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The East Coast Protection Group has been formed by concerned members to put
some ruies araund the use of our coastiing running from Marfells Beach and the

Waima River Mouth,
.
Since the Earthguake of 2016 the changes to the coast has been dramatic with

the uplift and ecosystems damaged.

The access to this area has increased with the coastiine becoming more
exposed. This has added stress to an already recovering area.

Pre earthquake the ATV traffic had increasad but now 4wd vehicles have been

added to the mix and the ease of access has meant a huge influx of traffic.

There are concerns for the recovery, the angoing sustainability of this area and
the flora and fauna damage.

We all have a duty to protect our coastline far our future penerations and ask
that the public take special care; we hope to have some signage to inform users

of the area that this region is of special importance

THIS AREA HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS AN OUTSTANDING NATURAL LANDSCAPE
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Coastal Uplift . - _

Much of the ngrtheastern coast of the South Island was uplifted during the 14th gf
November earthquake. We know this from photos of rock platforms qovered in
seaweed and marine animals such as crayfish and paua stranded above_,- tide IeveFI%
"~ We also know the tide gauge at Kaikoura was lifted up by 1 m, and continuous G

monitoring sites at Kaikoura and Cape Campbell were also raised by 0.7-0.9 m. At

this stage we estimate that the coast was raised between 0.5 m and 2 m from about 20 | ... onve, Avar

km south of Kaikoura ali the way north to Cape Campbell. Scientists plan to find out |guerHut so10

i i PO Box 30368
more about this coastal uplift. PoBon 9%

New Zealand

What is coastal uplift? - : TSy 1004

Coastal uplift is when the land is raised above the-sea by tectonic forces. It can happen 104,670 4600
gradually over geological timescales or suddenly in an earthquake.

www.gns.cri.nz

How does it happen? o
Sudden coastal ;L)iniﬁ: happens in large earthquakes. Vertical movement on a fault can

is i t that has built many of the
cause land to be pushed up. This is the type of movemen
mountain ranges ?n New Zealand. When such vertical movement on a _fault happins
near the coast, land is raised above sea level. Sea level is a powerful horizontal mar ber
for measuring tectonic movement because it is very obvious which land used to be
under water before the earthquake!

lift normal? . '
go‘;z?aﬁts:)llilf?is normal for large earthquakes near the coast that |_nc|ude some ve“r;tllgaé
movement on a fault. Most movement on the faults thgt ruptured in the Kazkou_ra_ . t
earthquake was horizontal but there wats Isor??t lvet:[caévmﬁgfement too, so it is no
isi e has been some coastal uplift in this event.
Surprls:r:]grjgitél;czganhd there is evidence preserved ir_‘n the landscape that many parts. of
the coast have been repeatedly uplifted through tl_rne. Fo_r exgmple, raised mgrlne
beaches and terraces along the Kaikoura Peninsula, Walrarap:a coast;cf aper
Kidnappers, Mahia Peninsula, north of Gisborne and Easjt Cape'are _ewda::-nce oM ormi:)f
beaches that were uplifted from the sea by earthquak_es in prehlstqucal times. afmy :
these have been or are currently being studied to find out the size and age of pas

earthquakes.

i ical examples _ _ .
ml?wticgtg:iiial ’:i(mesp we have had several examples of earthquakes causing coastal Iupl!ft
that, although devastatingin the short term, have led to some be_:neﬂts. For exzmp e, in
1931 the M7.8 Hawkes Bay earthquake raised land around Naplgr by 1-2ma %\g%iﬁa
level. Land that used to be estuary now provides space for Napier airport. In 1 f e
MB8.2 Wairarapa earthquake raised much of Wellington by 1-2 m. The ‘road dr?hr?3
Wellington city to the Hutt Valley became viable as a result of the new fand aroun

harbour’s edge.

i land go back down? _ _
\;‘Irglbgraelyanot.gThe newly raised coastline of the Kaikoura coast is most I]kﬂy a:c |
permanent feature. Historical and pre-historical examples show that in many parts o
New Zealand these raised beaches remain high above sea level. However, in some
parts of the world, rai_ggg pﬁeaqgggmggvem been known to gradually drop down again (over

A R e R

centuries) or be dropped down suddenly in a large earthquake with a different sense of
movement. '

What will happen to all the sea creatures?

There will be a major shift in the community of marine species. Many seaweeds and
animals that.would normally be permanently covered by water will now be struggling to
exist in a zone of transition between air ard sea. Some of the animals that have been
raised will be accustomed to air exposure for short periods of time, but not the ful tidal
cycle that they will now experience. As the animals not suited to this environment die

from the reef, they will be replaced by seaweed and animals appropriate for the new
tidal elevation. .

How long will it takg to recover?

Recovery times will vary along the coast and depend on various factors such as the
amount of uplift, the!coastal exposure and the weather conditions. There have teen
numer ~us landslides that have fallen into the sea along the coast and how all the debris
from tnese landslides is redistributed by the tides and currents is also hard to predict.
The recovery of marine species will happen gradually, just like in a garden. First we will

see the small seaweeds arrive in the bare spaces. These seaweeds will facilitate the
attachment and survival of other seaweeds and animals.

What are scientists doing to study the coastal uplift and its impact?

There are several stlidies being planned by geoiogists and biologists. Over the next
weeks and months geologists will be undertaking surveys along the coastline to
measure the amount and extent of coastal uplift that has occurred, Recording this
information will help us to understand which faults ruptured in the earthquake, and how
much slip occurred oh those faults. Marine ecologists and fisheries scientisis will be
surveying areas on the rocky shore that have been studied for over 20 years to
understand the sequence of change. This will start over the coming weeks, but will
continue for long-term changes to be captured. :

The information colledted by scientists will be publically available.

Can the public contribute their photos and obaervations?

