
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers and via Teams, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 13 MARCH 2025 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present  
Clrs G A Hope (Chairperson), B A Faulls (Deputy), S J Arbuckle, R J Innes, B J Minehan, T P Sowman, 
Mr S Harvey (Rural Representative). 

Also Present 
Clr S R W Adams. 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Environmental Science and Policy Group Manager) and Ms N Chauval (Committee 
Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Hope/Minehan: 
That the apology for absence from Mayor N P Taylor be received and sustained and the apology for 
non-attendance from Clr J D N Croad be noted. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-271 Declaration of Interests - 
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

E&P-0325-272 Resource Hearing Sub-Committee Decisions - 
Clrs Hope/Innes:   
That the Resource Hearing Sub-Committee Decision as contained within the report dated  
9 February 2024 (U160570) and 28 November 2024 (U240184) be received and the recommendation 
adopted. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-273 Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions - 
Clrs Hope/Innes:   
That the Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions as contained within the reports dated 
18 March 2024 (U220223), 14 May 2024 (U220932), 5 June 2024 (U220731), 7 August 2024 (U240208), 
29 August 2024 (U230681), 30 August 2024 (U230665) and 22 October 2024 (U240032) be received and 
the recommendations adopted. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: James Oliver, Council’s Deputy Harbourmaster, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0325-274 Health and Safety Improvements at 
Marlborough Aids to Navigation Sites H100-001-01 

Mr Oliver noted that the purpose of the report was to inform Council on the actions taken to improve health & 
safety within the Nautical & Coastal team when proceeding to land and on-water Aids to Navigation sites within 
the Marlborough Sounds. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 
2556485) 

Members were advised that as a consequence of the review of the current health & safety documentation it 
was identified that it was insufficient for the work being conducted at Council’s Aids to Navigation sites. In 
response a comprehensive update to the health & safety systems was undertaken to ensure it aligns with 
Council’s best practices within the requirements of Health & Safety. 

The improved system now includes effective risk assessments, job safety analysis, site guides, and standard 
operating procedures and enhancing overall safety measures. 

Mr Oliver reported that many of the sites current health and safety systems in place are sufficient but do require 
an upgrade to a more robust weather grade safety rope system. The team are in the process of determining 
the amount of rope required and will replace all ropes on all current sites, and determine whether any additional 
sites would benefit from a safety rope system. 

Several high-risk sites have been identified where changes could not be made due to environmental 
conditions. With the assistance of the Coastal team, it has been identified that some of these sites may be 
able to have the Aids to Navigation shifted to the intertidal rock. A dive assessment has been conducted at 
three sites (two in Tory Channel). 

Members were advised that a specialised company has been contracted along with a local dive company to 
perform assessments of the intertidal and subtidal rock areas where custom built structures may be placed. 
These structures include integrated ladders and a working platform ensuring safer and more efficient access 
when the team are performing routine checks and maintenance. 

Mr Oliver noted that the next steps will be to scope the requirements for all Aids to Navigation sites to improve 
safe access and safer working conditions. Once the requirements for upgrades have been made, the upgrades 
will be assessed for budget requirements and brought back to Council for consideration. 

Clrs Innes/Minehan:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Katie Littlewood, Council’s Senior Coastal Scientist, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0325-275 State of the Environment – Marlborough 
Estuaries Broadscale Habitat Mapping Report 
2023-2024 E325-006-022-23 

Ms Littlewood noted that the purpose of the report was to present the findings from the State of the Environment 
(SoE) Report – Marlborough Estuaries Broadscale Habitat Mapping 2023-2024. The report was available on 
Council’s website for members’ information. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in 
CM Record No. 2556483) 

Members were advised that the Council has statutory obligations under the Resource Management Act 1991 
(RMA, 1991) and the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (NZCPS, 2010) to monitor and report on 
the State of the Environment (SoE). As part of this SoE monitoring, the Council has monitored estuaries across 
the district since 2001 using the methodologies prescribed in New Zealand’s National Estuary Monitoring 
Protocol (NEMP; Robertson et al. 2002a-c) and adaptions of this.  
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Marlborough has over 65 estuaries and intertidal areas within the Marlborough CMA, monitoring and reporting 
has historically been limited to priority sites.  

