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Environmental Science & Monitoring   

Biosecurity  
(Report prepared by Rob Simons, Brent Holms, Hayden Nott, Liam Falconer) 

Bur daisy           (E315-003-007-01) 
Contractors carried out the first of two rounds of control and surveillance work for Bur daisy in early 
December.  A total of five plants were found during 33.5 hours of searching.  

Chilean Needle Grass        (E315-003-009-01) 
Control, surveillance and compliance work has been completed for 2024, with five contracting teams and the 
Biosecurity team undertaking site visits to 257 properties.  

During this work an additional nine new properties were found, one property out Cape Campbell area, two in 
the Awatere area, one in the Brancott area, four in the Seddon area one in ward and one new site along 
Camerons Road (Seddon). 

Along with these new sites another patch of Chilean Needle Grass was also found south of the Ure River 
bridge along State Highway 1 making this our furthest site South.  

Work continues engaging with heavy machinery contractors developing the Omaka Business Park to provide 
education and undertake compliance checks to ensure soil and seed is not accidently spread from the 
property.  

 
Figure 1. Chilean needle grass south of the Ure bridge 

Cotton thistle          (E315-003-012-01) 
In December the first round of control and surveillance began for the Cotton thistle, with majority of active 
sites being visited.  A total of 21.25 hours of work has been undertaken so far with 174 plants destroyed.  
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Figure 2 - Large cotton thistle found in the Wairau Bar area 

False tamarisk (Myricaria germanica)    (E315-005-000-01) 
In November MDC Biosecurity delivered a presentation at a weed control workshop organised by the 
NZ Landcare Trust and supported by the Waima Valley Ecological Restoration Society (WVERS).  Valley 
residents were informed on false tamarisk, how to identify it, and to report any new infections to Council 
(Figure 3.). 

In early December MDC Biosecurity, MDC Land and Water team and DOC South Marlborough carried out 
further surveillance in the Ure/Waima River to determine the extent of false tamarisk infestations.  Several 
more plants were found and treated.  Current false tamarisk locations can be seen on the map (refer 
Figure 4).  

MDC Biosecurity also met with LINZ staff and their contracts manager (Boffa Miskell) for pest management 
work in LINZ administered land. An agreement was reached that their contractors would prioritise false 
tamarisk management within the resources of existing pest programmes implemented in the Ure/Waima 
River.  
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Figure 3 - Council and Land-care Trust staff discuss Waima weed issues with the Waima community and 

members of the WVERS. 
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Figure 4 - (FT) marks the location of false tamarisk infestations. 

Mediterranean Fanworm Surveillance     (E315-003-019-02) 
Diving contractors continue to carry out surveillance for Mediterranean Fanworm.  Waikawa Marina and 
Picton Marina have both had their first round of surveillance completed with no further finds since the 
14 November 2024 report.  The second round of surveillance is planned to be undertaken in early May. 
Surveillance work has also been completed in the Waikawa Bay and Picton swing moorings area with no 
fanworm detected.  A total of 805 vessel hulls have been inspected this financial year. 

Dive contractors have also carried out surveillance in the wider Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui, 
Shakespeare Bay, Oyster Bay and Te Whanganui/Port Underwood areas with no fanworm detected. 

Over summer, the top of the south partnership lead by Boffa Miskell carried out nine days surveillance on 
vessels in the Marlborough Sounds.  This work targets the higher risk vessels coming from ports that have 
fanworm and ensures that these vessels entering Marlborough are clean and not containing fanworm.  A total 
of 197 boats were inspected over this surveillance period. 

One vessel was found with 15 fanworm on the hull while carrying out this summer surveillance.  All were 
around 30mm in size and had not reached maturity yet.  It was determined that the fanworm were most likely 
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picked up while on a trip to Auckland in early July of 2024, subsequently the vessel was lifted and washed a 
few days later with the vessel owner and Marlborough marinas working together to make this happen.  

Nassella tussock         (E315-003-021-01) 
A total of 335 of 385 properties were visited for compliance inspections the 2024 calendar year.  By early 
December, 87 percent, had been physically inspected, exceeding the programme objective of 70 percent of 
properties inspected.  

Of these properties, 10 were required to undertake additional work to comply with the RPMP rule, with two 
being issued with a Notices of Direction.  All the properties have since been deemed compliant without any 
further enforcement action being taken.  

Parrots feather          (E315-003-022-01) 
A new patch of parrots feather was discovered in the Ōpaoa river in late December.  Control work will be 
undertaken in the coming months. 

With parrots feather continuing to increase in volume in our waterways increasing the potential impact to 
freshwater biodiversity and increasing flood risk the Department of Conservation is partnering with Council to 
provide financial assistance to allow for diver removal of a number of patches that have not been 
successfully controlled with herbicide.    

 
Figure 5. New patch of parrots feather on the Ōpaoa River 

Pest conifers         (E315-003-023-01) 

National Wilding Conifer Control Programme  

Stakeholder engagement  
MDC Biosecurity attended several stakeholder meetings in the months of November-December 2024 which 
included the Mt. Richmond Wilding Conifer Group meeting which was attended on 28 November 2024; 
Tasman District Council shared their 2024/2025 work plan followed by a National Programme update from 
MPI and a round table of progress reports which included an MDC update on the Molesworth, Waihopai, and 
Sounds Management units. 

Rob Simons represented MDC at the South Marlborough Landscape Restoration Trust’s (SMLRT) Trustees 
meeting on 29 November 2024.  The Trust continues to provide an important advisory and community liaison 
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role for the Waihopai/Awatere areas as well as attracting funding from various streams to undertake wilding 
conifer control work in these areas.    

MDC Biosecurity attended the Forest Industry Liaison meeting on 4 December 2024.  Rob Simons presented 
a PowerPoint to forest industry representatives outlining the framework of the National Wilding Conifer 
Control Programme (NWCCP).  A request was made for Forest industry representation at NWCCP Regional 
Steering Group meetings.  The request was well received.   

Forest Industry representation on the Regional Steering Group will help facilitate operational planning and 
decision-making processes which will help to deliver timely and cost-effective management of wilding 
conifers within the Marlborough Management Units (MUs). 

Molesworth - Programme Update 
Wilding conifer control in the Molesworth Management Unit is well underway; this season’s groundwork in 
the Saxton catchment has been completed by contractors using the cut and stum technique.  The remaining 
work for the 2024/2025 season will be undertaken by helicopter using the Aerial Basal Bark technique 
(ABBA).  Aerial work is currently underway and is expected to be completed by mid-February 2025.  The 
table below provides an overview of the operational expenditure to date. 

Delivery Method Budget Committed Balance 

Groundwork $160,210 $158,312 $1,898.00 

Aerial work $621,957 $51,997 $569,960 
 

 
Figure 6. Contorta control: Saxton catchment, Molesworth 
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Reed sweet grass         (E315-003-026-01) 
In early November 2024 a Fish & Game NZ representative advised Council of a large Reed sweet-grass 
infestation discovered in the Para Swamp at Tuamarina.  A site visit was undertaken to delimitate the 
infestation which covers approximately 1 hectare (Figure 1.).  Fish & Game are partnering with Council to 
control the Reed sweet grass in this area.  Fish and Game have successfully undertaken an initial knock 
down of the entire infestation (Figure 2.). 

Excluding the Para Swamp infestation Council contractors completed the first run on other active and 
monitoring sites in December with follow up visits to be carried out in February.  

