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North Marlborough 
The North Marlborough area includes roads, reserves, towns, townships and settlements within the catchment largely to 
the north of the Wairau River and Wairau Diversion.  The following areas, roads and sites have been assessed: 

13. Brown River Picnic Area 

14. Alfred Stream Reserve 

15. Rai Valley Area 

16. Opouri Road adjacent to Carluke Domain 

17. Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley Area 

18. Kaituna Valley and Northbank Valleys Area 

19. Koromiko, Para and Tua Marina Area 

20. Koromiko Recreation (Collins Memorial Reserve) and Freeths Road Area 

21. Rarangi Blue Gum/Millennium Rock Road Reserve 

22. Wairau Diversion 
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13. Brown River Picnic Area 
The Brown River Picnic Area sits adjacent to the Rai River and is located close to the French Pass Road turn-off from 
State Highway 6, just north of the Rai Valley Township.  The site is a mix of Land Information New Zealand rivers land 
and road reserve but is not a Reserves Act reserve. 

 

Assessment 

Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values No specific values have been identified at the site although a significant wetland is 
located on the opposite side of the Rai River from the site. 

Cultural and historical values No specific cultural and historical values have been identified although there is a 
statutory acknowledgement over the Rai River being a tributary of Te 
Hoiere/Pelorus River. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There is a small chance of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting 
fresh water quality.  The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh water to the 
site would be difficult without potentially affecting the availability of water for local 
residents or communities or affecting instream ecological values. 

Landscape and amenity values There will be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight at the site, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.  There is some limited concern with 
the visual impacts of freedom campers from the state highway and litter from 
campers. 

Recreation assets There are recreation assets in place that were originally used by locals and 
passing traffic prior to this picnic area being used for freedom camping.  However, 
increased and ongoing use by campers has had an impact on the site, particularly 
as there has been no time for the site to recover. 

There is an existing toilet facility at the site, which was well used by freedom 
campers previously. 
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Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards There is a very significant flood and erosion risk from the adjacent Rai River.  This 
area is identified with a Level 21 Flood Hazard overlay in the MEP and the picnic 
area can be inundated relatively quickly.  Recent floods during July 2021 caused 
extensive damage to the site (including loss of land through erosion), which has 
not yet been completely reinstated. 

Built environment hazards Some limited concern has been identified with access to the site when vehicles 
are parked on either side of Ronga Road but otherwise no specific risk has been 
identified.  Locals have noted that alterations to the layout of the area to restrict 
numbers of freedom campers have made the area less friendly for vehicles. 

Human hazards Overcrowding of freedom campers has occurred at this area over previous 
summers, with many, and sometimes large, vehicles filling up the site in close 
proximity to one another.  Changes to the layout of the site were undertaken to 
reduce the number of vehicles as well as protecting the assets of the site. 

There is a public toilet at this location which is intended for day use, including by 
the travelling public.  There is some risk that inappropriate use by people camping 
overnight may create a hygiene risk for other users.  However, if freedom 
camping is required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. 

Protect access  

Restrict access The Brown River Area is a popular site for day use by the local community and 
passing traffic.  Concern has been expressed by locals at having lost the use of 
the site for recreation by families for picnics and barbecues, for swimming and 
occasional use for school activities.  This was particularly so if campers stayed 
two nights and did not leave the site during the day. 

Discourage access Despite physical access still being possible, the site was significantly less 
appealing for community use when freedom camping occurred at Brown River. 

 

Summary 
Prior to the 2020 Bylaw being adopted, freedom camping at Brown River was provided for under the 2012 Bylaw.  
Campers were able to stay in a CSC or NCSC vehicle or a tent for a maximum of two nights in a four week period.  
There was no limit on the number of vehicles able to stay at this location.  However, the Council was made aware of the 
impact that camping had had on this area through submissions and hearings on the 2020 Bylaw when notified and 
through a petition received through the Rai Valley Branch - Rural Women.  Concerns included the loss of a popular day 
use area for the local community and passing travellers, traffic concerns and flooding risks. 

The flood risk at the site and the speed with which flooding can occur means managing overnighting campers can be 
difficult.  The costs and practicality of implementing flood protection works or a more formalised flood warning system for 
this site are not warranted, given the size of the site and its remote location.  The assessment has identified the flood risk 
as resulting in very significant health and safety concerns for people who may visit the area for the purposes of freedom 
camping.  It is noted that the site is still appropriate for day use by the community and visitors. 

                                                           
1 The categories of flood risk identified in the MEP are as follows: 
Level 1: Land that suffers flooding of shallow, low velocity water in a flood event with an annual recurrence interval of 1 in 
50 years. 
Level 2: Land that suffers flooding but the depth/velocity of the flooding is not well understood, or cannot easily be 
expressed relative to natural ground level, in a flood event with an annual recurrence interval of 1 in 50 years, or land 
within 8 metres of any lake, river or wetland; 
Level 3: Land that suffers flooding of deep, fast flowing water in a flood event with an annual recurrence interval of 1 in 
50 years, or land in the bed of any lake or river or in any wetland. 
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Given the concerns with the flooding risk and the loss of the area for community use it is considered that freedom 
camping would significantly conflict with health and safety and access matters. 

This current assessment therefore has determined the scoring for each of the FCA criteria as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

13. Brown River 2 5 4 11 

 

The Brown River picnic area as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom camping in accordance with 
section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area, and 
• to protect access to the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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14. Alfred Stream Reserve 
Description 
Alfred Stream Reserve is a small rural reserve of some 3900m2 located near the south western entrance to the Rai 
Valley Township.  It is a Local Purpose (Picnic Area) Reserve described as Lot 1 DP 366864. 

 

Assessment 

Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values No specific natural values have been identified. 

