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Beach log barrier ™

Chioe Ranford
Locai Democracy Reporter

Fishermen have

built log barricades

along Marlbor-

ough’s east coast in
 a bid to head off a
- proposed vehicle
ban.

Craig Marfell — part of the
family that gifted Marfells Beach
to the Crown - is one of two
people to have stacked driftwood
barriers along parts of a
9-kilometre stretch of beach, to
educate guadbike users and
other drivers while keeping them
from “important areas".

Marlborough District Council

- agreed to draft a bylaw in Novemn-
ber banning vehicles after con-
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servationists said drivers were
“hampering” the coast, which

‘was lifted by the 2016 Kaikoura

earthquake. Consultation is set to .
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Fisherman Craig Marfell, left, has
built several log barricades,
above, to keep motorists from
damaging areas above the high-
tide line. CHLOE RANFORD/LDR

— —

begin this month or next,

Marfell and a friend began
their barricade plan as a way of
being “proactive” after attending
a public information day hosted
by the East Coast Protection
Group in January.

Arveas at and between Marfells
Beach and Cape Campbell had
since been blocked off at the high-
tide mark. The Marfells Beach
barricade is about 15 metres long,
and had no quadbike tracks lead-
Ing up to it.

The pair had also put out a
voluntary code of conduct sign,
which told motorists to drive
below the high-tide line, avoid
marine growth, dispose of rub-
bish, and stick to 25kmh at the
Cape Campbell lighthouse.

Beach users created the code
in 2018, as a way of showcasing
the minimum standard of driv-
ing behaviour expected by
vehicle users.

Martfell said he hoped the

project would prove that edu-
cation and area restrictions
were a better alternative than the
Pproposed blanket ban.

“It took us about two days of
work, then a bit inore to make the
[code of conduct] signs ... It’s edu-
cating. You can’t expect people to

; know this.

““The open stretches of heach
are not the issue when it comes to
vehicles going above high tide.
It’s more the corners that are the

From page1//
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problem areas,” he said.

They had not obtained
approval froin the council or the
Department of Conservation,
which owned the Marfells Beach
campsite “but we thought, ‘Some-
one’s got to do something’,” he
said.

There were more areas that
Marfell wanted to barricade off,

A council spokesman said on
Friday afternoon that the
upcoming consultation process
would give everyone the oppor-
tunity to share their opinion,

A letter sent to landowners
along the east coast said vehicle
traffic and environmental pres-
sure had increased since the
earthguake.,

“Council investigations have
concluded that motor vehicles
are hampering the process of

recovery of the reef platforms,
are a threat to indigenous veg-
etation species and habitats of
indigenous fauna that are pres-
ent along this coast,” it said,

Vehicles also posed “a risk to
public safety”’,

The council’s technical report,
which informed the proposed

bylaw, said there would be “long- ____

term consequences’ if uncon-
trolled vehicle access continued
along the coast.

It recommended speed limits
be imposed at Marfells Beach and

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Ward Beach, so fishermen could
launch boats.

It also recommended vehicles
be banned from the Awatere
River mouth to the Ure River
mouth. More than 2000 people
have signed a petition hoping to
kill the proposed bylaw.

Petition organiser and fisher-
man Mark Wills said the pro-
posed ban could be avoided if the
council put more stock into edu-
cation and compromise,

The new log barricade at Mar-
fells Beach appeared to work, he
said, with vehicles now travelling
o1 “less sensitive areas” below
the high-tide }ine.

Wills said educating vehicle
users on the code of conduct had
resulted in a “huge reduction in
damage and risk to the flora and
fauna” in the past. If the Depart-
ment of Conservation and the
council chipped in, “so much

more could be achieved”, |

Wills said beach users were
“happy to negotiate” a solution to
a ban, including a 30kmh speed
limit, restricting beach access to
bre-earthquake times, seasonal
bans and restricting vehicles to
below the high-tide line.

“When we’re below high-tide,
we're below lizards, spiders and
dotterel birds. They're not there
because it’s flooded with water
every few hours.”

A draft bylaw would be taken
to the council this month, before
a minimum one-month consul-
tation period, when people could
submit their views,

A hearing committee would
then deliberate on those sub-
missions and make a recommen-
dation to the council, which
would reach a final decision,

The bylaw was expected to be
m place by the end of this year-.
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Chloe Ranford I
Local Democracy Reporter \
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Fishermen have built log Parri— \
cades along Marlborought east
coast to show alternatives to a
sed vehicle ban.
%rr(;fi)g Marfell, part of the family
that gifted Marfells Beach to the
Crown, is one of two people to
have stacked a driftwood block.
The “proactive” move is to help
keep motorists from important
area’ of the 9-kilometre stretch
h, he says.
frzzzcat and EetWeen Marfells
Beach and Cape Campbell haiwe
been blocked off at the high tide
mark. The Marfells Beach bar-
ricade is about 15 metres long.
Craig says he hopes tbe move
will prove that education and
area restrictions were a better
alternative than the proposed
planket ban put forward ‘by
Marlborough District Council.
“It took us about two

Fisherman
Photo: Chloe Ranford.
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Drone images
show recovery
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Marlborough landmark rotecd

_and lake to be fenced off from stock
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East Coast Protection Group ‘

Field Day to Cape Campbell and AGM
Friday 314 July 10am
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Please RSV to Ricl Stolwerk - Chair ECPG,
ristolwerkBgmail.com or 021 823 770
by 5.00pm Thursday July 30
{uir catering purposes.
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MPI looks at

east coast paua ban

- Maia Hart

maia.hart@stuff.co.nz

A lift on shellfish and seaweed
restrictions on the South Island’s
east coast could be just around the
corner, if research shows there has
been a “sustained recovery” of
stock. ¥ :
©  Following the 7.8-magnitude
earthquake in 2018, shellfish and
seaweed fisheries in the Kaikoura
and Marfells Beach regions were
closed off after coastal uplift left
- stock out of the water.
Gathering was prohibited from
Marfells Beach to Conway River
and extended 4 nautical miles out

to sea. The ban did not apply to

" crayfish, scampi or octopus.
.Ministry for Primary Indus-
tries fish compliance regionat
manager Howard Reid said last
month restrictions were always
intended to be temporary.

Initially the ban was for three
months, but there were “worrying
signs” for shellfish and seaweed
species, so a decision was made to
extend restrictions.

Speaking at the Marlborough

! East Coast Protection Group's
annual general meeting on July 31,
Reid said a lot of work had been
done to monitor habitats of stock
such as seaweed and paua.

