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Meeting Notes of the Sounds Advisory Group  
held in the Committee Room at Marlborough District Council 

on Monday 3 August 2020 at 9.30 am 

Present 
Clr Faulls (Chair) Rob Schuckard, Eric Jorgensen, Ross Withell, Tim Greenhough, Judy Hellstrom, 
Vic Koller, Linda Booth, Ken Roush, Rick Osbourne, Lynley Perkins, Ned Wells and Monyeen Wedge 

Guest Speakers 
Kaja Vetter (DoC), Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads), Heli Wade (Te Hoiere Project) 

MDC Staff 
Alan Johnson, Oliver Wade, Pete Hamill, Neil Henry, Dean Heiford, Jane Tito, Pere Hawes, Gina Ferguson, 
Richard Coningham and Alec McNeil 

In Attendance 
Chris Hines (Council Secretary) 

1. Welcome 
• Clr Faulls welcomed everyone to the meeting.  All present introduced themselves and advised where 

they are from and who they were representing. 

2. Apologies 
• Clr Oddie and Clr Taylor (for lateness – other Council business), Jodi Milne (MPI), Emma Hopkinson-

Young, Poneke Rene, Margot Ferrier (DoC) and David Hayes (DoC)  

3. Confirmation of the Previous Minutes 
• There was no confirmation of previous minutes, however, Eric noted a point as follows - 

He talked about the number of items discussed at the meeting that related to feedback and how the 
group would keep up track of issues through Council that Council would commit to.  At the time, it was 
decided that they would talk to the CE and Mayor; however, it is in the minutes as talk to staff.   

4. PMEP – Pere Hawes (MDC) 
• The PMEP was publicly notified in February this year.  The appeal period was extended because of 

Covid-19.  There have been 51 notices of appeal received which can be viewed on the MDC website 
along with appeals information:  https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/resource-management-
policy-and-plans/proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/decisions-on-the-pmep/appeal-process 

• On Friday 31 July 2020 Council replied to the appeals.  There is now 2 weeks for the appellants to 
lodge a reply to Councils reply.  A pre-hearing conference is to be held by the Court in Blenheim on 
29 August 2020 to consider the reply and appellants’ response to it.  The hearings when held were 
structured by topic and it is proposed to the Court to manage the process of addressing appeals by 
similar topics.   

• This is expected to take a long time, hopefully shorter than previous plans.  There can be negotiations 
around resolutions of the appeals and in some cases this has already commenced.  One has already 
been negotiated and Council is in discussions with three other parties. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/resource-management-policy-and-plans/proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/decisions-on-the-pmep/appeal-process
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/resource-management-policy-and-plans/proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/decisions-on-the-pmep/appeal-process
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• Resources are available on the website for those directly involved or interested:   

o A copy of Councils response to the appellants lodged on 31 July 2020; 
o The proposed topic and sub-topic structure.  The two largest are biodiversity and coastal 

environment; 
o Suggestions of provisions to go into which sub-topics; 
o A list of appellants and 274 parties involved in those provisions; 
o A table of all appeal points of which there are more than 1200. 

• Now awaiting confirmation from the Court regarding management of the process.   

• Clarification of a 274 party – when there is an appellant, a person who has an interest in that appeal 
greater than that of the general public, can effectively lodge a notice with the Court to say they would 
like to be involved in that specific appeal point.  It can either be in support or in opposition to the 
appellant.  There are 230 274 notices and they are noted on the table mentioned above. 

• There were some at the meeting namely Rob Schuckard (French Pass Residents Association), Tim 
Greehough (Okiwi Bay), Nick Wells (NZ Marine Farming) Kaja Vetter (DoC) and Friends of Nelson & 
Tasman Bay who declared themselves a party in the appeal process and wanted it minuted.  They 
were reassured that Pere was imparting information; there was no voting and consequently no conflict 
of interest. 

• Regarding the possible proposed repeal of the RMA and replacement with three pieces of legislation.  
It will be up to the incumbent Government to decide what will happen.  It will take at least a term to 
write the legislation associated with the changes.  Added to this would be a transition period where 
different pieces of legislation would continue to apply and may continue to apply into the future. 

• The document ‘Resource Management System:  A comprehensive review’ is publicly accessible on 
the MfE website:  https://www.mfe.govt.nz/rmreview. 

10.00 am Pete Hamill joined the meeting 

• Of concern is the Three Waters project going on with a move to separate entities for water supply and 
waste water management which will be a challenge.   