Council Biosecurity staff carried out control work for RSG at Patuki Station on Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville 
Island.  Historic sites were also visited.  During this work Biosecurity staff located RSG growing at a historical 
site that had been clear since 2013.  The plants were treated, and the site was changed to ‘active’ meaning it 
will now be visited every year.  

Reed sweet grass (RSG) is an aquatic weed which forms dense monocultures that can choke out 
waterways, ultimately displacing biodiversity, reducing the recreational value of water ways, and increasing 
the risk of flooding by impeding water movement. RSG is a ‘Sustained Control’ species in Council’s Regional 
Pest Management Plan (RPMP). Biosecurity staff will continue to work closely with Fish and Game to 
manage the Para Swamp infestation. 

 
Figure 7. The Para Swamp Reed sweet-grass infestation located on the true right of the Tuamarina River 
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Figure 8. Para Swamp reed sweet grass after initial herbicide treatment. 

Saffron thistle          (E315-003-029-01) 
The first run of control and surveillance work for the 2024/25 saffron thistle programme was completed in 
December, with all eight active sites visited.  A total of 4200 plants were destroyed.  

Wild Kiwifruit (Actinidia deliciosa)     (E315-005-030-01) 
MDC Biosecurity staff have completed the planning work for this year’s wild kiwifruit work at Whatanihi and 
Rimu Bay in the Pelorus Sound/Te Hoiere.  This wild kiwifruit work will be carried out in partnership with 
Kiwifruit Vine Health (KVH).  The map overleaf shows the current distribution of wild kiwifruit vines in the 
Whatanihi/Rimu Bay area. 
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Figure 9. Bright green areas mark the locations of Wild kiwifruit infestations at Whatanihi/Rimu Bay 

Environmental Science and Monitoring  
 (Report prepared by Peter Davidson) 

Coastal Wairau Plain land settlement/rural residential effects on 
groundwater           (E345-007-001) 
The next MDC groundwater quality State of the Environment report is due in 2025 and will focus on land use 
effects of recent rural residential subdivisions on shallow groundwater and wetlands at the Rarangi. 

MDC hydrology staff are working on a report describing the land use effects of coastal Wairau Plain rural 
residential settlements on Rarangi Shallow Aquifer quality since the year 2000.  The review is based on 
25 years of state of the environment surveys at the coastal MDC monitoring wells 3668 and 3711 
(Hinepango Drive and Blue Gums corner respectively), which are downstream of the settlements. 

The earliest SoE results pre-date settlement of the Edgewater Estate subdivision and show what 
groundwater was like when the land was bare and used for semi-extensive pastoral grazing (mostly sheep).   
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MDC are interested in the effects from human effluent disposal systems and leaching from general land 
activities and from gardens/animal grazing. Groundwater flows to the coast in the vicinity of wells 3668/3711, 
but in other areas of Rarangi localised flow can be towards wetlands or nearby drinking water wells.   

This report will allow MDC to learn from the experiences at Rarangi and gain insights into the intensification 
effects of human settlement in other terrane like Springlands and Battys Road, where with high water tables 
and heavier soils compared to the coastal sand dunes. 

ESR have tested RSA groundwater samples collected from wells 3668 and 3711 by MDC for a suite of 
agricultural pesticides (including glyphosate) and emerging organic contaminants (wide spectrum of 
substances used by humans like sunblock, plastics, caffeine, human medicines and animal medicines). 
While there are few detections of pesticides; emerging organic contaminants are common in groundwater 
from these wells and demonstrate the influence of upstream settlements. 

The emphasis will be on non-microbial contaminants present in groundwater particularly nutrients like 
nitrogen from human and animal waste as this hasn’t been done before. However, microbes are included in 
the analysis as they represent the biggest risk to human health generated by human settlement.  

ESR have developed calculators for assessing the risk of microbial contamination of wells from upstream 
effluent disposal systems under New Zealand conditions. However, Marlborough predictions tend to 
overestimate the actual risk based on MDC SoE results. This is consistent with an historical absence of 
issues in places like Rarangi where there are small sections with relatively small separation distances 
between wells and neighbouring septic tanks or disposal fields. 

MDC hydrological review of MEP water allocation limits & seasonal 
controls            (E345-007-001) 
(Report prepared by Peter Davidson & Charlotte Tomlinson) 
The MDC internal hydrological review of current MEP limits and controls continues. There are various 
internal and external workstreams with the outputs to be workshopped with MDC Policy in 2025 for 
understanding risk and future priorities for MEP changes. 

MDC commissioned an external review of the current MEP allocation regime and seasonal controls for the 
Omaka River FMU which is due to be delivered to MDC by the end of 2024. Lincoln Agritech is currently 
updating predictions of the effects associated with using all the Riverlands Aquifer FMU annual allocation 
limit on aquifer levels and the seawater intrusion risk.  

The review of the Wairau Aquifer annual limit and examination of alternative allocation regimes is now in 
phase 4 with a major milestone being the successful calibration of the Wairau Plain Model (WPM) based on 
a subset of metered groundwater use assembled by MDC. The advantage of a model of the entire Wairau 
Plain is it provides more accurate context for the Wairau Aquifer with boundary inputs. More accurate model 
forecasts are the result.  

The modelling work is being carried out by Lincoln Agritech/TuD based on the latest MDC work brief. The 
WPM model is now ready for running “what if” scenarios as part of phase 4 which involves testing the effects 
of using up to the current MEP annual volumetric limit.   

The Lincoln Agritech report has been received by MDC and is attached (Refer attachment 2). The title of the 
2024 memo style report is: Wairau Plain Modelling Phase 3 – Final report. The report describes the model 
calibration process and the goodness of fit between predicted and observed groundwater levels/spring flows.  

As part of the research programme to explain the causes of the long-acting declining trend in Wairau Aquifer 
levels, GNS Science were commissioned by MDC with funding from Envirolink, to investigate the impact of 
historic changes in Wairau River catchment land cover on lowland groundwater levels. The GNS Science 
report has been received by MDC and is attached. The title of the report is: Potential influence of Wairau 
Catchment historical land cover change on Wairau Aquifer levels. (Refer attachment 1) 

The report is a preliminary study evaluating the sensitivity of Wairau aquifer state to distant, upstream land 
use change but was unable to conclusively prove if land cover changes have directly contributed to the 
observed fall in well levels. Complicating the analysis was the poor definition of land cover in the topographic 
maps of the late 1940’s and 1950’s. MDC hydrology staff spent considerable time digitising the earliest 
topographic sheets to provide a time series of land cover/use to correlate against groundwater level patterns. 
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Changes in landcover since European settlement are key to explaining rainfall-runoff, sedimentation and 
nutrient levels in Marlborough. This is a fundamental an environmental indice as rainfall and MDC should 
have a time series for science, planning and public use. 

Attachment 1 
Report Potential influence of Wairau Catchment historical land cover change on Wairau Aquifer levels is 
attached here 

Attachment 2 

 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/meetings?item=id:2rnplj1n71cxbyn08rjb
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Summary of Marlborough climate and surface water resources 
mid-summer 2024/25          (E320-001-001) 
(Report prepared by Charlotte Tomlinson) 

As of mid-January, a high-pressure system sits south of New Zealand, coupled with a low-pressure system 
sitting to the east of New Zealand near the Chatham Islands.  Airflow from the high to the south is bringing 
cold air north, which is then ‘squeezed’ between the high and low systems off the east coast, bringing a 
southerly flow to the east of New Zealand. This has led to cooler temperatures than usual in Marlborough in 
the first half of January. 

