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Memorandum Boffa Miskell 
Level 1, 141 Cambridge Terrace, Christchurch 
PO Box 110, Christchurch 8140 
Telephone: +64 3 366 8891  

 

Attention: The Marlborough Environment Plan Hearings Panel 

Company: c/o Marlborough District Council 

Date: 21 January 2019 

From: James Bentley 

Message Ref: Topic 5: Natural Character overlay – Interim Response to Minute 47  

Project No: C16091A 
 
 
Marlborough Environment Plan – Interim Response to Minute 47 concerning the technical mapping 
of sub-areas of natural character 
 

This is an interim response to Minute 47. This interim response outlines a preferred way forward which I 
consider addresses the concerns of the Hearing Panel regarding natural character labelling and mapping 
identification. 

As noted within Minute 47, the methodology employed to assess the level of natural character has 
recognised that, when mapped and appraised at a certain scale, the range and combination of attributes that 
contribute to an area’s naturalness, vary. Accordingly, some of the schedules do not easily differentiate 
between every area mapped on the accompanying plans. 

To alleviate this concern, and to ensure that the user of the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan 
(PMEP) clearly understands the relationship between the tables and the maps, it is proposed to use the 
maps as a geographical index to the values identified in the tables. To ensure that there is the utmost clarity, 
it is proposed to remove the high and very high colourations from the maps and to simply identify those 
geographical areas relevant to the table row by separate colours. So, for example, the combined areas of 
high and very high natural character for Area A illustrated on the maps could be a single pink colouration, 
and Area B could be mauve. By removing the distinct colouration between high and very high will not change 
the identified status, as the high and very high values that contribute to the area being identified in the first 
place will still be outlined in the table. It will provide clarity however, to the extent of the mapped reference 
area. 

Policy 13 of the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement seeks only that areas of high and outstanding 
natural character are identified. The methodology uses a seven-point scale, between very low and very high, 
with moderate in the middle. Only areas of high and very high have been identified and mapped. Areas of 
outstanding natural character are mapped separately. 

Also, to ensure a greater level of clarity to the table for each geographic area, I have provided some 
additional commentary (in blue) overleaf. 

A sample map is also included. 
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Section 42A Report (page 42): Coastal Terrestrial Area 3: Bulwer (Level 4/5 Table) 
 

Map 
Reference 

Sub Area Rating Key Values Additional Comments 

A Land to west of 
Waitata Reach 
Eastern facing 
slopes 
extending from 
Reef Point 
Treble Tree to 
Bucklands Bay  

 

Very High 
and High 

Whilst some land has been cleared 
for pasture, there are limited 
structures on the land, especially 
around northern Port Ligar and land 
west of Waitata Reach. 

Advancing regenerating headlands 
and embayments extending from 
ridge to foreshore with noticeable lack 
of modification. 

Of the remaining Much of the 
indigenous forests within the Area, 
much appears on more elevated 
slopes, such as on (Mt. Shewell, Mt. 
Drew, Bobs Peak, Okuri Peak), 
however a but with substantial tracts 
appears at lower coastal altitudes at, 
especially east and south aspects 
(Apuau Channel., Fitzroy Bay).  

Very High perceived naturalness 
values 

Advancing regeneration of vegetation 
on lower slopes east of Picnic Bay 
and east of Woodlands. 

Many bays contain 
houses, jetties and 
wharves 

Modifications within 
this area include: 
Occasional area of 
wilding pines 
present, Tui Nature 
Lodge structures and 
small amount of 
tracking. No 
foreshore structures 
apart two from 
mussel farms at 
Treble Tree and two 
mooring buoys (one 
at Woodlands Bay 
and one at 
Bucklands Bay) 

 

B Maud Island Very High Maud Island is distinctive, rare and 
nationally important due to its 
predator-free status and nationally 
threatened fauna. 

Advanced areas of revegetation 
throughout the island. 

Small areas of 
pasture and forestry, 
a jetty, cluster of 
small buildings, a 
gun emplacement 
and tracks. 

C Eastern 
Waitata Reach 
(Pohuenui), 
western and 
southern 
Forsyth Island, 
southern 
slopes of 
isthmus of 
northern 
Beatrix Bay 
and land south 
of Allen Strait 

High (with 
small part 
Very High 
area at 
Kauauroa 
Bay/ upper 
slopes of 
Horseshoe 
Bay and 
Bird 
Island/ 
Duffers 
Reach) 

Relatively low levels of modification 
and extensive areas of regenerating 
bush in amongst areas of grazing, 
especially on Forsyth Island.  

Largely-intact podocarp-broadleaved 
forest at Kauauroa Bay. 

High perceived naturalness values 

Also contains low 
intensity grazed 
pastoral land and 
associated tracks 
and post and wire 
fencing. 

Includes tracks and 
powerlines along 
northern Beatrix Bay 
and at Allen Strait 
and Southern 
Forsyth Island. 

D North West 
Bay 

Very High 
and High 

Indigenous forested peninsula at 
Stafford Point with advanced 
regenerating vegetation on the upper 
steep and mid slopes of Miro Bay. 

