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File Ref: C230-001-M02 
Record No: 23133628 

Minutes for Meeting of the Sounds Advisory Group 

 held at the Marlborough District Council, Committee Room on 
Monday, 19 June 2023 commencing at 10.00 am 

Present: Clr Faulls, Clr Innes, Clr Minehan, Monyeen Wedge (Queen Charlotte Sound), Ross Withell 
(Kenepuru & Central Sounds), Vic Koller (Moetapu Bay), Eric Jorgensen (Sustainable Seas), Wayne 
Boustridge (Te Whanganui/Port Underwood), Rawinia Puna (French Pass), Dick Kearlsey (Cissy Bay), Tim 
Greenhough (Okiwi Bay), Lynley Perkins (Central Pelorus/Te Hoiere) 

Attending via Teams: Poneke Rene (Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island), Emma Hopkinson-Young 
(Outer Pelorus/Te Hoiere), Linda Booth (Duncan Bay), and Ned Wells (MFA). 

MDC Staff Attending: Oliver Wade (Environmental Scientist), Katie Littlewood (Principal Coastal 
Scientist), Alan Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager), Captain Jake Oliver 
(Harbourmaster), James Mills-Kelly (Land Resource Officer), Dave Parsons, (Senior Advisor, Community 
Resilience) and Gary Spence (Emergency Services Officer), Neil Henry (Project Manager Marlborough 
Sounds Access Study) and Bernadette Brooklands (Secretary). 

1. Welcome and Introductions.  

Clr Faulls welcomed members to the hui and Rawinia Puna performed the opening karakia.  

Apologies –  

Vikki Ambrose and Jodi Milne (MPI), Dr John Cretney (Cissy Bay), Clr Burgess, Dave Hayes (DOC), 
George Shallcrass (Chair, Top of The South Wood Council), Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads), 
Sylvie Filipo (Environmental Manager, Te Ātiawa Manawhenua Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust), Shon Emerson 
(Kaiuma Bay) and Hara Adams (Kaihautū - Manager Māori Partnerships). 

2. Confirmation of minutes 20 March 2023 – previously emailed to members. 

The minutes of 20 March 2023 were taken as read.  
Clr Faulls moved / Seconded Ross Withell.  Carried 

3. Actions from the previous meeting. 
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 Action Person 
Responsible 

 Outcome 

1 Clr Faulls and FENZ to liaise with Linda Booth regarding communications in event of an emergency.   Darren Crawford 
(FENZ)/Clr 
Faulls  

 Completed 

Clr Faulls to follow up with Steve Trigg (Community Risk 
Manager, Marlborough) 

2 Portage update (ongoing item) Clr Faulls   Ongoing item.   

Written item due from MDC Environmental Protection Team.  Clr 
Faulls to get written update & email to the group.  

3 Can DOC, and Rata Foundation can speak with MfE to work cohesively for pest control. Clr Faulls  Completed.   

See Appendix 1 

4 Provide Vic with name of person to speak to about the possum traps. Clr Faulls   Completed  

5 Invite Mike Aviss and James Mills-Kelly from MDC to speak on suitable plantings that the communities could 
plant to help with the effects of erosion from the rain. 

MDC  Completed. 

James Mills- Kelly presented at the 19 June hui. 

6 Arrange a meeting with farmers and landowners for James Mills-Kelly to speak on hillside erosion.   Clr Faulls  Completed. 

Dates booked in.  

7 Presentation on the Restoration Project.  Oliver Wade and 
Eric Jorgenson  

 Completed. 

Oliver & Eric presented at the 19 June hui  

8 Speak to Ned Wells from MFA if fisheries can be involved in the Sounds Advisory Group. Eric 
Jorgenson/Ned 
Wells  

 Ongoing. 

Eric Jorgensen to speak with Ned Wells about commercial 
fishery involvement rather than Fisheries.  

