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Report of a Meeting of a Special Hearing Committee to hear submissions  
on the Waitohi Picton Ferry Precinct Redevelopment 

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2022 at 1.30 pm, Thursday 24 FEBRUARY 2022 at 8.30 am 

Present 
The Mayor J C Leggett (in the Chair), Clrs J L Andrews, J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, J D N Croad, B G Dawson, 
B A Faulls, M J Fitzpatrick, F D Maher, M A Peters, T P Sowman and N P Taylor 

In Attendance 
Mark Wheeler (CE), Martin Fletcher (Chief Financial Officer), Nicole J Chauval (Committee Secretary) and 
Mike Porter (Zoom Management) 

Apologies 
That the apology for absence from Clr G A Hope be received and sustained. 

1. Waitohi Picton Ferry Precinct Redevelopment S400-005-011-03 
The Mayor welcomed those present and explained the proceedings that would be undertaken for the hearings 
and requirements under the Protection Framework Red Setting – Phase 2.  

There were 27 submissions received and of those 12 submitters wanted to speak to their submission.  

The following speakers had indicated they would speak to their submission but withdrew prior to the Hearings 
date. 

• 4 Seinna Carrington  
• 23 Tim Healey (The Guardians of the Sounds) 
• 21 Monyeen Wedge (Queen Charlotte Residents Association) 

The proposal 
• Preferred alternative: Council raises $110M through the LGFA to on-lend to Port Marlborough. 

The alternatives 
• Alternative 1: Port Marlborough raises debt in its own name. 
• Alternative 2: The project does not proceed as planned, and the deal would need to be re-negotiated. 

The following is a list of those that spoke to their submission, a note of any presentations and information 
circulated to Councillors. All submitters were present in the room or otherwise noted as attending via Zoom. 

3 Michael Jacomb (New Nation Party Limited) 
Spoke to panel on behalf of the New Nation Party Limited via Zoom.  
Submitter Position – No to the proposal 

26 John Reuhman (EcoWorld Aquarium & Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre and Picton Cinemas) 
A powerpoint was shown and filed in CM Record No. 2231888 – Attachment 1. 
Submitter Position – Does not support the preferred option for the Waitohi Picton Ferry Precinct 
Redevelopment Financing. 

25 Margaret McHugh (Ratepayer) 
Margaret McHugh provided members with a copy of her speaking notes and these were circulated to panel 
members, staff and media and filed in CM Record No. 2231896 – Attachment 2. 
Submitter Position – Yes, agree in part 

24 Graham Gosling (Picton Business Group) 
Submitter Position – Yes agree in part. Supports in principle Marlborough District Council raising Port 
Marlborough’s share of the Waitohi Picton Ferry Precinct Redevelopment. 
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18 Tim McCaffrey  
Tim McCaffrey provided a copy of his speaking notes and these are filed in CM Record No. 2231905 – 
Attachment 3. 
Submitter Position – Yes agree in part.  

17 Martin Ridgway  
Attended via Zoom. 
Martin Ridgway had supplied a copy of his notes prior to the hearing, these were circulated to the panel, staff 
and media and are filed in CM Record No. 2231912 – Attachment 4. 
Prior to the Hearing Martin submitted a number of questions which were circulated to Martin Fletcher and 
Rhys Welbourn for a response. The questions and responses were circulated to members and Martin Ridgway 
on Hearing day. The questions and responses are filed in CM Rec No. 2229807 – Attachment 5. 
Submitter Position – Yes in agree part 

19 Heather Smith Social Credit NZ 
Heather Smith was scheduled to speak at 3.30pm but was present in the room and agreed to speak earlier as 
the 1st session had concluded early. Heather provided a copy of her speaking notes and these are filed in CM 
Rec No. 2231921 – Attachment 6. 
Submitter Position – Yes agree in part. Funds are needed but the assumption that they must be debt funded 
must be examined. 

The submission process concluded at 2.59 pm and the Hearing adjourned at this time. 

The Hearing resumed at 8.30 am on Thursday, 24 February 2022. 

Present 
The Mayor J C Leggett (in the Chair), Clrs J L Andrews, J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, J D N Croad, B A Faulls, 
M J Fitzpatrick, M A Peters, T P Sowman and N P Taylor 

Present via Zoom 
Clr D Oddie 

In Attendance 
Mark Wheeler (CE), Martin Fletcher (Chief Financial Officer), Mike Porter (Democratic Services Manager), 
Nicole J Chauval (Committee Secretary/Zoom Management) 

Apologies 
That the apology for absence from Clr B G Dawson be received and sustained. 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Dew and outlined the process for the Hearing. 

16  David William Richard Dew 
Mr Dew made a verbal presentation and did not provide a copy of his notes nor was any additional information 
supplied by Mr Dew for the Panel. 
Submitter Position – No I am opposed to the proposed method of financing the new Ferry Terminal 
requirements. 

There being no further submitters the Hearing closed at 8.56 am. 

 

Record No: 2231928 
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Attachment 1 
Presentation John Reuhman 
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Attachment 2 
Margaret McHugh – speaking notes 
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Attachment 3 
Tim McCaffrey – speaking notes 
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Attachment 4 
Martin Ridgway – speaking notes 
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Attachment 5 
Responses to Martin Ridgway questions 
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Attachment 6 
Heather Smith – speaking notes 
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