MetService show that the average maximum temperature for the first 10 days in 2025 was 4°C colder than 
average in Blenheim. (see Figure 1 below). The average daily maximum temperature in Blenheim for 
January is 25°C, while the average daily maximum temperature so far in January 2025 is 20.7°C.  Similarly, 
in Picton the average daily maximum temperature for 2025 so far is 19°C, compared to an average of 24°C.  
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Figure 1. Average maximum daily temperature deviation from the long-term average for the first 10 days of 2025, 

taken for major centres around New Zealand. Images from MetService. 

A new low-pressure zone is due to form in the Tasman Sea from mid-January, which will bring warmer air 
down from the tropics. This will also increase the potential for rain events with moist tropical airflow. 

Rainfall so far in January has been below average in Blenheim, Awatere at Awapiri, the Branch, and 
Te Rapa (Ward). Northbank and the Rai/Pelorus area have had normal rainfall in January thus far. The lower 
Waihopai (Craiglochart) and Wairau Valley have had slightly more rainfall than average in the first half of 
January.   

As of mid-January, there are few irrigation restrictions in place across the region. Omaka River Class B and 
C, Waihopai River Class C, and Wairau River Class C are currently unavailable.  Lower temperatures will be 
contributing to a lower irrigation demand at present. 

Summary of Marlborough Aquifer dominated FMU mid-summer 2024/5 
state            E345-007-001 
 (Report prepared by Peter Davidson) 
Groundwater levels in early 2025 vary significantly from aquifer to aquifer.  

Demand on Southern Valleys aquifers remains low during the 2024/25 summer irrigation season and as a 
result levels are high and well above the seasonal average. 

The Omaka River FMU supplying the Woodbourne, Fairhall and Battys Road/Taylor areas is near normal or 
slightly below for this stage of the season.  

Rarangi Shallow Aquifer levels both inland, coastal and the wetlands are normal to above normal with no 
sign of increasing electrical conductivity values to indicate seawater intrusion. Onshore winds and higher 
tides may be influencing shallow groundwater levels by reducing natural rates of drainage.  

Riverlands Aquifer levels have been fluctuating in response to daily changes in cumulative demand, but 
overall are sitting below normal compared to the long-term average for early January. Groundwater electrical 
conductivity (EC) levels continue to increase with time and are being checked and monitored closely by MDC 
staff.  

Coastal Wairau Aquifer levels are below average with EC values increasing slightly.  

Inland Wairau Aquifer levels representing the Recharge Sector are low but surprisingly levels are near 
normal for the Springs belt and in Blenheim. 
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Te Hoiere restoration project groundwater quality & catchment flow 
mapping  (E345-007-001) 
(Report prepared by Peter Davidson & Charlotte Tomlinson) 
MDC carried out its first survey of groundwater quality of the Te Hoiere-Rai River catchment in mid-2024 
under relatively wet catchment conditions with the next survey scheduled for summer 2025 under dry 
conditions.  This will provide a seasonal contrast for measuring nutrient leaching and the depth to water 
table/river level. Nutrients are the focus of the groundwater quality survey.  

Groundwater quality relies on sampling the representative network of bores, most of which were established 
specifically for this project. Deriving the catchment scale water flow map relies on paired measurements of 
groundwater versus nearby river level to show the relative elevation and flow direction.  

In the first instance the results will be shared with landowners and the Te Hoiere Project governance group 
to improve the hydrological context for understanding land use effects on water and see if they are consistent 
with land owner experience.  

Baseline isotopic survey of lower Waima River FMU & water residence 
survey of Red Hills/ultramafic belt catchment water (E345-007-001) 
(Report prepared by Peter Davidson & Charlotte Tomlinson) 
GNS Science will sample a deep well tapping groundwater beneath the Waima River at State Highway 1 and 
the nearby channel to see if they have different ages and may represent separate flow systems, or there is 
mixing and effectively a single water body in equilibrium.  Sampling will occur under low flows and relatively 
dry conditions in early 2025 when the potential for mixing is lowest.  

This work is part of improving hydrological understanding of the Waima River catchment which is a 
prerequisite for defining MEP allocation limits. MDC will assist with sample collection with GNS specialist and 
analytical costs covered as part of the national inventory of water isotope derived characteristics (principally 
water age and origin).  

MDC in conjunction with GNS Science are refining estimates of the average age of Wairau River water 
across its 3,000 km2 catchment.  This is the time for water flow to transit from the mountains to the 
Cloudy Bay coast which is an important regional scale characteristic for MDC to know as it controls many 
processes affecting water allocation limits and water quality associated with the FMU.  

GNS are working with TDC and MDC to understand the storage of the scree slopes, mountains and gravel 
terraces of the mid-upper Wairau River catchment to explain the relatively old age of the water. After 
sampling in the headwaters of the Wairau River at Molesworth two summers ago where the water was 
immature, the focus now switches to the possibility that the Red Hills area may be holding up water with 
sampling programmed for dry conditions in early 2025.  

National groundwater proximity tool Marlborough field trials early 2025  
 (E345-007-001) 
(Report prepared by Peter Davidson) 
AQUALINC RESEARCH are developing a simple national geophysical prospecting tool for measuring the 
depth to the groundwater table with experiments planned for Marlborough in early 2025 under dry summer 
conditions at two local case study sites.  

The tool would mainly be applied on the coastal flood plains of New Zealand where there are few wells or 
seasonal measurements of water table depth for assessing the risk of earthquake induced liquefaction, 
freeboard for deriving stormwater capacity of urban infrastructure and risk of groundwater floods associated 
with future climate variability. The tool could also be used for defining incremental changes in coastal water 
tables and their salinity content in response to climate generated sea level rise.  
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The first case study will be at Rarangi based on the hydrologically well understood Rarangi Shallow Aquifer 
using MDC monitoring wells at Blue Gums or Hinepango Drive. The second case study will be in the 
Springlands suburb of western Blenheim using local spring water surface as the control.  

Coastal Wairau groundwater data for sea-level rise risk assessment  
 (E345-007-001) 
(Report prepared by Peter Davidson & Charlotte Tomlinson)  

In 2024 MDC commissioned NIWA to predict the transient effects of superimposing sea-level rise and 
climate change stresses on coastal river flow and groundwater level/soil moisture as far inland as Blenheim. 
The report will be used by MDC for long-term planning as part of reviewing the Wairau River and Drainage 
Scheme and Blenheim stormwater strategy.  

Groundwater elevation for the MDC SoE monitoring network, piezometric maps and municipal water use 
were supplied to NIWA. MDC hydrological expertise is available if required to advise on simulating aquifer 
features.  

Waima hydrological data & information compilation  (E345-007-001) 
(Report prepared by Peter Davidson) 
MDC staff are compiling all internal/external hydrological reports, data and memos relating to the Flaxbourne 
Community Irrigation Ltd water permit application. The purpose of the exercise is to permanently centralise 
material electronically in a secure archive that is discoverable and available for use in the future, internally 
and externally. Most flow information is already stored in the HILLTOP hydrological database.  

 

Above is an MDC staff diagram illustrating the conceptual hydrological understanding of the lower reaches of 
the Waima/Ure River within 3.3 kilometres of the coast. The concepts are based on the latest review of data 
from all sources and summarise how the system works for informing MDC, Iwi local community/water users, 
consultants and the general public. 