9 Enquire with Fisheries if the commercial divers have a licensed quota for taking sea cucumbers from Lochmara 
Bay.  

Clr Faulls   Completed. 

Information attached as Appendix 2 

10 Provide Wayne Boustridge with the Emergency Management Centre contact to assist with a contingency plan.  Clr Faulls   Completed. 

Wayne advised this is going well. 

11 Invite Dave Parsons and Gary Spence from the Emergency Operations Centre to our next meeting to speak 
contingency plans.  

Clr Faulls  Completed. 

Presented at the 19 June hui. 

12 Ask Waka Kotahi if they can make a clear statement in their next newsletter regarding yellow stickered homes 
and truck access.  

Clr Faulls   Completed. 

Written comment received “Just confirming, this is for properties 
along the Keneperu Road specifically?  I’m sure that Steve 
would be considering this to be an essential service and 
assuming the trucks fit within the current restrictions then it won’t 
be an issue.  I’ll follow up with the comms team”. 

13 Why do all over length vehicles on the Mahakipawa hill need a pilot vehicle when over length vehicles carting 
gravel for roading work do not? 

Clr Faulls/Steve 
Murrin 

 Completed. 
Written response received – “I would say that this is due to some 
people not following the rules.  If people can let us know some 
details around the company and/or rego number when they see 
this happening we can follow it up.” 
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4. Navigational Bylaw Review and Channel Dredging (Captain Jake Oliver, Harbourmaster) – 
See Appendix 3  

 Captain Oliver presented his PowerPoint on the Navigational Bylaw.  

 The Navigation Bylaw opened on 15 June and closes 1 October.  See link for Council website 
to have your say 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-consultations  

https://haveyoursay.marlborough.govt.nz/information-management/navigation-bylaw/  

 From the MDC website: 

The Marlborough District Council (Council) is proposing to replace its 2009 Navigation Bylaw. 

Under the Maritime Transport Act 1994 (MTA), the Council has the authority to regulate ports, 
harbours, waters and maritime-related activities in the Marlborough region. 

Under section 33M of the MTA, the Council has the power to make bylaws for the purpose of 
ensuring maritime safety in the region. 

In 2010 the Council adopted the Navigation Bylaw 2009 which covered all areas in Marlborough 
within the specified harbour limits. That bylaw came into force on 1 July 2010. 

Our Proposal 

We are proposing that we replace the Navigation Bylaw 2009 with the 
Proposed Draft Bylaw (PDF,2.6MB) 
 
We want to replace the Navigation Bylaw 2009 to maintain a similar bylaw to the 2009 Bylaw, 
but with minor amendments to address key issues (ahead of a broader review process) and 
improve the clarity of the Bylaw. 

Have your say -  

The views of people who live, work and play in Marlborough are important.  Council would like 
your feedback on the proposed changes and proposed new bylaws.  Anyone can make a 
submission.  Your submission can support or oppose the proposals. 

Questions/Answers 

 Monyeen Wedge asked if the fees and charges could be used to employ more people? 

o Captain Oliver advised it would be a Council decision, not a Harbours decision.   

 Eric Jorgensen asked why jet skis can be registered but not a vessel? 

o Captain Oliver advised that the registration number on the jet skis are kept in the jet ski 
register, however under the Navigational Bylaw, boats are not required to be registered 
but only to be named.   

 Vic Koller asked about the mussel boats in Mahau Sound that create loud engine noise and 
what can be done about this. 

o Captain Oliver advised that commercial boats may not have a noise emittance restriction.  
Action Point for Captain Oliver to investigate if boats are required to have a limited 
decimal level.   

 Vic Koller also asked if the boats in Pelorus Sound need a wake restriction like the ferries? 

o Action Point Captain Oliver will enquire with Oliver Wade, MDC Nautical Scientist. 

