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Korero o te Taiao

The Stories of the Land
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Korero o te Taiao, meaning Stories of the Land, showcases the culture and history of
Waitohi through landscape design. The design elements — materiality, planting, lighting,
and education — work together to piece together the many parts that make up Waitohi’s
heritage. It encompasses the cultural stories of Kupe, Te Whekenui, and Te Moi One through
both physical and abstract representation.

Our design seeks to revive traditional Maori knowledge of Rongoa and Mahinga Kai, helping
to prevent these oral histories from disappearing. Educational experiences like those offered
through Korero o te Taiao are often small-scale, costly, or located in more remote forest
areas, making them less accessible and vaguely known. We aim to emphasize the importance

of sharing and practicing this knowledge more openly, while always respecting tikanga and * ""f sag%g

the land. 4

These special practices can be learned and applied on-site within our Rongoa planting area,

which features a tea house (Whare ti) offering hot water for a range of Rongoa practise

methods. Mahinga Kai forms the basis of our Waka Pavilion, which includes seating areas R . : _. SR : Yot
ideal for gathering and sharing lunch. This space features edible native plants in planter : W e, B A N e '?*.‘"6 : ko - : 2%y
boxes placed close to the eating area, encouraging the everyday use and appreciation of ' ' ‘ .

Mahinga Kai.

We reference Te Whekenui and Kupe with our waka pavillion being wrapped in the path,
and two Kawakawa gardens to represent the eyes of the wheke. Our starlit main path harks
back to navigators using the stars, as well as showing the path of the taniwha (Tui Ngarara)
through Waitohi.
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