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Minutes of a meeting of the  
CLIMATE CHANGE SUB-COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers and via Teams, Marlborough District Council Building, 
15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on TUESDAY, 30 JANUARY 2024 commencing at 1.00 pm 

Present: 

Clrs G A Hope (Chairperson), A R Burgess, R J Innes and Mayor N P Taylor 

Also Present 

Clr S R W Adams 

In Attendance 

Richard Coningham (Assets & Services Manager), Alan Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring 
Manager), Jamie Sigmund (Strategic Planner - Implementation and Review), Rachel Baggs (Data Analyst), 
and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Also in Attendance via Teams 

Kaye McIlveney (Solicitor) 

Apologies 

That the apology for absence from Pere Hawes (Manager Environmental Policy) and Mark Lucas 
(Solid Waste Manager) be noted. 

The Chair, Clr Hope, welcomed Committee members and public to the meeting. The Chair outlined the 
process for the meeting noting that only members of the Sub-Committee and staff were able to speak to the 
items on the agenda and vote, however there would be an opportunity at the end of the meeting for 
discussion. 

 

1. Climate Change – Emissions Inventory Report 2022/23 C315-20-185,  
  E320-003-001, W470-04-02 

Members received the Council’s Emissions Inventory report for the years 2022/23 for Council control 
operations. The inventory report was separately attached to the agenda. 

It was noted that in March 2020, Council approved its Climate Change Action Plan.  The first task in the 
action plan was for Council to generate an emissions inventory report on operations that it has control 
over for the purpose of setting a baseline by which to measure initiatives moving forward to reduce 
emissions in Council operations.  

Members were advised there has been a reduction in Council’s omissions from the previous reports. It 
was reported that Council uses an external third party to ensure independence in the analysis.  

Mr Coningham noted that it is pleasing to see that some of Council’s initiatives particularly in regard to 
waste minimisation has resulted in a reduction in omissions from the landfill which is Council’s largest 
emitter.  

It was noted that the inventory report is only for Council controlled operations not region wide as it is the 
Council’s view that various industries should be reporting on their own omissions and sharing that 
separately. It was noted Council’s roading contractor provides information in their monthly reports to 
Council regarding their fuel consumption which is their main emitting area. 

Mr Coningham reported there are requirements from Central Government to have plans in place by 
2030 to reduce the amount of green waste and food waste going to landfill. Work is being undertaken 
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in relation to that with discussions happening with the new solid waste contractor in terms of the wheelie 
bin operation and how they can deal with those areas moving forward.  

The Chair also noted that the consent for the Liquid Wastewater stream is due for renewal in 2025. This 
will be a huge piece of work in conjunction with other parties. 

Clrs Innes/ Burgess: 
That the report be received. 

Carried 

2. Climate Change Action Plan Update – January 2024  

Members were advised that when the Climate Change Working Group was established a goal for the 
group was to put in place an action plan. The action plan would focus on the long-term future of Council 
in terms of various initiatives that could be undertaken in relation to its own operations and work where 
it could with the community. The action plan was included with the agenda report. 

Mr Coningham noted that a lot of the information in the report is business as usual and is reported 
through Council’s Environment & Planning Committee and Assets & Services Committee and noted that 
this was why it has taken some time in providing an update.  

Council has undertaken an initial sea level rise mapping exercise for Marlborough as part of the Climate 
Change Action Plan.  This report was presented to the Environment Committee in October 2023 and 
sea level rise projection maps are available on Council’s website for the public to view based on various 
scenarios.  

It was reported that there is future work required particularly around the Wairau where the initial mapping 
(Bathub Mapping) indicates that there could be quite a bit of sea level rise affecting the lower 
Wairau Plains. Due to that there is an additional report being carried out to focus specifically on the 
lower Wairau with what is called a multi-dimensional mapping which will be able to give more accurate 
analyse on areas that will be affected and what potential mitigations could be put in place for those 
areas.  

Jamie Sigmund, Council’s Strategic Planner (Implementation & Review), is working with NIWA on this 
and it is projected to take 12 months to carry out.  

Once the report is received Council will be able to move into another step on the action Plan Dynamic 
Adaptive Pathways which is talking with the communities to share that information and then being able 
to get their feedback on potential ways forwards in terms of how we can address sea level rise in those 
particular areas. 