 Linda Booth asked regarding incorporating water ski lanes, how will this be monitored, and will 
these only be allocated via Resource Consents? 

o Action Point for Captain Oliver to enquire if Worlds End is a legal ski lane. 

o After the hui, Captain Oliver noted that he is still enquiring into the ski lane, however, 
nothing from the Bylaw states that ski lanes are permitted under the maritime rules and 
the Harbourmaster regulates the use of the lanes not the creation of them.  When ski 
lanes are in effect it is the only activity permitted in them, however if the ski lane is not 
being used for the intended purpose, then other activities can take place. 
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 It was asked how the material from dredging would be disposed of? 

o Captain Oliver advised it would be a mix of land disposal and marine disposal. 

Attendance: Clr Innes joined the hui at 10:51 am 

Attendance: Captain Jake Oliver left the hui at 11.00 am  

5. Response and Community Planning (Dave Parsons and Gary Spence, Emergency 
Management Operations Center) – see Appendix 4 

 Dave Parsons and Gary Spence introduced themselves and outlined their roles within the 
emergency management team and presented their PowerPoint on Response and Community 
Planning. 

 The emergency coordination center is a level 4 building which means it can run off its own 
power, water and sewage systems with a store of food so they can still operate during an event.   

 The NZ RT20 are an accredited Response Team that are able to be deployed nationally. 

 Dave Parsons attended the recent cyclone in Auckland and Hawkes Bay as a member of RT20. 

 A resilience study is currently underway for Marlborough focusing on community resilience 
towards major risks such as flooding/storms/Alpine Fault risk/earthquakes. 

 Carbon dating of sediments shows when a major earthquake is due to occur.  There is a 75% 
chance of a major shake within the next 50 years.  

 Tsunami: Look for natural signs and not rely on sirens.  There are no sirens in the Marlborough 
area however, there is a phone warning system that could be activated.  If there has been a 
long or strong earthquake self-evacuate to higher ground immediately.  A tsunami may not be a 
large wave but could be a strong and high tidal surge.  You can view the Tsunami Inundation 
map on Council website here https://smartmaps.marlborough.govt.nz/  

 See MDC website for more information https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/civil-defence-
emergency-management/an-emergency-how-well-inform-you  

How you will be informed in an emergency -  

Listen to the radio for updates and warnings. If you don't have power, use a battery powered 
radio, a car radio or listen in online. 

RNZ National  567 AM or 101.7 FM 

Newstalk ZB   92.1 FM 

Radio Live   95.3 FM Blenheim and 92.3 FM Picton 

The Hits   96.9 FM Blenheim and 89.1 FM Picton 

More FM   92.9 FM Blenheim and 94.7 FM Picton 

The Breeze   89.7 FM Blenheim and 98.7 FM Picton 

Brian FM   Marlborough Emergency Management can broadcast live on Brian FM in an 
emergency: 

 100.9FM - Blenheim 

 104.3FM - Seddon & Awatere Valley 

 105.9FM - Picton 

 100.1FM - Havelock 

They can also broadcast on maritime radio on Channels 63 and 65. 

Emergency mobile alerts: if you receive an emergency mobile alert, stop what you're doing 
and follow the instructions.  Not all phones are capable of receiving alerts, so if you receive one, 
let others know.  If you do not, there are lots of other ways to stay informed during an 
emergency.  www.civildefence.govt.nz   
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Get informed.  Use MetService to stay on top of the best advice about the weather.  Go to 
Geonet for geological hazard information for New Zealand. 

Go to the MetService website 

Go to the Geonet website 

 
Figure 1: Tsunami Inundation map from MDC Website. 

Questions/Answers 

 Clr Minehan had a question from his communities which was if people have been displaced, 
can they go to the local community hall?  It was agreed that yes, go to a community center 
which will act as an emergency hub till further help comes.   

 Linda Booth advised that there are many areas in the Sounds that do not have a hall or a 
church such as Duncan Bay.  It was advised that in those areas it may come down to the locals 
supporting each other in a house that is not damaged until assistance can arrive.   

