
What we’ve already lost





“It had the sweetest song”

“A loud and melodious song”

“five distinct bars repeated six or seven times”

It was an omnivore often found on the forest floor

Cats, rats and stoats made them extinct by 1905





Californian quail – introduced 1865



New Zealand Quail  - Extinct by 1870



Humans have waged a war of attrition on NZ’s birds

23 species became extinct after first human arrival

30 more species since European arrival

Yet we seem content to allow this to continue





National Banded Dotterel Survey 2018 



Find the dotterel nest



Surely, with the history of extinctions that New Zealand
has maintained so far, a little inconvenience is
acceptable in exchange for saving what we have left.



We could have saved these

We didn’t