YES! The coastal uplift covers a long stretch of coastline and the scientists will not visit
every location. We afle interested in photographs of: displaced coastal features such
as the uplifted reafs and rock platforms; displaced marine life especially before and
after photos if animals are being rescued and removed from the reefs; uplifted
manmade structures $uch as jettys and boat ramps particularly if they have tide leve|
markers on them. We are also interested in people's observations, particularly
residents who have ffamiliarifcy with the coastline pre- and post-earthquake. To be of
most use, we would Yike to know: the location, date, time of the photograph and if
possible, context and scale. h _

Photogr=nhs ana info.rilmation can be sent to; Kate Clark, K.clark@gns.cri.nz
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Land sinkage in some areas of the
country could double the |mpact of

sea-level rises, writes Ged

he impact of sea-level rises

could double in some areas.

as aresult of sinking land
levels, according toa
Victoria University study.

While the findings had the
potential to wipe thousands of
dollars off the value of some
seaside properties, for some it will
be music to their ears, with
shoreline uplift in other areas
negating sea-level rises.

Study co-author Professor Tim
Stern said this new information
could be used by homeowners to
decide land value, by the
government to plan mitigation
measures and the insurance
industry to set premiums.

“In parts of the North Island the
actual surface of the land is going
down 3 millimetres in relation to
the centre of the Earth, you
effectively double the global rate
[of sea-level rise].”

Insurance Council chief
executive Tim Grafton said sea-
level rise was on insurance
companies’ radars, and was one of
the risks insurers took into
account.

“Insurers draw on all available
data points to inform themselves
about risks.”

Grafton had not seen the
reports’ full findings, but said he
would be interested in the
projections,

Stern, from the School of
Environment and Earth Sciences,
said the global sea-level change
due to global warming and the
melting of polar icecaps was
projected to be around 3mim a year.

“The rate in New Zealand is
being measured at about 1.5mm [a
year} by tide gauges.”

The study used 15 years of GPS
data to predict land inovements.

+  Inother areas, including the
central Southern Alps, uplift is
progressing at 5 to 10mm per year,
outstripping sea-level rise entirely.

Stern cautioned against anyone
relying on the land elevating to
safeguard seaside properties, but
said it should be factored in for
defence and mitigation planning.

Professor Tim Stern of Victoria |
University’s School of Environment and
Earth Sciences said new research

could have far-reaching effects on
seaside property values.

The findings were pertinent,
Stern said, because buyers of
seaside properties were looking
out to 50 or 100 years in the future
when mmaking a decision.

“When it comes to real estate
it's about people’s perception and
their confidence to invest,” he
said.

Some local authorities have
already started looking at
including sea-level information on
residents’ property information.

Kapiti Council previously
included coastal hazard
information in residents’ Land
Information Memorandums
(LIMS), but were forced to stop
after residents litigated over lost
property value.

Stern said banks and insurers
would find the mformatmn
invaluable.

“If they have a better
knowledge of what their particular
area of the coastline is doing they
will be in a much better shape to
make good policy.”

As the study continues and the
data pool got larger, Stern said the
margin of error became smaller.

The scope of the study is limited
to areas with GPS stations. Stern

The November 14 earthquake uplifted long stretches of the coast north and south of Kaikoura, by up to 4m in some places.

said it was important to get better
coverage, particularly in the South
Island.

Parliamentary Commissioner
for the Environment Dr Jan
Wright said while the information
was useful, sea-level rise was
dictated by so many factors it
would not greatly change current
estimations.

She said accelerations in sea-
level rise as result of greenhouse

emissions were more concerning
than changes in land elevation,
which were generally gradual and
more consistent._

What does this mean for
different areas?
The Bay of Plenty coast is rising at
2mm a year while Gisborne is
experiencing a slight drop.

A pattern of land sinkage in the
eastern-North Island represented a

subduction zone between two
tectonic plates.

“That can’t go on forever, that's
why we call that locked because
that will release and might uplift.
Thatmight be tomorrow or that
might be 500 years away,” Stern
said.

‘Wellington sits on the cusp of a
subduction zone and neighbouring
rising areas, making the capital a
wildcard.

PHOTO: IAIN MCGREGOR/FAIRFAX NZ

The central Southern Alps and
Dusky Sounds are seeing the
greatest uplift, at 5 to 10inm per
year.

Rotorua is seeing significant
subsidence of ahout 10mm a vear,
however close coastal areas are
seeing a lift.

Auckland is stable, while
Christchurch data is unclear, with
frequent quakes disrupting
records.
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JEFFREY KITT

Heavy vehicles and motorbikes
are placing further pressure on
already fragile parts of the Marl-
borough coastline exposed in the
November earthqualke.

Grassmere residents say rec-
reational and commercial
fishermen are running roughshod
over the lifted seabed at Marfells
Beach, 35 minutes south of Blen-
heim, endangering recovering sea
life and threatening the new inter-
tidal zone.

Cape Campbell farmer Rob
Peter said many residents were
upset o see people driving
through newly formed rock pools
in the area to set crayfish pots. |
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“Tt is very emotional for some
people, and it is an emotive issue,”

he said. “We're very confident the

area will rebuild but it needs time
to get there.” ‘

Peter said the cape had been
thrust 1 metre upward and 3m
north and the tideline at Marfells
Beach was now 100 metres further
out than before the 7.8-magnitude
quake.

“There's been a huge change in
the sea life. As you can imagine all
of the seaweed above high water
has died,” he said.

“The area needs time to recover
and we'd like to see more protec-
tion,” he said.

The Flaxhourne Settlers Associ-
ation had approached both the

Department of Conservation and

Tuesday January 3, 201/

Rob Peter wants to see adequate
protection of the newly raised seabed
at Marfells Beach after the earthquake
changed the coastline.

FHETOS SC0TT HAMMORDFAIRFS S M2

“The area needs

time to recover
and wed like to
see more
protection.”

the Ministry for Primary [ndus-
tries (MPI) to discuss urgent pro-
tection measures, but Peter said
the agencies had ‘‘passed the
buck”’.

The group now planned to
lobby the Marlborough District
Council to protect the intertidal
zones from vehicle use between
Needles Point to Cape Campbell,
Peter said. They would consult

Rangitane, Ngai Tahu, fishermen
and beach goers before finalising
their submission, and were also
keen for the public to have their
say at a public meeting planned for
later this month.