5. Aquaculture – Pere Hawes (MDC) 
• The working group appointed to assist Council reported back in July last year.  There is a statutory 

obligation to consult with the Crown and iwi authorities.  That has been occurring since the 
recommendations were made by the working group. 

• There has not been as much success as would have been liked in engagement with iwi, but another 
attempt will be made very soon because of their importance as marine farmers as well as being 
kaitiaki. 

• There have been in-depth discussions with MPI and DoC which continued over lockdown.  A lot of 
focus was on using an authorization process to manage allocation into the future.  The plan was to 
identify areas that were appropriate for aquaculture.  Who got what and where would be managed 
through the system called ‘authorizations’.  It is a new approach and sits in the RMA under section165.  
Haven’t yet consulted with the MoT or the Minister for the Environment and there is a requirement by 
law to do so.  Ready to go to the four Crown bodies again and iwi authorities to undertake statutory 
consultation.  There has been feedback from the Crown regarding authorizations which has been very 
helpful. 

• The next milestone is to provide an explanation for the draft variations which accompanied the 
recommendations made to Council last year.  Helen Marr is currently involved in this process.  Under 
statutory obligation, the variations must be notified to the iwi authority. 

• Pere acknowledged the working group and advised that the meaningful recommendations made to 
Council by them was invaluable. 

• When recommendations were made to Council last year, there was a dissenting opinion and a 
concern expressed.  Both formed appendices to the report.  Rick expressed a desire to have a copy of 

https://www.mfe.govt.nz/rmreview
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the report but was advised that he may have to do an OIA as Pere believed it was reported under 
‘public excluded’.  The reason being that the content was commercially sensitive. 

• It was disclosed that the disappointment for the working group was that marine farming groups whose 
consents expire in 2024 and who know that there will be less space in the future are going for 
extensions to their existing consents now, 4 years ahead, to beat the new regulations.  There was no 
discussion of this possibility in the working group.  Pere confirmed that that wasn’t in the scope of the 
process or the task of the working group and if looked at from a business perspective, is quite a 
rational outcome for some people.  These resource consent applications still have to pass the 
sustainability test at Council.   

• Pere confirmed that the working group did address the marine farming effects of human activity both 
on land and water and made recommendations in respect of both of these issues along with concerns 
of cumulative effects.   

6. Septic Tanks – Pere Hawes (MDC) 
• This issue has not been accurately represented in the media.  

• The method in the Plan which is subject to Appeal relates to a warrant of fitness (WOF) scheme for 
onsite waste water management systems, not just septic tanks.  The intent is that if you look at it in the 
context of the objectives of that part of the Plan, that there are some locations where coastal water 
quality might be degraded because of bacterial contamination.   

• If following investigation it is found that the contamination is from a human source (either boats or 
waste water management system) one of the options Council has available to manage this would be 
to ensure that either one is operating in responsible manner in terms of their waste water management 
system.  That doesn’t include as reported in the media a requirement to replace the waste water 
system.   

• There are a range of options.  Firstly there must be a contamination issue, it has to be from a human 
source, human source has to be proved to be from a septic tank and then Council may look at the 
option of introducing a warrant of fitness scheme.  The warrant of fitness would say that system on 
that property is suitable for managing the load from that dwelling.  However, the options available go 
from maintenance through to replacement with a whole suite of options in between.  There would be a 
community consultation process.   

• This is the method in the Plan and Pere could not comment further as it is subject to Appeal and 
before the Court. 

• At the moment Council does not have a widespread sanitation type survey process and there is 
currently no intention to implement one.  There is currently the recreational bay water programme 
where sampling does take place and sometimes will result in an investigation.  The Compliance 
Department will also go out and investigate complaints made to Council and in addition consents are 
monitored.   

• Clr Faulls suggested that working in with the Harbourmaster when he does his patrols with his staff, 
there could be a possibility he could do some water sampling.  She will talk to Pete and Alan about it 
to gauge whether there is an opportunity to do that.  Clr Faulls also mentioned that if anyone suspects 
there is an issue in their local environment to contact her and she will pass the information on to 
Compliance. 

• There was discussion about responsibility of the individuals in the community and Council and the 
ensuing costs that affect rates. 

7. Post Covid Update – Dean Heiford (MDC) 
• Dean is Manager Economic Community and Support Services at Council.  One of his roles is Incident 

Controller and Recovery Manager for Marlborough Emergency Management which was critical during 
lockdown and the Covid response.  The local response team partnered with Central Government and 
Health who supported the local community with everything from food, medicine to firewood.   
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• With Health doing the response a lot of the work for the local response team entailed not getting 
community transition and making sure testing regimes were in place.   