“When science says we can
allow the return of harvesting, that
will be allowed in some measure,”
Reid said. 3

“That is approaching, that con-
versation will start soon and the
sharing of scierce is due to be soon
as well.

“Through gfoups like this and

Last year the
legal limit of
paua per person
decreased from
10 per persen to
five in Kalkdura,
Canterbury,
Martborough
and Nelson.
STUFFJEREMY
WILKINSON

through consulting with iwi and
the public, MPI will look at re-
opening access.”

Reid said yesterday there had
been a process of research to
understand the effects of the
earthquake along the east coast.

The next update on the
research was expected in late
September, Reid said. .

He said come September, there
could be an indication of sus-
tained recovery of shellfish and
seaweed fisheries.

“That's what would be import-
ant for MPI to start to initiate a
process of public consultation,”
he said. “That public consultation
would focus on what a reopening
would look like.”

In December, the legal limit
for recreational paua fishing
halved in Kaik6ura, Canterbury,
Marlborough and Nelson.

Fisheries Management's direc-
tor, Stuart Anderson, said the
new quota was designed to help
the depleted numbers recover
after the earthquake in 2016.

The legal limit of paua per per-
son decreased from 10 per person
to five, or 2.5 kilograms of minced
meat during a multi-day fishing
trip to 1.25ke.

The limits applied to both
black and vellow foot paua.

In 2016 and 2017, the total com-
mercial catch limits had been
decreased by 50 per cent in all
four areas, and the commercial
industry in Nelson and Marlbor-
ough had voluntarily reduced its
legal fishing quota by a further 10
per cent.

Reid said there were “some
indications” that resettled paua
had continued breeding and there
had been some growth in stock.

*
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i ina time and the birds are breeding along Marlboroug . )

ialllasnsgpt;;ggbtrl:raqged rivers. Along the coast the Banded Dotterel and Varlab\i(?nolyés;irrape

catcher nest in pairs, each pair having its own territory. The neste]; are a simp

in the sand or pea gravel, sometimes by a lOﬁ or clgﬂngoo;%rggkte P,

d view of oncoming danger. It asy . | hee

g}?dyshfa\fﬁn% %?\% see them running, their nest is nc—:_e?r anglthaesyeagﬁgttarﬁ]tg\n? :t:\ﬁgzege?tyh. |

ce of yourself as an intruder in their territory. eas &

Eﬁifﬁeﬁf}ﬁgd Gulté {the world's most endangered quill), Red Billed Gulis and White

ili see
i i i . They are all colony nesters, so you wil
Fronted Terns will also start nesting shortly 4 oS S
groups of them, with birds coming and going. The Black Billed Gu R

i i Ure and Clarence. They are usua
I T s Walralgtpt\r\?[:ﬁro%th. Red Billed Gulls and White Fronted Terns som?h—e
times nest on the spit at the river mouth and other times on rocks protrudlr}gaa?‘go;/:ke
sea such as at Ward Beach. If you wald like to take a good look at thgr{;}, pdesturbance
binoculars and stay well back. Their eggg arg sC eats‘::lyrsrr‘r:e%?;\ed, and the di

nce can resuit in them abanconing thet : "

Z?mg ?’tl:/:slraﬁgiths you might alsc see P'tec/i/ Shtl;: r(]jesiu?_g ,etg?g r?;et ﬁgfeb;?gkl §2dazygh(|)t§d

ones with really long legs. If you go to http://nzbirdsenline.org.nz | I S e
i ipti ding to help identify what you are seeing. nips:/ -

B e o | bout a wide variety of species. |

ralist.nz/projects is another good place to learn abou Ay T s .
i ! t underway. Beach Aid 1S d r .

We now have a Beach Aid Beach Recovery Projec R ‘

ing” proj istori ive dune systems trapped sand, stabilising the -

seeding” project. Historically, NZ native e e e s
heloed to create beaches and the associated habilals. [He € =28 Be L e
?ﬁ:?(t'aaipgurg.ga?_thquaké has created ‘new space: for dunes along the coast. It has atso
moved the old dunes 'awady fronzi the hd]gio e e . ‘ .

1 to the high tide, and nee | ! .5 |
g?gﬁf sgzisv% sand bir?ding plants, you may have seen it along the c%’ast, it ggc;\:tsal‘?:s%o' |

runners out towards the sea to colonise the bare sand dunes. htt_ps.f _WWW.OOd i .
ratiomrust.org.nzidunenrestorationfptants-anlmals/foredune-spemes isad i

une plants. : i |
ll??f:)nuiltiguotrth:gali ffl?)m Marfell's Beach out tlokthe Cape CiTﬁg%yﬁllghot?Svﬁgry;rlajdwm ,'
i l like caring an
see some plantings along the way. If you fee O ey |
i k that would be really helpful. Mariboroug :
e S e i lants to establish. There are plantings
i vironment makes it challenging for little plants lish.
\g;ﬁgr?elqll's Beach, Mussel Point and about a 1km south of the “grt\'[fgpcisgiolwe I

Eor further information or help with future plantings please coptao iC verk !

021823770 East Coast Protection Group Chairman r ¥
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Re: Public Beach Access

Mr Stevenson's letter on Wed 16th
about public beach access south of Kapa-
ra'le Hau (Grassmere) is confusing. Like
many, | go down here most weeks, enjoy
fishing with mates, fossicking, the wild-
life and scenery. People will always be
able 1o walk along this beach (o fish, to
paddle, to watch birds, to look for shells

- and othertaongy, or to just wander, relax
and enjoy. This traditional beach use has
been occurring for 100s of years, since
parties of Maori first came to enjoy the
abundant kaimoana found here.

Unfortunately since the Kaikoura
earthquake caused uplift, 4-wheel-drive
vehicles have been able to drive more
easily along this fragile coast. The results
of increasing numbers of cars, trucks
and motorbikes- many zooming over
the beach without regard or respect for
other beach users or for the wildlife (that
used to live and breed successtully here)
has been evident from both tyre tracks,
videos and photos.

To my knowledge, there is no commer-
cial interest wanting to prohibit recrea-
tional fishermen from access, There is a
concerned group ot locals. however, who
are worried with the growth in numbers -
of 4-wheel-drive vehicles at weekends

. and holidays, riding roughshod over this

Sun  23[9[20

coastiine. The vehicle drivers, maybe
unintentionally, have been spoiling
the peace and wilderness for walkers
and wildlife alike, ripping up fragile
vegetation growing on the dunes, in the
pea-gravel stretches, riding over sandy
beds of juvenile shellfish and disrepect-
ing areas of cultural significance.