Ms Littlewood noted that understanding the state and condition of the regions estuaries is a vital component 
of the Council’s environmental management in the Coastal Marine Area (CMA). As the buffer zone between 
land and sea, these critically important habitats provide many ecosystem services including maintaining 
biodiversity, providing habitat and nursery grounds for wildlife, water filtration, sediment trapping and providing 
coastal protection against storms and floods. 

Members were advised that the findings for the Inner Tōtaranui/Queen Charlotte Sound was that the estuaries 
in this area are in ‘fair – good’ condition; for the Outer Tōtaranui/Queen Charlotte Sound the areas are in ‘very 
good’ condition and for the Kura te Au/Tory Channel areas are in ‘fair – poor’ condition. Details of the reasons 
for this were discussed and further detailed in the agenda item.  

Ms Littlewood advised that signs have been installed in some of the more popular estuaries providing 
information on why these areas are important and ways the public can protect them. There are also QR codes 
on the signs to access further information on the estuaries. 

Clrs Innes/Faulls:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Oliver Wade, Council’s Principal Coastal Scientist, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0325-276 Coastal Science Strategy: 2025 E325-003-001 
Mr Wade noted that the purpose of the report was to present the ‘Coastal Science Strategy: 2025’ from the 
Nautical and Coastal Team to the Committee. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed 
in CM Record No. 2556481). 

Mr Wade advised that the first Council Coastal Monitoring Strategy was developed in 2012 with a subsequent 
review in 2018. This is the third iteration of a strategy for the Council coastal science programmes. The 
previous strategy from 2018 required a review due to several national and regional policy, planning and 
strategic changes, alongside the creation of the Nautical and Coastal Team leading to greater capability within 
Council. 

Members were advised that the Coastal Science Strategy lays out broad objectives and priority actions for the 
coastal science programmes. It also includes a concise gap analysis of each of the current coastal science 
programmes assessing their capability to meet the Strategy objectives and their relevance to anticipated 
environmental results within the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP). 

Clrs Innes/Sowman:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Hayden Nott, Council’s Biosecurity Officer, was present for the following item and 
Liam Falconer, Council’s Biosecurity Manager was present for the following two items. 

E&P-0325-277 Chilean Needle Grass Programme Update 
 E325-003-001 

Mr Nott noted that the purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with an update on one of the larger 
strategic biosecurity programmes that is aiming to contain the pest plant Chilean needle grass (Nassella 
neesiana) (‘CNG’). To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 2556480). 
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Members were advised that Council continues to deliver a priority programme targeting the containment of 
CNG. As in previous seasons the 2024/25 season had significant effort undertaken by land occupiers, and 
contract teams over the seeding period from late October through to mid-January. 

It was reported that there are 232 affected properties with active infestations, 13 historical properties and 9 new 
affected properties discovered this season. The land area having been recorded as affected by CNG is now 
2626 ha which is an increase of 14 ha or 0.53% from 2023/2024.  

Mr Nott advised that CNG rust was released in the Blind River area during the month of October, with an 
additional release planned in Autumn 2025.  

Council staff are currently reviewing the delivery of advocacy work and considering options to improve 
awareness and engagement with the community and businesses to address the ongoing spread risk.  

Members were advised that a full review of the CNG programme will be undertaken around 2027 when a 
review of the current Regional Pest Management Plan is undertaken with a new Regional Pest Management 
plan to become operative in 2028 as per the Biosecurity Act requirements.  

Clrs Faulls/Minehan:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Rob Simons, Council’s Senior Biosecurity Officer, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0325-278 National Wilding Conifer Control Programme 
Update E315-019-001-01 

Mr Simons noted that the purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with an update on the National 
Wilding Conifer Control Programme (NWCCP) in Marlborough. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 2556478). 

It was reported that since 2016, Council has been managing Central Government investment into wilding 
conifer management in Marlborough through the NWCCP, with $20 million being invested into the region. The 
current 2024/25 season has seen a significant drop in NWCCP funding levels.  