Hill Country Erosion Programme       (E355-019-004) 
(Report prepared by Jenny Buck) 
The HCE Programme is a partnership between the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI), councils and 
landowners.  

Marlborough has a large and diverse land area (over 10,000km²) with 89% classified as hill country in land 
use classes 6, 7 and 8, much of which is erosion-prone or actively eroding. 
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The HCE Programme is working to give landowners the support, advice and financial incentives they need to 
retain productive soils and to reduce sediment loss to waterways by planting trees. 

Since reporting in October, final numbers for deliverables for 2024 are as follows: 

 
Target Completed 

Poplar & Willow Poles 

planted 

2760 2987 

Native Seedlings 

planted 

38,000 34,980 

Exotic Forestry 
(hectares) 

3 7 

Retirement from 
grazing for native areas 
(hectares) 

40 153 

At present summer fencing projects are underway to aid in retiring areas planned for either native planting or 
regeneration. 

Looking forward, there are several large native planting projects planned to address erosion from the 2022 
weather event that caused havoc in the Sounds. This is a product of targeting “hot spot” areas and 
approaching landowners, as well as motivated farmers who have identified areas they can retire and 
regenerate/plant back to native bush around large slips on their farms. 
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Large slip in the Marlborough Sounds ear marked for retirement fencing and kanuka planting in 2025 

Significant Natural Areas Programme Update    (E310-006-001) 
(Report prepared by Mike Aviss) 
To update the Committee on the results of the Significant Natural Areas Programme for the period July to 
December 2024. 

The East Coast Vehicle Bylaw continues to generate work in the maintenance/repair of signage and 
monitoring of its effectiveness at protecting indigenous biodiversity. Christmas caused a flurry of activity with 
an upsurge of vehicles on the beach and a spike in damage to the southern boundary fence and Council 
signs. 

Community planting days were held at Marfells and Ward Beaches with 42 students from Marlborough Boys 
College and Seddon School. 3000 plants were planted. 

Six properties were surveyed (6 new sites) and eight properties were monitored (15 sites). 

We helped fund ungulate control on five properties in Kenepuru and Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui. 

Weed control in SNAs on two properties. 

Tree planting in SNAs on eight properties, 17500 native plants planted. 
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Image:  Opawa House from Marlborough Boys College after planting 3000 spinifex at Ward Beach. 

Sounds Advisory Group   
The appendices in the minutes will be available via the following link once confirmed at the subsequent 
Council meeting. https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/coastal/community-involvement/sounds-
advisory-group 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/coastal/community-involvement/sounds-advisory-group
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/coastal/community-involvement/sounds-advisory-group
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Building Control Group 

Building Control - Building Consent Authority (BCA) & Territorial Authority (TA) 
Activity to 31 December 2024. 

The building department continues to remain busy with a range of legislation requirements it is tasked to 
undertake. Activities across the group’s functions (except for building inspections) as a Building Consent 
Authority (BCA) and Territorial Authority (TA) continue to be steady in comparison with last year and the 
five-year average. Despite the national slowdown in the building industry, the proposed building system 
reform, the changes to building codes, increased surveillance by BCA auditors, and the departure of staff, 
impact of current digital systems operation and some large commercial projects have put considerable 
demand on staff resources. The last quarter of the year has ascertained significant workloads on the team 
due to increased demand of dealing with complex building consent projects. 

Over the last three months, the overall number of applications for Building Consents received by the building 
consent authority has decreased as compared to the earlier quarter of the year. Building consents received 
in October-December 2024 is down by 10% compared to same time of October-December 2023. There has 
however been only a slight decrease in activity in the residential building consent numbers over the last three 
months with Marlborough seeing only 6% decrease in new dwelling building consents issued compared to 
the same period of October-December of the last year. Additionally, the BCA also saw a 15% decrease in 
the number of building inspections it undertakes compared to the same period last year and the five-year 
average.  

There is still plenty of volatility in the market, with lots of similar individual councils seeing ups and downs, 
but overall, the market appears to be stabilizing. We see that the decreased activity in building consent 
numbers over the last three months was as predicted, and the overall sector slowdown continues as 
forecasted. The downturn in new residential building construction has slowed significantly and the last three 
months appears to be a continuation of the slow but steady improvement in the local market compared to 
earlier parts of the year or last year. Typically, with time in leadup  to Christmas and New Year we see a 
fall-off in new BC numbers, but we are confident that we are either at, or very close to the bottom of the 
current downturn and that we will see a significant upswing in construction activity in the later parts of the 
new year.  

Many of the local building industry partners we’ve spoken to are still reporting a drop in forward orders from 
customers for the early parts of the new year but are seeing enquiries starting to come along for the later 
parts of the new year. However, at least for now, the extent of the national downturn in the building industry 
is softening. Bearing in mind that it generally takes the construction sector 12 to 18 months to respond to 
changes in the market, we expect that the early parts of the year will continue to be flat, but that later 2025 
may be looking great across New Zealand. It’s important to remember that although current building consent 
numbers are down from recent (records in 2021-22) highs, we are still building above the long-term average 
with more complex projects in the pipeline, so it’s not all doom and gloom. We assess the current building 
market as Stabilising. 

Building Consent Authorities Institutional Reform Programme Update 
Earlier in October, the Government announced that it has agreed to investigate significant reform of the 
building consent system in Aotearoa New Zealand. The aim is to drive consistency, certainty and efficiency, 
making it clearer and easier for Kiwis to build with a more consistent and streamlined model, with options 
including Voluntary Consolidation, Regional BCAs or a Single Point of Contact. 

With MBIE progressing with work to identify the best way to deliver consenting services, Building Control 
group participated and provided feedback at the initial reform’s workshops organised by MBIE. We are also 
continually supporting MBIE by providing other requested data that would help them develop institutions 
reform options.  

This work is in addition to reforms already underway to improve the existing building consent process, such 
as making it easier to build granny flats by removing consent requirements, increasing the uptake of remote 
inspections and removing barriers for the use of overseas building products. 

 



 

Environment & Planning - Information Package - 30 January 2025 - Page 36 
 

Government announces development of new self-certification scheme 
The Government is also progressing work to develop a new opt-in self-certification scheme for low-risk 
residential building work undertaken by qualified building professionals and accredited building companies, 
seeking to remove or reduce the third-party review role of Building Consent Authorities (BCAs). The scope 
has been widened to consider multiple trades to self-certify, such as plumbers, drainlayers and builders. 

The work to develop a new self-certification scheme will aim to remove or reduce the third-party review role 
of BCAs for qualified building professionals and accredited building companies undertaking low-risk 
residential building work by: 

• enabling a broad range of groups to be eligible to apply for participation in self-certification including 
individual practitioners and accredited companies such as volume builders 

• requiring that participants in the scheme can demonstrate an appropriate, specified level of 
competency and experience and be trustworthy 

• limiting the type of work that can be self-certified to lower risk activities, for example work on a 
simple residential dwelling.  

When MBIE undertakes detailed policy work and engagement with the sector to explore options for the 
design of a new self-certification scheme, we will take this opportunity to provide feedback.  

Building Consent Authority Activity for October 2024 

Total Consents issued: 
• Total of 73 consents, with a total value of $11,405,581. 
• This total included 12 new dwellings, with a value of $6,255,000. 
 
Total Consents received: 
• Total of 97 consents, with a total value of $19,277,964. 
• This total included 16 new dwellings, with a value $11,922,137. 