• When out of response phase the recovery was led by Central Government with Ministry of Social 
Development in partnership with Health.  One of the elements was the foreign nationals that were 
caught in New Zealand.  At last count there were 55,000 still left in the country.  There is the RSE in 
Marlborough which means that there are a large number of foreign workers here for vintage. There are 
some here studying and others just working generally.  Current visa restrictions have been extended.  
These people are being looked after by Department of Internal Affairs and the Red Cross.  RSE 
workers will be sent home when they can, but with international travel restrictions, border closures 
and/or the expense it is difficult to repatriate people back to their home countries.  There are a number 
that would rather stay in NZ during this time. 

• Council has processes in place for any further outbreaks in partnership with Health and Police. 

8. Post Covid Update – Neil Henry (MDC) 
• Neil is the Strategic Planning and Economic Development Manager at Council.  Early on he was 

asked to take a lead in identifying the economic recovery for Marlborough over and above what the 
Government was doing with Ministry of Social Development and wage subsidies, tax breaks and so 
on.   

• From late February there were meetings in Council weekly with industries such as crayfish and 
forestry.  This was at a time when borders hadn’t closed, there wasn’t an infection rate and the 
lockdown wasn’t in place.  When lockdown happened there was a wider discussion, particularly with 
the wine industry which was just going into harvest and had a lot of people just arrived in the country. 

• Council closed on 25 March with staff going home.  In early April Council was asked to establish a 
group or several groups and contact with the community mostly over Zoom, regarding economic 
recovery.  A structure was established, with a leadership group called Team of which Clr Taylor was 
the Chair.  The members of the leadership group were from industry, iwi, Government and Council and 
had networks to local professionals such as lawyers and accountants connected to local business.  An 
industry advisory group was also established drawn from the bigger group of people that had been 
meeting from late February.   

• There was some difficulty trying to gauge the impacts on business as best could be determined, 
during Level 4 and Level 3.  In addition what projects did business think would help them overcome 
problems they could foresee?  The group did about 40 interviews asking questions around supply 
chains, customers, markets and workforce and so on, to build a picture of what the impact would be as 
best they could tell and what projects could be to help overcome that.  The report was launched on 
22 May 2020.   

• There were three data sources:  the survey with 40 companies, 182 surveys done by the Regional 
Business Partner Programme and Infometrics did an early estimates report in April.   The industries 
most effect appeared to be hospitality, tourism and retail.  Forestry looked like they were going to be 
affected, and from a market point of view is way below nationally where it could have been.  Wine is 
subject to what happens in the market which is a little unknown right now.  However they did get 
through a very good harvest so supply is good. 

• Council did put money aside for funding additional support for community organisations, some key 
buildings such as the swimming pool and others, to help fund them over period when there was loss of 
revenue.  $860,000 was put aside in May, some of which was for the likes of free parking ($89,000 per 
month), not charging for a year for occupying the footpath (table and chairs), local campaign of Buy 
Marlborough, providing additional business support which the Government support did not cover, 
more recently into the under 30’s through the Graham Dingle Foundation.  This latter group has been 
significantly affected because of the downturn in hospitality, retail and tourism industries.   

• Neil gave everyone a brochure outlining Phase 1 of Marlborough’s Economic Recovery Response 
Plan for Covid-19.  This along with the full report of Phase 1, and The Economic impacts of the Covid-
19 pandemic on the Marlborough District – Early Estimates May 2020 are available on the MDC 
website:  

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-emergency-management/covid-19-novel-
coronavirus/the-economic-action-marlborough-team-group/reports-team-group 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-emergency-management/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/the-economic-action-marlborough-team-group/reports-team-group
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-emergency-management/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/the-economic-action-marlborough-team-group/reports-team-group
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• The end of Phase 1 was 22 May.  Phase 2 is a bigger piece of work, asking people what they think the 
impact is at Level 1, hoping to get a richer picture of what the impact might be in the future.  Then 
identification of key projects that might be able to assist them.   

• There have been some successes with Government asking for ‘shovel ready’ projects which have 
already provided some additional funding to Council. 

• It will probably take another 3 months to get another image of what is going on.  There will surveys, 
discussions with industry, more information from Infometrics and from there a better picture of what 
needs to be done. 

• In order to get a Sounds perspective, Neil suggested that if members are noticing changes in their 
local economies, is there a new ‘normal’ in the Sounds, differences in bach use, different groups using 
or not using the Sounds as a destination, and so on, he would be open to members emailing him 
direct on:  neil.henry@marlborough.govt.nz 

• Recent information from Infometrics is that their predictions done in April have been revised and they 
are now saying that the impact will still happen but it will be later, that is, it may not be as bad in the 
next 9 months as they thought it would be, but it may take another 9 months longer to recover at the 
end of it.  There is a huge impact hidden at the moment which will become more apparent over the 
next 6 months. 

