise control
If you are being disturbed by noise,  
please call Ph: 03 520 7400.
Building inspections
Building and construction site inspections 
can take place, but with appropriate safety 
measures in place, and avoiding close 
interaction. The Building Control Group is 
taking bookings for inspections; please call 
Ph: 03 520 7405. 
For the most up-to-date information please 
follow the Government and Ministry of 
Health’s advice at: www.covid19.govt.nz

Council services at Alert Level 3 Marlburians roll up their sleeves for Covid vaccine 
While the Marlborough Lines Stadium 
2000 is used to hosting a range of events 
from dog shows to sporting tournaments, a 
vaccination centre is a first for the facility.
Thousands of masked-up Marlburiains 
have walked through the doors after 
Blenheim’s vaccination centre shifted from 
its original Henry Street site to the stadium 
last Monday. The move was necessary to 
cater for the boost in vaccine appointments 
while still allowing for physical distancing 
requirements under the then Alert Level 4. 
As of Sunday 29 August more than 29,600 
Marlburians had rolled up their sleeves to 
receive their first dose of the Pfizer vaccine - 
that’s 74 percent of Marlborough’s population 
aged 12 years and over. 40.6 percent of 
Marlburians had received their second  
dose so are now fully vaccinated.
Last week those aged 30 or over were 
eligible to book their appointment as part 
of the national vaccine roll-out. From 1 
September, anyone aged 12 and over can 
book their vaccine. Note that parents of 
children aged 12 to 15 years need to book 
their appointment for them. 

To secure your spot visit the Book My 
Vaccine website: www.bookmyvaccine.nz  
or call 0800 28 29 26 (8.00 am to 8.00 pm,  
7 days a week). When you make your 
booking you’ll be able to choose your 
preferred appointment time and location. 
It’s ok to travel within your district to secure 
an earlier appointment time. For example, if 
you live in Picton, you can travel to a bigger 
vaccination centre in Blenheim for an earlier 
appointment.
Those attending an appointment at Stadium 
2000 are reminded that access is from the 
rear car park (Redwood Street) only. 
Dr Nick Baker, Chief Medical Officer, Nelson 
Marlborough Health, said vaccination is the 
best protection against the Delta variant. 
“Being fully vaccinated gives you a high 
degree of protection against Delta infection, 
and an even higher degree of protection 
against severe illness, hospitalisation 
and death. Evidence currently shows the 
effectiveness of two doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine against illness due to Delta infection 
is about 88 percent and the protection 
against hospitalisation due to Delta infection 
about 96 percent,” Dr Baker said.

Marlborough’s road to recovery information
Anyone with welfare needs due to the July storm should contact the Council on:  
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the status of a road, please visit the Marlborough Emergency Management  
Official Public Information Map at: www.bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl before your  
journey, and stay up to date on the latest roading alerts at: www.bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
For roading information and queries please contact Marlborough Roads on  
Ph: 03 520 8024 or 0800 213 213 between 8.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday. 
Alternatively you can email the recovery team on recovery@marlboroughroads.com
For general recovery information go to: www.bit.ly/MDCRecoveryInfo
For the Mayoral Relief Fund go to: www.bit.ly/StormMayoralReliefFund
Please follow the Council’s Facebook page, Antenno app, Twitter and the Council  
website for further information.

The Council has reviewed its representation 
arrangements for the next local elections in 
2022 and 2025, which is required every six 
years under the Local Electoral Act 2001. 
At Monday’s Council meeting, Councillors 
recommended their preferred option  
(Option 1) as:
a)  That Marlborough District Council consist 

of a Mayor and 13 councillors 
b)  That a ward structure of voting is the most 

appropriate for Marlborough 
c)  That the make-up of that ward structure 

be: 
• Blenheim Ward (7 members) 
• Wairau-Awatere Ward (3 members)
• Marlborough Sounds Ward (2 members);
• Marlborough Māori Ward (1 member)

d)   That no community boards be 
established. 

Option 1 also recommends transferring 
the Omaka Landing and Rose Manor 
subdivisions from the Wairau-Awatere Ward 
to the Blenheim Ward, reflecting their urban 
character and proximity to Blenheim.
Three other representation options are 
outlined in the agenda report, which can 
be viewed at www.marlborough.govt.nz/
your-council/meetings - go to ‘Extraordinary 
Council Meeting - 30 August 2021.’
Dean Heiford, Council’s Manager Support 
Services says the recommendation follows 
the engagement of an independent 
consultant who advised the Council  
on its options.

