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Marlborough Mount Everest 
Challenge
Here’s your chance to conquer Everest! 
Travel solo or get together with friends, 
family or work colleagues and enter as 
a team to tackle this seven-week run/
walk challenge up Picton’s Tirohanga 
or Blenheim’s Mt Vernon tracks. Charity 
partner Marlborough Riding for the Disabled 
will receive 20 per cent of entry fees.
Sat 2 Oct to Sat 20 Nov

Marlborough Artisan Craft Market
It’s back for a new season. Pop down to 
Market Place and meet the artisans  
face-to-face as you pick up some of the best 
Marlborough art, crafts, food and produce.
Sat 2 Oct: 9.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Market Place, Blenheim CBD

 

At Alert Level 2 the Council Chambers 
are used for Council and committee 
meetings but seating arrangements have 
to meet physical distancing protocols. This 
means only a limited number of seats will 
be available and wearing a face mask is 

required. A video recording and minutes 
will be available on the Council website 
following the meetings.
Environment Committee
Thursday 7 October at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 14 October at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for further information.

Council
meetings

Road to recovery - Marlborough does the mahi
The mahi is going to continue for some time 
but Marlborough is up for it.
Almost 10 weeks on from the storm that 
caused chaos in the region on 17 July, 
Marlborough District Council is taking stock 
of what was an extreme weather event.
The first Regional Update on Marlborough’s 
Road to Recovery released last week 
summarises the impact on the region. To 
view the update visit: https://bit.ly/3i6IWal 
Mayor John Leggett says Marlborough faces 
a lengthy recovery. 
“The devastation was far greater than the 
storm of 1994, our last weather event of this 
magnitude,” Mayor Leggett said.
“The Marlborough Roads Recovery Team 
(MRRT) has brought in considerable 
expertise to assist with the ongoing effort. 
The team is working closely with the Council 
and Marlborough Roads to focus on getting 
the damaged roads back to a safe condition, 
to allow access for affected residents,”  
he said.
Some communities, in particular the 
Kenepuru Sound, face a long period of 
disrupted access.
“We know that these communities are 
hurting and some are struggling with the 
magnitude of it all. Rest assured, everyone 
is working as hard as they can to get them 
connected again,” Mayor Leggett said.
Anyone who needs support should email: 
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz

The Council has established a new page 
on the recovery section of its website to 
support wellbeing for those affected by the 
July 17 storm. Visit: https://bit.ly/39E8IhQ 
to access a range of resources and tips for 
looking after yourselves and others.
Marlborough Primary Health can also accept 
referrals from organisations and also  
self-referrals for anyone needing assistance 
with health and wellbeing.
Last week the local transition period for 
the state of emergency was extended for 
another month to 20 October.
“We know that the task ahead to return our 
roads to the way they were is monumental. 
The mahi will continue to see this happen, 
as best we can,” Mayor Leggett said.

The journey ahead for Kenepuru Road

Local recovery transition period extended
Mayor John Leggett has extended the local 
transition period from the region’s recent 
state of emergency caused by the 17 July 
storm for a further 28 days. 
The notice of extension of the local recovery 
transition period, under the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Act 2002, came 
into effect at 12.21 pm on Thursday 22 
September and will expire at 12.20 pm on  
20 October.
Mayor Leggett acknowledged everyone 
who has been doing the hard yards, in 
particular the roading crews, as Marlborough 
continues to recover from the impacts of this 
major weather event.
“Our amazing communities, in particular 
those in the Sounds, have helped each 
other through this difficult time. I thank 
them for their understanding and patience 
as the work continues to make our roading 
networks safe,” Mayor Leggett said.

“Everyone is working as hard as they can 
to get them connected again. However, the 
task ahead to return some roads to the way 
they were is monumental,” he said.
The extension covers the following areas:
•  Awatere Valley Road to Molesworth Station 

and any associated side roads
•  Queen Charlotte Drive from Havelock to 

Picton and any associated side roads
•  Full length of Kenepuru Road and any 

associated side roads
•  Northbank Road including Top Valley Road 

and any associated side roads
•  Waihopai Road from the Avon Valley Road 

intersection to the top of the Waihopai 
Valley and any associated side roads

More than 50,000 cubic metres of soil and 
rock has been removed from slips so far. 
Over 100,000 cubic metres of spill material 
is expected to be removed by the end of the 
clean-up.

Sounds’ residents affected by the damage 
to Kenepuru Road have now heard details of 
the recovery roadworks plan for their area, 
including further support that is available.
Marlborough is facing a lengthy ‘Road to 
Recovery’ after the storm on July 17 caused 
widespread flooding and landslides and a 
local state of emergency. 
The Council and Marlborough Roads 
Recovery Team hosted a Zoom meeting 
last Friday with affected residents, property 
owners and businesses, which was attended 
by the Mayor, Councillors and key staff.
The Marlborough Roads Recovery Team 
talked through the progress made to date, 
the current status of the road network, 
the challenges ahead, the recovery plan 
and the prioritisation of repair works. The 
programme of works has been divided 
into recovery zones. The ‘Kenepuru Zone’ 
contains 27 high risk areas and 38 complex 
repair sites. To view the programme of 
works for the Marlborough Sounds visit:  
https://bit.lyKenepuruCommMeeting24Sept
There was some good news for residents 
with ‘controlled access (residents only)’ to 
be made available between the Linkwater 
turnoff and Mahau Road, including Moetapu 
Bay Road. “This will be welcome news for 
people in this area, particularly a number of 
families who have children to get to school,” 
said Marlborough Recovery Manager,  
Dean Heiford.