9. Post Covid Recovery Update – Alan Johnson (MDC) 
• Alan gave an update on environmental projects, attached as Appendix 1. 

• During lockdown Government announced a $1.3 billion funding and asked for ‘shovel ready’ 
environmental projects.  This is about jobs, putting money into the environment as well as 
infrastructure.  The first slide is about where the funds are in different agencies.  (This is not easily 
read in the appendix unless using x400.) 

• The Government has already made announcements about where some of the money is going but 
there is still a lot to be applied to the community and stakeholders.  Some of the money will be phased 
out over 2020, 2021 and beyond.   

• The $200 million will be allocated to DoC and then distributed through the Kotahitanga Alliance, who 
will be the lead for the Jobs for Nature.  They will allocate the funds to various alliances that will be set 
up around the country.  The Top of the South already has an alliance in place Kotahitanga mō te 
Taiao Alliance formed by all of the Councils, the eight Iwi of Te Tau Ihu and DoC.   

• During the lockdown, Alan’s team put together a set of proposals for ‘shovel ready’ environmental 
projects.  Priorities were to submit projects that were existing ‘shovel ready’; were in the Environment 
Plan or community plans already in place and could be scaled up.  Proposals put forward for 
Government funding were:  predator control around SNAs; key ecosystem sites and some in the 
Sounds; biosecurity wilding conifer control outside the scope of the existing programme; SNAs and 
wetland protection which was seen as underfunded and needing further resourcing; land management 
catchment care; Te Hoiere Project and coastal process including multibeam data interpretation of 
Pelorus and more multibeam work.   

• Some decisions have been received, including funding ($3.7 million out of a potential $13.9 million 
over the next 4 years) for wilding conifer control most of which is for South Marlborough, but some 
also for the Marlborough Sounds.  (Slide 2 of presentation.)   

• MfE have allocated funds for the catchment care programme (total cost $1.75 million over 5 years) for 
work in degraded catchments such as Are Are Creek, Linkwater and Tuamarina.  All the programmes 
are co-ordinated partnership programmes. 

11.40 am Steve Murrin joined the meeting 

• NMIT are looking at training young people coming out of college to work in the Jobs for Nature 
Programme. 

mailto:neil.henry@marlborough.govt.nz
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• Any potential projects – speak with Alan. 

10. Te Hoiere Project – Heli Wade Project Manager 
• Heli gave a presentation, attached as Appendix 2, the Indicative Business Case Summary, attached 

as Appendix 3 and the Te Hoiere/Pelorus Project Newsletter #1, July 2020, attached as Appendix 4. 

• This project has been going on for a few years and with Heli’s employment in March this year, is being 
driven forward.  An Indicative Business Case was developed which outlines the strategic background.  
The attached Appendix 3 gives a good understanding of what is happening with the project.  The lead 
agencies are Marlborough District Council, DoC and Ngati Kuia with support from MPI and MoE who 
sit in the governance group established in June 2020. 

• The project is about identifying the issues and involving the community and having their participation 
from the start.  The community is starting to be involved now with the first community meeting held at 
the Havelock Hall on Thursday.  106 community members turned up which was a fantastic response. 

• Any questions or want to get involved in project next steps please contact Heli at email address:  
heli.wade@marlborough.govt.nz. 

11. Marlborough Roads Update – Steve Murrin 
• Generally Council’s policy is that signage for a bay will occur if there is public beach access in that 

bay.  Alternatively DoC will also do signposting.   

• There has been a new contract for Marlborough Roads which commenced on 1 April 2020.  It is a 
50/50 joint venture between HEB and Fulton Hogan, with about 50 people. 

• Lucan Orchard manages the network north of the Wairau River and the Sounds has been split into two 
zones; Picton (including Queen Charlotte Drive, Kenepuru, Port Underwood area) and the Pelorus 
(including Pelorus, Rai Valley, French Pass, Tennyson Inlet).  There are cyclic crews operating in both 
zones.   

• A requirement of the contract is that 30% of the work is undertaken by local contractors.   

• Still responsible for bridges and all Council owned jetties, besides roading. 

• Any problems with maintenance can be reported to:  adminsadmin@marlboroughroads.com or 
admin@marboroughroads.com or alternatively ring 0800 213 213. 

• Kenepuru Road is short of gravel – this will be rectified shortly. 