“Councillors support a ‘modified status quo’ 
option with little change to the existing 
arrangements. Under this option, all 
wards comply with the plus or minus 10% 
population formula required under  
the Local Electoral Act.” 
“The main change proposed under 
Option 1 sees a reduction in the number 
of Marlborough Sounds’ councillors from 
three to two.”
“The reason for this is that the current 
three-councillor representation of the 
Marlborough Sounds Ward population  
is far greater than the legislation allows.”
“The Local Government Commission is 
the final arbiter of our representation 
arrangements and in the past we have 
argued to them that the Marlborough 
Sounds needed another councillor due  
to its remote and isolated communities.” 
“However, with the improvements we’ve 
seen in communications technology in 
recent years that argument is harder 
to sustain. Also, all our councillors can 
represent Sounds’ residents and  
ratepayers - it doesn’t have to only be  
ward councillors.” 
Public submissions open on 8 September 
and close on 22 October. Further 
information will be available at  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/representation-review-2021 
Email elections@marlborough.govt.nz  
or call Ph. 03 520 7400.

Representation arrangements up for consultation

Stay home 
if you’re sick

Be kindWash 
your hands

Visit Covid19.govt.nz

Submission deadline extended for Grovetown Lagoon 
management plan
The public now have more time to comment 
on a new reserve management plan for the 
Grovetown Lagoon.
The deadline for submissions was due 
to be 27 August but given the disruption 
caused by lockdown at Alert Level 4, it has 
been extended to 5.00 pm on Friday 24 
September.
A new reserve management plan for the 
Grovetown Lagoon is seen as a way to 
continue the great mahi to date to protect this 
treasured place. Te Whanau Hou Grovetown 
Lagoon Society Inc. administrator Justine 
Johnson is overseeing the community 
engagement process for the Council.
Grovetown Lagoon, an old meander channel 
of the Wairau River, has become a popular 
area for walking, biking, picnicking, kayaking, 
food gathering and bird watching.  

It includes a mix of Council-owned reserve, 
unformed legal road, Land Information New 
Zealand (LINZ) land and Department of 
Conservation (DOC) reserve. Te Whanau Hou 
Grovetown Lagoon Society Inc. was formally 
established in 2005 to manage its protection 
and restoration.
Feedback from the public about the 
proposal is now invited. The draft reserve 
management plan will then be prepared and 
publically notified. The final plan is expected 
to be completed in late 2022.
Please submit comments to: 
tewhanauhourmp@marlborough.govt.nz or 
via the online form at: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-
consultations

Never has Marlborough faced a roading 
recovery effort to the scale it does at present.
As bad weather continued to hamper the 
region’s road to recovery last weekend, 
the latest data to hand from Marlborough 
Roads shows the scale of the operation  
to date.
As at August 30, 40,000 cubic metres of 
spill material has been removed from sites 
throughout Marlborough. Thirty trucks and 
twenty five excavators are working across 
the district and more than 400 workers 
have been site inducted and are now able 
to work as part of the roading recovery 
effort.
Marlborough Roads Manager Steve Murrin, 
said more than 1,000 issues have been 
identified across the network including 200 
under slips, 350 over slips, 24 structures 
and 125 culverts damaged. “It’s the worst 
damage I have seen in more than 30 years 
of involvement in Marlborough’s road 
network,” he said.
“We have a number of priorities - these 
include full access up the Awatere Valley to 
allow for stock and feed movements, good 
access through Queen Charlotte Drive to at 
least Linkwater and then ultimately single 
lane access to Havelock through Cullens 
Point. Single lane light-vehicle access for 
residents and essential services into the 
Kenepuru is also a high priority,” he said.
Work on all of these priority sites is 
happening simultaneously and recovery 
crews have been able to work during Alert 
Level 4 under an exemption from  
the Government. 
The message remains the same - the 
roading network is still fragile,  

still changing and remains vulnerable. 
Anyone who chooses to ignore the road 
closures in place does so at their own risk 
and liability.
Roading recovery efforts had to pause at the 
weekend while heavy rain passed through 
the region. 
The bad weather forced the closure of the 
Croisilles-French Pass Road by the top of 
Ronga Road (6km from Okiwi Bay) due to a 
large slip. Crews were working to clear this 
by the end of Monday. Top Valley Road was 
also closed on Monday due to rain over the 
weekend. 
More slips also came down on the already 
damaged Kenepuru Road and Queen 
Charlotte Drive at the weekend but none 
were major. There were also small slips on 
Port Underwood Road, encroaching but not 
blocking the road.
For the status of a road, please visit our 
Marlborough Emergency Management 
Official Public Information Map at:  
www.bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl before 
your journey, and stay up to date on the 
latest roading alerts here: www.bit.ly/
RoadingAlertsMarl

A road to recovery like no other

The Awatere Valley Road where work is
continuing as fast as possible to provide full
access for rural families and stock and feed 
movements
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