It is a relief to see that, finally, the
local council has taken its responsibility

_for protecting this area of great natural

significance seriously. The geology and
the native wildlife- seabirds, shellfish,
gecko. skink, spiders and other inverte-
brates, plus native plants- are an amazing
but fragile. Much is either endangered
or rare, and whose survival is now at
risk with the increased traffic within
their habitat. :
The MDC has proposed a bylaw that
will not restrict public access, rather,
it will ensure that people are able to
come to this coastline to fish, to enjoy
the peace and taonga found living here,
safely. We are grateful that our council
has finally stepped in to protect it, so that
future generations cau also enjoy what
we have the privilege of experiencing
today. It’s truly the best coast around ...
let’s keep it that way! 1
Hazel Monk

T \
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Looking after our coastline

From sheltered bays in the Marlborough
Sounds to the exposed coast south of
Cape Campbell, Marlborough has 1,200km
of coastline that many people enjoy for
recreation or rely on for a living.

Council works with several Government
agencies including the Department of
Conservation and Ministry for Primary
Industries to look after the coastal area,
This is a complicated task, covering more
than 725,000ha of water with many
competing interests that must be managed
gnd balanced. Tourism, aquaculture,
fishing, mahinga kai {customary food
gathering) and recreation all depend on

healthy coastal ecosystems and good
water quality,

Marine and land activities such as farming,
fgrestry and sewage discharge ali have a
direct impact on the coastal environment,
Council regulates the different activities

------ FRaAN i SlAddr s AR s s e r e

in the Sounds through the Resource

Management Pian and consenting process,

This work is backed up by research

and monitoring to help understand the
effects of land and water use and provide
information for future planning and
protection. )

For more information on Council’'s work in

this area visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
environment/coastal

L T T T

Letters to the editor

Ward Beach access

Mrs Monk's letter [Wednesday Sun,
September 23, on Ward Beach access] [
find very confusing, with Mrs Monk
saying the proposed bylaw only wants
to ban 4WD vehicles from the beach. I
find this confusing because all my time
on the group they wanted to ban quad
fishers from the beach. The strange
part is “New Zealand law allows beach
access” and a quad does less damage
than a walker, so perhaps it might be
better for her group to ban walkers. In
Kaikoura, quads are allowed on the
beach (during nesting) and that is
supported by the Kaikoura District
Council. ‘Educate’ is better than ‘ban’.
It's the same in Tasman Bay. I think
the main problem is that a few
councillors are only supporting a small |
group rather than the whole
community. There was no problem
before the earthquake because
responsible quad fishers stayed below
the high tide and now the high tide line
has risen. The responsible quad fishers
still stay below the high tide line. Also,
the beach is showing signs of recovery

with the paua now being looked at
opening in some areas. Some people
will always harm things, but not
everyone. After all you don’t give a
person a guilty verdict if they are not
guilty, so why say all people are

causing damage when they are not.

Mark Wills
Blenheim

Dotterel’s

Emma Dangerfield

A Kaikoura bird researcher is
calling for tighter cat control after
the killing of one of her most
studied banded dotterels.

Ailsa Howard has been
studying the birds at South Bay

* for the past five years, and

ramping up protection measures
each breeding season to try to
ensure their survival.

However, extensive efforts
including surveillance cameras
and cages around nesting pairs
have proved no match for
roaming cats.

Last week, RLBB (named after
his coloured leg bands) was taken
from the nest where he was
protecting his hatching chicks. A
cat was caught on camera with
the bird in its mouth.

Howard said RLBB was one of
the most studied breeding birds
at the site and one of the most
successful, producing several
clutches of fledglings over the
past four years. “The loss of this
particular bird is devastating for
our study,” she said.

"It is a topsy-turvy world which
aliows a pet cat to roam free to
hunt and kill when a rapidly
declining endemic species is
potential prey.”

PTERRF I S AL T SR |

death ‘devastating’

2oM= O A O

Howard said the three chicks
on the nest had subsequently
frozen to death, bringing the total
number of killed birds this season
so far to eight.

A further 17 nests had been
destroyed - most by cats. It was
also easy for humansto
accidently damage the nests as
they were very difficult to spotin
the camouflage of the stony
beach. Efforts had been made to
protect the nests through signage
and by educating guad bike
riders, freedom campers and dog
walkers, she sald.

Howard had now exhausted
all legal means to protect the
nests and was urging cat owners
to play their part by keeping their
pets inside at night.

In a submission to the

RLBB pictured on
South Bay beach.
The bird was one
of the population’s
most successful
breeders for four
years untii he was
killed by a cat last
week,

AlLSA HOWARD
PHOTOGRAPHY

Kaikoura District Council's draft
annual plan this year, Howard
called for a cat bylaw to reduce
the animals’ negative impacts on .
wildlife.

The council stopped short of
adopting a bylaw, but agreed
some form of responsibility on
cat owners should be considered,
and planned to work on finding a
“pragmatic solution™ with
Howard, the Department of
Conservation (DOC} and
Environment Canterbury.

New Zealand's banded
dottetel (pohowera) populations
are in decline in part because of
introduced mammatian
predators, including hedgehogs
and cats.

According to DOC, there are
only about 1700 dotterels left,
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Annual Summer East Coas
Protection Group Field Trig
and
Public Meeting
All welcome

When: January 19th - 2021
Where: Meet at the Ward Hall
morning tea and then field trip
Ward Beach

Time: 10.00am at Ward Hall

Following our return to the ha
we will have an update from
Shane Orchard on the monitc
work being done by the Unive
sity of Canterbury.

This will be followed by the
general meeting, finishing wit
afternoon tea.

Please RSVP by January 15t
for catering purposes to:
Rick Stolwerk -Chairman
ECPG
ristolwerk@gmail.com
021823770
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Beach work warning

Local
Demeocracy
Reporting

Chloe Ranford
Locat Democracy Reporter

Plans to dig up a popular Marlbor-
ough beach and launch fishing
bhoats could have “unknown”
environmental effects, conserva-
tionists say.

Burkhart Fisheries was left
high and dry after the Kaikdura
earthquake raised the region’s
coastline by up to 3 metres in
places, leaving its launch site of 46

yvears unusable and its hoats

unable to reach fisheries.

The company applied this year
to use a “large digger” to shift
about 3500 cubic metres of gravel
on Ward Beach, creating a boat
launching area. It asked to do this
three times a year for a week for 15
vears, so it could fish “without
having to consistently reapply to
council for a new consent”.