• French Pass Road above McLaren Bay Road – WSP Geotech looking at it now and Steve hoping for 
an affordable design before Christmas. 

• The Marlborough Roads office is taking on two new staff, a network manager and a planner.  There is 
a lot more strategic planning and programming going to happen with the new team.  Strategic planning 
is something they have struggled with in the past.  The new planner will be looking at the whole of the 
district. 

12. Monitoring Enforcement – Gina Ferguson (MDC) 
• There is a regional special interest group for compliance and monitoring in New Zealand, made up of 

regional and unitary authorities.  Council compliance managers and some staff attend this about twice 
a year.  Through this they have worked on Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Activity (CME) 
Best Practise within New Zealand.  One of the initiatives rolled out was audit by peer review of 
everyone’s CME which involves two different Councils auditing another Council and providing a report 
and giving feedback.  This audit process has been rolled out through the country.  Marlborough’s 
report card from this audit process has been very good.  This audit looked at process of how CME is 
done, training, record keeping, enforcement practises, and investigation and so on. 

mailto:heli.wade@marlborough.govt.nz
mailto:adminsadmin@marlboroughroads.com
mailto:admin@marboroughroads.com
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• MfE were capturing information that all Councils do with regard to resource consenting, monitoring of 
consents, enforcement action etc.   Comparisons between Councils using these statistics are difficult 
because the group didn’t feel they were capturing a full picture.  The special interest group started 
running their own CME report which has been done twice now.  It gathers similar data as the Ministry 
but in a way that makes it more comparable. 

• The latest full report can be viewed at:  https://www.lgnz.co.nz/assets/Uploads/CME-Metrics-Report-
2018-19.pdf.  

• There is a strategic monitoring programme In Marlborough.  Not all consents are monitored, priorities 
are based on risk.  Risk is based on the potential environmental risk, whether there is any NES or 
regional direction that might drive the monitoring; the public expectation; compliance history; and so 
on.  At the moment forestry is number one; others include dairying, winery waste water, marine farms, 
New Zealand King Salmon.  The monitoring strategy is reviewed every couple of years. 

• There are QA panels (panel of peers) that review non-compliance decisions, look at what has 
occurred, the effects, the recommendation and then support the decision or recommend an alternate 
decision.  Where there is an escalation to Court, there is an enforcement and prosecution committee 
that makes the decision which includes an independent legal counsel from Wellington.  These 
processes are put in place to try to keep a separation not just for Council but also providing 
consistency in a proportionate response to enforcement across all matters being dealt with. 

• There are reports on enforcement that go to Environment Committee on a regular basis and are 
available on the MDC website. 

Clr Oddie joined the meeting 

Lunch 12.30 pm to 1.00 pm 

13. SNA Programme – Terrestrial, Pete Hamill (MDC) 
• Pete’s presentation is attached as Appendix 5. 

• The Significant Natural Areas Programme (SNA) is a voluntary programme.  When a habitat looks like 
it would meet the significance criteria, an approach is made to the landowner.  They may choose to 
have nothing to do with the programme in which case Council just moves on.  There has been a 
reasonable success rate with 75 to 80 percent over the period and an increasing participation over the 
years.  All information is held confidential between Council and the landowner. 

• There is a set of assessment criteria which is ranked by an ecologist to determine whether it is an 
SNA.  The purpose is to identify, protect and carry on into perpetuity, the SNA.  When identified there 
is Council funding which is used for enhancement and protection. 

1.10 pm Richard Conningham joined the meeting 

1.12 pm Councillor Taylor joined the meeting. 

14. SNA Programme – Marine Coastal Area, Oliver Wade (MDC) 
• Oliver talked about the findings from the programme this year.  Monitoring is usually done through the 

latter half of the summer.  Monitoring in the field this year to identify new sites was limited with the 
advent of Covid. 

• The report for the year can be found at:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/
Environment/Coastal/Significant%20Marine%20Sites%20Monitoring%20Update%20List/Significant_M
arine_Sites_Monitoring_Report_2020.pdf 

• 13 new sites were identified throughout Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui and Tory Channel.  Only 
two were physically visited.  Using multibeam data collected a couple of years ago and bathymetry 
data were able to better delineate the edges of the sites more effectively than was previous.  This led 
to an increase to the level of information. 

https://www.lgnz.co.nz/assets/Uploads/CME-Metrics-Report-2018-19.pdf
https://www.lgnz.co.nz/assets/Uploads/CME-Metrics-Report-2018-19.pdf
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Environment/Coastal/Significant%20Marine%20Sites%20Monitoring%20Update%20List/Significant_Marine_Sites_Monitoring_Report_2020.pdf
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Environment/Coastal/Significant%20Marine%20Sites%20Monitoring%20Update%20List/Significant_Marine_Sites_Monitoring_Report_2020.pdf
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Environment/Coastal/Significant%20Marine%20Sites%20Monitoring%20Update%20List/Significant_Marine_Sites_Monitoring_Report_2020.pdf


Sounds Advisory Group Meeting Notes 3 August 2020 

Page 8 

• NIWA are doing further work to identify areas where there are going to be significant marine sites and 
there is further information being collected in the Pelorus Sound.  Funding is being requested from 
Central Government for further work.   