Attendance:  Gary Spence and Dave Parsons left the hui at 12.00 noon  
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6. Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study (Neil Henry, Project Manager Marlborough Sounds 
Access Study - MDC) 

A series of Community Drop In days have been arranged for late June as part of the engagement 
process for the Marlborough Sounds Future Access Study.  We will be sharing the preferred options 
that were discussed at the Governance Advisory Group meeting in late April.  For those that are based 
in Nelson, note that we will be holding an event there on 27 June.  For those further afield, we will be 
holding an online meeting on 26 June. 

From 16 June see the Council website here: https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/roads-and-
transport/marlborough-sounds-future-access-study 
 
The engagement period, closes at 5.00 pm on 11 July.  People can provide feedback on the options 
considered in the study, in particular the ‘emerging preferred options’ and ‘hazard adaptation 
pathways’.  At the sessions, people can pick up the printed versions of the engagement booklet and 
ask the project team questions.  

The engagement documents and survey are now live on the project website  

The documents are: 

 The engagement booklet and two videos which outline the emerging preferred options and 
hazard adaptation pathways, and their estimated costs. 

 The other options booklet, which provides details about the other options considered by the 
project team. 

 Geology assessments. 

 An economic analysis. 

 The strategic case. 

Tuesday 20 June 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm Blenheim, Landsdowne Park Sports Hub 

Wednesday 21 June 10.00 am – 12.00 pm Waitaria Bay Hall 

Thursday 22 June 10.00 am – 12.00 pm French Pass Hall 

Friday 23 June 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm Linkwater Hall 

Monday 26 June 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

5.30 pm – 7.30 pm 

Rai Valley, The Millers Rest 

Zoom online call 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83594599876[CW|PA1] 

Tuesday 27 June 3.00 pm – 5.00 pm Nelson, Trafalgar Centre Northern Extension 

Wednesday 28 June 12.00 pm – 2.00 pm Picton, Port Marlborough Pavilion 

 

Questions/Answers 

 Monyeen Wedge from Lochmara Bay asked what the rating impact of the Sounds Access Study 
preferred options would be for the Sounds Admin Rating Area, as it has a lower weighting for 
roading than other rating areas in Marlborough. 

o After the meeting Neil Henry spoke to Martin Fletcher, MDC Chief Financial Officer and 
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provided the following update: 

Mr Fletcher indicated that it would be a quarter of the rate for the other rating areas.  
Therefore, for the example in the engagement document: 

Land value (not property value) - $300,000 
Rating impact – 71% FAR = $53 per annum; 51% FAR = $75 per annum; 0% FAR = 
$130.75 per annum. 

Land value (not property value)  - $5,000,000 
Rating impact – 71% FAR = $888 per annum, 51% FAR = $1,251 per annum; 0% FAR = 
$2,178 per annum. 

People can find the land values of their property on the Council website: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/rates-search 

 Dick Kearlsey asked if trucks are paying the road user charges and an extra fee for bringing 
logs in and out from the Sounds?  Action point noted that Clr Faulls will enquire with 
Marlborough Roads. 

7. TOR and Member Travel Expenses (Clr Faulls)   

 A discussion was held on TOR and travel expenses for members who travel long distances to 
the meetings.  This was discussed at the last hui and the feeling is that there needs to be a 
review of volunteer/payment policy and potentially a reset at Long Term Plan time.   

Questions/Answers 

 Eric Jorgensen felt that Council needs to revise their community group reimburse practices as 
members attend these meetings to provide their expert opinions and advice on behalf of their 
community.  

 Action Point noted that Clr Faulls and Alan Johnson will speak with Dean Heiford regarding 
TOR. 

 Clr Faulls and Alan Johnson thanked members for their input into creating the TOR. 

8. Portage (Clr Faulls)  

 Council is aware of the issue and the matter is under an active investigation, due to this it 
cannot be discussed further at this stage. 