It was noted the other areas being focused on are: 

• changing the Council vehicle fleet to hybrid vehicles. This is being undertaken as leases come up 
for renewal. 

• Installing more efficient air conditioning units  

• Energy efficiency buildings. Most effective time to do that is when a new building is being built as 
opposed to retrofitting eg Te kahu o Waipuna roof solar panels  

Clrs Hope/Innes:  
That the report be received. 

Carried 

3. Climate Change Karanga Marlborough – Overview 

A member of the Climate Change Karanga Marlborough group performed a karakia prior to 
Budyong Hill’s presentation. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/climate-change%20there
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Budyong Hill spoke to the Committee and provided a powerpoint presentation. The report and 
powerpoint are attached as Attachment 1 and Attachment 2. 

4. General Business 

4.1 Bill Holvey, a member of the public, was present for the meeting and provided three articles for 
members’ information and are attached as Attachment 3. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.00 pm 

 
Record No. 2426964 
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Attachment 1 
MDC Climate Change Sub-committee presentation – 30/01/2024. 

Introduction. 

Climate Karanga Marlborough appreciates the opportunity to be present and contribute at this inaugural 
meeting of the Climate Change Subcommittee. You have asked us for an overview of CKM, which we are 
happy to provide.  

You will be familiar with some of our faces but CKM is a wide and growing regional network of about 140 
highly skilled individuals from a diversity of backgrounds – education, health, viticulture, farming, 
engineering, energy…. We are also artists, builders, lifestyle block owners, and most importantly parents and 
grandparents held together by a value system that says we need to look after our world to ensure that those 
who come after us can still have a good life. Members of CKM take part on local pest management and 
biodiversity projects, produce articles for local and national consumption and write submissions to 
government, the Climate Commission and Council. We believe that we cannot have healthy, meaningful 
lives without a healthy natural environment around us. We are part of nature and nature is part of us. 

We congratulate the Sub-Committee on bringing in voices from the Marlborough community from the outset 
of its working and hope proactive community engagement will be a key component of its function. What is of 
prime interest to us is to understand what the Sub-Committee's purpose is and what the thoughts of the 
committee members are about this purpose. It is not at all clear to us at this point. Is it focused only on 
reducing Council’s carbon emissions and improving their resilience, or is its role to have a wider view of what 
the whole region needs to do? Are you responsible for establishing and leading the Climate Forum referred 
to in the Climate Action Plan? 

We want to be upfront with you and say our hopes for this committee are that it takes a leading role and 
responsibility within the Council structure and within the wider Marlborough community. That it will show 
bravery and be an impassioned voice not only on the threats we all face due to global heating but also on 
other related threats such as ocean acidification and the overall integrity of the biosphere. We are very 
concerned for the myriad other lifeforms that share this amazing planet. They have the right to live on a 
planet with a biosphere that can continue to support all of them.  

We are aware that the Climate Change Working Group comprising staff from across Council, is tasked with 
championing implementation of the Climate Action Plan. Does this includes keeping you up to date with 
recent climate information? Are you exposed to information from the wider environmental science world 
regarding the various global challenges that are and will increasingly impact us here in Marlborough? We are 
keen to find out from you what sort of information is shared with you by the Staff Working Group? We hope 
that this committee’s role is not just to receive reports such as the ones tabled today. Of course it is 
necessary that implementation of the Climate Action Plan is documented and this and the Emissions 
Inventory are important aspects of the Council meeting its responsibilities but these reports could just as 
easily be received by the Environment and Planning Committee as they have in the past.  

We note in the Climate Action Plan that one of the “focus areas” is - “Decisions of 

Council consider the implications of climate change for current and future generations.” 

In due course, we hope to share some of our ideas on where and how the Council can take a lead with this 
focus in mind.  

Our key concerns. 

The large increase in global catastrophes and extreme events during 2023 have been shocking, and even 
experts who have been working for years on the climate crisis did not expect the magnitude of changes.  