Total CCC’s Issued: 
• Total of 115 Code Compliance Certificates have been issued for building consents.  

Total Building Inspections Undertaken: 
• Total of 350 Inspections have been undertaken which includes 69 remote inspections using Artisan. 

Total Planning Related Information (RI) and Project Information Memorandum (PIM) Issued: 
• Total of 56 planning RI’s have been issued for building consents.  
• Total of 3 PIM has been issued. 

Building Consent Authority Activity for November 2024 
Total Consents issued: 
• Total of 88 consents, with a total value of $14,806,728. 
• This total included 14 new dwellings, with a value of $9,494,946. 

Total Consents received: 
• Total of 88 consents, with a total value of $40,341,763. 
• This total included 11 new dwellings, with a value of $6,057,000. 

Total CCC’s Issued: 
• Total of 98 Code Compliance Certificates have been issued for building consents. 

Total Building Inspections Undertaken: 
• Total of 319 Inspections have been undertaken which includes 56 remote inspections using Artisan. 

Total Planning Related Information (RI) and Project Information Memorandum (PIM) Issued: 
• Total of 82 planning RI’s have been issued for building consents.  
• Total of 2 PIM has been issued. 
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Building Consent Authority Activity for December 2024 

Total Consents issued: 
• Total of 67 consents, with a total value of $13,278,064. 
• This total included 7 new dwellings, with a value of $4,812,500. 

Total Consents received: 
• Total of 52 consents, with a total value of $8,945,934. 
• This total included 9 new dwellings, with a value of $ 5,052,843. 

Total CCC’s Issued: 
• Total of 84 Code Compliance Certificates have been issued for building consents. 

Total Building Inspections Undertaken: 
• Total of 244 Inspections have been undertaken which includes 44 remote inspections using Artisan. 

Total Planning Related Information (RI) and Project Information Memorandum (PIM) Issued: 
• Total of 49 planning RI’s have been issued for building consents.  
• Total of 0 PIM has been issued. 

Statutory Processing Stats for the Month of October to December of 2024  

• For the month of October to December 2024, the group issued 229 building consent applications of 
which 95% of the applications were issued within statutory times frames of 20 working days.  

• 297 Code Compliance Certificates were issued with issued for the month of October to 
December 2024, with 89% of them issued within statutory times frames of 20 working days. 
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Statistics for the Month of October to December of 2024: 
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Territorial Authority Statistics and Report: 

Pool Compliance for 01.01.2024 – 31.12.2024 
Figures represent the statistics for the year of 2024 (out of the 33.3% of all pools inspection target for the 
calendar year) inspection requirements: 

 

Pool compliance team for Territorial Authority has exceeded the target for the year by 9% to complete the 
minimum number of swimming pool inspections it is required to undertake for the year. The number of 
swimming pool inspections that failed is significantly high compared to the inspections that were passed. The 
common items associated with the failure of these inspections is a general lack of maintenance of swimming 
pool fences where either the gates are not self-closing or not self-latching. Several failures are also 
associated with properties not having a backflow prevention device installed to protect the water supply 
within their own properties. There are also swimming pools which have failed inspections after their expiry of 
pool covers.  

Before the District Court's decision on the appeal against the determination by the Chief Executive of the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment, involving the Trustees of the Cherry Bank Trust and the 
Marlborough District Council, issued on 30 September 2022, Marlborough had 185 swimming pools with 
Safety Covers (162 with exemption and 23 with a modification to pool fence) of which 69 pools had expired 
safety covers.  
 
As of 15th January 2025, Marlborough has 92 swimming pools with Safety Covers (70 with exemption and 
22 with a modification to pool fence) of which 23 still have expired pool safety covers. There are currently 
12 Building Consents in processing or without a CCC for replacement of these expired safety covers to a 
compliant pool barrier. Additionally, 18 infringements have been issued for non-compliance with the Notice to 
Fix regarding the installation of a permanent pool barrier. 
 
In general, pool audits are still having approximately 55-60% failure rate. This is largely due to the continued 
increase in the compliance requirements identified in the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employments 
determinations. The items which are typically failing are due to hedging / plantings and boundary fences.   

This high number of swimming pool inspections fails puts additional pressure on staffing resources in this 
area given the high numbers of multiple follow up inspections and enforcement procedures that are required 
to be undertaken to resolve the issues. 
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Building Compliance “Customer Request Management” (CRM’s) for 01.01.2024 – 30.09.2024 
 

                      

      01.01.2024 – 31.12.2024        01.01.2023 – 31.12.2023 

The Compliance Investigation team has received equivalent complaints for the year 2024 compared to the 
last year, but the complexity of cases and the level of offending has increased for the types of complaints 
that have been received by the group and this is evident by the number of NTF’s and infringements issued 
for this period compared to last year. The above numbers also indicate that the compliance through issue of 
infringement also has not resulted positive outcomes, indicating that the level of offending is getting more 
complex. This increased number of complaints and follow-ups has resulted in staff being under pressure. 

Certificate of Acceptance for 01.01.2024 – 30.12.2024 
A total of 43 Certificate of Acceptance applications have been approved and issued for the year 2024 
compared to 38 that were issued in the year 2023. 

Earthquake Prone Buildings 
There are 55 buildings in Marlborough that are listed on the Ministry of Business and Innovation (MBIE) 
Earthquake Prone Building Register. 18 of those buildings have been strengthened/demolished and will be 
removed from the register, which currently leaves 37 buildings on EPB register with existing EPB Notices. 
Only 1 building in the region is outside the statutory timeframe and has expired EPB notice; and ongoing 
discussion held with the property owner to address this building to comply with the EPB programme. The 
buildings that remain on the register have between 13-18 years to complete strengthening otherwise they 
face demolition. So, apart from awaiting further legislative changes by the government on the EBP scheme, 
we will continue to monitor the future deadlines of notices expiry for buildings on the EPB register. 

Dam Safety 
Building (Dam Safety) Regulations 2022 came into force on 13 May 2024. The regulations provide a 
consistent, nationwide framework by setting out minimum safety standards for dams in New Zealand. These 
regulations require classifiable dam owners to submit a Form 1: Dam classification certificate to their regional 
authority by 13 August 2024 for dams commissioned before 13 May 2024, and for dams commissioned on or 
after 13 May 2024, dam owners must provide a Form 1 within 3 months of the dam being commissioned. 
MBIE has now as a result requested that BCA provide ongoing regular access to its Dam Safety monitoring 
data under Section 204 of the Building Act 2004.  

From the period of 13 May 2024 to 31 December 2024: 

• The number of Form 1: Dam classification certificate received - 62 
• The number of Form 2: Dam safety assurance programme received - 0 

Building Control has also approved extensions up to 13 February 2025 for an additional 68 Dams to provide 
their Dam Classification Certificates. This has only been approved in cases where the dam owner has 
contacted the Council and provided confirmation that they have engaged a Recognised Engineer, but due to 
the engineer’s workload or immediate unavailability, they were unable to submit their dam classification 
certificated by 13 August 2024 to the Council. Building Control has managed to contact all known classifiable 
dam owners who have not submitted their Dam Classification Certificate by the deadline to arrange 
extensions to avoid any enforcement actions. 
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Environmental Health Team Update – January 2025 
(Report prepared by Karen Winter)   

Number of Food Act Verifications completed from 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024. 