9. The 3 Waters (Written update from MDC Chief Executive, Mark Wheeler)  

 The four Entity model has become a ten-entity model -  

MDC is now part of a Te Tau Ihu Entity with Tasman and Nelson.  There has been no change to 
our boundary i.e Ngai Tahu Takiwa boundary for South Marlborough but expectation that Te 
Tau Ihu entity will manage the Marlborough area within that Takiwa boundary. 

 Implementation has been given flexibility out to 1 July 2026 -  

Te Tau Ihu staff are talking to the DIA National Transition Unit to get work underway on the 
operational set up of the new entity .It is expected Te Tau Ihu could be operational by 1 July 
2025. 

 The delay in implementation  means any electoral change and possible reform of the  proposal ( 
e.g. National repealing it and giving Councils wider options) will not mean operational planning 
by Councils is totally wasted and  will be minimal anyway pre-election. 

 The Te Tau Ihu Entity will give MDC a seat on the Regional Representative Group.  We may not 
have had this representation if the 4-entity model had stayed in place.  There is very little 
(mainly technical only) other change in the new system. 

Attendance: Oliver Wade and Katie Littlewood joined the hui at 12.40 pm 

A short break was taken for lunch with the hui recommencing at 1.00 pm.  
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10. Hill Country Erosion Programme (James Mills-Kelly, MDC Land Resource Officer) – See 
Appendix 5 

 James presented his PowerPoint on the hill Country Erosion Programme.  

Questions/Answers 

 It was asked if three rotations of pines is too much. 

o James advised that this was extremely context-specific and outside his area of expertise.  
He noted that where pines were planted in an area with risk of erosion during harvest or 
extreme weather events assistance is available to look at retirement options.   

 Monyeen Wedge asked if planting willows is a good idea in the Sounds area? 

o James advised that willows and poplars should not be planted near waterways in the 
Sounds where spreading into sensitive environments is a possibility.  There are different 
species of both poplar and willow, some are less likely to present a spreading risk than 
others, and some are not recommended for planting in the Sounds.  These trees are 
suitable for erosion prone farmland where grazing pressure will limit suckering, and male 
non-seeding clones should be used. 

11. Restoration by Design Presentations (Oliver Wade – MDC Environmental Scientist, Katie 
Littlewood MDC Principal Coastal Scientist) and Blue Cod Sustainability Review and Shellfish 
Restoration (Eric Jorgensen) - See Appendix 6 

 Oliver introduced Katie Littlewood who will be Oliver’s replacement for the next 12 months.  You 
can contact Katie at Katie.Littlewood@marlborough.govt.nz  

 On the 27 September further hui’s will be held around the Ships Cove area on the Horse Mussel 
Restoration Project. 

 Eric noted that if you handle your live fish with a wet towel, this will damage the fish’s 
membrane and can cause infections in the scales.  Using wet hands is the best way to handle a 
fish. 

 September to December is closed fishing for Blue Cod as this is their spawning time. 

Questions/Answers 

 It was asked if there is a similar model to the Blue Cod model in other areas of the country. 

o It was noted that there is a similar model in Hawkes Bay. 

 Monyeen Wedge asked if the female Blue Cod could be kept in a marine protection area. 

o There are numerous marine protected areas, however due to the migratory patterns, it is 
difficult to keep them in a secluded area.   

 Clr Innes asked why fishing stores do not sell just soft bait and not hooks? 

o It was noted that there is no law against this.   

o Rawinia Puna noted that it would be good for the restoration group to speak to Iwi to gain 
traction on this issue. 

12. MFA Update (Ned Wells) 

 Awaiting the outcome of Variation 1. 

 SFFF funding for research in the Pelorus for mussel beds that the MFA developed three years 
ago. 

 King Shag population being monitored due to a decrease in numbers. 

Attendance: Ned Wells left the hui 2.39 pm 

13. DOC Update (Dave Hayes)- Apology  
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14. Marlborough Roads (Steve Murrin) 

Steve Murrin an apology today, however provided the following written update – 

 Culvert replacement works will be finished on Kenepuru Road by the middle of next week. 