It paused the application in
March to talk with iwi and conser-
vationists who opposed the idea.

The case went to a hearing on
Tuesday after Burkhart Fisheries
failed to reassure all submitters
the shifted gravel would not hurt
the beach. :

The company has had three

- consents in the past two years to
dig a launch site, each one with a
different dumping area for the
gravel. A one-month consent is
currently in place and expires by
Christias.

Burkhart Fisheries lawyer
Quentin Davies said this time the
company wanted to deposit gravel

L7120

north of its launching site, as
gravel placed to the south could
be pushed back in by currents.

Davies said gravel placed to
the north would be spread out,
not “piled into a mountain of
gravel”, and contoured to match
the natural appearance of Ward
Beach. Changes would smooth
out during storms.

The East Coast Protection
Group, which championed the
preservation of the region’s coast,
and opposed the application, said
at the hearing its main concern
was gravel entering a geo-
preservation reserve by the Ward
Beach boulders, where vulner-
able birds nested.

Forest and Bird top of the

south manager Debs Martin said,
in her hearing statement, Forest
and Bird wanted the consent to
expire in five years, not 15 years,
to assess the impacts of moving
gravel around.

The banded
dotterel is one of
two threatened
bird species that
call Ward Beach
home.

ROSS GIBLIN/STUFF

- Baseline Marlborough Ltd
senior planner and director Anna
Bensemann, giving evidence for
Burkhart Fisheries, found the
small number of digs allowed
each year was unlikely to degrade
the ecological system.

Burkhart Fisheries' appli-
cation noted that “a small num-
ber” of the threatened banded dot-
terel nested on the south end of
Ward Beach, and said it would
run a survey of birds within 100
metres of the proposed site before
any works started during their
nesting season.

Burkhart Fisheries director
Trevor Burkhart said although
the company had asked to dig up
to three times a year, it expected
to dig about once.

The hearing was adjourned on -

Tuesday afternoon. Burkhart
Fisheries has until'today to file a
revised set of proposed consent
conditions.
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East Coast Proitection Group

A place to take the family
Scientific Reserve
How about a walk to Chancet Rocks- from ward beach head north. The gravels give way to a wonder of limestone
outcrops, and beach boulders.
This geological preservation zone is a fantastic day out.
Keep an eye out for dotterels- you may see one nesting or even a little chick.
Leave your dog at home or make sure it is on a lead.
New members always welcome to the ECPG
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ehicle beach ban in Marlborough
head from councillors
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A quad bike sitting on Ward Beach, where Moeraki-like boulders have formed following the Kaikour

Coun

Local Democracy Reporter

A decision on what vehicles will, or
will not, be barred from Marlborough’s
east coast is expected this week, a year

after a controversial blanket ban was
first floated, i

The Marlborough District Council

agreed to draw up a new bylaw last
December barring motorists from the
Awatere River mouth to the Ure River
mouth in a bid to protect ecosystems
made more accessible after the 2016
Kaikoura earthquake,

‘But thousands signed a petition
opposing the vehicle ban, fearing an

end to family quad-biking traditions,

including the family that gifted their
beach to the Government. Conserva-
tionists, on the other hand, welcomed
the plan, saying vehicles hampered the
recovery of the reef platforins and
threatened indigenous vegetation and
wildlife along the coast,

Division among stakeholders -
some supporting a blanket ban, some a
partial ban, and others no ban -

© brompted the council to seek more

feedback, which delayed the suinmer
dpe date. -
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quake.
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Local
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Reporting

To ensure the draft bylaw went pub-
lic as soon as possible, t e council
wanted to set up a bylaw sub-
committee, which would finalise new
rules while staff were on their summer
holidays. N

But first, councillors needed to
decide what vehicles to ban.

The first option, supported by. staff,
was to cut off beach access to all
vehicles between Redwood Pass to

. Ward, and introduce a speed limit at
- Marfells Beach and Ward Beach,

where fishers could still launch their
boats. The bylaw would also restrict
vehicles from unformed roads and
sand dunes. e

A report filed ahead of tomorrow’s
full council meeting said a blanket ban
would protect significant tangata whe-
nua sites, threatened species and
habitats, and other beach users, as well
as allowing the coast to recover from
the Kaikoura quake, i

The second and final option would

~ ban cars but not quad bikes or

motorbikes, which could still travel

below the high tide mark.

“Staff decided to include this option
after several stakeholders said they
believed quad bikes and motorbikes
had a “lighter footprint” than other
vehicles, so did less damage to the
coastal e 8

This view was supported by petition
signatories, but not council staff, who
said the benefits these vehicles
brought the public were “arguable”
and “insignificant” when compared to
the damage and disturbance being
caused by the vehicles.

A partial ban would also be difficult
to enforce, the report said.

Thirteen councillors and the mayor

. would vote on the options.

Once a draft bylaw was drawn up, it
would be made public for at least a
month so people could submit their
viewson it.

A hearing committee would then
deliberate on the submissions and
make a recommendation to the coun-
cil, which would decide whether or not
to adopt the new “East Coast Protec-
tion Bylaw"”, . i

-Gerald Hope, Deputy Chair of the Environment Comrritiee.
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issi ing soon
East Coast Beach access bylaw submissions opening

: i i a sub-
A vehicle bylaw to protect Marlbhorough's East Coast is t?weeagtljnrgr;%r holiday.
committee, so work can continue on the prQPc_)saI_over roposal and open
Appointed ’by Council, the subcommittee will finalise tlh ?epFebruary 2021,
public submissions before full Council reconvenes in &

i i with a
In its final meeting of the year today, councillors unamr&’l(\)fléﬁ%ig rgﬁdon ais ,y
staff recommendation to move forward with a proDOS?f\/aima/Ure S AL,
beaches, reefs and dunes between the Awatere and X e Totel 48 Sk - 18
a stretch of coastline where more than half - 28.5km O
recognised as ecologically significant.