Cultural and historical values No specific cultural and historical values have been identified although there is a 
statutory acknowledgement over Alfred Stream being a tributary of Te 
Hoiere/Pelorus River. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There is a small chance of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting 
stream or coastal water quality.  The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh 
water to the site would be difficult without potentially affecting the availability of 
water for local residents or communities or affecting instream ecological values. 

Landscape and amenity values There will be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight at the site, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.  There is some limited concern with 
the visual impacts of freedom campers from the state highway and litter from 
campers. 

Recreation assets There are recreation assets in place that were originally used by locals and 
passing traffic prior to this picnic area being used for freedom camping.  However, 
increased and ongoing use by campers has had an impact on the site, particularly 
as there has been no time for the site to recover. 

There is an existing toilet facility at the site, which was well used by freedom 



17 November 2021 

Appendix 2-8 

campers previously. 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards There is a flood risk from the adjacent stream although this is not as significant as 
the Brown River Picnic Area, which has a much larger catchment.  This area is 
however, identified with a Level 2 Flood Hazard risk in the MEP. 

Built environment hazards There has been some concern with direct access from the Reserve onto and from 
State Highway 6, although this is a 60kmph area.   

Locals have noted that alterations to the layout of the area to restrict numbers of 
freedom campers have made the area less friendly for vehicles. 

Human hazards Overcrowding of freedom campers has occurred at this area over previous 
summers, with many, and sometimes large, vehicles filling up the site in close 
proximity to one another.  Changes to the layout of the site were undertaken to 
reduce the number of vehicles as well as protecting the assets of the Reserve. 

There is a public toilet at this location which is intended for day use, including by 
the travelling public.  There is some risk that inappropriate use by people camping 
overnight may create a hygiene risk for other users.  However, if freedom 
camping is required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. 

Protect access  

Restrict access The Alfred Stream Reserve is a popular site for day use by the local community.  
With significant numbers of campers having used the area previously, locals did 
identify there was limited opportunity for their use of the area for picnics, 
barbecues, swimming and occasional use for school activities, particularly if 
campers stayed two nights and did not leave the site during the day. 

Discourage access Despite physical access still being possible, the site was significantly less 
appealing for community use when freedom camping occurred at Alfred Stream 
Reserve. 

 

Summary 
Prior to the 2020 Bylaw being adopted, freedom camping at Alfred Stream Reserve was provided for under the 2012 
Bylaw).  Campers were able to stay in a CSC or NCSC vehicle or a tent for a maximum of two nights in a four week 
period.  There was no limit on the number of vehicles able to stay at this location.  However, the Council was made 
aware of the impact camping had had on the Reserve through submissions and hearings on the 2020 Bylaw when 
notified and through a petition received through the Rai Valley Branch - Rural Women.  Concerns included the loss of a 
popular day use area for the local community and passing travellers, traffic concerns and flooding risks. 

The flood risk at the site and the speed with which flooding can occur means managing overnighting campers can be 
difficult.  The costs and practicality of implementing flood protection works or a more formalised flood warning system for 
this site were considered not warranted, given the size of the Reserve and its remote location.  The assessment has 
identified the flood risk as resulting in very significant health and safety concerns for people who may visit the area for 
the purposes of freedom camping.  It is noted that the Reserve is still appropriate for day use by the community and 
visitors. 

Given the concerns with the flooding risk and the loss of the Reserve for community use it is considered that freedom 
camping would significantly conflict with health and safety and access matters. 

This current assessment therefore has determined the scoring for each of the FCA criteria as follows: 
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No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

14. Alfred Stream Reserve 2 5 4 11 

 

The Alfred Stream Reserve as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom camping in accordance with 
section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area, and 
• to protect access to the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA).  
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15. Rai Valley Area 
The Rai Valley Area includes Rai Valley Township, (including Bryants Road and Robertson Mill Place), Ronga Road, 
Opouri Road, Tunakino Valley Road, Staghorn Road, Kaiuma Road, Tennyson Inlet Road, Tunapai Road, Carluke Road, 
Rimu Gulley Road, Bulford Road, Hills Road and Hebberds Road.  The Rai Valley Area also includes Lot 20 DP 403493 
Rai Stream Recreation Reserve. 

Note that the Alfred Stream Reserve, Brown River Picnic Area and Opouri Road adjacent to Carluke Domain areas that 
are located within the Rai Valley Area, are each covered under a separate assessment. 

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values There are a number of identified natural values within the Rai Valley Area, 
particularly significant wetlands that are close to roads. 

Cultural and historical values No specific cultural and historical values have been identified although there is a 
statutory acknowledgement over all streams/rivers in this Area being tributaries of 
Te Hoiere/Pelorus River. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There is a small chance of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting 
fresh water quality.  The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh water in the 
Area would be difficult without potentially affecting the availability of water for local 
residents or communities or affecting instream ecological values. 

Landscape and amenity values There is likely to be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a 
presence of campervans staying overnight in this Area, particularly if numbers are 
high, are ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles. 

Recreation assets There is a reserve with a playground in the Rai Valley Township although there is 
no carpark directly associated with playground.  Other than this there is no 
capacity for freedom camping other than on road and no recreation assets are 
considered to be at risk. 
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Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards There is an identified flood risk over a number of the roads within this Area, 
particularly from the Rai River, Tunakino River and Opouri River, which all have 
large catchments.  The flood risk is identified as a Level 2 risk in the MEP. 

Built environment hazards The roads are typical rural roads, being generally narrow with no formed parking 
areas and in most cases no sealed pull off areas for vehicles to safely park 
overnight.  Some of these roads lead into the French Pass Roads Area, while 
others are no exit roads. 