 Seal and pothole repairs on Kenepuru are underway. 

 Hydroseeding of a number of damaged sites will be completed over the next few weeks.  Gravel 
road maintenance continues. 

 French Pass Road - Maintenance on unsealed roads continues on French Pass Road following 
completion of Te Towaka Port Ligar Road. 

 Road realignment at Fitzroy Bay is now completed. 

 Queen Charlotte Drive - Repair works at Havelock Causeway are now complete.  Hydroseeding 
is underway.  Further geotechnical investigations are about to commence on some of the 
damaged sites. 

15. MPI UPDATE –  

Vikki Ambrose an apology for today’s hui, however Vikki Ambrose provided the following written 
report.  

Marlborough Sounds Blue Cod Technical Group - (Vikki Ambrose – Senior Analyst Coastal 
Planning – Inshore Fisheries South)  

The group has met three times and compiled much of the available background information. 

Draft issues identified are as follows: 

1. Fishing pressure – Especially seasonal causing serial/multiple capture of sub-MLS cod in the 
inner Sounds.  F (mortality from fishing) is over three times the target.   The fishery is based on 
six and seven year-old cod while Blue Cod live for over 30 years. 

2. Population structure – Populations 70-80% male: length and age structure are truncated, and 
both are very low; spawning females are few in number and of small size.   Few female cod are 
over the minimum legal size of 33 cm. 

3. Release mortality – Hook and handling mortality, predation of released fish, up to 80% of cod 
caught are released. 

4. Habitat degradation – Restricted to effects of fishing, benthic impacts on sensitive habitat, both 
juvenile and adult. 

5. Larval and egg distribution- Is there any reaching the inner Sounds; are there any suitable larval 
settlement habitats? 

6. Shift of effort to Rangitoto ki te Tonga and Takapourewa – These areas are suspected as the 
source of larval and adult immigrants to the inner Sounds populations.   Increase in effort in 
outer Sounds from recreational fishers and commercial fishers. 

7. Management change causes shift of effort – Unintended consequences. 

The group has identified a major issue is sedimentation which has the potential to negate 
management actions.   This issue is beyond the control of fisheries legislation and is, therefore, of 
significant concern to the group.   The group will most likely reach out to MDC, DoC and forestry for 
mitigation of this serious problem which is affecting the whole marine ecosystem within the Sounds. 

Attendance: 3.12 pm Oliver Wade and Katie Littlewood left the hui. 

16. Sounds Representatives Updates  

 Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island (Poneke Rene) 

 New mail shed has been installed. 

 Roading issues ongoing. 

 The AGM is being held next week.  
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 Kenepuru & Central Sounds Residents Association (KCSRA) – (Ross Withell) 

 Potholes are being repaired.  

 The coin skip will be back up and running in about three weeks and the Portage skip bin 
will continue. 

 Sustainable Seas (Eric Jorgensen) 

 Nil further to add.  

 Moetapu Residents Association (Mahau Sound Outward Bound) (Vic Koller) 

 Pest control ongoing.  Some funding provided however the community need to raise 
$5000 to get this completed.   

 Great mahi with 100 traps borrowed from and set by a Koromiko couple to catch the 
possums in the Moetapu Bay area. 

 Queen Charlotte Residents Association (Monyeen Wedge) 

 Deer numbers reduced. 

 Appears to be a number of juvenile Wilding Pines growing in the bay. 

 Te Whanganui/ Port Underwood Residents Association (Wayne Boustridge)  

 Wayne Boustridge has been working with the Emergency Management Center to develop 
contingency plans for future weather events in the Te Whanganui/Port Underwood area.   

 Top of The South Wood Council (George Shallcrass) - Apology  

 Te Aumiti/French Pass (Rawinia Puna)  

 Spread of pest plants such as wattles when roadside cutting has been done and when 
pines fall down.   