 

 

Number of Health Act inspections completed from 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024 
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Number Alcohol Compliance Inspections completed from 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024. 

 

 

Number of complaints received by Environmental Health matters for period of 1 July 2024 to 31 December 
2024. 
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Noise Control 
Number of Noise Complaints received 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024 

 

 

Outcomes of noise complaint assessments as percentage for total complaints 1 July 2024 to  
31 December 2024 

 

 

 



 

Environment & Planning - Information Package - 30 January 2025 - Page 45 
 

Alcohol Licensing 

 A100-04 
Attached is a schedule of applications for alcohol licences issued by Marlborough District Licensing 
Committee under delegated authority from 23 October to 31 December 2024. 
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Alcohol Licences issued by the Marlborough District Licensing Committee 
From 23 October to 31 December 2024 

 
Special Licences  
Licence Number Applicant Location Event Date/s 
SPC/095/2024 Ruahine Ports Limited Parker Street, Blenheim   Garden Marlborough Fete 10 November 2024 

SPC/096/2024 Inflatablez Ltd Trading As Event 
Hire 

Parker Street, Blenheim  Savour in the Park 2024 23 November 2024 

SPC/097/2024 Mt Fyffe Distillery Parker Street, Blenheim  Garden Marlborough Garden Fete 
2024 

10 November 2024 

SPC/098/2024 Mt Fyffe Distillery 33 Seymour Street, Blenheim Garden Marlborough 'Gin' 
Workshop 2024 

8-9 November 2024 

SPC/099/2024 Marisco Vineyards Limited 
(REN) 

Waihopai Valley Road, 
Waihopai  

Bike race through the vineyards 24 November 2024 

SPC/100/2024 Yealands Estate Wines Limited Parker Street, Blenheim  Savour in the Park 2024 23 November 2024 

SPC/101/2024 Tasman Rugby Union 
Incorporated 

4 Lansdowne Street, 
Blenheim 

Bunnings Warehouse NPC Final 26 October 2024 

SPC/103/2024 Rapaura Tennis Club 
Incorporated 

770 Rapaura Road, Rapaura  New Years Doubles Tennis 
Tournament 

3-5 January 2025 

SPC/104/2024 Classic Fighters Airshow 
Charitable Trust 

121 Aerodrome Road, 
Omaka  

Classic Fighters Omaka 2025 18-20 April 2025 

SPC/105/2024 Blenheim Musical Theatre 
Incorporated 

81 A Lakings Road, 
Blenheim  

Supper theatre production 5-6 November 2024 

SPC/106/2024 Kiwi Spirits New Zealand Limited Parker Street, Blenheim  Garden Marlborough Fete 2024 10 November 2024 

SPC/107/2024 Boom Town Brewing Co. Limited Parker Street, Blenheim Savour in the Park 2024 23 November 2024 

SPC/108/2024 The Waitohi 2023 7 Auckland Street, Picton  Live All Blacks Game 9-17 November – 14 December 
2024 

SPC/109/2024 Marlborough Repertory Society 
Incorporated 

12 Horton Street, Blenheim Live Theatre 15 November 2024 

SPC/110/2024 Blenheim Bowling Club 
Incorporated 

65 E Weld Street, Blenheim Christmas Function & Bowls 23 November 2024 

SPC/111/2024 Blenheim Bowling Club 
Incorporated 

65 E Weld Street, Blenheim  Staff Functions 18-19 December 2024 

SPC/112/2024 Blenheim Bowling Club 
Incorporated 

65 E Weld Street, Blenheim End of Year Staff Function 7 December 2024 
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Licence Number Applicant Location Event Date/s 
SPC/113/2024 Babich Wines Limited 10 Uxbridge Street, Renwick Marlborough Wine & Food 

Festival 2025 
8 February 2025 

SPC/114/2024 Tupari Wines Limited 10 Uxbridge Street, Renwick Marlborough Wine & Food 
Festival 2025 

8 February 2025 

SPC/119/2024 Blenheim Bowling Club 
Incorporated 

65 E Weld Street, Blenheim MGC End Of Year Staff Function 13 December 2024 

SPC/120/2024 Marlborough Kart Club 
Incorporated 

3 Wither Road, Blenheim  Monthly Club Days 12 January – 14 December 
2025 

SPC/121/2024 Picton Maritime Festival Trust London Quay, Picton Picton Maritime Festival 17-18 January 2025 

SPC/123/2024 Brigid Mary Hammond 84 Richmond Brook Road, 
Awatere Valley  

Christmas Garden Fete 15 December 2024 

SPC/126/2024 Picton Little Theatre 
Incorporated 

9 Dublin Street, Picton Theatre Shows 7 December 2024 –  
23 November 2025 

SPC/127/2024 Marlborough Bridge Club 4 Lansdowne Street, 
Blenheim  

TOPS Bridge Tournament 25-26 January 2025 

SPC/131/2024 Jeremy Manning 4 Lansdowne Street, 
Blenheim 

Fundraiser for Gumboot Friday 
Charity 

20 December 2024 

SPC/133/2024 Marlborough Harness Racing 
Club Inc 

Old Renwick Road, Blenheim Horse Racing 17-19 January 2025 

SPC/138/2024 Mary Ann Surridge 1113 Queen Charlotte Drive, 
Linkwater 

Cricket Tournament 14 December 2024 

SPC/140/2024 Johnson Estate Limited 37 Lake Timara Road West, 
Waihopai 

Wedding 17 January 2025 

SPC/145/2024 Johnson Estate Limited 37 Lake Timara Road West, 
Waihopai 

Wedding 1 February 2025 

SPC/095/2024 Ruahine Ports Limited Parker Street, Blenheim  Garden Marlborough Fete 10 November 2024 

New Premises Licences 
Licence Number Applicant Licence Type Premises Expiry Date 
ON/025/2024 Beachcomber Cruises 2006 Ltd On Licence Lady Ann 28 November 2025 
ON/026/2024 Karaka Cuisine Limited On Licence Karaka Catering Westwood 8 November 2025 
ON/037/2024 Major Sidhu Limited On Licence Catalyst Cafe 5 December 2025 
ON/045/2024 Number 11 Hospitality Limited On Licence Number 11 at Wairau River 20 December 2025 
ON/048/2024 Sai Hospitality Limited    
C/O Mango 
Restaurant 

On Licence The Good Home 10 December 2025  

OFF/027/2024 Rothay Vineyards Limited Off Licence Rothay Vineyards Limited 7 November 2025 
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Licence Number Applicant Licence Type Premises Expiry Date 
OFF/033/2024 Jeremy Lance Tod Off Licence Ripple Effect Wines 13 November 2025 
OFF/039/2024 Atipico Wines Limited Off Licence Atipico Wines Limited 11 December 2025 