See https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/09/2023-record-world-hottest-climate-fossil-fuel 

 

1. We are exceeding 6 out of the 9 planetary boundaries as defined by the Stockholm Resilience 

Centre. To quote from two authors of their 2023 update assessing planetary resilience.  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/09/2023-record-world-hottest-climate-fossil-fuel
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“We don’t know how long we can keep transgressing these key boundaries before combined 

pressures lead to irreversible change and harm.”  Johan Rockström.  

“Earth is a living planet, so the consequences are impossible to predict.”  Sarah Cornell. 

See https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2023-09-13-all-planetary-

boundaries-mapped-out-for-the-first-time-six-of-nine-crossed.html     AND 

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html for further info. 

2. Global Heating is only a symptom of a much bigger dilemma facing humanity: that is our diseased 

relationship with Planet Earth. We wish to point out there is a big difference between a problem and 

a dilemma. Calling global heating a problem suggests there are solutions that can fix it.  

3. We must find ways to reduce our energy use. The concept of energy descent needs to be better 

understood. It is our excessive energy use that is the main reason we are exceeding planetary 

boundaries.  

4. We can't simply replace fossil fuels with renewable energy and expect to carry on our current high 

energy lifestyles. Mother Nature cannot continue to provide us with all the resources we require to do 

that and cannot continue to absorb the levels of waste that arise from it. 

5. Issues such as ocean heating and ocean acidification are not something that have just appeared in 

the last couple of decades. It has taken us many decades to reach this point and the inertia of this 

process is so big that it will take many decades to stop the heating and acidification and to help 

Nature to turn it around. With the oceans absorbing 93% of the excess heat caused by GHG 

emissions and 30% of the CO2 we have to plan and prepare for things to get worse before they get 

better. The marine heatwaves highlighted in the November report to Council were not rare, 

unexpected events but rather inevitable consequences of our way of living on planet Earth. 

6. We are dealing with a long-term and ongoing predicament, not a series of problems for which all we 
have to do is find a series of more or less technological fixes.  

The lack of central direction. 

We understand that Councils throughout the country are faced with the awkward situation of having to deal 
with the impacts of climate crises while still waiting for guidelines from central government regarding roles 
and responsibilities and resource allocations.  

We note that LGNZ openly regrets the lack of leadership from central government and calls on them to take 
up the reins of leadership regarding climate change and adaptation to change. We think such calls are in 
vain. - Internationally and nationally governments have shown themselves too much beholden financially and 
otherwise to industry lobbies and large companies, who depend on fossil fuel consumption (successive IPCC 
COPs conferences have demonstrated that.) We believe leadership is going to come from grass roots, and 
that is what the Council and its committees including this sub-committee should be fostering.  

Leadership from the Sub-Committee. 

Our hope is that the Sub-committee serves as a catalyst within Council to ensure the requisite leadership is 
adopted with bravery. An important aspect of the role of a committee such as this one should be to keep 
abreast of the implications of planetary limits being exceeded.  

In that regard, we encourage this committee, with the support of MDC, to take a long-term view of its activity, 
knowing that we all have to put our long-term hats on and work towards not only adaptation but still also 
mitigation.  

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2023-09-13-all-planetary-boundaries-mapped-out-for-the-first-time-six-of-nine-crossed.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2023-09-13-all-planetary-boundaries-mapped-out-for-the-first-time-six-of-nine-crossed.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html
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Conclusion. 

We would like to finish with the following quote from Barry Commoner which is just as relevant today as 
when he wrote it in 1971. In his book The Closing Circle , he said: “We are in an environmental crisis 
because the means by which we use the ecosphere to produce wealth are destructive of the ecosphere 
itself. The present system of production is self-destructive; the present course of human civilisation is 
suicidal.”  

Commoner is best known for his four “laws of ecology”, which he outlined in the first chapter of The Closing 
Circle.  

These are:  

• Everything is connected to everything else - There is one ecosphere for all living organisms and 
what affects one, affects all. 
 

• Everything must go somewhere - There is no “waste” in nature and there is no “away” to which 
things can be thrown. 
 

• Nature knows best - Humankind has fashioned technology to improve upon nature, but such 
change in a natural system is likely to be detrimental to that system.  
 

• There is no such thing as a free lunch - Exploitation of nature will inevitably involve the conversion 
from useful to useless forms. 
 

 

https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/barry-commoner-scientist-activist-radical-ecologist
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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