The changes to the coastline
were similar to those experienced
in the earthquake of 1855, where
entire sections of the seabed
morphed, Peter said.

“The coastline going all the way
down to Kaikoura is extensively
rich and it needs ta be given the
chance to establish itseif,” he said.

“Tf we allow it to recover, it witl
recover. :

“When it does settle down and
rebuild we will end up with more

coastline but it’s hard to tell how

long that might take.” =
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MP1 lifted the temporary
emergency closure of the rock lob-
ster fishery along the east coast of
the South Island two weeks ago.

A closure notice remained in
place for all remaining shellfish
and seaweed species, excluding
scampi and fin-fish, but would be
lifted on Fehruary 20.

In a statement last week, MP1
acting director of compliance Gary
Orr said a scientific survey car-
ried out after the November 14
guake indicated the rock lobster
fishery had come through in rela-
tively good shape but would still
need responsible fishing.

Representatives from the coun-
cil, MPI and the Department of
Conservation were not available
for comment.
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Vehicies értving on the piatlocrs ~wars, rock pacls and sand! dune a~ess.

The numbers of vehicles heve cremat cally Increased 'n the last 10 years. (B0 ATVs
have beop recorded pess'ag By v one day [oe ecrthauake’

Sinee November 14th Eariqueake, Vehicie Access 128 been anhanced. 2leng the
49k zrez,

buge Sire Risk

Salance Is needad for vehicles verses foo* traffic, Some Beach grers' find the
vehicle: niimidating

Disturhance to Flora ano Fauna, Eccsystams and their Fabitals.{ nchiting
numerous endengered saeches; Nesting sites and see mammals visiting the 2rea

Protectian of the Geoiogiczi Resarve, Chanvel Rocks.

Damage Lo T7e Traghe ard vunernle areas both before and more so, sfter the
earthgaz e, Sgaif cant changes are st Rapsaning. s golng to take nature Yime
to re-25zblish both new tidsl zonas and dunciands.

Tr's who'le ccastiine has huge historlezl slgnificance and bas manvimacris et Iw!
sies ang vaues,

The azacert ‘and hes numerods aws and pratection zones and is ane of the
maore protactec sreas in Mar'borougs,

Th's zrea has ricitloaaly oesn Used for Soth recreation and Fsaing; there are
concerns chout oosing vehiciz acoess,

Some of th2 reason that toere I8 & “esounce, s seczuse provious rarersticns bave
strived to protest the area.

z argiesias set out urder the NZ Cozstal Jof!
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THIS AREA IS ZONED AN ECOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT MARINE SITE

We have major concerns about longterm affects of motorbike usage of the

coastal riparian strip between Marfells Beach and Canterbury Guily.
P

Motorbikes (and even at odd times vehicles) can drive around the beach at low
tide only, to access the tidal zone along the south side of the Cape Campbell
Pennisular.

Over the years the number of bikes has grown to such an extent that they are
now making a definate impact on the this fragile area. At high holiday times we
have seen up to 60 bikes at one low tide period. '

If the bikes would stay on the wet tidal zone things would not be so bad. But they
encrouch onto the platform rocks to access rock pools and channels to put their
cray pots and to look for paua. Over the years these tracks have made definate
impressions on these rock areas to the extent that you they are very visable and
there is a deteriation of the plant life and a rounding off on the rocks.

The continual frequency of these bikes on the intertidal zone causes huge
disturbance to ground nesting birds.

Not only is this area at risk but also the dunelands where the motorbikes frequent
also, sometimes 2 wheelers use this area for a race track. All bikes can very
easily access farmland, it is not possible to lock all gates along this stretch of
beach.

Our worries are with the number of bikers and walkers using this tidal zone
becoming greater and some better signage and information not being available to
the public so that they can use this area without damage being left.

rubbish, fire danger,dogs, freedom camping (with no toilet facilities or drinking
water available) noise and intrusion to walkers and other users of the area.

This is Significant Natural Area with many restrictions being made to the
landowner but none being made on the public using the Ecologically Significant
Marine site.

What can we do:

More signage to inform the public of the right way to use this area and also very
clear lines as to what a high and low tide is (many péople get stranded with the
séa coming in ) they do not understand the tide tables. When people are stranded
itis upthe landownerto organise their return to Marfells Beach via their

property or else they make their own way back over farm land not open to the
pubilic.

To keep this area as a Unique coastal environment these steps need to be made
sooner than later. ‘
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Canterbury University have been researching this area since the early 90s with
indepth studies and records of the tidal zone. With more foot traffic and
motorbike use along the coast and on the tidal rock platforms they have grave
concerns about the damage done to the tidal ecosystem. Also the take of
seaweed and fish species within this zone is concerning, and the sustainability is
guestionable.

FAUNA AND FLORA

The area between Mussel Point and the Waima River is a very significant area for
Fauna and Flora, as identified by the SNA programme through MDC.

Birdlife is very diverse with many migratory birds using this coastline for winter
roosting and feeding whilst travelling.

Along with these regular visitors we have colonies of birdlife up and down the
coast, some with nesting areas in the dunelands and gravel lands close to the

tideline. We have seen a disappearance of some nesting sites in the past 20 years.

The fur seal numbers have increased greatly with baby seals being a frequent site
at the Pennisular. The earthquake doesn’t seem to have affected their numbers.

Among visitors we have had from the Southern Islands include, the Elephant Seal
(Some of which gave birth in the Cape Campbell Area, whilst feeding their young
they do not enter the water for 6 weeks and lie on the beach in the high tide
zone)

We have also seen - the Yellow Eyed Penguins, Erect Crested Penguin, Albatross
and Leopard Seals.

The gravel lands have had significant numbers of Katipo spider, Gecko and Skink
Lizards living along the Cape Campbell Coastline, which we have noticed a big
decline in.

This coastline is also home to some unique and rare species of flora and although
some areas are protected by private land owners there are pockets of plants
exposed to the general public that need awareness. The soil structure is very
fragile because of the lack of rainfall and the exposed nature of the land and
plants do take a long time to establish back into strong areas.