it i iwi, i ding statu-
The area is known for its CUt”U';?' sigmr]:lcggtci:gntg r\;]Vli'tlft’“:p[;% g\ijt'é;;nﬁwlgo&g o?t o
i r longstanding conn ' F et e Fryio
g)rreya(,:lt?wl? (S:O%ré? igtﬂ?)me t% mahingg;]a kai (food gathering) of significa
the sea and rivers, e i

i bo
law responds to public safety concerms a Pt Tl

gpt?\grgggs\gtea?e?r)éa, couppled with unexpected discove rI?g E/Yaﬁlggrough’s East
lowing the Kaikdura earthquake. The dramatic change2 ok oF sy Glpbe
Coasghas been the biggest transformation observe: ad s T 208
earthquake in modern times. The high tide mark shifte o ahE WaE DreviouEly
metres, leaving more exposed beach. In places wheret 2y time. The damage
restricted by tides, it is now possible to walk or drive & e %as o ta rountag
caused by the quake, coupled with the increased access,

pressure on the area’s unique ecosystem. o Which

d chan
“The public will continue to have beach access. The prcfggﬁ%e e T as
will open for public consultation soon, is the unchecke e S auncilor
posing a safety risk and accelerating ecological damageé,

i ; i cember 2019,
Since agreeing to move forward with protecting the al:nadlgtgeers N o
Council has been talking with iwi, community groups N acaiuae feporis and
interest in the coast. In recent months, councillors h& Ging altematives 1o a
updates on the progress of the proposed bylaw, incluea =t Saosystoms. Cour-
vehicle ban, to protect public safety and the East Co 2:;11 R loation t FeaUce
cil has considered the alternatives, such as relying r? APbgiray
speed, keeping to designated routes or types of veha

i he quality of
"The Council recognises that water and recreation & Ej%?seﬂ—%ai:tﬁtara!grecrg-
life in Marlborough, which is why this proposal consr; e, The aim of tha
ational, economic, scientific and ecological role of t Aot restores and con-
bylaw is continued use of the coastal area in away
serves it for future generations,” Cir Hope said.

. i o0ss New Zea-
: e s Tid h other o ul clls acr 2 :
{\ﬂanadrlb\?;rhoeure Vse icles are Coymmonly restricted or baryned from beaches

activities.

i i on will include excep-
hat goes to the public for consultat® O e
tTiQr?sdtréigwgy\{fae\gi(t;lg bgn, such as for boat launching akf}g a\%%ens,tsbbgaﬁected by
agencies. Access for Wﬁ]king, cyclir%ggicélggri%ﬁg kbe gllowed undctat: et
. Under this proposal, ‘ o ft,
tst;)eegg\?ifntw)l){'g\rya stretch of anpst south of the Waim=a/Ure Rive

i ' nd Jamie

Mayor John Leggett and councillors David Oddie, Geg?l?hQ%?Sn%ing, EALS
Arb{lckle have geen appointed to the SUb_Commltteeisions abhout the By aw
& Community Committee, which is able to make d?j?ic Fhe next steps are
and advance it to the notification stage with the pu =t sroposal, update the
to finalise engagement with iwi, finalise the draa tign lan (including the
East Coast technical report, develop a consultea ubll)ic to formally open
submission period for the public) and notify the P .

: izt ing in Feb-
El'hhees;'ﬂﬁrglgﬁ:*n%ri‘l '\?\:ﬁl appoint a hearings panel am ¥ter reconvening
ruary, before submis_snons_ close.
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Designéited
tracks may

help solve

vehicle ban

Local
Democracy .
Reporting

Chloe Ranford
Local Democracy Reporter

Let's find the middle ground and

- drive on it.

A University of Canterbury
research group has found
designated vehicle routes or
exclusion zones might he a “com-
patible” solution to a bylaw pro-
posing to ban vehicles from Marl-
borough's east coast, after
IUning a survey, :

Access to the east coast
became easier after the Kaikéura
earthquake exposed more reefs,
so the Marlborough District
Council proposed barring
motorists from a 45km stretch to
help protect it, before later admit-
ting its data on whether vehicle
use had risen was “anecdotal”.

University of Canterbury
researcher Dr Shane Orchard,
part of the group studying the
coast’s recovery, ran an two-
month survey to plug the “infor-
mmation gap” on who used the
coast and how, with the results
released last week.

The survey’s 208 respondents

voted ‘walking' the coast's most -

popular recreational activity,
with about 85 per cent having
taken part, followed by ‘sightsee-
ing' and ‘wildlife viewing’, ‘Off-
road driving’ came in at fifth, at
45 per cent.

But when asked to name the
most, and least, positive aspects
of the beach, Orchard found

. positives for one bunch of users

TURN TO PAGE 3

From pl/ o
Tracks to
solve ban?

were listed as negatives for
another.

The impacts motorists had on
the coast’s environment and
other users ranked as the two
highest concerns, but ‘fishing and
diving’ was ranked as the second
best benefit,

Some said they feared possible
fishing restrictions, while others
worried about overharvestmg

He saw a similar theme after
asking respondents to suggest
solutions, with “‘allow access for
all vehicles” (21 people) butting
with “ban on vehicles” (about 75
people). “Several [solutions] are
largely incompatible with others,
particularly those involving
access for motorised vehicles.”

Orchard said this highlighted
a need for conflict resolution.

But some ideas could tick
everyone's boxes, such as setting
up vehicle routes or no-vehicle
zones, and educating residents on
the impacts humans could have
on the coast.,

Results from the survey could
be used to help inform the devel-
opment of the draft bylaw, which
was set to go out to for public
feedback for a month from Febru-
ary next year,

The draft bylaw was due to
suggest barring beach access to
all vehicles between Redwood
Pass and Ward, and introducing a
speed limit at Marfells Beach and
Ward Beach, where fishers could
still Jaunch their boats.

The proposed blanket ban had
so far divided the region into two
camps -~ those who thought
vehicles damaged ecosystems
made vulnerable by the Kaikdura
quake and those who thought
most motorists were eco-
conscious.

Orchard was part of the Mar-
ine Ecology Research Group’s
RECOVER project that was moni-
toring and assessing ongoing
changes to the coast’s ecosystem
following the Kaikéura earth-
quake. It was due to end in Octo-
ber 2021.
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Letters to the Editor
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Cape Campbell lighthouse east of Marfells Beach. A letter writer is concerned at the -

proposal to close beach access to vehicles.

The Marlborough District Council’s
proposal to close the beach access to
vehicles will mean I will have to give
up my recreational activities of diving
and crayfishing. Walking, horse riding
and cycling over these distances will
only be available to the young or the
super fit. Recreation is more than
looking after the leg muscles.

The justification for the vehicle ban
are claims that vehicles are damnaging
the dunes. vegetation, nesting bird
areas and historic pa sites. This is

. based on poor research with the areas

of concern well ahove the high tide
line, an area where vehicles do not go.