This year the Marlborough Management Units (MUs) collectively received $1.08 million of core funding through 
the National Programme plus an additional $683k contributed by Council and DOC. This amount includes a 
one-off payment of $400k originating from the DOC International Visitor Levy (IVL).  

Members were advised that Marlborough does not currently have sufficient funding to effectively manage 
wilding conifers in the most strategic locations with a short fall of around $7 to $10 Million.  It is noted that the 
cost will continue to increase should investment not occur.   

Mr Simons noted that Council staff are working collectively with the Regional Sector Te Uru Kahika and central 
government to ensure the Crown is informed of the current funding shortfall and the urgent need for further 
investment into wilding conifer management.  

Members were advised that Council is continuing to work with MPI through a health and safety uplift 
programme to ensure operations are delivered to a high standard given the high-risk nature of this work, putting 
Council in the best position to manage any NWCCP contracts in the future.   

Mr Simons reported that Council biosecurity staff are currently working with stakeholders to draft an operational 
plan for 2025/2026, to be presented in May 2025. 

Following discussion it was requested whether it could be identified whether there are any levies charged to 
logging companies and if there are, is there any potential for it to be tagged to funding wilding pine prevention. 
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Clrs Minehan/Faulls:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: India Hamill, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Freshwater Ecosystems, was present for the 
following item. 

E&P-0325-279 Freshwater (Fish Passage) Update E355-021-01-001 
Ms Hamill provided members with an update on the recent and upcoming activities for freshwater (fish 
passage). To support the update a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 2556475). 

Members were advised that as per the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPSFM) 
Council through the Te Hoiere Project engaged NIWA to create a fish passage action plan which aimed to 
prioritise all freshwater structures in the Te Hoiere catchment for fish passage remediation. The end result was 
a prioritisation list of fish passage barriers that require remediation.  

It was reported that 168 instream structures have been assessed onsite, these include culverts, bridges, fords 
etc. Through the Te Hoiere Project four culverts have been replaced and there are several more remediations 
in various stages of completion.  Funding for this project finishes 30 June 2025 so all remediations with funding 
assistance from the Te Hoiere Project must be completed prior to this date.  

Ms Hamill noted that to further understand the impact that the remediation of these structures will have on fish 
passage NIWA was engaged a second time to create the Barrier Assessment Remediation Tool (BART). The 
purpose of the tool is to have re-prioritisation of the barriers as they are assessed which will allow staff to focus 
on the barriers that are stopping fish migration to the most catchments.  

Further investigations using eDNA and fish surveys have been completed to determine desirable and 
undesirable fish species in the catchments in Marlborough.  The results of this monitoring are available publicly 
through the Wilderlab website (www.wilderlab.co.nz).  This type of monitoring is being used to determine which 
species are present in the major catchments in the Te Hoiere area. 

Also completed were coordinated fish distribution surveys in Te Hoiere in collaboration with Council, 
Department of Conservation and independent contractors.  The purpose of the surveys was to further 
understand what fish species were present in the smaller tributaries in the Te Hoiere Catchment. Baseline 
numbers were established in 2024, and the survey is being replicated in 2025.  

Ms Hamill reported that a Culvert Installation workshop for companies that construct culverts has been held 
with a Culvert Installation Guide available on Council’s website.  

Mr Harvey/Clr Minehan:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 10.44 am and resumed at 11.01 am 

ATTENDANCE: Claire Frooms, Council’s Compliance Monitoring Team Leader, was present for the following 
item. 

E&P-0325-280 New Zealand King Salmon Compliance 
Monitoring 2023/2024 U140294M, U140296M,  
 U160675M, U150081M, U040217M, U040412M, MFL001 

Ms Frooms advised that the purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with an overview of the 
compliance levels achieved by New Zealand King Salmon (NZKS) Marine Farms in the Marlborough Sounds 
following monitoring conducted by Cawthron Institute and SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) in 2023/2024. To 
highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 2556474). 

http://www.wilderlab.co.nz/
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The New Zealand King Salmon Compliance Snapshot was attached to the agenda item for members’ 
information. 