Human hazards Currently there are no public facilities along these roads nor is there provision for 
the disposal of effluent.  There is some risk of inappropriate effluent and waste 
disposal.  However, if freedom camping is required to be CSC these risks should 
be minimised. 

Of note is that the Council has received funding from central Government’s 
Tourism Infrastructure Fund to locate an effluent disposal facility near Carluke 
Domain – see the Opouri Road – adjacent to Carluke Domain assessment for 
information on this. 

Protect access  

Restrict access As there are few places to park completely off the road, at times parking may 
involve blocking an entranceway or driveway.  For the Rai Valley Recreation 
Reserve in Rai Valley Township, there is no formed parking available on the 
adjacent Bryants Road, which is also a narrow roadway. 

Discourage access Freedom camping on Bryants Road may discourage use of the Rai Valley 
Recreation Reserve by the local community.  Given there are few other 
recognised recreational areas, there is no concern with access being otherwise 
discouraged in the remainder of the Area. 

 

Summary 
The nature of roads in the Rai Valley Area is a significant impediment to being appropriate for freedom camping.  Like 
many formed rural roads, those in the Rai Valley Area are narrow, have little or no pull off areas and rarely contain areas 
that have been formed for parking.  In many cases fencing from adjacent farmland is sited within one to two metres of 
formed road leaving no safe place for parking. 

A number of roads in this Area have also been identified with a flood hazard risk in the MEP.  The flood hazard does not 
extend over all roads in this Area, however there are sufficient areas with a flood risk to suggest that it would be difficult 
to ensure the safety of freedom campers in a flood situation who may be distributed over a number of roads. 

The Rai Valley Recreation Reserve in the Rai Valley Township is a neighbourhood reserve with a children’s playground, 
serving local residents.  The reserve itself has no parking on it and the adjacent road is not suitable for parking given its 
narrow formed width. 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows:  

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

15. Rai Valley 3 4 2 9 
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The Rai Valley Area as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom camping in accordance with section 
11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area; and 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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16. Opouri Road – adjacent to Carluke Domain 
Description 
Opouri Road is located to the northeast of the Rai Valley Township, off Ronga Road.  An area of Opouri Road adjacent 
to the Carluke Domain has been assessed for its appropriateness for freedom camping.  The assessment does not cover 
the Domain itself as this is leased and is not presently available to be included under a Council bylaw for freedom 
camping. 

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values There are no specific natural values identified in close proximity to the site. 

Cultural and historical values There is a building approximately 200 metres away that is identified in the MEP as 
a Category A Heritage Resource.  This is a Pioneer Cottage that is dedicated to 
the early settlers of the Rai Valley area.  It is unlikely the values of the heritage 
building would be reduced by freedom camping at the assessed site. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There are no waterways immediately adjacent to this site so there is no concern 
with inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting water quality.  There is 
very limited water availability at this site and there would be some concern at the 
potential for campers using these water resources, which are consented for the 
local community hall and toilets. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight at this site, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.  There are several dwellings in 
reasonably close proximity to this site. 

Recreation assets The adjacent Carluke Domain is a recreation reserve and is leased to a 
community association.  A hall located on the Domain adjacent to the road serves 
as a meeting place for the surrounding community.  There may be some concerns 
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with freedom camping at this location having an impact on assets on the Domain. 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards A Level 2 Flood Hazard risk over the southwestern corner of the Domain has 
been identified in the MEP.  It is not considered this is a significant concern for 
freedom camping on the assessed area of roadside as this sits higher than the 
area of identified with risk. 

Built environment hazards The formed road is narrow at this location and currently there is no formed or 
sealed area for parking vehicles except immediately in front of the community hall.  
The hall frontage is not suitable for freedom camping as access for locals using 
the hall may be restricted. 

Human hazards Presently there are no public facilities at this site or facilities for the disposal of 
effluent, so there is some risk of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal.  
However, if freedom camping is required to be CSC these risks should be 
minimised. 

The Council has recently received funding from central Government’s Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund for the establishment and maintenance of an effluent disposal 
facility so this would further alleviate concerns regarding this issue. 

Protect access  

Restrict access Freedom camping is likely to restrict access to the Domain as this area of road 
will be used by for parking by users of the Domain.  This would be particularly so 
when organised events are occurring.  This could be managed by temporarily 
closing the area for camping when events are held. 

Discourage access Freedom camping on Opouri Road may discourage use of Carluke Domain by 
some in the local community. 

 

Summary 
As outlined in the report to the assessments any reserve the Council owns or administers and for which there is a lease 
or licence in place, means the reserve is unavailable for freedom camping, unless the lease is amended with agreement.  
Carluke Domain falls into this category as it is leased to the Carluke Domain Association Incorporated.  The Domain is 
used for recreation, sporting activities and agricultural shows and has a community hall as a meeting place. 

However, it may be appropriate for freedom camping to occur adjacent to the Domain on legal road albeit with some 
restrictions in place to address some of the concerns highlighted above.  These include: 

• restricting the camping area to vehicles on the south side of Opouri Road adjacent to the grassed area of the 
Domain; 

• restricting the number of vehicles able to be parked between the east side of the hall and the east boundary of 
the property (may be 8 or 10 vehicles); 

• the freedom camping area would be closed for camping when significant events are carried out on the Domain; 
and 

• no water from the community hall supply is to be used for topping of water tanks in campervans. 

Initial consultation with some representatives of the local community association highlighted a preference for campers to 
be located on the Domain rather than roadside.  No specific site was agreed upon and further consultation including with 
the wider community, will be required to identify a site. 

