
Group 1: Councils that established 
Māori wards last term 

(except Tauranga)

Decision point for 
councils (6 Sept 2024)

Disestablish Māori wards 
for the 2025 local 
elections onwards

Decision point for 
councils

Roll back* to most recent 
(pre-Māori wards) 

representation 
arrangements

No Māori wards 
for (at least) the 
2025 and 2028 
local elections

Rep review 
required in 

2027/28

Shortened rep 
review early 2025

No Māori wards 
for (at least) the 
2025 and  2028 
local elections

Rep review due by 
2030/31

Binding poll at 2025 local elections 
- Have Māori wards Y or N?

(Māori wards remain in place for the 
2025-2028 term)

Y

Regular rep review 
due in 2027/28#

Māori wards 
remain in place for 
(at least) 2028 and 

2031 local 
elections

N

Rep review 
required in 

2027/28

No Māori wards 
for (at least 2028 

or 2031 local 
elections

Group 2: Councils that resolved to 
establish Māori wards this term 

(without holding a poll)

Decision point for 
councils (6 Sept 

2024)

Rescind the decision to 
establish Māori wards

Decision point for 
councils

Continue existing 
representation 
arrangements^

No Māori wards for 
the 2025 local 

elections

Rep review required 
in 2027/28

Shortened rep 
review early 2025

No Māori wards for 
the 2025 local 

elections

Rep review due by 
2030/31

Binding poll at 2025 local elections 
- Have Māori wards Y or N?

(Māori wards are in place for the 2025-
2028 term)

Y

Regular rep review 
due by 2030/31

Māori wards remain 
in place for (at 
least) 2028 and 

2031 local elections

N

Rep review required 
in 2027/28

No Māori wards for 
(at least) 2028 and 
2031 local elections

OR

OR

OR

            

Transitional options for councils – Poll at 2025 elections or reverse Māori wards decisions 
 

31 councils 13 councils

* Councils can only take this option if they would still meet the fair and representation requirements under the 
rolled back model.

# Far North District Council not required to complete the regular rep review until 2030/31 if it has completed a rep 
review in the current term.

(“Rep review” = review of council representation arrangements)

OR

1

^ This option applies differently depending on when councils completed their last rep review:
• Any councils which undertook a rep review in the 2019-2022 term may use this option.
• Councils which last completed a rep review in the 2016-2019 term can only use this option if 

their representation arrangements can still meet the fair and effective representation 
requirements. 



Tauranga City Council

Māori wards are in 
place for the 2024 
election, and the 
2024-2028 term

Decision point for the 
Council (by 30 Nov 

2026)

Disestablish Māori 
wards for the 2028 local 

elections onwards

Rep review required in 
2027/28

No Māori wards for 
(at least) 2028 and 
2031 local elections

Hold a binding poll by 
28 March 2027

- Establish Māori wards Y or N?

Y

Regular rep review 
due in 2027/28

Māori wards remain 
in place for (at least) 
2028 and 2031 local 

elections

N

Regular rep review 
due in 2027/28

No Māori wards for 
(at least) 2028 and 
2031 local elections

OR

            

Transitional options for Tauranga City Council – to take effect at 2028 elections 
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