Members were advised that eight farms were reported on, five of which have relevant monitoring resource 
consent conditions. Of these, one was found to be non-compliant; three were technically non-compliant and 
one was fully compliant. The extent of the non-compliance was relatively minor and no formal enforcement 
action was deemed appropriate in the circumstances. 

The remaining farms were either compliant or had no relevant resource consent conditions. 

Clrs Hope/Minehan:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Karen Winter, Council’s Team Leader Environmental Health, was present for the following 
two items. 

E&P-0325-281 Draft Local Alcohol Policy E350-005-008-02 
Ms Winter noted that the purpose of the report was to provide Council with a draft Local Alcohol Policy to 
progress to the Special Consultative Procedure as outlined in the Local Government Act 2002.  

The Statement of Proposal and Draft Alcohol Policy were attached to the agenda item for members’ 
information. 

It was noted that having a Local Alcohol Policy (LAP) provides an opportunity for local communities to have 
more say on alcohol sales and consumption in the community. It also provides certainty for both regulatory 
agencies and licensees on what will be permitted for licences. 

A LAP has the ability to reinforce the objectives of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act by ensuring safe and 
responsible sale, supply and consumption of alcohol and minimising alcohol related harm. 

Ms Winter advised the LAP has been drafted in consultation with Police, Licensing inspectors and the Medical 
Officers of Health. The draft LAP has had regard to the data on current licensed premises, the demography of 
the community and the objectives and policies of the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan. 

It was also advised that as pursuant to section 97 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 the Policy will 
be reviewed no later than six years from it coming into force or reviewed earlier if deemed appropriate. 

Clrs Sowman/S Arbuckle:   
1. That Council approve consultation on the draft Local Alcohol Policy using the Special 

Consultative Procedure as outlined in the Local Government Act 2002. 
2. That a Hearing Sub-Committee of Councillors Faulls, Arbuckle and Flight with Mayor Taylor as 

the Chair is confirmed to hear any submissions to the draft Local Alcohol Policy. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-282 Proposed Environmental Health Fees 2025/2026 
 E350-004-009-02 

Ms Winter noted that the purpose of the report was to provide Council with the review of fees and charges 
under the Food Act 2014 and Health Act 1956 and a proposed schedule of fees and charges for consideration 
and to provide Council with a draft Fees Policy to undergo the Special Consultative Procedure under the Local 
Government Act 2002. 

The Environmental Health Fees and Charges Policy 2025-26 was attached to the agenda item for members’ 
information.  

Ms Winter reported that a review of the current fees and the activity costs has been undertaken.  The findings 
of that review were that there be a fee increase for the 2024/2025 financial year by a CPI adjustment of 2.2%. 
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The amount of the increase will ensure that the fees recovered for the group’s activities align with Council’s 
Revenue and Financing Policy.  

Ms Winter noted that over the last few years any increase in fees has been by CPI adjustment. The Fees 
Policy has been drafted to allow a CPI adjustment each year if required without having to go through the 
Special Consultative Procedure. This adjustment keeps Council within the budgeting requirements and saves 
having sporadic large increases that are harder for businesses to absorb.  

Clrs Sowman/Innes:   
That Council: 
1. Approve consultation on the proposed schedule of fees, charges and Fees Policy using special 

consultative procedures under s83 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
2. Approve a Hearing Sub-Committee of Councillors Thelma Sowman (Chair), Ben Minehan and 

Barbara Faulls to hear and determine any submissions received on the proposed fees and policy. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Anna Davidson, Council’s Manager Resource Consents, was present via Teams for the 
following item. 

E&P-0325-283 Annual Review of Resource Consent Fees – 
Resource Management Act 1991 R450-002-R02 

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to provide Council with the review of fees and charges 
under the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act) and consider a proposed increase to the existing fee 
schedule for charges.  

It was noted that the current fees were last increased in July 2024. 

The Resource Consent Fee Schedule was attached to the agenda item for members’ information. 