 Clr Faulls to ask the Compliance Section about the new pine plantings in Cissy Bay. 
Action Point noted.  

 Duncan Bay Residents Association (Linda Booth) 

 Linda provided the following written update – 

 There is a cell site up and running in the bays now which has given us a slightly better 
service as long as there is power, and I believe the network connecting to the cell phone 
tower is via Fibre Optic Cable which runs between Havelock and Okiwi Bay.  Should this 
cable get damaged anywhere along the line then all cell communications within this area 
is cut along with any landline telephone and internet which is also feed via that cable, 
therefore again leaving a large percentage of the area without any coverage. 

 Outer Pelorus (Emma Hopkinson-Young) – Nil  

 Central Pelorus (Hopewell) (Lynley Perkins) 

 The local community were disappointed to no longer have skip bins provided and are 
prepared to have a user pays system as the nearest skip bin is at Portage (over one 
hours drive each way). 

 Lynley has contacted Steve Murrin questioning when the Kenepuru Road from Waitaria 
Bay to Hopewell will be gravelled and that the trucks transporting gravel from the Heads 
to Ellie/Crail/Hopai Bay are damaging the road.  Locals are hoping for a closer gravel 
source by revisiting the quarry at the top of the Crail Bay hill. 

 Many locals are having Starlink installed as the Spark network has become unreliable 
and appears to be overloaded.   Starlink costs $159 per month for unlimited high-speed 
internet and there is currently a special for rural installation of $199. 
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 Cellphone coverage is poor so looking forward to Starlink and One bringing in the new 
system. 

 Thanks to the Council, and Waka Kotahi for extending the water taxi and barge subsidy.  
This is such a help for people running businesses in the area. 

 Ungulate issues with animals coming down and eating people’s gardens. 

 Okiwi Bay (Tim Greenhough) 

 Updated the water system at a cost of $100 thousand dollars.  There are approximately 
200 households on the scheme. 

o Clr Faulls enquired with Council prior to the hui regarding funding assistance for 
small community water schemes to implement the new measures required under 
Taumata Arowai. 

 Stephen Rooney from Council advised that the following was announced last year, 
however he expects there will be thresholds which have to be met to gain this 
funding. https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/government-supports-better-drinking-
water-rural-k%C4%81inga-and-communities 

o John Cretney from Cissy Bay noted via email after the hui that if qualifying as a 
very small community (VSC) scheme for under 25 people the costs are minimal.  
Basically, two water tests per year or about $120.   If however, a scheme needs 
upgrading or if the size of the scheme necessitates installation of water treatment 
that’s a quite different story with significant costs involved. 

 Cissy Bay  

 Attended by Dick Kearlsey as Mr Cretney is on leave. 

 Kaiuma Bay (Shon Emerson)  

 Prior the hui, Mr Emerson enquired with Council stating the Kaiuma Bay Community 
would like to know what the future of rubbish collection and or wheelie bins/skip bins 
looks like for our Bay. 

o Dr Alec McNeil, MDC Solid Waste Manager advised that the Kaiuma Bay residents 
will be able to continue to use the Havelock TS as no changes are being 
considered for this site. 

 Mr Emerson also advised that they have officially instigated a community association and 
now will have the Kaiuma Bay Residents Association (KBRA).  Raelene Gilchrist can 
pass on any further information on behalf of our community. 

 Te Ātiawa Manawhenua Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust (Sylvie Filipo) – Apology  

17. General Business 
 2023 Meetings from 10.00 am till .300 pm. 
1. Monday 28 August – MDC Committee Room. 
2. Monday 27 November (Please note that this date has been changed from the 20 November due 

to another Council meeting being held on this day).  Location TBC. 

 The Speed Management Plan Consultation opened on the 13 June and closes on 11 July. 

See here for details https://haveyoursay.marlborough.govt.nz/roads/speed-management-plan-
consultation/  

With the introduction of the national road safety strategy Road to Zero, the way speed 
management is being done throughout New Zealand is changing.  This means that decisions on 
speed management are now able to be made at a local level. 

