
The Marlborough Sounds was hit by  
a severe storm on 17 July 2021 and  
many roads were damaged.
The region is still dealing with disruption to its roading 
network due to slips, washouts and other road hazards 
resulting from the flooding. Repairs are ongoing but  
full access in some areas is not expected to be  
restored until 2023.
While many Marlborough tourism operators are open 
for business, we recommend you check about road 
access, transport options and any restrictions on 
the area you are planning to visit. Some key roads, 
including the Awatere Valley Road and some parts  
of Kenepuru Road, are Controlled Access, which  
means there are restrictions on who can access  
them and when.
Access to Controlled Access areas requires both the 
vehicle and driver to hold a valid Resident's or Essential 
Services' Pass. Tourists, visitors, and guests are not 
eligible for these passes, so transport within the 
Controlled Access areas needs to be negotiated  
with your host. 
Go to the Civil Defence Emergency Management 
(CDEM) map showing which roads are affected:  
bit.ly/CDEM-Map
An updated Programme of Access and Works is 
available: bit.ly/ProgrammeAccessWorks
Find out about road access defintions (scroll below  
the Programme of Access and Works section): 
bit.ly/RoadAccessDefinition

Key things to note:
Marlborough Sounds
Queen Charlotte Drive is open to the public but  
there are nine sets of traffic lights along its length  
so please allow extra time and drive with care.  
There may be ongoing disruption and longer  
delays as the roading recovery repair work ramps  
up in 2022, so you'll need to check Marlborough District 
Council's Roading Alerts page on their website before 
you leave: bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
Kenepuru Road was one of the hardest hit by the 
storm. Due to numerous slips, washouts and other 
damage it is Controlled Access only from 2071  
Kenepuru Road (RP 20.39).

Awatere Valley
The Awatere Valley Road is currently closed to the 
public due to a slip at Limestone Bridge. There is 
currently no Public Access to or from Acheron Road/
Molesworth Station through the Awatere Valley. 
The Acheron Road through Molesworth can only be 
reached from the southern end, via Hanmer Springs 
and all vehicles must turn around at Cob Cottage. 
You can check for access updates on the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management (CDEM) map, which shows  
the affected roads: bit.ly/CDEM-Map

2021-22 

Marlborough  
summer visitors
Important roading information
If you’re thinking of visiting the Marlborough region over the summer,  
please check out the information below for some key things you need  
to know about road access before you go.
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http://bit.ly/CDEM-Map 
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/marlborough-roads-recovery/programme-of-works-and-road-access/
http://bit.ly/RoadAccessDefinition 
http://bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl 
http://bit.ly/CDEM-Map


Q: I have booked a holiday house in the Marlborough 
Sounds or Awatere Valley. Can I drive my car there?

A: First check the CDEM map to see where the property 
is in relation to the Controlled Access areas. If your 
holiday house is within a Controlled Access area, or you 
need to travel through a Controlled Access area to get 
there, you will need to make arrangements with your 
accommodation provider to collect you from a public 
access point and take you to your destination, and then 
deliver you back at the end of the holiday.

Q: Can I get a Residents' Pass to drive my vehicle in the 
Controlled Access area while I’m staying in a house in  
the area?

A: No. Passes are limited to residents and essential 
services. You can find out more about passes and road 
access definitions here: bit.ly/RoadAccessDefinition
Residents' passes are not transferable between drivers 
or vehicles. Please be aware that photo ID is required for 
pass holders.

Q: Can my accommodation provider leave a vehicle  
and pass for me at a public access point?

A: No. Passes are not transferable between drivers or 
vehicles, and non-residents are not permitted to drive 
within the Controlled Access area. Please be aware that 
enforcement will be taken and photo ID is required for 
pass holders.

Q: Am I allowed to drive in the Controlled Access area, 
even if my host offers me a car?

A: No, these restrictions are in place to keep vehicle 
traffic to a minimum on the damaged roads. This 
is to allow our crews to work safely, with minimum 
disturbance, and to prioritise resident and essential 
services traffic in these areas.

Q: What’s in place to stop me going into a Controlled 
Access area?

A: There are manned guard houses at key entry and exit 
points. Staff will need to see a valid pass and ID for you 
to go through the access point. 

Q: Can I ride a bike or walk in a Controlled Access area?

A: No, the same controls and conditions apply whether 
you are walking, biking or driving.