The last four years since the
earthguake, the fishermen have inade
positive steps to solve the problem so
that evervone can enjoy the beach.
This started with the voluntary code of
conduct which was agreed to by most
vehicle users, followed by placement of
signs and barriers to direct vehicles to
a single suitable pathway. This has
been very successful with no vehicles
accessing the dunes from Marfells
Beach to Canterbury Gully. In the last
three weeks only a few vehicles have
travelled along the beach in front of the
camp area and these were below the
high tide line.

The claim that the vehicles are a

DOC

safety risk is not supported by records
kept by the police or others and it must
be noted that many walkers have been
assisted by fishermen, the most
common problems being twisted
ankles and exhaustion. There are
already sufficient rules controlling
vehicles under the NZ Transport Act
and all road rules apply. I feel the
council is over-reacting to pressure
applied by conservationists and some
adjoming landowners who want to
control access to the coastline.

I believe the banning of vehicles by .
the council is discriminating against
older people, those with mobility
problems and will prohibit children
partaking and enjoving recreational
activities, learning about our
environment and how to care for it, the

history of this area and spending time

with family in our local area.

Isn't this coastline of ourr beautiful
country there tobe enjoyed by
everyone? Is this area going to be
locked up and out of bounds toallbuta
few forever? Please, putin a
submission to the councit when they

. are called for and tell them what you

think. I strongly believe in
recreational access with education.
Roger Hambleton

Seddon
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Fast Coast Protection Group Group

PHOTO TAKEN MONDAY 4.1.21
AT CANTERBURY GULLY (Oruamoa)
b 77-8 kms south of Marfells Beach.

This is one of the main nesting sites along this coast for the
Banded Dotterel because of the wide beach and fresh water

= || In this area Variable Oyster Catchers nest. It is home to Katipo
spiders, skinks and two species of Gecko. Until recently this
area was used by Little Blue Penguins for resting and moulting.
Sand Tussock, Spinafex, Raouli cushion plants and Pingao are
endernic to this site.

Many different species of migratory birds use thlS area for
resting and feeding including the Bar Tailed Godwits, Ruddy
Turnstones and Knots.

Making the public aware of the unique biodiversity -
FAST COAST PROTECTION GROUP- find our Fb page

i

East Co b
Protection E("E‘rsrg;)up

Meeting and Field Trip
to Ward Beach

Tuesday 19" January 10 am
Details of Field Day:

Meet al the Ward Hall at 10 am.

We will be having morning tea followed by
presentations on Lake Elterwater and the
recent work done by Dr Shane Orchard -
University of Canterbury.

We will then head to Ward Beach tolock at
issues around the coastal environment.

ALLWELCOME

Please R.S.V.P. for catering purposes, to:

Rick Stolwerk
Chair, ECPG
021 823770
rjstolwerk@gmail.com
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Cape Campbell access

Over the pat year or so, quads have been
accused of desecration towards dotterels,
katipo, the foreshore and the likes, which
have all been proved baseless duds, but now
1t's “the reef needs to recover”.

Irode to Cape Campbell recently 7km past
the lighthouse, all on sand and below the high
tide zone easily. To be accused of degrading
the reef on my ride down there is bordering
on pathetic.
| Twent fishing at Ward Beach last week and
it became obvious to me through the lack of
bird life and yracks in the sand that a cat was
‘hiving there.

It's a reserve and is extensively trapped by
Someone trying to make a difference, but
their trap systems are poor at catching cats.

1 took five traps down there the next night
and caught 4 three-year-old wild tomeat.

While walking around there I noticed
Stock freely roaming a northern beach eating
tussocks and shrubs, many hectares of fire

The Sw I3-2-|

damaged foreshore
and unresiricted
people prints every-
where above the high
tide zone. Will this &
be the fate of Cape
Campbell it quads
are banned from
there as well?

It would be dumb
and visionless to ban
the very people with
outdoor skills who
know the reef system .
and environment better than most and with
the gear to get down there.

The Queen’s Chain was established to
protect the public’s food gathering rights and
their access rights and to set ourselves apart
from the miseries of Europe. .

My hobby is gathering the very best of
wild foods that I can and it keeps me fit and

healthy, so don’t lock me out of my backyard
as a lot of people like me use this resource t0o.

I think an easy and workable solution would
be tolet the quads on the beaches three hours
either side of low tide, strictly forbidden above
high tide zone and on the reefs, and signage
stating the simple rules and penalties.

Joe Harrison

o=

East Coast Protection Group Field Day
held at the Ward Domain Big Shed

19th January

A gatherin
A lovely mornin
Shane Orchard
Quake of 20186,

Dave Barker
the Waima L

B

!andowners and an
inthe Lake. Lookin
on shallow Lakes

Shane showed th
that can be revisij
heing formed. S
the coastline.

ﬁwc\;vsi”i(ntg the Ward Beach Boulders with talks about the geological history was
KT bounEjeStm'g and back in the Shed a short talk on the significance of the
ary line which can be seen in south Marlborough which marked the

extinction of the dinosaurs.

Mike Aviss talked about his
ith the Beach Aid
spraying out of the

Alan Johnson gave us anu

awaiting a decision on. An

We were introd
look forwarg to

We had a deliciey
by us all.

gof over3o people came to the ECPG field day/meeting yesterday.
9 tea started the day followed by an informative talk by Dr
On Dune Restoration, and Beach profiles resulling in after the

gave g short presentation on the values of Lake Elterwater and
s fr a90on which has now become a Marlborough SNA. Dave is call-
g Management plan to be put together for Lake Elterwater, including

y other stake holders, general public that may be interested
g at similar projects that have been undertaken within NZ
Anyone interested should contact Dave.

€ group how to use a Laser Level to measure beach profiles
ted and monitored as to how the building of new Dunes are
hane has some hotspots chosen for ongoing monitoring along

| year along the coast, fencing off and plantings
project. Tr\t;.e importance of Spinafex and Pingao and the
Invasive Marram Grass. A busy year with ongoing plantings
planned over the next 3 years with funding secured. el .

: pdate on the Freedom Camping in our area which
is only allowed at Lake Elterwater Rest area. The dog Bylaw which we are

_ update on the Bylaw process for the vehicle ban on
the coast, expecting it to be notified late February, early March.

Liced to cur new community ranger, Nicky from DOC, whom we
Introducing to our coastline and hinterland.

r_j___—w

us barbecue lunch followed by sweet treats, a great day had |
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L picture taken south of the Cape Campbell tighthotse.

.

Letters to the Editor

Quad bike damage?