Marram grass (introduced) has increased at the expense of native species ad
tends to dominate fenced off areas and is of a huge fire risk.

The large areas of sand left after the 1855 earthquake have nearly completely
grassed up. This process has taken more than 150 years.

We would expect the shoreline to return to a pea metal beach as it was before
the earthquake. This would mean a large increase in sand and gravel lands. The
pea metal moves north with the southerly storms and currents, from the Ure and
Clarence Rivers.

Livestock numbers have greatly reduced, much of the coast is now not stocked.
There is concern about cattle on dune and gravel areasaround the lighthouse.
More fencing is required which is very expensive to build and maintain. Approx
$25,000 pius S1000 per year to maintain.

There has been a great increase in people using the beach. With this increase we
have had some ongoing problems with the toilet facilities at our cottages at the
lighthouse. Because there is no public toilet, the use of ours is becoming common
and this is not without problems. We are reluctant to lock the toilet but it is often
abused. Is there a need for a toilet facilities for walkers from Marfells Beach.
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SHELLFISH BEDS- MUSSEL POINT MARLBOROUGH

Ninety two different varieties of shellfish have been found washed up on
coastline between Marfells Beach and the Cape Campbell Lighthouse. Some may

have washed up from away but most are local.

Huge numbers were killed after the earthquake upliftin November 2016 and
many more washed up during a large easterly swell on the 6th of September

2018.
Concern over the welfare of these shellfish beds has resulted in five transects
being set up to monitor shellfish numbers along the 1.2 km beach halfway

between Marfells Beach and the Lighthouse. Three sample holes, 300 x 300 x 300
mm were screened in the high, mid and low tidal zones at each transect. 15 test

sites altogether.

Although hundreds of empty juvenile shells were found, no live shelifish of any

variety were recorded in March 2019.

These Shellfish beds are in real trouble.

Since March 2019, ten further random test holes have been screened. One 11mm
Pipi and one 10mm whelk were found in the mid tide zone.

Midden layers 1.5m under the surface reveal that many varieties of shellfish were
prevalent in this area hundreds of years ago. Artifacts and broken moa bone
fragments from the earliest midden layers identify Mussel Point as among one of
the oldest sites of human settlement - similar to Wairau Bar and well before the
greenstone era. Moa were believed to be extinct within 100 years of habitation.

The 92 varieties of shellfish have survived the previous large uplift from the
estimated 8.1 magnitude earthquake in 1855. Will they survive this uplift?

Many things have changed in the last 160 \}ears - the adverse impact of humans in

DRAFT

the coastal zone at Mussel Point is now significant. Over the Christmas 2018
period almost all of the beach surface was disturbed by human activity. The tide
covers up some of what is happening.

Much research has been done on shellfish in NZ. Species like pipis and tuatua
have similar lifecycles to toheroa. They spawn, and then the 0.3mm larvae wash
up into the upper tidal zone where they settle and start changing into smali
shellfish as we know them. The larvae are like little blobs of jelly and are easily
smashed by traffic on the beach. As the shellfish grow they migrate down the
beach and form beds. It is important that the adults spawning live close together
so the eggs and the sperm can fertilise and not be diluted by the ocean. Flat
beaches are best for the juveniles so they are not dug out by the waves.

Research teils us that many shelifish beds around NZ are declining. Human activity
is the main reason for this decline. Research also shows that recovery is possible
with care and protection of dune areas and the intertidal zone. At Oreti Beach in
Southiand some areas have been protected and a 400% increase in juvenile
toheroa has been recorded. The main improvements have been achieved by
banning traffic on the beach and in the sand dunes. (Healthy dunes tend to form
healthy beaches) Water quality and changes in the sediments are also thought to
be contributing to the decline of toheroa but these problems are a work in
progress.

Traditionally livestock haven’t had a big impact on this beach but after the 2016
earthquake many fences were damaged and stock were getting on the foreshore.
Over the last two years many kms of the new fences have been built by local
landowners to control wandering stock.

The land behind this beach is extensively farmed with sheep and cattle, with low
levels of spraying and fertilizer. Nitrate and phosphate soil levels are not greatly
above natural levels. The soil and freshwater is high in calcium which is very
important for shelifish. Sediment run off has greatly reduced over the last 60
years mainly through rabbit control and reducing stocking rates in drought
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Once they lurked beneath the
waves, now the reefs are plain as
day. Sophie Preece reports.

hen the dust

settled on the 2016

Kaikoura

earthquake, Sally

Peter had a new
view of the jagged, ship-wrecking
reefs at the edge of her
Marlborough farm.

Between 1845 and 1947, 19 ships -

came to peril along this east coast
stretch, “and now, with the uplift,
you can see why, because all these
rocks have appeared, showing
reefs we have never seen before”,
says Peter, an avid hunter of
Flaxhourne history.

The Cape Campbell Lighthouse
was first 1it in 1870, with the site
chosen after the wreck of the
Alexander in 1858, in which one
person was drowned. The tower
was replaced in October 1905, and
later painted in striking black and
white stripes, but the reefs
continued to find their victims.

Peter still finds coal washed up
on shore, likely from the Ohau,
which was carrying 22 crew, 4000
metres of timber and 800 tonnes of
coal when it disappeared in gale
force winds on May 12, 1899,
presumed wrecked on one of the
Cape Campbell reefs.

“A lot of people don’t realise
that New Zealand relied on coastal
trading,” says Peter, who owns
Cape Campbeil farm with her
husband Rob, and is fascinated by
the history of its settlers,
lighthouse keepers and
shipwrecks. “There were no roads
—and the only way of getting ;
anywhere was around the coast for
everything. That is why the
lighthouses were so important and
the reefs were so dangerous.”

