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Environmental Health - Alcohol 

Cellar Door
On Licence compared to Off Licence requirements
Cellar Doors 
A cellar door refers to a winery that sells alcohol 

directly from its premises. This term applies only to 

wine producers and does not include breweries or 

distilleries.  

A winery/cellar door may hold both an Off Licence and 

an On Licence at the same time, depending on its 

operations. 

On Licence 
An On-Licence is required when a winery or cellar 

door intends to sell alcohol for consumption on the 

premises in volumes exceeding a 35ml pour (e.g., 

serving a glass of wine). 

Key Requirements Include (but are not limited to): 

• A reasonable range of food must be available at

all times when alcohol is being sold. This will

require food registration under the Food Act

2014.

• A selection of non-alcoholic beverages must be

available.

• A low-alcohol option must be offered unless an

exemption has been granted.

• A Duty Manager must be on duty at all times

during licensed trading hours.

Off Licence 
An Off-Licence is required to sell alcohol for off-site 

consumption (e.g., purchasing a bottle to take home). 

The premises must meet the definition of a winery 

cellar door, which refers to retail premises operated by 

a person for the purposes of selling grape wine that is 

made by or on behalf of that person: 

1. on those retail premises; or

2. from produce harvested from land occupied by

that person.

Key Requirements Include (but are not limited to): 

• Tastings may be charged for, with a maximum

of 35ml per sample.

• Drinking water must be freely available at all

times, regardless of whether samples are sold or

provided free of charge.

• If charging for tastings, a reasonable range of

snack food must be available whenever alcohol is

being sold.

Snack Food Must Be:

• Ready to eat immediately

• Typically consumed between meals

• Sold in small quantities or as individual items

• Offered at reasonable prices and served within a

reasonable timeframe.
Examples Include:

Crisps, pretzels, pork crackle, biscuits, popcorn,

prawn chips, nuts, etc.

• If any food items sold require temperature control,

or if food is being prepared or made on-site, a

food registration under the Food Act 2014 will be

required.

Contact the Alcohol 
Licensing Team on 
03 520 7400 if you have 
further questions.
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