Ms Davidson reported that the current fees have been reviewed, and it is recommended that there be a 2.2% 
increase to the Resource Consent charges for the 2025/2026 financial year this is in line with the Consumers 
Price Index (CPI) December Annual CPI figure reported by Statistics NZ.    

Ms Davidson further reported that the Marlborough District Council Resource Management Act 1991 - 
Charging Policy was changed in 2020 to allow for CPI adjustments to Resource Consent Fees and Charges 
on an annual basis from 1 July each year. 

Mr Harvey/Clr Sowman:   
That Council adopt the proposed CPI increases to the existing fee schedule for charges associated 
with consent processing activities under Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) effective from the 
1 July 2025. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-284 Annual Review Resource Consent & Permitted 
Activity Monitoring Fees & Charges - Resource 
Management Act 1991: 2025-2026 E360-005-007-01 

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to provide Council with the review of fees and charges for 
monitoring activities under the Resource Management Act 1991 (the RMA) and any changes to the existing 
fees schedule for the 2025/2026 year. It was noted that the current fees were last increased in July 2024. 

The Proposed Fee Schedule 2025/26 was attached to the agenda item for member’s information. 
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The current fees have been reviewed, and it is recommended that there is no increase to the RMA Monitoring 
Charges for the 2025/2026 financial year. 

Clrs Minehan/S Arbuckle:   
That Council approve no changes to the Resource Consent and Permitted Activity Monitoring fees for 
the 2025/2026 financial year. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-285 Revision of Building Control Fees 2024-25  
 R450-002-B01 

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to provide the Council with the review of fees and charges 
for Building Control functions and consider an increase and change to the existing “Flat” fees schedule for the 
2025/2026 year. 

The current fees were last increased on 1 July 2024. 

The current fees have been reviewed and it is recommended that there is a 2.2% increase to the Building 
Control group fees and charges for the 2025/2026 financial year in accordance with the Consumers Price 
Index (CPI) annual change in December 2024.  

In addition to the 2.2% fee increase the following minor changes to the fees were noted: 

a) Introduce new charge Processing of Alternative Plans and Specifications for Consent Applications in 
addition to standard plans and specifications where the applicant wants to obtain pre-approval for 
possible product substitutions.  

b) Introduce new officer charge-out rate for Certificate of Public Use application processing.  
c) Increase charges for lapsing of building consent applications and extension of time to 

commence/complete building work under a building consent. 
d) Clarify the charges for Issue of any other notice under Building Act 2004 other than Notice to Fix and 

introduce follow-up inspections charges for compliance matters. 
e) Introduce a new fee classification for major works with value between $1,000,001 - $4,000,000 for 

Schedule 1 Exemption 2. 
f) Introduce a new fee for change of use application assessment and extension of specified life of 

building application assessment. 
g) Include charges for provision of building consent statistics reports in the fee schedule. 
h) Introduce charges for sign-off of building consents older than 5 years.  
i) To increase the swimming pool inspection general rates by CPI of 2.2%. 

Clrs Hope/Innes:   
That Council: 
1. Approve the proposed CPI increase of 2.2% to the existing fee schedule for charges associated 

with Building Control activities effective from 1 July 2025. 
2. Approve consultation of additional fee categories to the existing fee schedule for charges 

associated with Building Control activities effective from 1 July 2025. 
3. Approve a Hearing Sub-Committee of Councillors Raylene Innes (Chair), Brian Dawson and 

Sally Arbuckle to hear and determine any submissions received on the proposed additional fees. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Jamie Clark, Council’s Contract Manager for Animal Control, was present for the following 
item. 

E&P-0325-286 Dog Control Fees Review for the 2025/2026 
Registration Year E305-001-001 

Members received the report on the review of the current dog control fees for the 2025/2026 registration year. 

It was noted that the current dog registration fees were last increased in 2024/2025 and the outcome of the 
review is that there be no increase to the dog registration and pound fees. 

It was also noted that with the proposed status quo on dog registration fees revenue is forecast to maintain 
Council’s approved 80/20, fees recovery and rates funding split. This aligns with Council’s Revenue and 
Financing Policy. 