Peter’s beloved Flaxbourne
Museum was destroyed by the 2016
seismic slam, but she and her
heritage “partner in crime”, Jack
Taylor, have their treasures,
including remnants of some of the
wrecks, in storage until they
rebuild, “There’s a dear old sewing
machine with a twisty handle that

came off a shipwreck, and we have
the ship’s lamp off the Hautapu
wreck.” ;

She has also compiled a thick
folder on the known wrecks along
the coastline, including the Fidele,
which went down in 1854, killing
well-known Kaikoura founder and
whaler Robert Fyfle and his one
crew member. They were carrying
whale oil from Kaikoura to
Wellingion when they wrecked,
their bodies and schooner found a
few days later by William
Leachwell, who had strayed off the
45km trail between Wairauand
Flaxbourne and saw the boat on
the beach. The Mariborough
Express reported that Leachwell,
having discovered the wreck,
walked back to the Wairau to
inform authorities. {

A subsequent story in the
Weliington Independent details the
clothes Fyffe was wearing — “two
blue shirts, and inside flannel, a

. pair of drawers, and pair of

trousers” —as well as the injuries
he sustained, and the items found
in his pockets and hand. The body
was buried above the high water
mark and a surveyor peg marked
the spot, says Peter.

“So we should know where it is,
but it was the year before the big
1855 Wellingion earthquake, and
the whole coast uplifted here.”
While the most recent earthquake
has revealed insights into the
wrecks, the 1855 one veiled them,
destroying any marker of Fyffe's
grave,

The largest ship to wreck was
the Southminster, which was 1223
tonnes and 60 metres long.

In November 1878, having
already landed six railway engines
at Port Chahners and Lyttleton,
the fully rigged ship was heading
to Wellington with 500 tonnes of
reapers and binders (cropping
machinery) and American organs,
when she struck the Shepherdess
Reef. :

The ship drifted and becamne

The rocky shore at Caﬁe Campbell has been exposed by the November 2016

earthquake.

lodged on an offshore rock, south
of Cape Campbell, from where the
master and his wife, along with 23
crew, escaped safely to shore. The
master, named McFee, then
walked to the telegraph office at
Kekerengii, says Peter, remarking
that such 50km journeys are
recorded by press and inguest as if
it’s a brisk 30-ininute walk.

Having lived along that
coastline herself, and spoken to
others that lived there before her,
she knows how inhospitable it can
be to a well-provisioned person, let
alone someone who has washed up
on the beach.

“When it's a storm, it looks like
there’s been a frost, hut it is just

November 3, 1963.

The trawler Hautapu on the beach at Flaxbourne on
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Sally Peter winds the crank of the clock mechanism that
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rotated the light beacon of Cape Campbeli lighthouse.

PHOTO: SUPPLIED  The Tairoa was wrecked at Woodbank Point on April 11, 1886.

The Wakatu wrecked at Woodhank Point on September 6, 1924,

- the southerly cold burning off the

grass. It can be wicked out there,”
Peter says. “I have interviewed
some of the lishthouse keepers and
they have crawled on their hands
and knees to get up the steps and
turn on the light.”

But those who made it to shore
were the lucky ones, she says,
telling the story of the Taiaroa, a
steamer heading froimn Wellington
to Lyttleton when it sank at the
mouth of the Clarence River in
1886, with 34 passengers and crew
drowned.

“A Salvation Army girl was on
it and they found her bonnet,” says
Peter. It's a harrowing inquest to
read, thanks to transcripts from

some of the 14 survivors. “They
groaned and at intervals all died in
the boat,” says one, who wasina
life raft for 11 hours. “As the men
died they were washed underneath
the thwarts; some floated out and
others were put over by myself and
the man who died last.” Tragically,
it eventuated that the ship was
lodged on a reef, and had they
stayed put rather than fled to
lifeboats, they could have later
mmade it to shore easily, Peter says.

She has spent countless hours
researching the shipwrecks, as
well as the stories of people who
farmed the 23,000-hectare
Flaxbourne sheep station untit
1905, when the government
divided it into smaller blocks and
“a whole influx of people arrived
to start their new lives'”.

They arrived in all meansof
transport - walking, horses, >
wagons — to a balloted piece ofland
they had never seen, she says.
“Some lived in tents for 12 months
before they could construct a bit of
ahut.”

It’s clear Peter could share
much more about the history of
the east coast, its farms and
wrecks, and the tough people in
every one of the stories. “It’s a
passion,” she admits. “Ijust love
that you can walk the trails people
have walked before, and better
understand the place you come
from.”
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QOCT diversion plan on standby
Upper Wither Hills a no-go
Marfells Beach campsite to stay open
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assess fire risk

Weather

Alice Angeloni
alice.angeloni@stuff.co.nz

=

A special emergency meeting has
been held in Marlborough, off the
‘back of farmers calling for a
campsite to close because of the
fire risks.

The meeting was called as the
region’s concerns are heightened
by wildfires south of Nelson.

With no significant rain fore-
cast for the next two weeks and
resources soaked up in Nelson,
fire response capabilities are
reduced.

Fire and Emergency Marlbor-
ough principal rural fire officer
John Foley said the only way to
],essbn fire ignition risks was to
get' the public on side. .

‘The meeting was held at Marl-
borough District Council on
Monday afternoon with represen-
tatives from the Department of

Conservation, Federated Farmers
and Wine Marlborough '

Foley was flying over the
region yesterday to a55ess fire
fuel and dryness. ]

“If we get a fire start now, it’s
going to move pretty quickly,
especially if there’s wind and
slope involved,” he said at the

" meeting on Monday.

So far this summer, the sev-
eral fires they’'d fought had been
contained pretty quickly. But the
district was very dry and the
whole Marlborough region was
sitting in a total fire ban, Foley
said. )

“Any resources that we
require for a fire are currently

spaked up in Nelson so our

response capability is gomg to be
shghtly reduced.

“The only way we are going to
reduce the risk of ignition is get-

‘ting the public on side, to buy in,”

Foley said. g
The public needed to be think-

ing twice about any g

activity they were domg

which was generating juuly &

heat, and whether it

needed to be done in the

heat of the day, he said.
“Everyone that works in

the rural area needs to buy into

this and talk to their staff. :
“It doesn’t matter whether it’s

-viticulture, forestry or farming,

some of the activities that are
undertaken at this tl.me of year
are quite risky, and have a
reasonable chance of starting a

- fire.”

Maintaining equipment, clean-
ing gear, and carrying water
rather than a fire extinguisher
were impdrtant for rural
workers, Foley said.