As part of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022, all Councils in New Zealand 
are required to prepare speed management plans to consider how implementing safety 
infrastructure and speed limits can make our roads safer.  

There being no further general business, the meeting closed at 3.15pm.    



Page 12 of 49 
Sounds Advisory Group Minutes 19 June 2023 

 

Matters 
Arising  

Action Person Responsible 

1 Clr Faulls to follow up with Steve Trigg (Community Risk Manager, 
Marlborough) 

Clr Faulls  

2 Portage update (ongoing item). 
Written item due from MDC Environmental Protection Team.  Clr Faulls 
to email update to members. 

Clr Faulls  

3 Eric to speak with Ned Wells from MFA about commercial 
fishery involvement rather than Fisheries. 

Eric Jorgensen/Ned 
Wells  

4 Are boats required to have a limited decimal level.   Captain Oliver 

5 Do boats in the Pelorus Sound need a wake restriction like the ferries.    Captain Oliver/Oliver 
Wade 

6 Regarding incorporating water ski lanes, how will this be monitored and 
will these only be allocated via Resource Consents.  Captain Oliver to 
enquire if Worlds End is a legal ski lane. 

After the hui, Captain Oliver noted that he is still enquiring into the ski 
lane, however, nothing from the Bylaw states that ski lanes are permitted 
under the maritime rules and the Harbourmaster regulates the use of the 
lanes not the creation of them.  When ski lanes are in effect it is the only 
activity permitted in them, however if the ski lane is not being used for 
the intended purpose, then other activities can take place. 

Captain Oliver 

7 Are trucks are paying the road user charges and an extra fee for bringing 
logs in and out.   

Clr 
Faulls/Marlborough 
Roads  

8 Enquire with the Compliance Section about the new pine plantings in 
Cissy Bay.  

Clr Faulls  

9 Clr Faulls and Alan Johnson will speak with Dean Heiford regarding 
TOR. 

Clr Faulls/Alan 
Johnson 

10 Invite Katie Littlewood from the Nautical Science team to speak on her 
previous work in the North Island. 

Clr Faulls/Alan 
Johnson 
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Appendix 1 - Update from DOC on the Rata Foundation 

“DOC does have a working relationship with Rata.  They came to us a few years ago and asked for help in 
assessing bids for conservation type work and often have discussions about where priorities for conservation 
work sit. In essence, DOC is an advisor. 

We have also provided letters of support for projects at a local level, e.g. MSRT wilding work where we also 
provided a boat and personnel to discuss a project at Maraetai Bay – this ended up getting Rata funding for 
three years. 

Te Hoiere would be an example of MfE and DOC contributing to shared outcomes. Another eg. Is the 
Moawhitu wetland restoration of D’Urville Island. 

The opportunities come when there is an alignment of desired outcomes. As you say, Rata has their criteria 
for funding and they don’t actually run the projects. 

Rata and MfE don’t fund DOC and so the opportunity for all three agencies to work together depends on 
there being another party, eg. A community group. 

For pest control, the main players out there are the likes of MPI, Predator Free NZ, DOC and Councils.” 
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Appendix 2 – Sea Cucumbers (Jodi Milne – MPI) 
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Appendix 3 - Navigational Bylaw Review and Channel Dredging (Captain Jake Oliver, Harbourmaster) 
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Appendix 4 - Demobilisation Plans (Dave Parsons, Senior Advisor, Community Resilience and Gary 
Spence, Emergency Services Officer) 
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Appendix 5 - Hill Country Erosion Programme (James Mills-Kelly, MDC Land Resource Officer)  
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Appendix 6 - Restoration by Design Presentations (Oliver Wade – MDC Environmental Scientist) and 
Blue Cod Sustainability Review and Shellfish Restoration (Eric Jorgensen, Sustainable Seas)   
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