There are several other matters that would need to be addressed before freedom camping could be established here and 
these include the following: 
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• confirmation from Marlborough Roads that a safe area of the formed road can be established for camping if a 
roadside location is pursued; 

• review of the current lease if camping on the Domain is pursued; 
• funding to be sourced to form a parking area; and 
• potentially a resource consent to enable freedom camping. 

If these matters can be satisfied then the scoring for each of the FCA criteria would be as follows:  

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

16. Opouri Road adjacent to 
Carluke Domain 

2 3 2 7 

 

An area of Opouri Road adjacent to Carluke Domain may be considered acceptable for freedom camping with 
restrictions in accordance with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA to: 

• to protect the area, 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area, and 
• to protect access to the area. 

Providing for a site at this location is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived 
problem in relation to freedom camping in this area.  Dependent on the outcome of further consultation an assessment of 
Carluke Domain will be necessary. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 

 

  



17 November 2021 

Appendix 2-16 

17. Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley Area 
Description 
Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley Area includes Maungatapu Road, Tinline Road, Mount Richmond Road, Reserve Road, Te 
Hora Pa Road, Tapps Road, Wakamarina Road, Healys Road, Greig Lane, Rush Lane, Taylors Road, Daltons Road, 
Kaiuma Bay Road, Te Hoiere Road, Kuia Drive, Orapito Road, Tai Close and Toki Place.  The Area includes both the 
formed road and legal road. 

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values Te Hoiere/Pelorus, Tinline and Wakamarina Rivers have significant riparian 
natural character areas along their length.  Roads run alongside these rivers.  
There are also significant wetlands located along Te Hoiere/Pelorus River, 
particularly adjacent to the Kaiuma Bay Road. The mouth of Te Hoiere/Pelorus 
River has significant marine ecological values adjacent to the Kaiuma Bay Road 
as does the head of Kaiuma Bay. 

There is some concern that freedom camping may affect these values. 

Cultural and historical values Te Hoiere/Pelorus River is a very significant area for iwi, who have a long and rich 
association with the river and carry active kaitiaki responsibilities.  There is a 
statutory acknowledgement over the river and there is a marae and urupa at 
Canvastown.  There is some concern that freedom camping may affect these 
values. 

No identified historic values are evident in the Area. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There is a small chance of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting 
stream or coastal water quality.  The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh 
water in the area would be difficult without potentially affecting the availability of 
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water for local residents or communities or affecting instream ecological values. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight at this site, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.   

Recreation assets Te Hoiere/Pelorus River is a popular river for recreational activities along its 
length including for kayaking, swimming and fishing.  The Wakamarina River is 
also popular for recreational activities.  Recreational assets of significance are a 
launching ramp in Kaiuma Bay and a public toilet at Canvastown. 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards The length of Te Hoiere/Pelorus River from upstream of the Rai River confluence 
downstream to the river mouth is identified as a Level 2 flood hazard in the MEP.  
An area of the Wakamarina River upstream from Canvastown also has the same 
level of flood risk.  This does create a potential risk for freedom campers. 

Built environment hazards Many of the roads in this area are narrow, winding and unsealed.  In a number of 
locations the roads are used for forestry purpose and there are few safe areas for 
parking completely off the road.  There is some level of risk with overnight 
camping on these roads. 

Human hazards There are few public facilities along these roads, so there is some risk of 
inappropriate effluent and waste disposal.  However, if freedom camping is 
required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. (There are Department of 
Conservation toilets located at Pelorus Bridge and a public toilet at Canvastown.)     

Protect access  

Restrict access There are few places to park safely along most of these roads, so at times parking 
may occur partly on the roadway creating access difficulties for other vehicles. 

Use of a limited area of land for freedom camping in Kaiuma Bay adjacent to the 
launching ramp may restrict other day use of this site. 

Discourage access There is a lot of recreational activity that occurs in a number of locations in this 
Area.  The presence of freedom camping may discourage day users from 
accessing these locations. 

 

Summary 
The nature of roads in Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley Area is a significant impediment to being appropriate for freedom 
camping.  Like many formed rural roads, those in this Area are often unsealed, narrow, winding and have little or no pull 
off areas and rarely areas that have been formed for parking.  There is also forestry use of some roads in this Area. 

There is an extensive flood risk over much of this Area, particularly downstream of Pelorus Bridge.  While the flood 
hazard does not extend over all roads in this Area, there are sufficient locations to suggest that it would be difficult to 
ensure the safety of freedom campers in a flood situation, who may be distributed over a number of roads. 

A range of significant ecological and natural character values are evident along the roads and rivers of this Area and 
these have been identified in the MEP.  Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley is also of significant cultural value for iwi. 

In addition, Te Hoiere catchment has been identified as an exemplar catchment as a part of the Ministry for the 
Environment’s ‘At Risk Catchments’ programme and by the Department of Conservation as one of its 14 Ngā Awa rivers.  
A restoration project is underway to address land use derived issues with a focus on landscape-scale conservation 
projects that have environmental, social, economic, and cultural benefits.  It is important the outcomes proposed are not 
compromised by freedom camping activity. 
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There are existing facilities within the Area that provide a similar camping option to freedom camping both at Pelorus 
Bridge and near Canvastown. 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

17. Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley  4 4 3 11 

 

The Te Hoiere/Pelorus Valley Area as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom camping in accordance 
with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area, and 
• to protect access to the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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18. Kaituna Valley and Northbank Valleys Area 
Description 
The Kaituna Valley and Northbank Valleys Area includes the following roads off State Highway 6: Readers Road, 
Douslins Gully Road, Prices Road, Twidles Road, Long Valley Road, Norths Road, Kenningtons Road, Mt Riley Road, 
Camerons Road, Leslies Road, Lamberts Road and Mahers Road.  It also includes the Onamalutu Valley Roads, 
Bartletts Creek Road, Fabians Valley Road, Pine Valley Road, Cat Creek Road, Te Rou Road, Top Valley Road, 
Northbank Road and Goulter Road. 

