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1. My Background
Rick Stolwerk 

• Connection with Marlborough – wife's family have lived 
in Marlborough for 4 generations. Myself 1987 – 2021.

• 2018 - Chair of East Coast Protection Group

• 2016 - Councillor Northland Regional Council

• 2005 - Purchased coastal farm in Ward 2005

• 2005 – Convenor New Zealand Coastal Society 
Conference – Tutukaka, Whangarei 

• 2001 - MSc Auckland University – Environmental     and 
Marine Science. CZM in Bream Bay, Northland

• 1995 – 2005  Tutor Conservation/Environmental 
Management. North Tec, Whangarei

• 2000 – 2021 – Dune revegetation Waipu Cove and Langs 
Beach, Northland. Last planting 20 November 2021.



2. Background to ECPG







Outlining  the outstanding 

geomorphology and  biodiversity 

of this coast 



East Coast Protection Group

VISION STATEMENT

• To create local leadership and educate local users.

• To achieve protection of our coastal environment 

for future generations

• To understand the distinctive biological diversity 

and cultural heritage of this outstanding natural 

landscape and its values



3. Background research



 

Biodiversity Restoration Plan  for the 
South Marlborough Coast 

Geoff Walls 2019



University of Canterbury





Beach and foredune 
dynamics

Normal dune 
formation

East Coast 
Marlborough 
before 2016

Post 2016

2019 …….



Damage in the ‘new dune’ or 

‘incipient foredune’  area



4. Prehistory
Vulnerable to vehicles on dunes and 

beaches



Mid C14th archaeological sites Needles Point



South Island adzebill





5. Fauna/Flora and the 
effects of vehicles on 

beaches





Seals vs Vehicles



Unfortunately…

Thursday November  18th   2021 



Nesting birds are extremely 
vulnerable





DAY  ONE - born



DAY   TWO – having a rest



DAY  THREE – gone!!!



Living in harmony!



But not for long……



Unfortunately….



Coastal Mat Daisy



And of course the 
damage to 

flora/fauna too small 
to really  

photograph…….





Tunnelweb spider













Pintaro – Pimilea prostrata





6. ECPG achievements 
2016-2021

• Collaboration with Iwi – most recent meeting  last    
Monday 22 November 2021

• Collaboration with University of Canterbury

Dr Shane Orchard

• Collaboration with coastal landowners/community

• Involvement of schools – Ward, Seddon & MGHS.

• Collaboration with DoC

• Grant from Jobs for Nature (JfN) Employees

• Planting

• Pest and weed Control



Planting



Spinifex Plantings 
September 2021



Vehicle use on the ‘new dune’



Traps 



124 traps x 150m = 16.8km 
trapped



Marram Grass Control



Bird Monitoring





7. Vehicles on Beaches 
– further impacts





Legal Road     
Parcel

1. Legal Road along 

the coast

2. However no 

practical access 

at some points e.g. 

Needles Point 

3. Drivers still give it 

a go as it is there!



Despite the many signs…..





Vehicle   ‘ART’



Sunset on the tracks



Easy access on the uplift area

Old foreshore

New dune

New foreshore



ECPG bird monitoring work
Mirza Creek – 20/11/21



8. Where to 
from here for 

the ECPG?



The future of the ECPG

• 2021 – 2022  - Continue re-planting of coastal 

vegetation, mustelid/rat/cat/hedgehog trapping 

and endangered bird monitoring

• 2022 –2023   - The above plus: insect  monitoring, 

removal of marram grass and any wilding pines

• 2023 – 2024  - All of the above plus begin 

shellfish/crustacean monitoring if possible.

• ONGOING - Seek corporate funding to continue all 

of the above when JfN funding stops in 2024.



Continued collaboration 
with Iwi

• Both Iwi and ECPG awarded JfN

funding for cross-over piece of coast, 

so collaboration is a must.

• Have met several times to discuss the 

way forward – last meeting this 

Monday November 22nd.

• Quarterly – next February 2022



Collaboration with 
University of Canterbury



Eventually work on…
Bringing back the indigenous coastal 
forest 

Translocations of vertebrates and 
invertebrates that have been missing a 
long time.

Monitoring ecologically significant 
marine sites ….



Continue the UoC coastal 
monitoring e.g. paua!!



Once again thank you for 
your time today. 

I am very happy to take 
any questions.