Resident or Essential Passes are now 
required from the checkpoint at the 
Linkwater turnoff for Moetapu Bay Road, 
Mahau Road and the Kenepuru Road (only 
as far as Mahau Road) with all these roads 
classified as ‘controlled access (resident 
only)’ from this date. No access is available 
for Kenepuru Road beyond Mahau Road.
Passes will only be valid when the road is 
open. 
Control measures will be in place to 
ensure only people with passes access the 
Kenepuru Road as far as Mahau Road. 
For further information including criteria go 
to: https://bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl
Marlborough Roads Recovery Team also 
confirmed that contractors will not be 
working Labour weekend and will break 
for three weeks at Christmas. During both 
periods there will be inspections and a 
manned guard house.
“There will still be restrictions but, where 
controlled access for residents is available, 
this will allow them to be able to use the 
road without delays due to construction 
works,” Mr Heiford said. 
“We know that contractors are going to 
be in the area for some time and this is 
going to rely on the support and goodwill 
of the community to allow the repair 
works to get done, but it won’t be without 
inconveniences.” 

The programme of works for the Kenepuru Road has now been released - pictured is a section of the 
road near Broughton Bay

Transport and accommodation support 
Recovery Manager Marianne Aitken said 
now that the programme of works had been 
released, there can be a renewed focus on 
transport needs. “We understand some of 
the major causes of frustration are around 
increased costs for people to travel when 
the road is closed,” she said.
The Council is working with water-based 
passenger transport operators for services 
around Kenepuru Sound and through to 
Havelock and Picton, as well as supporting 
services to Blenheim and Nelson. “We are 
meeting with providers this week to work 
out how best we can meet people’s needs. 
Once we have confirmed arrangements 
with transport providers we will circulate the 
information.”
The travel won’t be free but it will be 
subsidised. Marlborough’s i-SITEs will be 
the coordination point for bookings and 
payment and will offer a seven day a week 
service to assist. 
The Council has also increased the current 
subsidy for barge services to $100+GST 
each way to reduce costs. This runs every 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. People 
should contact Johnson’s Barges in 

Havelock for more information.
“As we get closer to the busy summer 
season, Port Marlborough has also 
committed to helping Sounds’ residents with 
free parking and discounted berthing.All 
details will be on our websites shortly,” said 
Mrs Aitken. 
For more information go to: https://bit.ly/
PortMarlboroughSupportInfo
Another frustration is the additional time 
involved and accommodation costs for 
people affected by the repair works, 
sometimes having to stay overnight before 
they can return home. 
The Council has now secured temporary 
accommodation support through the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment (MBIE).  
“This is for overnight stays to help people 
who cannot connect with transport services 
to get home, and for people who need to 
stay longer, for example, until resident road 
access is restored,” Mrs Aitken said. 
Affected residents need to register their 
details at: www.tas.mbie.govt.nz using the 
‘West Coast Flooding’ button (the same 
storm event) or they can call 0508 754 163.

Marlborough Community Awards - final call for nominations
Today’s your final chance to nominate a 
deserving group for the 2021 Community 
Awards, before nominations close tomorrow 
- Friday 1 October.
The Awards are a partnership between 
Volunteer Marlborough and the Council 
and recognise volunteer groups that make 
a valuable contribution in the community, 
including collaborating or partnering with 
other groups for the same benefit.
Any not-for-profit group or organisation 
working in the interests of the community 
may be nominated or can self-nominate. 
The Awards recognise past and current 
achievements, acknowledging the role of 
volunteers in the governance and delivery  
of services.
The Award categories are: Arts, Culture 
& Heritage; Environment & Conservation; 