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values There are a number of identified natural values within the Kaituna Valley and 
Northbank Valleys Area, including significant wetlands that are close to roads. 

Cultural and historical values The Kaituna River and Wairau River are both significant areas for iwi with 
statutory acknowledgements recorded over these rivers and their tributaries. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There is a small chance of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting 
stream or coastal water quality.  The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh 
water in the Area would be difficult without potentially affecting the availability of 
water for local residents or communities or affecting instream ecological values. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight in this Area, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.   

Recreation assets The Northbank Roads and valleys adjacent to the Wairau River are popular for 
recreational activity however, there are no obvious recreational assets at risk. 



17 November 2021 

Appendix 2-20 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards There is an identified flood risk over large parts of this Area, including the Kaituna 
River and some of the tributaries of the Wairau River.  These have a Level 2 
Flood Hazard risk in the MEP.  The Wairau River itself has a Level 3 risk in some 
places and a Level 2 in others.  In previous storm events the roads have been 
subject to washouts and flooding, particularly in the Northbank Valley catchments 
and alongside the Wairau River. 

Built environment hazards The roads are typical rural roads, being generally narrow with no formed parking 
areas and in most cases no sealed pull off areas for vehicles.  Some of these 
roads lead into the Mt Richmond Forest Park and others are extensively used by 
forestry, farming and viticulture activity.  During vintage use of the roads increases 
significantly and unless freedom campers were parked well off the formed road 
there is potential for conflict. 

Human hazards With large parts of the Area having been developed for viticulture, roads are used 
extensively to service this activity.  There may be some concern with freedom 
camping on roadsides in these areas with spraying activity on adjacent vineyard 
land and the overnight use of frost fighting fans and helicopters to reduce frost 
impacts on crops. 

There are no public facilities along these roads, so there is some risk of 
inappropriate effluent and waste disposal.  However, if freedom camping is 
required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. 

Protect access  

Restrict access As there are few places to park completely off the road, at times parking may 
involve blocking an entranceway or driveway.  Many of the roads are used for 
forestry and viticulture activity so freedom camping may restrict access for this 
purpose. 

Discourage access Although the Area is popular for recreational activity, it is considered there are 
only minor concerns with access being discouraged in the Area. 

 

Summary 
In terms of protecting the Area there are some general concerns around impacts on natural values, cultural values and 
landscape and amenity values.  Freedom camping may not be an appropriate activity in locations where these values are 
present.  There are not considered to be significant concerns with freedom camping affecting access to the Area. 

The nature of roads in the Kaituna Valley and Northbank Valleys Area is a significant impediment in considering whether 
freedom camping is appropriate.  Like many formed rural roads around the district, they are narrow, have little or no pull 
off areas and rarely contain areas that have been formed for parking.  The roads are used extensively for viticulture, 
farming and forestry activity and the nature of these activities, particularly viticulture, may also make roadside freedom 
camping inappropriate given spraying and frost fighting activities that occur. 

Extensive parts of this Area have also been identified with a flood hazard risk in the MEP.  While the flood hazard does 
not extend over all roads in this Area, there are sufficient areas to suggest that it would be difficult to ensure the safety of 
freedom campers in a flood situation who may be distributed over a number of roads. 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 
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safety 

18. Kaituna Valley and 
Northbank Valleys 

3 4 2 9 

 

The Kaituna Valley and Northbank Valleys Area as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom camping in 
accordance with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, and 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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19. Koromiko, Para and Tua Marina Area 
Description 
The Koromiko, Para and Tua Marina Area includes  

• Lindens Road 
• Factory Road 
• Hawker Lane 
• Sirocco Lane 
• Station Road 
• Speeds Road 
• Speeds Road South 
• Para Road  
• Kaituna-Tua Marina Road 
• Gibsons Road 
• Waikakaho Road 
• Tua Marina Township (including Parkes Road, Bush Road, Wakefield Street, England Street, Pioneer Place, 

Cotterill Street, Campbell Road) 
• Hunter Road 
• Blind Creek Road 
• Pembers Road 
• Tarrants Road 
• Thomas Road 
• Neal Road 
• Flaxmill Drive 
• Pukaka Road 
• Rarangi Road 
• Rarangi Beach Road 
• Rarangi settlements (including Isobel Place, Beatrice Street, Hinepango Drive, Bay End, Pipitea Drive, Ocean 

View Crescent, Edgewater Place, Woolleys Crossing, Shoreline Place, Karaka Street, Miro Street, Ngaio Street, 
Titoki Street) 

Other land included in this Area is Part Section 119, Village of Tua Marina, Local Purpose Reserve (site for a public hall).  
Note that separate assessments have been undertaken for Koromiko Recreation (Collins Memorial) Reserve/Freeths 
Road, Rarangi Bluegums Corner and the Wairau Diversion. 

There are significant areas around the margins of the Wairau River that are managed for river control purposes.  Areas 
of this land are either unsuitable for freedom camping because of the nature of protection works or have been leased for 
other land uses and are therefore not available for freedom camping.  This type of land has not been assessed further. 
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Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values There are a number of locations that have been identified with ecological and 
natural character value in the MEP.  This includes the significant area of the Para 
Swamp, other significant wetland areas and riparian natural character areas 
alongside the Waikakaho River. 

Cultural and historical values There are several identified historical sites and notable trees within this Area.  
This includes the site of the Wairau Incident at Tua Marina.  

The rivers and tributaries in this Area are significant for iwi with statutory 
acknowledgements being recorded over them, including the Para Swamp.   