Q: How do I get regular updates before or during my 
visit?
A:  •    Receive notifications on your phone by signing up 

for the Antenno app: bit.ly/AntennoInfo
 •   Check the Marlborough CDEM map:  

bit.ly/CDEM-Map
 •   Check the Council's roading alerts:  

bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
 •   Read our Road Access Definitions and FAQs: 

bit.ly/RoadAccessDefinition
 •   Subscribe to our regular project update email: 

bit.ly/ProjectUpdateEmail
 •   For the latest Marlborough Roads Access 

Programme, go to our Programme of Access: 
bit.ly/ProgrammeAccessWorks
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If you have any road related queries that aren’t covered above, please email us at: recovery@marlboroughroads.com 

General questions:

http://bit.ly/RoadAccessDefinition 
http://bit.ly/AntennoInfo
http://bit.ly/CDEM-Map 
http://bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl 
http://bit.ly/RoadAccessDefinition 
http://bit.ly/ProjectUpdateEmail 
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/marlborough-roads-recovery/programme-of-works-and-road-access/
mailto:recovery%40marlboroughroads.com%20%20?subject=


Q: Are there alternative transport options to access 
holiday homes in the Marlborough Sounds if I can't drive?

A: Yes. There are water taxi and transport options 
available from Havelock and Picton, and air transport 
from Picton and Wellington. Go to: www.marlboroughnz.
com/kenepuruwatertaxi/ or visit the Picton, Blenheim 
or Havelock i-SITEs, open seven days a week, for more 
information and bookings.
Marlborough Tour Company is providing a road shuttle 
from Linkwater through to Sandy Bay for the public 
who are not permitted to drive in the Controlled Access 
area of Kenepuru Road. The new service will start on 
Wednesday 22 December 2021 and runs until the end  
of January 2022. 

The service will run on Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
departing from the Queen Charlotte Tavern at Linkwater 
at 1.00 pm. 
Bookings are essential. 
To book, call Marlborough Tour Company on (03) 577 
9997, seven days a week (excluding Christmas Day), 
between 9.00 am – 5.00 pm, or email:  
res@marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz
Q: Is there safe parking for my vehicle at the public 
access points?

A: From Tuesday 21 December, there will be two parking 
locations available for visitors to the Sounds who are not 
permitted to drive into Controlled Access areas. The new 
parking spaces will be at the Queen Charlotte Tavern, 
Linkwater, and at the back of Smiths Farm Holiday Park, 
1419 Queen Charlotte Drive. 
There will be 80 off-road car parks available at the 
Queen Charlotte Tavern. Parking is $5 a day (to cover 
insurance). This parking space will be available 24/7  
until 31 January 2022. Payment details will be displayed 
on signage at the location.
Parking at Smiths Farm Holiday Park has approximately 
60 off-road, secure car parks, and can open up more if 
needed throughout the summer. People can check their 
cars in and out between 8.00 am and 8.00 pm, or by 
appointment outside of this time, depending on the  
ferry timetable. A koha for parking is welcome and  
will be donated to the Marlborough Cancer Society.  
Contact details are on their website: smithsfarm.co.nz

Q: My destination is in the Outer Sounds – beyond Sandy 
Bay. Can I drive through the Controlled Access area to 
get there?

A: No. You’ll need to either make arrangements to be 
collected by your accommodation provider from a public 
access point, use the Marlborough Tour Company shuttle 
or water taxi, or travel by barge or water taxi to Fish Bay.

Q: Can I take my car into the Outer Sounds via the barge 
to Fish Bay?

A: Yes. If you barge your vehicle into Fish Bay the road 
is Public Access. You can’t, however, drive into the 
Controlled Access area that starts at Sandy Bay on 
Kenepuru Road unless you hold a Residents' or Essential                                      
Services' Pass.                                                                  

Q: What happens if there is an accident or emergency 
while I am on holiday – can emergency services get 
through?
A: Yes. Emergency Services have access to all areas of 
the Sounds. 

Awatere Valley questions:
Q: Can I ride my bike or drive through the Awatere Valley 
to or from Molesworth Station?

A: The Awatere Valley Road is currently closed to 
the public due to a slip at Limestone Bridge. There is 
currently no Public Access to or from Acheron Road/
Molesworth Station through the Awatere Valley for 
vehicles or bicycles. 
The Acheron Road through Molesworth can only be 
reached from the southern end, via Hanmer Springs 
and all vehicles and bicycles must turn around at Cob 
Cottage. You can check for access updates on the  
Civil Defence Emergency Management map:  
bit.ly/CDEM-Map 

3

2021-22 Marlborough summer visitors
Important roading information

VERSION 1 
 23 DECEMBER 2021

Marlborough Sounds questions:

This information was correct at the time of print  
(23 December 2021)
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