~ A massive fire covering about
2300 hectares near tinder-dry Nel-
son had been burning since last
Tuesday. Civil Defence said on
Monday it was still “unpredict-
able”.

The Tetiey Brook arca mear
Eﬂd'linn in South Mariborough,
“SLOTT HAMMOND/STURF

Martborough principal
rural fire officer John
Foley says it's Important
to get the pubtic on side.

More than 2600 people

- had been evacuated from

their homes. It's “almost certain”

the fire was caused by agriculture

machinery. At least one house
near Nelson had been lost.

Tinder dry grass and a 1ot of
wmd had farmers beside Marfells
Beach, near Seddon, concerned
visitors were posing an extra risk

-in already ripe fire conditions.

‘Cooking on a barbecue or a gas
stove, stubbing out a cigarette or
letting off fireworks were often
seen at campsites.

DOC South Marlborough
operations manager Phil
Bradfield said there was pressure
to close Marfells campground.

“In the last week, I've received

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Qn Sunday, the road t.hrough
Wgﬁﬁﬁtﬂtmn closed to the
due to “extreme” fire risk.
S campmte in ﬂle.station was also

Bra.dﬂeld saia they would be
guided by advice from FENZ on
whether to close the Marfells
' Beach campground.
~ Cape Campbell farmer Sally
Peter was calling for the Marfells
Beach campsite, which is near
her farm, to close until the fire
risk was less of a threat. 5}

“It’s as big a risk as it is at
Molesworth or Rambow there’s
o distinetion.”

In the last six months, they

%u d&tﬂe camp fires on the
near the campground, she

! “It's distressmgm the least.
Until it rains, it should be closed

| and all care should be taken by

everyone.”

From page1// Flyovgi t0 i

L “Just by chance it drizzlec

that night, otherwise it woulc.
have been a lot worse. This is no
just a hypothetical issue.

“We know that most camper:
are exf.remely nesponslble peopls
but there’s always a few whe
don’t make the best choices.”

‘Wiltshire said it was i
“reasonable question” to asl
whether or not the campsit
should be closed. e

Wamm ‘ward counci)
Ior Geoff 1 he had bee

Ll over i
- “Everyone is really concerne:
_ﬁl #ﬁn&hr - dry-like condition
have at the moment.

“If they can close down th
“road through Molesworth, Whlc]'
they have ... it's not too biga cal
to close down the coastal are

=

where it is so dry
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Stanley - Chairman, Paua Industry Council

Recovery moves for shook up paua fishery scmse
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Ward resident and volunteer firefighter Tom Loe, who lives near Ward Beach, with daughter Kyra.

R

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr‘rrrrrrrrrr‘rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

RICKY WILSON/STUFF

Quad riders not welcome

Chloe Ranford

g8 chioeranford@stuff co.nz

People riding quad bikes down a
Marlborough heach covered in

, fossils are heing warned off by
neighbours trying to protect the
coast.

Drivers have long cruised along
Ward Beach, south of Blenheim,
but access to it became easier after
the 2016 Kaikoura earthquake
exposed flat platforms of reef that
used to be under water.

The Department of Conser-
_vation (DOC) says increased
“vehicle access, particularly by four-

wheel-drives, dirt bikes and quads,
is placing pressure on a variety of
natural values along the coast.

Blenheim resident Amanda

Ham said she had been walking -

along Ward Beach last month after
driving a quad bike with her hus-
band, when she was intercepted by
a local.

“An old fella came up, and said,
‘what are you doing? He came
dowm, and ... he said, ‘you were on
the quads’. He knew Iwas on it, and
he said, ‘you must have seen the
signs, which say not to have quads

down there’,” she said. She told
the man they had come from
the Ward Beach car park
and hadn't seen the sign.

The man said locals
were trying to make the
beach more walker-
friendly, as it was a
valuable coastal area,
Ham said.

But signs needed to be
installed at the car park, not
by the beach, if locals were to
enforce a no-quads rule, she said,

“We were looking at the fish-
ery signs at the car park, but
there was nothing there about
quads, so we took ours out.”

DOC senior ranger super-
visor Chris Wootton said DOC is
working with iwi, landowners,
the community and the council
to address the issue of increased
vehicle access along Marlbor-
ough’s east coast.

Signage has been installed at
Ward Beach, asking users to
limit vehicle speeds to 30kmbh,
keep clear of wildlife, not light
fires and remove rubbish.

Ward resident and velunteer
firefighter Tom Loe, who lives
near Ward Beach, said he is “on
the fence” when it comes to quad

Signs at the
Ward Beach car
park tell vehicle
users to drive
below 30kmh.
RICKY WILSON/

STUFF

bikes. “The area is a natural
habhitat for everything other
than motorbikes, and I'm
all for that, but as some-
one who likes to use
quads for recreational
purposes, I can’t say ‘no’
to them, as I do it

myself,”” he said.
“l Kknow there are

more exposed area to look at,
but the more people explore on
their vehicles, the less people
whose job it is to look at these
fossils get the chance to see
them.”

Kevin Booker, who lives in
Ward, and does ‘‘odd jobs” near
Ward Beach, said quad bikes
should be barred from the beach
as they could run over dotterel
birds and their nests.

“The Kaikoura earthquake
exposed more of the coastline,
and now people are out there
looking at it,” he said.

“The ideal solution is to just
stop doing it [quad biking].

“Just walk down at the tide
line, not up the top of the beach,
near the nests.

“@Quad bikes are not OK up
there.”

fossils there and there’s a-
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Groups cOme together to protect landscapes

Carly Gooch

The top of the South Island is set
for a shakeup in its conservation
after a number of groups have
teamed up to maintain and
restore its natural landscapes.

Launched by a dawn blessing
on Friday, the Kotahitanga mo te
Taiao Alliance includes Nelson,
Tasman, Marlborough, Buller
and Kaikdura councils, the West
Coast Regional Council, a num-
ber of iwi in the region and the
Department of Conservation, all
providing environmental leader-
ship and co-ordination to protect
and enhance the wider region’s
diverse flora and fauna.