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There is an identified Groundwater Protection Area at Koromiko.  These areas are 
locations where land above an aquifer is considered as high risk for contaminants 
reaching groundwater.  There is some risk therefore with inappropriate effluent 
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and waste disposal affecting water quality. 

The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh water in the Area would be 
difficult without potentially affecting the availability of water for local residents or 
communities or affecting instream ecological values. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight in this Area, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.  There are a number of residential 
settlements in this area including those at Tua Marina and along the Rarangi 
coastline whose amenity values may be affected by freedom camping.  

Recreation assets The roads and valleys adjacent to the Wairau River are popular for general 
recreational activity including duck shooting through the Para Swamp.  However, 
there are no obvious recreational assets at risk. 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards There is an identified flood risk over large parts of this Area, including from the 
Waikakaho, Tua Marina and Wairau Rivers.  Some of these areas have a Level 2 
Flood Hazard risk in the MEP while others, particularly around the Wairau River, 
have a Level 3 risk. 

Significant areas of the Kaituna-Tua Marina Road, the Tua Marina settlement and 
through the Para Swamp were inundated during the July 2021 storm event. 

Built environment hazards The roads are typical rural roads, being generally narrow with no formed parking 
areas and in some cases no sealed pull off areas for vehicles.  Some of these 
roads lead into the Mt Richmond Forest Park and others are extensively used by 
forestry, viticulture and farming activity.  During vintage use of the roads increases 
significantly and unless freedom campers were parked well off the formed road 
there is potential for conflict. 

Through submissions on the draft 2020 Bylaw a concern was highlighted with the 
narrowness of roads, including Blind Creek Road and Thomas Road and the 
extent of large truck use coming and going from a quarry. 

Human hazards Large parts of the Area have been developed for viticulture.  Roads are used 
extensively in this Area for viticulture activities.  There may be some concern with 
freedom camping on roadsides in these areas with spraying activity on adjacent 
vineyard land and the overnight use of frost fighting fans and helicopters to 
reduce frost impacts on crops. 

There are no public facilities along these roads, so there is some risk of 
inappropriate effluent and waste disposal.  However, if freedom camping is 
required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. 

Protect access  

Restrict access As there are few places to park completely off the road, at times parking may 
involve blocking an entranceway or driveway.  Many of the roads are also used 
for forestry and viticulture activity so freedom camping may restrict access for this 
purpose. 

There would otherwise be few circumstances where access would be restricted 
for visitors or the local community with freedom camping.  Areas where this would 
be a concern however, are: 

• Tua Marina Community Hall car park which is used by both the local 
community; and 



17 November 2021 

Appendix 2-25 

• the car park for the Tua Marina cemetery. 

Discourage access There is little concern with access to the Area being discouraged by freedom 
campers. 

 

Summary 
In terms of protecting the Area there are some general concerns around impacts on natural values, cultural values and 
landscape and amenity values.  There are significant ecological values associated with the Para Swamp area.  Freedom 
camping may not be an appropriate activity in locations where these values are present. 

The nature of roads in the Area is a significant impediment in considering whether freedom camping is appropriate.  Like 
many formed rural roads around the district, they are narrow, have little or no pull off areas and rarely contain areas that 
have been formed for parking.  The nature of activities occurring, particularly viticulture, may also make roadside 
freedom camping inappropriate given spraying and frost reducing activities that occur. 

Extensive parts of this Area have also been identified with a flood hazard risk in the MEP.  While the flood hazard does 
not extend over all parts of the Area, there are sufficient areas to suggest that it would be difficult to ensure the safety of 
freedom campers in a flood situation who may be distributed over a number of roads. 

There are also some limited concerns in relation to freedom camping restricting access for visitors or locals to community 
assets such as the Tua Marina Community Hall or Tua Marina cemetery. 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

19. Koromiko, Para and Tua 
Marina 

4 4 2 10 

 

The Koromiko, Para and Tua Marina Area as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom camping in 
accordance with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, and 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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20. Koromiko Recreation (Collins Memorial) Reserve/Freeths 
Road Area 

Description 
Freeths Road and the Koromiko Recreation (Collins Memorial) Reserve (being Section 1 of Section 32 Waitohi 
Registration District) are located adjacent to State Highway 1 at Koromiko, south of Picton.   

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values A considerable number of trees on the Reserve (as well as on the adjoining QEII 
National Trust area) have been identified as having significant value and are 
protected trees in the MEP. 

Cultural and historical values Te Ātiawa have previously expressed strong opposition to freedom camping at 
the Reserve.  There is a memorial at the Reserve dedicated to the memory of two 
locals (Harold and Lionel Collins) killed in an accident.  The Reserve is also 
known as Collins Memorial Reserve. 

Water quality and water quantity 
issues 

There are no related water quality issues at the site. 

The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh water at the site would be 
difficult without potentially affecting the availability of water for local residents or 
operation of toilet facilities on the Reserve. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight in this Area, particularly as numbers staying here 
were always high and ongoing.  There are a number of dwellings located nearby 
and there have been concerns raised by residents at a loss of amenity from 
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freedom camping, including noise from campers, that campers are always there 
and rubbish being left behind or bins overflowing. 

Recreation assets There are public toilets and a shelter located at this Reserve.  Prior to freedom 
occurring at the Reserve it was used for a rest area and picnic area.  The toilets 
are currently being replaced as part of a district wide renewals programme with 
funding assistance from central Government’s Tourism Infrastructure Fund. 

Freedom camping vehicles had caused considerable damage to the paved area 
of the Reserve with high numbers of campers using the site.  This has been 
repaired, with assistance from central Government’s Responsible Camping Fund.  
However if the site were to be used for freedom camping, given its close location 
to the Picton interisland ferries there could once again be heavy use of the site 
and the potential for damage. 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards No specific risk has been identified.  