This picture (at right) was taken two
weeks after the so-called “busy season”
for quad bikes on the beach.

Please look for yourself to see the
damage caused by quads. There is
none. Dy

Education has shown that it is the
way forward. The picture was taken on
the stretch of beach south of the
lighthouse. ;

The Marlborough District Council
will be calling for submissions soon on
the bylaw. The coast is showing
regrowth. -

Mark Wills, Blenheim

Capé Campb‘e'll.,ai;:_cess

| Over the past vear or so, quads have

een accused of desecration of
dotterels, katip®, the foreshore and the
likes, which have all been proved

| baseless duds, but now it is “the reef

‘needs to recover”, 1 rode to Cape

| Campbell recently, 7 kilometres past

 the lighthouse, all on sand and below

| the high tide zone easily.

To be accused of degrading the reef
" on my ride down there is bordering on
pathetic. I went fishing at Ward Beach
last week and it became obvious to me
—through the lack of bird life and
tracks in the sand —that a cat was
living there. It is a reserve and is -
extensively trapped by someone trying
to make a difference but their trap
systems are poor at catching cats.

1 took five traps down there the next
night and caught a 3-year-old tomcat.

While walking around I noticed
stock freely roaming a northern beach
eating tussocks and shrubs, many
hectares of fire damaged foreshore and
unrestricted people prints everywhere
above the high tide zone.

Will this be the fate of Cape
Camphbell if quads are banned from
there as well? It would be dumb and
visionless to ban the very people with
outdoor skills who know the reef
system and environment better than
most and with the gear to get down
there. The Queen’s Chain was "
established to protect the public’s fooc
gathering rights and their access
rights and to set ourselves apart from
the miseries of Europe. My hobby is
gathering the very best of wild foods
that I can, and it keeps me fit and
healthy, so don't lock me out of my
backyard as a lot of people like me us¢
this resource too.

1 think an easy and workable
solution would be [to] let the quads or
the beaches three hours either side of
low tide, strictly forbidden above the
high tide zone and on the reefs, and
signage stating the sitnple rules and
penalties.

Joe Harrison, Blenheim
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@@ Cape Campbell vehicle access ban

Athreat torecreational fishing rights. or anecessary means of environmental protection? storm Stanley
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Local
Democracy
Reporting

to 25kimh at Cape Campbell.
Meanwhile, the East Coast
Protection Group (ECPG), whose
members were conservationists
and coastal landowners, had
held multiple public infor-
mation days at the

MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNGIL

e . o %Ehge i Notification of Draft East Coast Beach
o ) behaviour of Vehicle B}’IEW
beach-driving -
motorists. _ Mariborough District Council invites public submissions on its Draft
Group chair- East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw.
man Rick

Stolwerk, who

The proposal would prohibit motor vehicles on the beach between
owned land near

the Awatere and Waima (Ure) river mouths with an exempticn for boat

A quad-biking couple travel along Marlborough's east coast. Inset, Recreational Access with

CHANGE MARLBOROUGH'S Education member Mark Wills built several log barricades to keep motorists from damaging areas e Ward, said it was IUhEh At . _
ENVIRONMENT PLAN above the high tide line. CHLOE RANFORD/STUFF clear that education on Thurs?j: Tj:?”::;d,xard be:al'f]he& o e e
When the council finished ! e alone would not be Y ¥y and closes on Thursday 26 August at 5.00pm.

writing its new environment
plan in June 2016, it had no idea
a quake would hit five months
later.  —

It had already drawn a line
separating land and sea — and the
rules for each — when the earth-
quake raised the region’s coast-
line out of the ocean, in some
places up to 6 metres.

This left several rugby pitch
fields worth of land along Marl-
borough’s east coast zoned
‘coastal marine’ - an area where
ships could legally anchor and
residents could swim.

Council environmental policy
manager Pere Hawes said the

rides to its environment plan
that prevented vehicles from
driving in ‘coastal marine’ areas.

This was similar to what Bay
of Plenty Regional Council and
Greater Wellington Regional
Council had done.

But changing the environ-
ment plan would take longer
than setting up a bylaw,
especially because the council
was still resolving environment
plan appeals, so the idea was
shelved. -

CLOSE THE PAPER ROAD
Clinging to a large chunk of
Marlborough's east coast was a

could legally drive up and down.
This unformed legal road (or

“paper road”, as it only existed

on paper) could have been closed

* to curb vehicle access, had the

council not decided this would
have been “inefficient”.

The road was created before
the Kaikdura quake widened the
coastline, so did not cover the
whole beach, and avoided sensi-
tive ecosystems that were pre-
viously under the water.

It also existed in areas that
were ‘“‘inaccessible” to walkers
and drivers — like around the
Chancet Rocks, north of Ward
Beach — and disappeared in two

EDUCATE THE PUBLIC
The council was not convinced
education alone would change
the behaviour of motorists along
the coast, after watching com-
munity groups give it a crack for
four years.

The Recreational Access with

enough.
“Groups like RAWE fthe

. Recreational Access with Edu-

cation group] are doing an
amazing job of educating 4WD
bike users but, as always, the few
ruin it for the many,” he said.
“Legislation, backing edu-
cation initiatives, is needed to

Education group, made up of prevent any further degradation

gquad-biking fishers, had tried
restricting areas using log

_ barriers and putting out a Volun-

tary Code Of Conduct — the mini-
mum standard of driving behav-
iour expected of users.

The code told motorists to
drive below the high tide line,

of this pristine and vulnerable
environment ... ECPG believes
that the only way to protect this
coastal area is a complete ban o
all vehicles.” i
Do you have a council story
we don't know about? Then
email reporter Chloe Ranford

A Statement of Proposal can be viewed on the Gouncil's website .
along with a detailed technical report and a short summary of

the proposal. Members of the public are encouraged to make an .
online submission through the Council’s website, Hard copies of

the submission forms are also available at the Council’s offices in
Blenheim and Picton.

The draft Bylaw is made under the Land Transport Act 1998,
The Local Government Act 2002 also appliss.

For more information, please go to www.mariborough.govt.nz

{"5 |MARLBOROUGH
" | DISTRICT COUNGIL

waww.mariborough.govi.nz

e

WE-3023558048

spots for several kilometres. avoid marine growth, and stick , at chloe._ranford@'stuff.ce.ﬁz

ad 2 ! 3 =y

council had considered adding

o

paper road which the public

i
e T R N L R s L AL

Consuitation delayed for Proposed East Coast Beach

Letter to the Editor | Voo '- 3 / 7 21
e Consuliation on the draft East Coast Beach
Vehicle Bylaw will open later than planned : '

due to procedural delays.