Tasman district mayor Rich-
ard Kempthorne said the initiat-
ive was a ‘“tremendous oppor-
tunity for some large
conservation efforts”.

He said one of the projects was
to kill off wilding conifer.

“They’re a serious problem up
and down the country.”

spreading was to eradicate them,
Kempthorne said.

He said the task would be “a
big effort”, using all the work of
the alliance along with assistance
from the forestry industry.

Kotahitanga mo te Taiao
Alliance independent chair and
DOC partnerships director,
Martin Rodd, said the alliance
and its strategy was focussed on
enabling landscape-scale conser-

vation projects that have environ-
mental, social, economic and cul-
tural benefits.

The top of the south’s country-
side is home to hundreds of
native plant and animal species,

The only way to stop them

including some unique to the
region. It also includes vast areas
of beech forest, eastern dryland,
alpine hinterland, the sheltered
sounds of Marlborough, fresh-
water catchments and varied
marine environments.

Rodd said the alliance’s role
would include “‘identifying,
pricritising and integrating con-
servation, attracting investment
and resources for new conser-
vation work, providing advice
and support to conservation
projects, and linking new projects
with existing projects'.

“Core to the strategy is com-
bining science with matauranga
Maori, Mdori knowledge and
values, recognising the
interconnected relationship
between the spiritual world, the
natural world and people " Rodd
said.

Ngati Apa ki te Ra To Trust

- chair, Brendan Wilson said iwi

looked forward to achieving sig-
nificant outcomes across the
wider top of the south area, which
may not have been possible with-
out the collaboration.
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Group abused over ban plan

Chloe Ranford
Local Demiccracy Reporter

Conservationists fighting to protect Marl-
borough beaches from vehicles say people
abusing them should talk to the decision
makers instead.

The East Coast Protection Group has
champloued the preservation of the
region’s east coast for years, after concerns
drivers were damaging areas lifted by the
Kaikdura earthquake.

- In' November the Marlborough District
Council agreed to draft a bylaw barring
motorists from a 45-kilometre stretch of
beach, from the Awatere River mouth to
the Ure River mouth.

Since then, members of the group say
they have had opponents dig up old records
to “get stuff over us” and have faced abuse,
including being labelled “try hard tree
huggers” with a “hidden commercial
agenda’” on social media.

Group chairman and Far North District
councillor Rick Stolwerk, who owned land
near Ward, said he could not detail specific
incidents, but he knew it “wasn’t very
pleasant” for members.

“I know it's been difficult for them and
the council,” he said.

“I'm fully in support of the blanket ban,
People have to realise it’s not a nasty thing,

Local
Democracy
Reporting

not a knee-jerk reaction. It's proposed not
only to protect the wildlife, but the people
as well.”

Group member and Cape Campbell
farmer Rob Peter said there was less pres-
sure on members smce the council
decision.

But a lot of landowners felt they could
not speak in support of the proposed
bylaw, due to reactions on social media, he
said.

“People have been through our records

and former council consents, trying to per-
sonally get stuff over us,” he said.

That involved a resource consent appli-
cation made in 2016 to the council for a
single-room building at Cape Campbell,
which could be hired for events and school
camp trips. The application was with-
drawm in July, 2018,

“To find that in the council records
would take a bit of time. Since then, we've
cancelled that. We haven't made plans to
further it.

“Everyone says we're going to gain a lot
out of it [the vehicle ban], but the light-

East Coast Protection Group member Rob
Peter looks over the east coast, towards the

Cape Cambell Lighthouse, CHLOE RANFORD/LDR

house accommodation is fully booked any-
way. It’s just pocket money There’s not a
lot in it, really.”

He said he knew of a landowner from
Blind River, south of Seddon, who sold
their property after “lots of intimidation™
from the public,

More than 1400 people had signed a pet-
ition against the proposed bylaw.

Group secretary and member Heather
Davis said she knew of a few friends who
were being targeted for their views.

Council environmental scientist Peter
Hamill said he was aware of the pressure
being placed on the community-led group.

“That’s why, most of the time, we like to
make sure everything comes through the
council. We want things to go through us
because we're an organisation. People can
throw mud at us.”
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Banded dottere! parents protect their nests well from other birds, but are fess succewful against mammals.

Banded, but
lincreasingly stranded

| The banded dotterel
is in the same boat
as the great spotted
kiwi - nationaily
vuinerable, with a
population predicted
to decline 30-70 per
cent over 10 years or
three generations, |
| whichever is longer. |
| But this peculiar littie '
 bird is another of
New Zealand’s
forgotten species,
writes Ged Ca‘ln ‘

i

Kz

Umiy one fledgling has

banded dottere] nests on the
Haikdura Peninsula, according
tx Forest & Bird branch
chairwoman Ailsa Howard.

All the rest were predated by
cats or hedgehogs, or swept
away bv an ever-more erratic
=

The stories flew under the
radar, while thoze about the
dgkaritc and northern brown
lmu having their endangered
mmﬂt New Zealand-
-ers feeling they were doing a

good job for their native species.

m every year, the
estimated 20,000 breeding adult
 banded dotterels are falling.
‘They are not alone.

Qutside the spotlight, more
than 900 native species are
- approaching extinction and 2800
are declining. According to a
recent report from former par-
liamentary commissioner for
the environment Jan Wright,

_‘=I__

eight out of 10 native birds are
currently threatened.
But a Lincoln University sur-

vey showed 70 per cent of the

public felt the state of the
country’s native plants, animals

and fish was adequate or doing

well last year.
Research co-author Ross Cul-

len describes this perception as
. “totally wrong”, and says the

misunderstanding  probably
boils down to a focus on a dozen
or so ‘‘charismatic species”,
such as tui and kiwi.

It's no wonder the plight of 4
- small bird that likes to stay hid-

den on our ceasts has gone
unnoticed.

Howard has been studying
the dotterel for three years
along the Kaikéura Peninsula,

and says numbers are believed

~ to have decreased nationally

emerged
this season from the 32 known |

from 50,000 to 19,000 in recent
years — a reduction of aimost
two-thirds.