Built environment hazards The Reserve is located adjacent to a 100 km/h area on State Highway 1 and is 
accessed off Freeths Road.  Freeths Road is narrow with no formed area for 
parking although previously campers have parked on grass berms. 

Submitters through Annual Plan/Long Term Plan processes and through the draft 
2020 Bylaw identified safety issues with freedom camping vehicles exiting and 
entering State Highway 1 from Freeths Road. 

Human hazards There is a public toilet facility at the Reserve although there is no provision for the 
disposal of effluent from freedom camping vehicles.  There is some risk of 
inappropriate effluent and waste disposal.  However, if freedom camping is 
required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. 

Protect access  

Restrict access The Reserve has been used previously by travellers as a rest area/short stop 
location.  The demands on the site meant campervans arriving early in the day 
restricted day use.   

Previous use of Freeths Road by campervans also restricted safe movement up 
and down the road for other users. 

Discourage access The site is less appealing for day users when there are campervans present. 

 

Summary 
Prior to the 2020 Bylaw being adopted, freedom camping at the Koromiko Recreation (Collins Memorial) Reserve was 
provided for under the 2012 Bylaw.  Campers were able to stay in a CSC or non CSC vehicle for a maximum of two 
nights in a four week period with a limit of 12 vehicles.  The Koromiko Recreation Reserve was the closest freedom 
camping site to Picton and a popular location for those travelling to or from the interisland ferries. 

In previous years there have been significant issues with freedom camping at this Reserve, particularly with 
overcrowding and traffic management issues as well as freedom campers parking along Freeths Road, which was a 
prohibited area.  The issues had been reduced through tighter bylaw conditions and active enforcement patrols.  
However, in response to submissions on the draft 2020 Bylaw the Reserve became a prohibited area for freedom 
camping with: 

• the Wairau Diversion being the preferred fatigue stop for travellers,  
• a desire to return this reserve to a day use purpose as a picnic area and toilet stop, and  
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• for providing access to the adjacent QE II National Trust area. 

The Wairau Diversion is still being identified as the preferred fatigue stop for travellers moving to and from the interisland 
ferries.  The other matters are also still relevant considerations in this current assessment. 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

20. Koromiko Recreation 
(Collins Memorial) 
Reserve/Freeths Road 

4 3 4 11 

 

The Koromiko Recreation (Collins Memorial) Reserve/Freeths Road Area as described above is considered not 
acceptable for freedom camping in accordance with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area, and 
• to protect access to the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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21. Rarangi Blue Gum/Millennium Rock Road Reserve 
Description 
The Rarangi Blue Gum/Millennium Rock Road Reserve is located at the intersection of Rarangi Road and Rarangi 
Beach Road and adjoins the Department of Conservation Rarangi Recreation Reserve. 

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values There is public conservation land adjacent to this site in which freedom camping 
is a prohibited area under the FCA due to the presence of the endangered Kiwaia 
moth.  There is a value in a prohibition of this area under the Council’s freedom 
camping bylaw to ensure consistency of rules. 

Cultural and historical values No specific values have been identified as at risk. 

Water quality and quantity There is a small chance of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal affecting 
coastal water quality.  The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh water at 
the site would be difficult without potentially affecting the availability of water for 
local residents. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight in this Area, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.  The site is visible from passing traffic 
and there are dwellings nearby. 

Recreation values The site is a very popular access point for walkers using the Rarangi Beach 
frontage.  While there are no specific recreation assets at risk the area is being 
enhanced for day users through the Council’s Small Townships Programme.   

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards No specific risk has been identified. 
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Built environment hazards No specific risk has been identified. 

Human hazards No specific risk has been identified. 

Protect access  

Restrict access While the site has been used previously for the stockpiling of road gravel, it has 
been included in the Council’s STP for enhancement as a picnic area for day use.  
Work is due to commence during spring 2021, Covid 19 restrictions permitting. 

Discourage access This is currently a low use public area but use will likely increase with STP 
enhancements. 

 

Summary 

The Department of Conservation has confirmed that a prohibition is useful to ensure protection of the adjacent 
conservation land, which has been prohibited for freedom camping.  Enhancement plans proposed through the Council’s 
Small Townships Programme for this area would not be compatible with use by freedom camping. 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

21. Rarangi Blue 
Gum/Millennium Rock Road 
Reserve 

5 1 4 10 

 

The Rarangi Blue Gum/Millennium Rock Road Reserve as described above is considered not acceptable for freedom 
camping in accordance with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, and 
• to protect access to the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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22. Wairau Diversion 
Description 
The Wairau Diversion was constructed in the 1960s to carry a large portion of the flood flow from the lower Wairau River.  
The area covered by this assessment is located on the north side of the Wairau Diversion extending from Neal Road in 
the west to the sea.  (The land was taken under the Public Works Act and is not held as reserve land.) 

 

Assessment 
Interpretation of criteria Comments 

Protect the area  

Natural values There is a significant wetland (Hinepango) located just west of the current 
restricted area for freedom camping.   

Cultural and historical values No specific risk has been identified for iwi although the tributaries of the Wairau 
River have a statutory acknowledgement over them. 

Water quality and quantity There is some concern with the potential for inappropriate effluent and waste 
disposal affecting freshwater and coastal water quality.  Submitters on the draft 
2020 Bylaw raised concerns about water quality being affected by the actions of 
some campers. 

The ability to supply freedom campers with fresh water at the site would be 
difficult without potentially affecting the availability of water for local residents or 
communities given that available water resources in this area are either over-
allocated, fully allocated or have a low reliability of supply. 