• The SNA is being reviewed this winter, and will be looking at ways to incorporate the multibeam data, 
how to use new data types to determine new sites.  In addition will be looking at whether the SNA 
Marine Site Programme is going to meet the needs to implement the new Marlborough Environment 
Plan. 

• The SNA Marine Programme does take into account some of the estuaries, not all.  Part of an estuary 
might be a significant marine site, part might be a significant wetland in the freshwater sense and part 
might be a SNA.  There may be overlaps, and this needs to be reviewed. 

1.27 pm Jane Tito joined the meeting 

15. Three Waters – Richard Coningham (MDC) 
• This is a Government reform resulting from the Havelock North water infection of campylobacter. 

• In the last 6 months there has been national restructuring of three waters – water supply, sewerage 
and stormwater with current concentration on water supply and sewerage.  Legislation has been put 
through to put in a new regulator with much stronger powers than the water assessors have had 
previously.   

• There is a new definition of water supply under the new drinking water standards.  Previously a 
population of 25 or more would be classed as a small water supply.  The new regulations are that if 
there is a bore or water supply out of the ground wherever it is coming from that is supplying more 
than one household it would be classed as a water supply and that community would then fall under 
the new drinking water regulations. 

• Government are aware of smaller private communities around the country (similar to those in the 
Sounds).  The response when brought to their attention, is these smaller communities will be dealt 
with further down the track.  The next three years there will be focus on municipal supplies. 

• Part of the restructuring is that five to six publicly owned water companies will be established across 
the country and Council assets will be merged into those groupings.  In those groupings will be a 
larger metro which will help subsidize costs for smaller schemes.  It is expected these companies will 
be formed by mid-2023. 

1.45 pm Ned Wells left the meeting 

• Clr Taylor added that this in effect is a nationalisation of assets.  There has been a lot of feedback by 
Councils to central Government.  There is an opportunity for Councils to opt out, but the Government 
will more than likely incentivise funding for these entities, which means ratepayers would be going it 
alone if they opt out.  For ratepayers it is a matter of significance so will have to go out for 
consultation.  Councils would be trading assets for a shareholding in the companies.   

• More information is available on the Department of Internal Affairs website:  
https://www.dia.govt.nz/Three-Waters-Reform-Programme 

1.50 pm Richard Coningham left the meeting 

16. Freedom Campers – Jane Tito (MDC) 
• If having issues around freedom campers, please call Council on 03 572400.  You will be put on to a 

ranger or contractor.   

• There will be no cross-warranting between DoC and Council. 

• If unsure about whether DoC or Council is responsible for a particular area, call Council on the above 
number to find out. 

https://www.dia.govt.nz/Three-Waters-Reform-Programme
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• The Freedom Camping Council By-law is going out on Thursday and is open for submissions from 7 
August closing on 7 September.  The Statement of Proposal, Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2020 and 
other information is on the website and submissions can be made on-line at the following address: 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/freedom-camping-bylaw-2012/proposed-
freedom-camping-bylaw-2020/?ed-step=1 

1.55 pm Alec McNeil joined the meeting 

• Some central Government funding was available to employ an independent expert to do a full review 
of freedom camping in Marlborough.  This was to ensure there was going to be a balanced review.  
That report and the site assessment report, data etc will become available on the website when the 
bylaw is notified.  Not all recommendations made in the report were adopted. 

• Central Government are going to do a review of the Freedom Camping Act next year. 

2.00 pm Jane Tito left the meeting 

17. Land Transitional Fund – Eric Jorgesson 
• Eric attended the Planning and Finance Committee meeting to support the concept around the 

sustainable Land Transitional Fund which was well received.  The initial proposal for three stages has 
been pared back to two stages.  Initial funding of $50 K was received from Council. 

• This work will support Te Hoiere Project and Kotahitanga mō te Taiao strategy.   

• MPI have made contact to team up to do this work. 

