
Quick Facts  
for HOSTS
What is Space Create?
A Marlborough District Council initiative that 
activates vacant and underused spaces with 
creative projects to bring energy and visibility  
to town centres.

Why host a Space Create project?
•	 Showcase your property’s potential
•	 Attract foot traffic and positive attention
•	 Deter vandalism through regular use
•	 Benefit from Council promotion
•	 Hassle-free – Council manages logistics

What spaces are suitable?
Shops, window displays, laneways,  
courtyards, public areas.
Spaces must be vacant/underused,  
safe, publicly accessible, available  
30+ days, and (indoors) connected  
to power/water.

Is this a lease?
No. Short-term Licences to Occupy  
provide flexibility and legal protection  
without creating a tenancy.

Who pays costs?
Arranged case by case. Creators  
generally cover utilities during projects.

What about insurance?
Participants should hold their own cover;  
owners maintain existing policies.  
Council checks cover before activations.

How long are projects?
Minimum 30 days, either fixed-term or  
flexible. Agreements can be ended early  
with notice.

Who looks after the property?
Creators maintain and return spaces in  
good condition, supported by the Space  
Create team.

How are projects chosen?
A selection panel assesses safety, 
professionalism, community value,  
compliance, and owner approval.

What kinds of projects?
Examples: digital art, music, dance,  
pop-up studios, repair cafés, theatre,  
cultural demos, or stargazing.

How do I get involved?
Nicola Neilson  
Arts, Culture and Heritage Manager
nicola.neilson@marlborough.govt.nz 
03 520 7400
LINKS.MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ/SPACECREATE
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