An Extracrdinary Council meeting will
be held soon to consider an amended
statement of proposal, including a draft
bylaw and summary.

The draft bylaw proposes to prohibit motor
vehicles on the beach between the Awatere
and Waima {Ure) River mouths with an
exemption for boat launching at Marfells and
Ward beaches. When submissions open, the
public is encouraged to make a submission
through the Council’s website. Alternatively,
hard copies of the submission forms are
available at the Council offices in Blenheim
and Picton.

For more infermation go to

| MARLEOROUGH
:-'..-'-}l'xr;rmc'r EoUNL

the Recreational Access with
Education (RAWE) group is doing a
greatjob, so then why is ECPG and the
council not supporting RAWE to help
i get rid of the problem? We should all be
supporting the same solution, as we all
pay rates. .

So mny question is: Why is the
council only supporting one group on
this issue? There must have been a lot
of ratepayer money spent and surely
all facts should have been looked at
before a decision was imnade.

Mark Wills, Recreational Access with
Education member

Coastal ecosystem

I agree with Debs Martin from the
article in last week’s Martbhorough
Midweek. The council does have a
responsibility to look after the
ecosystem and biodiversity on
Marlborough'’s east coast.

But is there really damage? This
photo I took shows damage to the
beach. If you look to the right of the
hoof prints in the picture, you can see
the dainage caused by quad tyre
tracks. East Coast Protection Group
(ECPG) chair Rick Stolwerk said that

-1

East Coast _Beéch
Vehicle Bylaw

A hoof print and a tyre mark on the beach.

| 5/7/24 | |

- www.marlberough.govt.nz
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Unlikely mast could be NEWS@W@#
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Council’s coastal vehicie ban fundamentally flawed, say Rangitane

Local
Democracy
Reporting

Chioe Ranford
Local Democracy Reporter

An iwi with an 800-year history with
Marlborough's east coast was not con-
sidered tangata whenua when the
council first proposed plans to ban
vehicles from its beaches.

. Rangitine o Wairau wants the
Marlborough District Council to
. -scrap the “unlawful” bylaw — which
would prevent them from using
vehicles, such as quad bikes, to exer-

cise their customary right to fish — -

and start again.

The riinanga said in its sub-
mission on the bylaw that they had
harvested food from the beach’s
waters for centuries, dating back to
New Zealand's earliest inhabitants,
who moved south from Te Pokohiwi o
Kupe/the Wairau Bar. -

The bylaw went out to public con-
sultation last month, two years after
it was first mooted. Submissions on
the bylaw were made public last week

—all 191 of them. 3

Council strategic planner Sarah
Edmonds said 58 per cent of
submitters supported the council's
draft bylaw proposals, while 39 per
cent opposed. Three per cent were
neutral.

Some opposers wanted the coast to
remain unregulated, while others
wanted a vehicle ban, just not for
guad bikes. Quad bike users were
willing to drive on routes below the
high tide line and follow speed limits
in compensation for continued use,

The bylaw proposed banning

vehicles, including quad bikes, from.

Redwood Pass to Ward, a 45-kilometre

wi ‘hurt by beach

The Mariborough

District Council is

looking to ban
vehicles from 45
kilometres of the
reglon's east coast.
- STUFF

1.- “1 ‘__i “f.'ll_..-l. ity L

stretch of beach. The only exception

was for fishers launching boats at

Marfells Beach or Ward Beach.
Rangitine o Wairau opposed

because they believed the council had .

made some “serious mistakes” and
these had left the bylaw and its pro-
cess “fundamentally flawed”.

The council considered only Ngati
Kuri (a subtribe of Ngai Tahu) as
tangata whenua of the coast when
writing the bylaw, despite Rangitane
0 Wairau having the same rights
under its Treaty of Waitangi/Te Tiriti
o Waitangi settiement, their sub-
mission said.

Rangitane said they did not
become aware of the “deeply hurtful”
mistake until the council asked them
to comment on the final draft version
of the proposed hylaw in June this
year - three days before it was due to
be cleared by councillors. Rangitine o
Wairau were consulted earlier but felt
the council had engaged with Ngati
Kuri differently throughout the pro-
Cess.

The riinanga rushed to highlight
the parts that worried them within
the “very tight timeframe”, only to
find the council’s solution was to
scrub these parts from their final
draft bylaw.

R L

This did not address the “broader
conseguences” of the council’s
“legally and factually incorrect”
-decision to not recognise all tangata
whenua, and made it look like the
council was attempting to cover up its
mistakes, their submission said.

“The process should start again
and council should recognise, own
and make amends for its mistakes.
The cultural narrative cannot stand
and is wrong.” the submission said.

Archaeological evidence, coupled
with oral retellings, proved the
rananga had once inhabited Marfells
Beach, Te Karaka/Cape Campbell,
Oruamoa/Long Point, the
Waiharekeke/Flaxbourne River
mouth, and the Waima River.

They had also inhabited a pa near
Lake Grassmere/Kapara-te-hau,
which was still being used in the
1850s, and a kainga (village) at Mussel
Point, which members of Rangitane o
Wairau still returned to reguliarly.

Under the new bylaw, tangata
whenua would need to walk or ride
several kilometres to access these
sites, or collect food, unless they had
permission to cross a landowner’s

property.
TURN TO PAGE 3

Bt FPPFPPFPEFFEFFEEE

From page1// Iwi

‘hurt’ by bylaw

'The rinanga said many whanau had physical
*. limitations, so would not be able to safely or comfort-

ably visit the area.

“The concept that tangata whenua be excluded
from being able to visit and gather kai (food), as they
have done for- many hundreds of years, is outrageous
and is unlawiul.

“Council cannot, by bylaw, remove customary
rights which are enshrined in law and which have
been exercised by the Rangitdne people for centuries.

“There have been many attempts on our part to
engage with council over this matter and express our
concerns, but council failed to apprehend the con-
cerns of Rangitane o Wairau until the very last min-
ute,”

The council should have provided an exemption
for tangata whenua, as it had for several businesses, -
the riinanga said. They also thought that instead of a
blanket vehicle ban the council should consider
putting down barriers or banning larger vehicles, but
not smaller ones, such as quad hikes. -

A bearing committee made up of two independent
commissioners and a councillor was due to consider
the submissions, then make a recommendation to

- councillors.

A timeline on the council’s website suggested the
bylaw would be in place before summer.

-+
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