• Next steps will be to sit down with Council to discuss how to progress this.  

• Eric thanked Alan and Clr Faulls for progressing this issue after the February meeting. 

18. Green Waste – Alec McNeil (MDC) 
• Linda advised that with the closing of the green waste disposal facilities for the Penzance community 

there have been increased instances of waste being dumped over the side of the road.  She 
understands that options are being investigated, but in the interim she urged Council to make dumping 
facilities available at the Rai Valley Refuse Station. 

• There is no private, Council or DoC land available in Penzance Bay suitable for a burning site.  She 
requested that a portable commercial mulcher funded by Council travelling around the Sounds visiting 
smaller communities with road access on monthly basis would solve the problem.  Enquiries with 
Marlborough Tree Care, a commercial operator from Blenheim suggests it could be workable. 

• It is believed that unless some solution is found there will be an abundance of domestic flowers and 
weeds throughout the Tennyson reserve.  Linda believes this also applies to Duncan Bay. 

• Alec suggested that even if Council provided a service at a cost, the same behaviour of dumping will 
more than likely continue.  The behaviour of those dumping needs to change rather than looking at 
whose responsibility it is.  Clr Taylor reinforced that solutions can be found but this will involve a rating 
cost.   

• A new 6 year waste plan with strategic direction is being drafted for the Long Term Plan.  This should 
reflect conversations that have been had with the community.  More information to be released in the 
next month about part one of the consultation and that is the opportunity to put views forward.   

2.35 pm Alec McNeilleft the meeting 

19. .DoC Update - Kaja Vetter  
• Kaja’s update is attached as Appendix 6. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/freedom-camping-bylaw-2012/proposed-freedom-camping-bylaw-2020/?ed-step=1
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/freedom-camping-bylaw-2012/proposed-freedom-camping-bylaw-2020/?ed-step=1
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20. General Discussion (other items) 
Goats on Ronga Saddle and southern side of Okiwi Bay – Rob Schuckard 
Rob brought up the issue of goats at the last meeting in February.  The goats are now in vicinity of Elaine 
Bay turnoff.  Kaja will follow this up with DoC. 

DoC have limited resources for carrying out goat control, however, the department is looking at coordinating 
goat control in bays using the Deer Stalkers Association. 

Action 2 above – Judy Hellstrom 
Judy brought up the issue of the letter sent by Council and DoC to ratepayers regarding driving across the 
wetlands.  The letter has not been effective and behaviour has worsened with about six quadbike events 
each day.  There are a number of people who live in the bay who are not ratepayers and unless the Council 
and/or Doc are prepared to have a face to face with the offenders, nothing will happen. 

The Russians community celebration – Judy Hellstrom 

A local Picton Russian resident called Sergei wants a celebration of the 200th anniversary of Fabian 
Bellingshausen’s visit to New Zealand in 1820.  He is keen to bring the Russian Navy training ship to New 
Zealand early next year for a celebration.  Volunteer/s are wanted to work with Sergei and the wider Russian 
community to help make an event happen.  

Open Ocean Aquaculture – Eric Jorgesson 
Eric attended a working group for 2 days in Nelson to develop guidelines and monitoring regimes.  He was 
concerned with the apparent lack of strategic planning and complementary guidelines and wanted to bring 
this to Council’s attention.   

Clr Faulls suggested Eric document his thoughts on this issue and send them to the Sounds Ward 
Councillors for on-sending to the Chief Executive and Mayor. 

3.00 pm Judy left the meeting 

3.05 pm Linda left the meeting 

Coastal Erosion – Vic Koller 
Clr Faulls advised she had received a letter from Peter Standish and has forwarded this on to find out what is 
likely to happen.  Vic advised some Sounds residents would like to help out more with this issue but have 
been advised that they are not to do so as it would more than likely not be compliant.  Some Best Practise 
guidelines would be helpful. 

New Cellphone Tower – Tim Greenhough 
The new cellphone tower in Okiwi Bay is G4 and has to be for G4 compatible phones.  G3 is needed as well. 

SAG Review – Alan Johnson 
To be discussed next meeting.  Some work is being done on the SAG review.  An early draft will be sent out 
before the next meeting and Alan will welcome any comments/feedback. 

Proposed Dates for meetings in 2020 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16 November 2020. 

The meeting closed at 3.10 pm. 



 

Actions from the Previous Meeting – 17 February 2020 – not discussed 
on account of lack of time. 
 Action Person 

Responsible 

1.  
 

Provide an update on the SNA Programme and how to determine an SNA 
and the role of Council and DOC in relation to these areas. 