High perceived naturalness values. 

Modification to the 
immediate north 

Modification to lower 
slopes of to Miro Bay 
and Wilson Bay 
include: numerous 
jetties, boatsheds, 
private residences, 
powerlines and 
tracks 
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Map 
Reference 

Sub Area Rating Key Values Additional Comments 

E Land to west of 
Waitata Reach 
White Horse 
Rock, Hamilton 
Cove, Yellow 
Cliffs 

 

Very High 
and High 

Whilst some land has been cleared 
for pasture, there are limited 
structures on the land, especially 
around northern Port Ligar and land 
west of Waitata Reach, including 
White Horse Rock, Yellow Cliffs and 
Hamilton Cove. 

Advancing regenerating headlands 
and embayments extending from 
ridge to foreshore. 

Of the remaining indigenous forests 
within the Area, much appears on 
more elevated slopes (Mt. Shewell, 
Mt. Drew, Bobs Peak, Okuri Peak), 
but with substantial tracts at lower 
coastal altitudes, especially east and 
south aspects (Apuau Channel, 
Fitzroy Bay).  

Very High perceived naturalness 
values 

Many bays contain 
houses, jetties and 
wharves 

Modifications within 
Waihinau Bay and 
Waitata Bay limit 
extent of mapping to 
those identified. 
Modifications within 
these mapped areas 
are restricted to 
several jetties, a 
small number of 
private residences, 
powerlines and 
tracks. Where 
aquaculture is 
present, this has 
limited the extent of 
mapping to the 
terrestrial area only. 

F Land to west of 
Waitata Reach 
Fitzroy Bay 
Area, French 
Pass, Okuri 
Bay, and land 
at the head of 
Squally Cove 

 

Very High 
and High 

Whilst some land has been cleared 
for pasture, there are limited 
structures on within the mapped area. 
land, especially around northern Port 
Ligar and land west of Waitata 
Reach. 

Advancing regenerating headlands 
and embayments extending from 
ridge to foreshore, noticeably from 
Bobs Peak and Okuri Peak with 
substantial tracts at lower coastal 
altitudes in between the numerous 
embayments of Fitzroy Bay.  

Smaller ‘pockets’ of coastal 
vegetation are also present around 
French Pass settlement, Okuri Bay 
and on land at the head of Squally 
Cove. 

Of the remaining indigenous forests 
within the Area, much appears on 
more elevated slopes (Mt. Shewell, 
Mt. Drew, Bobs Peak, Okuri Peak), 
but with substantial tracts at lower 
coastal altitudes, especially east and 
south aspects (Apuau Channel, 
Fitzroy Bay).  

Very High perceived naturalness 
values 

Many bays contain 
houses, jetties and 
wharves 

Modifications within 
these mapped areas 
are restricted to one 
jetty in Savill Bay, 
several private 
residences in Canoe 
Bay, Garne Bay, 
small tracks 
extending from the 
French Pass Rd into 
Canoe Bay, Savill 
Bay and Garne Bay. 
Agriculture and 
forestry have 
restricted mapping to 
parts of Hallam Cove 
and Savill Bay. 
Aquaculture has 
limited the extent of 
mapping in Hallam 
Cove, Canoe Bay 
and around Camel 
Point to Elaine Bay 

 
Notes: 

‘A’ is taken from Section 42A Report (page 42): Coastal Terrestrial Area 3: Bulwer (Level 4/5 Table) 
‘E’ is taken from Section 42A Report (page 39): Coastal Terrestrial Area 3: Bulwer (Level 4/5 Table) 
‘F’ is taken from Section 42A Report (page 47/48): Coastal Terrestrial Area 3: Bulwer (Level 4/5 Table) 
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I trust that this is an effective way forward and seek confirmation from the panel on this before proceeding 
further. 

Regards 

 

James Bentley 

 



FF

BB

AA
EE

EE
CC

DD

CC

FF

FF

Sheet 3
Sheet 2

Sheet 1

Legend

Extent of Coastal Environment

Areas Recommended to change under Section42A Report

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area

Granted and Consented Marine Farms

Map Enlargements

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area Reference

A

B

C

D

E

F

Adjacent Areas of High\Very High Natural Character

0 73.5 km °
N



BB

AA

DD

FF

Legend

Areas Recommended to change under Section42A Report

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area

Granted and Consented Marine Farms

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area Reference

A

B

D

F

Adjacent Areas of High\Very High Natural Character

0 2.51.25 km °
N



BB

AA

EE

EE

CC

DD

CC

FF

Legend

Areas Recommended to change under Section42A Report

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area

Granted and Consented Marine Farms

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area Reference

A

B

C

D

E

F

Adjacent Areas of High\Very High Natural Character

0 2.51.25 km °
N



EE

CC

CC

Legend

Areas Recommended to change under Section42A Report

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area

Granted and Consented Marine Farms

Bulwer Coastal Terrestrial Area Reference

C

E

Adjacent Areas of High\Very High Natural Character

0 2.51.25 km °
N



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.40

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.40

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

    /ENZ ()

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /NoConversion

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure true

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]

>> setpagedevice