Sport & Recreation; Child/Youth 
Development; and Community Social 
Services. 
Nominations must be completed online at: 
https://bit.ly/MarlCommunityAwards
For further information please email 
Community Partnerships Advisor, Jodie 
Griffiths at: 
jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Waste Disposal Levy will focus on four Rs
The four Rs - reduction, reuse, recovery and recycling - will be the focus of spending for the 
Council’s Waste Disposal Levy in 2021/22.
The Council’s Assets and Services Committee recently approved the spending allocation 
put forward by Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil which outlined a series of waste  
disposal initiatives. 
The Waste Disposal Levy is set by the Government and is applied to all waste entering the 
Bluegums Landfill. 
In 2021/22 $330,000 is expected to be returned to the Council. “This must be spent on 
initiatives to promote or achieve waste minimisation which are in accordance with our 
current Waste Management and Minimisation Plan 2021-27,” said Mr McNeil.
“The intent of the levy is ultimately to reduce the amount of waste going to landfill and the 
income generated has to be targeted for this. We will split ours into 20 per cent for reduction 
projects, 15 per cent on reuse projects, half on recovery projects, and recycling projects will 
get 15 per cent,” he said.
This will include the following:
Reduction - recruitment of a waste reduction facilitator to work across the business and 
community sector. This role will be specifically targeted at illegal dumping and littering 
reduction at source.
Reuse - providing support to the Repurposing of the Unwanted Household Goods project.
Recovery - continued support for the Resource Recovery Centre. The funding allocation of 
$165,000 will be used to pay down capex investment associated with the Centre.
Recycling - development of tender documents for the contract renewal of the kerbside 
collection and other recycling collection systems, including information around alternative 
collection methods, across the district. 
The Waste Disposal Levy increased from $10 to $20 per tonne in July 2021. Further 
increases have been signalled from Government which are anticipated to result in the levy 
increasing to $60 per tonne by 2024.
The programme of waste disposal initiatives set down is subject to approval by the  
full Council.

MySpace Youth Centre now taking batteries and more
There is a new place in town to drop off old 
batteries, aluminium wine bottle caps, cans 
and bread tags, thanks to the MySpace 
Youth Centre.
Battery recycling is part of an existing 
Council initiative and the Youth Trust site 
has been approved for battery collection. 
Batteries are one of a number of items the 
centre is collecting for recycling. Aluminium 
wine bottle caps and can tabs, once  
collected, are passed on to the Blenheim or 
Picton Lions Club. The Lions Clubs have a 
national initiative to take the aluminium for 
recycling and use the money to donate to 
Kidney Kids NZ, a non-profit organisation.
The bread tags are passed on to the 
‘Bread Tags for Wheelchairs’ programme. 
These are sent to a plastic recycler in New 
Zealand with the money from the recycling 
used to buy wheelchairs for people in 
South Africa. 
MySpace is at 18 Kinross Street, Blenheim 
and is open Monday to Friday from  
10.00 am to 5.30 pm.
The Picton Environment Centre at 14  
Auckland Street also takes batteries and 
you can drop these off Monday to Friday 
from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm. The centre takes 
other items as well. 
Small batteries can be dropped off at a 

number of places around Marlborough. For 
more details visit: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/services/refuse/hazardous-waste/dry-
cell-and-small-batteries

Lakshay Negi, a youth volunteer who is 
coordinating recycling for the MySpace Youth 
Centre

Believe It or Not Kids Quiz
There’s fun for the whole family to be found 
at Clubs of Marlborough with a free kids’ 
quiz afternoon with lots of prizes to be won. 
Limited to eight members per team; children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Book 
your place today.
Wed 6 Oct: 1.00 pm 
Clubs of Marlborough, Blenheim

Stay in the loop - subscribe to Council’s e-newsletter
Direct to your inbox every Friday, Council’s 
e-newsletter ‘Marlborough Matters’ covers 
the latest news and information on Council 
services and projects. Stay in the know and 
sign up today. Visit: www.marlborough.
govt.nz/your-council/council-enewsletter to 
subscribe.

Proposed temporary road closure - 13 November 2021
On Saturday 13 November Taylor Pass 
Road, from 11.65 km to 21.00 km is  
proposed to be closed to ordinary vehicle 
traffic between 7.30 am and 5.00 pm for the 
Marlborough Car Club rally sprint.
During the period of proposed closure,  
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road  
being closed between events under the  
supervision and authority of an Officer 
of the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety 
Branch).
It will be an offence under the above  
regulations for any person other than under 
the authority of an authorised permit to use 

the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during 
the period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the 
Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object should lodge 
their objection and grounds thereof in 
writing before Thursday 28 October at the 
Marlborough Roads office, The Forum, 
Market Street, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey;  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Proposed temporary road closure - 11 November 2021
On Thursday 11 November Seymour Street, from High Street to Alfred Street is proposed 
to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic from 10.30 am to 12.15 pm for the Armistice Day 
Commemoration Service.
Parking will be prohibited and cars will be removed from 8.00 am to 1.30 pm in Seymour 
Street from High Street to Alfred Street.
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the regulations for any person other than under the authority of an 
authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object can lodge their objection and grounds thereof in writing before 
Thursday 28 October at the Marlborough Roads office, The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim,  
PO Box 1031, Blenheim 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Control of aquatic weeds in watercourses
Council’s drain spraying programme to  
control weeds in open drains begins on 
Monday 11 October in Council-maintained 
drains and watercourses on the Lower 
Wairau, east of Jacksons Road and  
Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or  
watercourses in the area for irrigation, stock 

or harvesting watercress, please check in 
with Council’s contractor, Downer,  
Ph: 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance with 
the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2 
(section 2.12.11).
Any enquiries to Steve Bezar on  
Ph: 03 520 7400.
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