Oliver 

2.  Talk to David Hayes about a letter to residents of Endeavour Inlet (and 
possibly Queen Charlotte Track) regarding driving across the wetlands. 

Alan/David 
Hayes 

3.  Invite Policy team member to provide an update on NZCPS.  (Deferred until 
post MEP notification.) 

Alan 

4.  Meet with other Ward Councillors, Christine McNeil (Waste Management 
Plan) and Council staff to develop a template for small Sounds communities 
to remedy their waste management issues. 

Barbara 

5.  Set up a meeting with DOC and MDC staff (Jane Tito of Parks and Reserves) 
to discuss how the community should respond when freedom campers are in 
a prohibited area.  Who should they contact?  Should rangers be cross-
warranted?  How to determine what area is DOC and what is MDC? 

Margot/Barbara 

6.  Follow up on the Aquaculture Review working group members grievances 
and email them before the next meeting. 

Barbara 

7.  Speak to Steve Murrin about signage for the bays, similar to that used up to 
Port Underwood. 

Barbara 

8.  Follow up Linda’s correct address – Duncan Bay v Tennyson Inlet. Barbara 

9.  Sustainable Land Transition Fund – Barbara will find out what has occurred 
with this proposed work and let the members know. 

Barbara/Alan 

10.  Barbara will identify Council staff to meet with a small group headed by Eric to 
talk about Council process and feedback to project participants. 

Barbara 

11.  Determine possible venues for the two offsite meetings for SAG this year. Alan/Barbara 

12.  Enquire about SAG invitations to the launch of the MEP. Alan 

13.  Are Alerts being duplicated on the MDC website (along with Antenno)? Barbara 

 

 

Actions from the Meeting 
 Action Person 

Responsible 

1.  
 

Discuss with Pete Hamill and Alan Johnson re the possibility of Harbours 
doing water sampling in the Sounds 

Clr Faulls 

2.  Follow up eradication of goats on the Ronga Saddle Kaja Vetter 
DoC 

.
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Phase I Te Hoiere/Pelorus Catchment Restoration Project 
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Appendix 6 

Department of Conservation Activities and Issues of Interest. 

 
Prepared for Sounds Advisory Group meeting 3 August 2020. 

Recreation 

• The Meretoto/Ships Cove septic system has been upgraded to cope with the gradual increase in 
numbers of people visiting this site. Unfortunately, this couldn't happen when planned due to 
Covid 19 and had to be done during the wetter months. This means that we will not be able to 
fully reinstate the grass area until early Spring. 

• Staff had relatively minor work to do Post-Covid with the majority of recreation facilities 
receiving no to minimal use during lockdown. Good weather meant only a few windfalls to clear 
off tracks. 

• More of our campsites are now on the national booking system so this should lead to an easier 
service for campers as well as helping to reduce the amount of cash that we handle. 

Biodiversity. 

• Considerable effort has gone into planting at Moawhitu reserve on D'Urville Island as part of the 
wetland restoration project being managed with Ngati Koata. Over 3000 plants have gone in so far 
this season with two more planting days planned. Plans are underway to address a recurring algal 
bloom situation in the dune impounded lake. 

• Our hunters have spent time on goat control in the Mt Stokes and Tennyson Inlet areas. They have 
also targeted pigs within the reserve area at the northern end of Arapaoa Island. 

• Weed control has concentrated on sites on Te Pakeka/Maud Island, Long Island and Oruawairua/ 
Blumine Island. Weeds such as Perriwinkle and Old Mans Beard have been the targets. 

• Members of the public have continued to report evidence of higher than usual deer numbers, 
especially in the Queen Charlotte Sound. Staff report similar evidence such as well grazed picnic 
and campsites with trimmed vegetation around the edges. Deer are back on Oruwairua/Blumine 
Island and 3 have been removed recently with several more to go. 

• GPS trackers have been fitted to more King Shags to bring the total to around 20 now. One 
hundred birds have now been banded. This will contribute to an improvement in our overall 
understanding of this species. 

• The annual rat monitoring work on D'Urville Island has been completed with usual numbers of 
Kiore and mice monitored. 

Community 

• We have not been successful yet in replacing the leases at Titirangi Farm Park. It is our intention to 
still provide for camping and bookings at the Shearers Quarters accommodation over the coming 
Spring and Summer months with interim grazing arrangements in place. 

• Staff have visited approximately 75% of the sites that have a Sounds Foreshore Reserve Permit. 
This is to check what is in place compared to what is on the permit before these permits are 
renewed in December. We are finding a growing list of things that will need to be addressed as 
part of this process. 
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