Landscape and amenity values There may be some effect on landscape and amenity values from a presence of 
campervans staying overnight in this Area, particularly if numbers are high, are 
ongoing or if use spreads beyond vehicles.  There are several dwellings located 
just north of the Area.  Through submissions on the draft 2020 Bylaw concerns 
were expressed that amenity values have diminished as a result of freedom 
camping for some that use this Area. 

Recreation assets The Wairau Diversion Area as a whole is a very popular recreation spot.  Fishing, 
walking, cycling, whitebait fishing, picnicking and trail bike riding all occur.  
Concerns have been highlighted by local residents through submissions on the 
draft 2020 Bylaw about the effect of freedom camping on the assets of the 
Diversion.  This includes damage to the biodiversity of the area and that constant 
use by campers means the site never gets a chance to recover. 
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There is a public toilet located towards the eastern end of the Area and despite 
freedom camping required to be in CSC vehicles, high use of the toilets by 
campers has been observed by residents, in addition to that made by day users.  
This asset was never intended for the level of use that it has received.   

There are proposals to provide enhanced facilities for both day users and freedom 
campers at the Wairau Diversion. 

Protect health and safety  

Natural hazards There is an identified flood hazard in the MEP over the whole Area.  This is a 
Level 3 risk.  Given the use of the Diversion for camping over a number of years 
processes have been established to remove campers from this location when 
forecast rains may result in floods. 

Concern has been expressed by the Council’s Rivers Engineer about vehicles 
parking close to the river’s edge and the potential for collapsing banks.  However, 
reformatting proposals would see vehicles parked further away from the edge. 

A significant storm event in July 2021 saw record flow follows in the Diversion 
waterway, which has significantly impacted the Area – see further commentary on 
this in the Summary below. 

Built environment hazards Other than some planned safety improvements to the entrance/exit from Neal 
Road/Thomas Road intersection, which will benefit all users of the Diversion, 
there are no other specific risks identified. 

Human hazards There is some risk of inappropriate effluent and waste disposal.  However, if 
freedom camping is required to be CSC these risks should be minimised. 

The Area is very popular for whitebait fishing and there have been occasions 
where conflict occurs between campers seeking optimum sites for fishing 
adjacent to the river’s edge.  The Council had previously provided for a permit 
system enabling those undertaking whitebait fishing to stay longer at the 
Diversion than otherwise provided for through freedom camping bylaws.  This 
permit system no longer operates.  Note also that the whitebait fishing activity 
itself is not managed by the Council but by the Department of Conservation. 

Protect access  

Restrict access The Diversion is a large area so restriction of access is unlikely provided there is 
clear delineation about where freedom campers can stay and areas that are set 
aside for day use. 

Discourage access When large numbers of campers are present the site may be less appealing for 
community use. 

 

Summary 
Prior to the 2020 Bylaw being adopted, freedom camping at the Wairau Diversion was enabled in part under the 2012 
Bylaw.  Campers were able to stay in a CSC vehicle for a maximum of two nights in a four week period with no limit on 
vehicle numbers.  An area of the Diversion was also prohibited for freedom camping.  This was an area at the eastern 
end of the site, which was set aside for day users – see aerial below. 
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Through the process of developing the draft 2020 Bylaw, a reformatting of the area available for freedom camping was 
proposed to: 

• allow for improved monitoring, 
• better direction and access for those using the area, 
• improved health and safety management, and  
• provide an opportunity for an ambassador type programme.   

In conjunction with the closure of the freedom camping site at Koromiko Recreation Reserve, the reformatting proposals 
were intended to allow the Wairau Diversion to be used as the main resting area for travellers either heading from or to 
the Picton ferry terminals.  Part of the reformatting proposals for the Area also included additional toilet facilities, shelters, 
enhanced plantings and improved signage. 

The reduced area, which was adopted by the Council in the final 2020 Bylaw, saw camping restricted to CSC vehicles, 
with a maximum of 75 vehicles and a stay of no more than two nights in a four week period – see aerial below.  While the 
Council is aware of a range of particular amenity value and recreation value concerns highlighted through the 2020 
Bylaw review for this location, the Wairau Diversion is substantial in area.  With better delineation of areas for freedom 
camping and other recreational activities, a reduction in the area and number of campers able to stay and other 
proposed enhancements for the whole Area, freedom camping is considered acceptable with restrictions.  

 

One other important note is that with the significant storm event of July 2021 in Marlborough, record flood flows occurred 
in the Wairau River and Diversion.  With formalised warning processes in place, campers were removed from the site 
well before flood flows reached danger levels.  The area set aside for freedom camping suffered the loss of land along 
the edge of the waterway – some 30 metres extending for several hundreds of metres.  However, the area for camping 
did not become inundated, being the highest area along the length of this side of the Diversion.   
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The prohibited areas either side did become inundated.  Additionally, the prohibited area adjacent to the sea at the 
eastern end of the Area suffered significant damage with a considerable area of land washed away, including road 
access to this area.  The Area was closed for freedom camping with works underway to make the area safe and reinstate 
the area that has been lost.  In the meantime a temporary area for freedom camping has been made available on the 
west side of the Hinepango Swamp until such time reinstatement works are completed – see the aerial below.   

 

The scoring for each of the FCA criteria is as follows: 

No. Area name Score – 
Protect 
the area 

Score – 
Protect 
health and 
safety 

Score –  
Protect 
access 

Total 
Score 

22. Wairau Diversion 2 3 1 6 

 

The Wairau Diversion as described above is considered acceptable for freedom camping, with restriction, in accordance 
with section 11(2)(a) of the FCA: 

• to protect the area, and 
• to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area. 

This is considered an appropriate and proportionate response of addressing the perceived problem in relation to freedom 
camping in the area (section 11(2)(b) of the FCA). 
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