Dotterel numbers are falling
hecause they have evolved to
protect themselves only from
other birds, and haven’t leairned
to cope with mammalian
pmdafors

“They are incrediBiy arthi'
in the art of deceit. They are
incredible to watch because
their behaviours are evolved to
deceive other birds,” Howard
SEVS.

“They are incredibly enter-
taining in the way they lead you
away from the nest, and the way
adulf pairs act as a team.

“They might pretend fo nest -

somewhere else, and they do a
lot of broken wing dancing.”

The banded dotterel, or
t@turiwhatu, is slightiy larger
than a blackbird, and nests in
braided rivers and omn
shorelines.

Howard says it is incredible

to watch the males distract
unwanted visitors,
females sneak back fothe nest.

“They are amazingly cour-
ageous. They would fly at a cat,
they fly at gulls, they sometimes
fly at people. These tiny things -
you will sometimes see them
chasing gulls down the beach.”

'Like many of the country’s

native birds, the banded dotterel
used to ‘exist
quantities.

“People can't gef their heads
around that they re suddenly
becoming endangered, because
their reproduction is so sensi-
tive to mammal predation.

“When they are sitting on
eggs, the birds are strongly ter-
ritarfal.”.

The birds also contend with
Howard says every year nests
are washed away.

“I have some guys who are
on their fourth nest at the
moment, I guess the birds have
evolved to repeat nests to get
some chicks away.””

Howard criticises the pre-
vious government for a lack of
interest in conservation.

“They put money into a few
highly critical projects, in other
words where the animal they
were trying to protect was so
endangered the gene pool harely
had enough varieiy in it to
resuscitate the species.

“In other words they have
had these critical things like
takahé and kikako and kakapd,
50 we have these as poster
things for DOC, but what DOC
has actually been doing has
been very tight-lipped.

“Their effort has been on
public perception and tourism
infrastructure. They have been
really gagged, and that’s been
for 10 years.”

ened banded dottereis nest on Ward Beach between June and
o = i GEOFF VAUSE/STUFF

January.

while
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. Democracy
Reporting

Chloe Ranford
Lotal Democracy Reporter

Flshermeh are “staggered” they
may no longer be able to ride
gquad bikes down fossil-covered
beaches in Marlhorough.

The Marlborough District
Council has agreed to draw up a
bylaw banning drivers from a
45-kilometre streteh of coast, from
the Awatere River mouth to the
Ure River mouth, after concerns
from residents.

Drivers have long cruised the
region’s east coast, but access to it
became easier after the 2016
Kaikoura earthquake exposed flat
platforms of reef which used to be
under water. -

Council strategic planner
Sarah Edmonds said increased
access was hampering the recov-
ery of the environment, and
putting people and threatened
indigenous species at risk.

"There will be long-terin dam-
age if vehicle acess continues,”
she said.

Her report was presented to
the council’s planning, finance
and communities committee on
Thursday, and said it had a
“duty” to control vehicle access to
Marlborough’s east coast.

The report proposed cutting

oﬂbeach access to vehlcles “ﬁ‘om;
Redwood Pass to ‘Ward, and

mtroduci.ng a speed lnmt at
Marfells Beach and Ward Beach,
where flsb'ers could still launch
their boats

The bylaw would also restrict

vehicles on unformed roads.

Marlborough Angling and
Surfeasting Club president David
Miller said he was “staggered”
the hylaw was approved.

“I can t believe it. They can't
close beaches off like that.”

He Would encourgge the club’s
70 members to object during the
bylaw’s consultation perlod
which had not yet been glven a
set date, o

A fisherman, who d1d not want
to be named, sald someone would
end up “drowmng or gel‘ttmg

hurt” trying to access areas on
their boat close to reefs, which

were previously accessible on a
quad.
“The new bylaw means you

can only 1au11ch small boats from,

“Ican’t believe it. They can’t close beaches off

like that.”
David Mitler

Mariborough Angling and Surfcasting Club presiderit

Miller, who fished along the
stretch at least 10 times a year,
was also part of a group that
cycled the coastline,

“Recently we cycled to the
lighthouse and had a picnic. We
were on the sand, so we were no
damage to the environment.”

He had previously attended a
meeting in Ward where members
had discussed their concerns
about quad bikes running over
dotterel birds and their nests,
before suggesting a vehicle ban.

“I said all beaches are legally
public roads and that the council
didn't have the authority to
restrict access to a beach like
that.”

say, Marfells Beach, but it’s
rough there at the best of times.”

Forest and Bird top of the
south regional manager Debs
Martin said the news was
received with excitment, but res-
ignation.

“We know we’ll have another

summmer of damage along the

shore in the interim, while the

bylaw is being drafted.”
Forest and Bird requested the
council introduce a hylaw

restricting vehicle access in
March last year, Martin said.

It was part of the East Coast
Protection Group, which formed
after a landslide of concerns
about the future of the coastline.

','I.--..'.."

"There are some ~1ncre_d1ble
rock patterns here, and people are
driving over them. It’s only got
worse each year,” she said.

Councillor Cynthxa Brooks

said it was a “significant day” for

the council, despite the hard
decu;mn to restrict beach -aceess.
“There’s a lot of history

~around vehicle use-an ‘the coast-

line, but it's not the coastline it
was three years ago, and it’s

‘under threat. It’s one of the few
‘wildernesses left in this country

Brooks said trying to follow
correct procedures and gather
scientific evidence ahout the
changed coastline, while also
“holding back the community”,
had heen “frustrating”.

The bylaw would fall under
the Land Transport Act.

Enforcement and emergency
vehicles would still be allowed on
the coast, such as Marlhorough's
Harbourmaster.

A draft hylaw would be offered
up for consideration at the first
planning, finance and communi-
ties committee of 2020, before
going to the public for consider-
ation.

Council staff would also work
with the Department of Conser-
vation (DOC) to investigate the
cost of barriers.

The New Zealand Police, New
Zealand Transport Agency
(NZTA), iwi and DOC would be
consulted on the proposal, along-
side commercial rock lobster and
paua busimesses.
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