Mr Clark presented the new dog images for posters and advertising campaign to members.  

Members were advised that in response to feedback received from the annual dog survey, this year’s dog 
survey mail out will include pre-paid envelopes, its anticipated this will increase the return rate. Council is only 
charge on receipt of pre-paid envelopes. 

Clrs Faulls/Sowman:   
That Council approves that there be no change to the dog registration and pound fees for the 2025/2026 
registration year. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-287 Animal Control Sub-Committee D050-001-A04 
The minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 30 January 2025 were presented for 
ratification by the Committee. 

Clrs Faulls/Minehan:   
That the minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 30 January 2025 be ratified. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Jamie Sigmund, Council’s Strategic Planner, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0325-288 Marlborough Climate Change & Adaptation 
Action Plan 2024/25 – 2027/28 E320-003-001 

Mr Sigmund noted that the purpose of the report was to adopt the updated Marlborough Climate Change & 
Adaptation Action Plan 2024/25 – 2027/28. The report was available on Council’s website for members’ 
information.  

To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 2556473). 

Members were advised that as time and resourcing has allowed staff associated with the Climate Change 
Working Group (CCWG) reviewed the 2020 Climate Change Action Plan. The intent of the review has been to 
update the action plan, look for appropriate ways to continue to implement climate change action and also 
where appropriate to accelerate the work, ensuring Council can make longer-term informed decisions, with the 
aim of building a more resilient region.  

The review included an account of national objectives as well as considering objectives specific to Marlborough 
to address climate change. 
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The collective analysis has resulted in the preparation of both an updated Climate Change and Adaptation 
Action Plan. It also included a Programme Plan outlining potential projects and actions from 2024/25 to 
2027/28. This report was available on Council’s website for members’ information. 

It was noted that the updated plan aims to deliver five key objectives with eight outcomes to be enabled through 
delivery of the plan. The objectives and outcomes were detailed in the agenda item. 

The action plan demonstrates how Council responds to national direction, while also expressing our regional 
leadership on climate and natural hazard issues specific to Marlborough. It shows how Council works 
collaboratively to implement the action plan, while ensuring the decisions of Council consider the implications 
of climate change and natural hazard for both current and future generations. 

The CCWG recognise it will take the full duration of this action plan to collect all identified information, the 
benefit for Council in collecting information is that it ‘buys time’ as Council await the confirmation of new 
obligation and objectives that Council may be responsible for from these legislative reform processes. 

The CCWG also identified the potential need for longer-term financial support, this begins with the identification 
of two projects, Environmental Monitoring and Network Resilience Improvements and Risk Assessment – 
Climate Change and Natural Hazards, for the next Annual Plan 2025/26, while also considering future need 
associated with climate change actions for the next Long-Term Plan (2027) and beyond. Attached to the 
agenda item was the proposed climate change actions requiring funding consideration for 2025/26 – 2027/28. 

Clrs Hope/Faulls:   
That the Council adopts the updated Marlborough Climate Change & Adaptation Action Plan 2024/25 
– 2027/28 (as available on Council’s website via the following link here, named as Item 18 – Marlborough Climate Change & 
Adaptation Action Plan 2024/25 – 2027-28, and filed in CM under Record No. 2550215). 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Innes withdrew from the meeting at 12.03 pm at the conclusion of the above item. 

ATTENDANCE: Sarah Pearson, Council’s Strategic Planner, was present for the following two items. 

E&P-0325-289 Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report - 
Blenheim 2024 and Air Quality Evaluation 
Report Blenheim 2017-2024 E300-004-003-01 

Ms Pearson noted that the purpose of the report was to present the Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report – 
Blenheim 2024 and the Air Quality Evaluation Blenheim 2017-2024 to the Committee. Both reports were 
prepared by Emily Wilton, Environet Limited. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed 
in CM Record No. 2556472). 

Members were advised that in Marlborough particulate matter (PM) is the only air pollutant likely to exceed the 
National Environmental Standard for Air Quality 2004 (NES) and is required to be measured continuously in 
Blenheim.  