Renewed Premises Licences 
Licence Applicant Licence Type Premises Expiry Date 
ON/014/2024 Trust Hospitality Limited On Licence Hotel D'urville 12 May 2027 
ON/021/2024 Frenchwi Limited On Licence Scotch Wine Bar 17 July 2027 
ON/030/2024 FROMM & Partner Limited On Licence FROMM Winery 13 September 2027 
ON/031/2024 Marlborough Tour Company Limited On Licence MV Odyssea 09 August 2027 
ON/032/2024 Marlborough Tour Company Limited On Licence MV Olympic Dream 15 September 2027 
ON/033/2024 Marlborough Tour Company Limited On Licence MV Olympic Spirit 12 October 2027 
ON/034/2024 Blenheim Indoor Sports Limited On Licence Blenheim Indoor Sports Centre 13 September 2027 
ON/035/2024 Mahi Holdings Limited On Licence Mahi 09 September 2027 
ON/036/2024 Golden Vineyards Limited On Licence Marlborough Public House 06 September 2027 
OFF/014/2024 Framingham Wines Limited Off Licence Framingham Wines Limited 19 May 2027 
OFF/023/2024 Frenchwi Limited Off Licence Scotch Wine Bar 17 July 2027 
OFF/028/2024 Indevin Group Limited Off Licence Indevin Group Limited 22 September 2027 
OFF/029/2024 Siren Wine Limited Off Licence Siren Wine Limited 15 September 2027 
OFF/030/2024 Otuwhero Trustee Limited Off Licence O: Tu & Co 06 October 2027 
OFF/031/2024 Tinpot Hut Wines Limited Off Licence Tinpot Hut Wines Limited 12 September 2027 
CLUB/015/2024 Queen Charlotte Yacht Club Inc Club Licence Queen Charlotte Yacht Club Incorporated 22 August 2027 
CLUB/016/2024 Riverside Bowling Club Incorporated Club Licence Riverside Bowling Club Incorporated 28 August 2027 

Temporary Authorities Issued 
Certificate Number Applicant Premises Expiry Date 
ON/026/2022 Lynette Brice The Grove Tavern 2022 Limited 14 February 2025 
OFF/057/2022 Loveblock Wineries Limited Sugar Loaf Wines Limited 28 February 2025 
ON/016/2023 Marlborough Hospitality Limited Seabreeze 4 March 2025 
OFF/024/2020 Malhi Enterprises Limited Big Barrel Picton 21 March 2025 
ON/059/2021 Sai Hospitality Limited 

C/O Mango Restaurant 
The Good Home 5 March 2025 

ON/012/2022 Bookieland Limited Slip Inn Havelock  15 April 2025 
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New Manager’s Certificates 
Certificate Number Applicant Premises Expiry Date 
CERT/119/2024 Derek Tones Woolworths New Zealand Limited 12 December 2025 
CERT/136/2024 Jeremy Lance Tod Tod 6 November 2025 
CERT/145/2024 Jessica Ann Jones Beachcomber Cruises 2006 Ltd 6 November 2025 
CERT/146/2024 Lora Ann Crapper Beachcomber Cruises 2006 Ltd 6 November 2025 
CERT/147/2024 Jordan Glyn Hogg Rock Ferry Wines Limited 23 October 2025 
CERT/149/2024 Teri Nga Waiata Smith The Thirsty Pig Picton NZ 23 October 2025 
CERT/153/2024 Phoebe Adele Barnes CPR Airshop 6 November 2025 
CERT/154/2024 Sachin Kumar Raupo Cafe & Restaurant 8 November 2025 
CERT/157/2024 Catherine Lee Bygate Framingham Wine Company Limited 6 November 2025 
CERT/158/2024 Kelsie Junella Small Marlborough Tour Company Limited 6 November 2025 
CERT/160/2024 Lara Maria Boers The Wine Kitchen 5 December 2025 
CERT/161/2024 Alain Nicolas Hauswirth The Wine Kitchen 16 December 2025 
CERT/162/2024 Ataliaya Arohanui Marsters-Kupa ATT Journey Ltd T/A Oxleys Bar & Kitchen 6 November 2025 
CERT/164/2024 Kathryn Elizabeth Asplet Constellation Brands New Zealand Limited 11 December 2025 
CERT/165/2024 Shyloe Jennifer Leslie Fat Tonys Limited 5 December 2025 
CERT/167/2024 Andrew Edward Ellis Marlborough Grape Growers Co-operative Limited 11 December 2025 
CERT/168/2024 Chantelle Rose Mccracken SISU Eatery And Bar 12 December 2025 
CERT/170/2024 Narinder Singh Seddon Supermarket 11 December 2025 
CERT/171/2024 Stefan Wernli Cloudy Bay Vineyards Limited 11 December 2025 
CERT/172/2024 Stephen Kevin Davies Marlborough Snooker And Billiards Inc 11 December 2025 
CERT/173/2024 Annette Hough Cosy Corner 11 December 2025 
CERT/175/2024 Camille Clemence Memeteau Rimapere 11 December 2025 
CERT/176/2024 Karen Frances Bisacre Jackson Estate Limited 12 December 2025 
CERT/184/2024 Kushla Trinder Lakush Wines Limited 12 December 2025 
CERT/187/2024 Sharmaine Kim Kerr Slip Inn Havelock 13 December 2025 
CERT/189/2024 Jade-Lee Manson-Kullin Le Cafe Picton 10 December 2027 
CERT/190/2024 Jamie Lyn Howe Allan Scott Wines & Estates Limited 13 December 2025 
CERT/191/2024 Victora Aguirre Jones Woolworths Blenheim 13 December 2025 
CERT/192/2024 Nadine Brenda Lowe Woolworths Blenheim 13 December 2025 
CERT/194/2024 Saskia Annalea Mcfarlane Bray Trust Hospitality Limited 13 December 2025 
CERT/195/2024 Angela Jane Delahunty Oxleys Kitchen & Bar 13 December 2025 
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Renewed Manager’s Certificates 
Certificate Number Applicant Premises Expiry Date 
CERT/001/2021 Elaine Baird Taylor Rusty Bell Wines 11 February 2028 
CERT/008/2016 Kevin James Courtney Riverby Estate 24 January 2028 
CERT/049/2014 Shannon Mikal Rowe Jolly Roger Bar & Restaurant 05 December 2027 
CERT/103/2020 Jason Devlin Morrow Woolworths Springlands 13 November 2027 
CERT/112/2020 Sharee Ann Vitale 5Tapped Limited 20 October 2027 
CERT/114/2020 Raymond Lindsay Vave Barr Rocco's Italian Restaurant 18 November 2027 
CERT/115/2020 Sarah Kathryn Fix Rock Ferry Wines Cellar Door 13 November 2027 
CERT/123/2020 Elizabeth Anne Barcello Ngakauroa 01 December 2027 
CERT/126/2020 Katherine Elizabeth Smith Picton Fresh Choice 09 December 2027 
CERT/126/2023 Felicity Claire Scammell ASB Theatre 15 November 2027 
CERT/127/2017 Janette Kay Johns The Wrekin Vineyard 16 November 2027 
CERT/131/2023 Halil Akbaba Akbabas 29 September 2027 
CERT/134/2020 Richard John Gifford Queen Charlotte Yacht Club Incorporated 02 December 2027 
CERT/134/2023 Susan Melanie-Jane Glover Glover Family Vineyards Limited 24 November 2027 
CERT/136/2020 Jason Carl Denize The Millers Rest 13 November 2027 
CERT/136/2023 Murat Akyol Akbabas Turkish Kebabs Limited 15 December 2027 
CERT/137/2021 Kate Elizabeth Shadbolt The Station Cafe 31 October 2027 
CERT/139/2023 Deanne Shirley Stammers The Barn Bar And Grill 03 November 2027 
CERT/140/2020 Stefan Gross Seumus Irish Bar 20 November 2027 
CERT/141/2023 Ethan James West Pak'n Save Blenheim 03 November 2027 
CERT/143/2023 Kapil Kaushish Riverside Hotel Marlborough 03 November 2027 
CERT/149/2017 Taylor Ruby Marie Lewis New World Blenheim 29 November 2027 
CERT/152/2020 Nicole Wendy Taylor Benton Wine Group Limited 16 December 2027 
CERT/153/2017 Kody Kingsley North Cortado Restaurant & Bar 29 November 2027 
CERT/153/2023 Sara Elizabeth Botherway Turner FROMM Winery 15 November 2027 
CERT/154/2020 Tracey Marie Fairhall Socially Good Enterprises Limited 11 December 2027 
CERT/155/2017 Alison Ann Baylis Saint Clair Wines 18 December 2027 
CERT/155/2023 Regan Lee Russell Endeavour Park Pavilion Soc Inc (PCN) 28 November 2027 
CERT/155/2024 Ira Maureen Williams Farmer Benpen Limited 16 October 2027 
CERT/156/2023 Jarrod Ian Englefield Misty Cove Wine Group Limited 28 November 2027 
CERT/157/2017 Annette Muriel Black Havelock Four Square 08 December 2027 
CERT/158/2023 Matthew Paul Murphy Mount Riley Wines and Estates Limited (BHE) 15 November 2027 
CERT/159/2023 Sarina Dawn Ibbotson Saint Clair Estate Wines Limited 15 November 2027 
CERT/160/2023 Rhonda Kaye George Cortado Restaurant & Bar 15 November 2027 
CERT/162/2017 Jacqueline Ann Taylor Waikawa Boating Club Incorporated 08 December 2027 
CERT/163/2023 Courtney Marie Conroy Waitohi Sports Bar And Grill 01 November 2027 
CERT/165/2023 Tiffany Rose Woods-Rushton Redwood Tavern 15 November 2027 
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Certificate Number Applicant Premises Expiry Date 
CERT/167/2023 Koko Tui Lambert ATT Journey Ltd T/A Oxleys Bar & Kitchen 18 December 2027 
CERT/168/2023 Ramesh Reddy Kunduru Zaika Indian Restaurant & Bar 15 November 2027 
CERT/171/2023 Annu Jat Watery Mouth Cafe 15 November 2027 
CERT/174/2023 Melody Carole Riches The Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre 06 December 2027 
CERT/175/2023 Dion Peter Jason Story Fairweathers Bar & Restaurant 06 December 2027 
CERT/176/2023 Rachel Melissa March Tupari Cellar Door at The Station 06 December 2027 
CERT/177/2023 Samuel Richard Weaver Churton Wines Limited 28 November 2027 
CERT/187/2023 Michael John Whareaitu Te Rawa Lodge (2021) Limited 23 January 2028 
CERT/188/2024 Jessica Mary Marks Marlborough Hospitality Limited 13 December 2027 
CERT/190/2023 Fiona Susan Burnett The Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre 23 January 2028 
CERT/196/2023 Katherine Nadine Covell Cloudy Bay Vineyards Limited 07 February 2028 
CERT/216/2015 Vincent Paul Edwards Villa Maria Estate Ltd (BHE) 03 October 2027 
CERT/225/2015 Philippa Barbara Rose Wairau River Wines Limited 02 November 2027 
CERT/259/2015 Saulo Camillo Nunes Gramado's Restaurant & Bar 10 November 2027 
CERT/292/2014 Belinda Louise Jackson Lawson's Dry Hills Wines Limited 14 January 2028 
CERT/306/2015 Dorothy Margaret Fitzpatrick Blenheim Indoor Sports Centre 12 December 2027 
CERT/318/2015 Carol Verona Marree Davies Picton Beachcomber Inn 18 December 2027 
CERT/326/2015 Angela Mary Cairns Picton Beachcomber Inn 18 December 2027 
CERT/328/2015 Carlos Sebastian Rojas Stiven Forrest Wines Limited 28 November 2027 
CERT/143/2024 Victoria Jane Taylor The Thirsty Pig Picton NZ 17 November 2027 
CERT/152/2024 Liam McSweeney Woolworths Springlands 28 November 2027 
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Compliance Group 