It was reported that Blenheim did not exceed the NES 50µg/m3 limit for PM10 in 2024 therefore the NES was 
not breached for the 2024 calendar year. 

In response to a query on the Picton airshed Ms Pearson noted that it is anticipated that there will be data 
through for this winter with a report likely provided for the Committee mid-year.  

Ms Pearson reported that maximum daily PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations in 2024 were 37μg/m3, both occurring 
on different days in July, the lowest annual maximums since continuous monitoring began in 2006 and 2017 
respectively. 

Concentrations of PM2.5 in 2024 exceeded the proposed Ministry for the Environment (MfE) NES 24-hour 
average guideline of 25 µg/m3 on 21 occasions, and the World Health Organisation (WHO) 2021 daily guideline 
of 15 µg/m3, 71 times. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2ifzri1o01cxbymxkvwz/hierarchy/documents/your-council/meetings/2025/environment-planning-2025-list/Item%2018%20-%2013032025%20-%20Marlborough%20Climate%20Change%20%20Adaptation%20Action%20Plan%202024-25%20to%202027-28.pdf
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Daily variations in PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations and wind speed in 2024 were consistent with historical high 
pollution days, showing peaks occurring during the evenings over the winter months. The key meteorological 
conditions associated with elevated concentrations on high pollution days are low wind speeds and 
south-westerly wind direction. 

The annual average PM10 concentration for 2024 was 13 μg/m3, the lowest annual average recorded at this 
site, below both the revised WHO 2021 guideline of 15 µg/m3 and the MfE guideline of 20 μg/m3. There is 
currently no NES annual average guideline for PM10.  

The annual average PM2.5 concentration in 2024 was 9.4 µg/m3, lower than the previous lowest concentration 
of 10.5 µg/m3 in 2022, but still well above the 2021 WHO guideline of 5 µg/m3. 

Ms Pearson noted that the key question remains for Blenheim is whether reductions in PM10 have been 
sufficient to ensure that the NES will be met under worst case meteorological conditions. In 2023 a trend 
assessment, after adjusting for meteorological conditions, concluded the data was indicative of a downward 
trend, however it was likely that worst case meteorological conditions would result in greater than one 
exceedance of 50 µg/m3. 

Despite the continuing downward trend in concentrations in the Blenheim airshed, should the NES be amended 
to PM2.5 standards in the future then reductions in particulate concentrations and consequent air quality 
management required to meet these targets would likely be significant. 

Members were advised that while MfE in 2020 indicated they were looking to move away from the current NES 
PM10 standard to both a daily and annual average standard for PM2.5, there has been no further action on this 
despite the updated WHO 2021 guidelines and an updated Health and Air Pollution in New Zealand study 
released in July 2022. 

Clrs S Arbuckle/Minehan :   
That the “Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report - Blenheim 2024” and “Air Quality Evaluation Blenheim 
2017 - 2024” be received. 
Carried 

E&P-0325-290 Resource Management (Consenting and Other 
System Changes) Amendment Bill – Second 
Report L150-019-R01-01 

Ms Pearson noted that the purpose of the report was to present the Council’s submission on the Resource 
Management (Consenting and Other System Changes) Amendment Bill. The submission was available on 
Council’s website for members’ information. 

It was noted that the submission period closed between committee meetings and delegation was given to a 
sub-committee of the Mayor, the Chair of the Environment and Planning Committee Councillor Hope and 
Councillor Faulls to make the submission to the Bill on behalf of Council. 

The submission focused on four main areas (Interface of the RMA and Fisheries Act, Freshwater farm plan 
system, Emergencies and natural hazards, and Consenting and enforcement matters) and an online oral 
submission was given on Monday 3 March 2024 to the Environment Select Committee. 

Clrs Hope/Faulls:   
That Council receive the Council submission on the Bill. 
Carried 
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E&P-0325-291 Information Package - 
Clrs Hope/Minehan:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 13 March 2025 be received and noted. 
Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 12.19 pm. 

 

Record No:  2561487 
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