Compliance Monitoring Update – January 2025 
(Report prepared by Claire Frooms)   

Number of Consents Monitored for period 1 July 2024 – 31 December 2024. 
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 Compliant Technical 
Non-
compliance 

Moderate 
Non-
compliance 

Significant 
Non-
compliance 

Undetermined Total 

July 280 160 42 0 24 506 

August 207 108 43 0 1 359 

September 221 188 61 0 6 476 

October 309 95 65 0 0 469 

November 375 98 55 0 3 531 

December 297 57 30 1 2 387 

Total 1689 706 296 0 36 2,727 

Compliance Enforcement Update – December 2024 
(Report prepared by Emyr Butler) 

CRMs received from July 2024-YTD  
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CRMs completed July 2024-YTD 

 

Initial compliance status of CRMs received July 2024-YTD 

(shows over half of the complaints received are either undetermined or non-compliant representing 75%) 
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Initial compliance status July 2024-YTD (percentage) 

 

Type of complaint received (numbers and percentages) 

(discharges to land, water, marine and air represent the majority of complaints, ) 
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Enforcement Outcomes July 2024-YTD 
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Resource Consents Section 

(Report prepared by Anna Davidson) R450-004-12 

RC Team 2024 Calendar Year Update 
Over the 2024 calendar year the Resource Consent Team received and processed more applications than in 
the previous two years.  Overall, the number of applications received was 286 more than in 2023.  During the 
2024 calendar year Council received 1,171 applications.  Of that total, 1,081 were new applications for 
resource consent.  Council also received 75 applications for variations to resource consent conditions under 
section 127, 14 extensions to lapse date under section 125 and 1 objection to conditions under section 357. 
In the same period in 2023 Council received 885 applications and in 2022 Council received 1,034 
applications.  

 

In the 2024 calendar year Council issued 1,146 decisions. Of that total, 1,052 were for new applications for 
resource consent.  Council has also issued 83 section 127 decisions (variations to resource consent 
conditions) and 11 section 125 (extension to lapse date). In the same period in 2023 Council issued 906 
decisions and in 2022 Council issued 901 decisions. 

 

The number of applications returned under section 88 in 2024 was 21 (1.8%).  This number compares to 17 
(1.9%) in 2023 and 22 (2.1%) in 2022.  The relatively low number of returned applications reflects a high 
functioning duty planner service and the level of communication with applicants including the quarterly 
newsletter.   
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Compliance with statutory timeframes was better than the previous two years with 92.38% of applications 
being processed within statutory timeframes.  In 2022 and 2023 89.51% and 85.57% of applications were 
processed within statutory timeframes respectively.   

 

Applications in processing were at a 504 by end of December 2024.  This is less than the numbers in 
processing in 2023 (540) and 2022 (586).  The reduction is due primarily to the number of marine farm 
applications that were withdrawn after the Resource Management (Extended Duration of Coastal Permits for 
Marine Farms) Amendment Act 2024 came into force.  

The RC Team sent out the Summer RC Team newsletter on 1 December 2024.  The newsletter had articles 
on planning ahead for the Christmas - New Year Break; a transfer of consent reminder; the requirement for a 
record of title with resource consent applications; an update on the number of applications received and 
processed; an article on 5G cell phone towers on road reserve; details on who can make application for a 
resource consent; a celebration of the planning profession for World Town Planning Day and PMEP 
interpretations.  The RCT newsletter which is always well received by our stake holders is also available on 
the Council website.  Previous issues can also be found on the Council website.  
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