
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers and via Teams, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on 
THURSDAY, 17 JULY 2025 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present  
Clrs B A Faulls (Acting Chairperson), S J Arbuckle, A R Burgess, R J Innes and B J Minehan, and Ms N Solomon 
(Iwi representative) 

Also Present 
Clr J D N Croad 

Also Present via Teams 
Clr S R W Adams (from 9.08 am) 

In Attendance 
Mr A Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager), Ms G Ferguson (Group Manager Consents 
and Compliance) (present in Chambers and via Teams) and Ms N Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Faulls/Minehan: 
That the apologies for absence from Clrs G A Hope and T P Sowman, Mayor N P Taylor and Mr S Harvey 
(Rural Representative) be received and sustained and the apology for leaving the meeting early from 
Clr S R W Adams be noted. 
Carried 

E&P-0725-15 Declaration of Interests - 
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Adams joined the meeting at 9.08 am via Teams during the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Charlotte Tomlins, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Hydrology, was present via Teams for 
the following item. 

E&P-0725-16 Hydrology Summary of Region-wide Flood 
Event, 2628 June 2025 E320-000-001 

Charlotte Tomlinson provided Council with a hydrological summary of the June 2025 severe weather event 
that affected many catchments in the Marlborough Region. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown 
(presentation filed in CM Record No. 25151091). 

It was noted that at the time of this agenda closing (2 July), most environmental data (rainfall totals, river flows, 
and water levels) remained unverified. The environmental monitoring team collected validation data during the 
flood event and will continue data collection and processing over the coming weeks. 

Members were advised that improvements to sites after previous events have increased resilience to high 
flows. Further areas for improvement were identified in the Environmental Monitoring Flood Network Risk and 
Resilience Review which was presented to the Environment & Planning Committee meeting in January 2025. 
These are being implemented as budget and time allows.  
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Clrs Burgess/S Arbuckle:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Tim Roper, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-17 Real Estate Signage Compliance Report 
 E360-006-02 

Tim Roper noted that the purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of the Incident and Response 
team’s ongoing work to provide education, reduce the instances of non-compliant sign complaints and 
streamline enforcement. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in 
CM Record No. 25151089). 

Amendment: PMEP rules noted in the agenda item referenced the previously numbered notations, amend 
to 2.40.4.xx 

Members were advised that during 2024-25 there were 46 sign investigations – 29 were sign breaches against 
the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) and Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan. Of those 29, 12 
were oversized and 17 were incorrectly placed, all are now compliant and case files have been closed. 

It was noted that the majority of sign complaints received during 2024-25 related to real estate signs. In 
response the team have commenced a proactive education programme with all real estate agencies operating 
in the Marlborough region. A real estate fact sheet has been developed to address any educational gaps 
between signage on properties and agencies awareness of the signage rules. 

A database of sign complaints has been established to track investigations and repeat non-compliance. 

Clrs Minehan/Innes:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Adams withdrew from the meeting at 10.00 am during the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Tonia Stewart, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-18 Dairy Shed Effluent and Stream Crossing 
Survey 2024/2025 E330-001-004, E330-001-005 

Tonia Stewart provided members with information on the Compliance Group’s monitoring of dairy shed effluent 
and stream crossings during the 2024/2025 dairy season. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown 
(presentation filed in CM Record No. 25151088). 

Members were advised that during the 2023/2024 monitoring period, Marlborough had 42 operating dairy 
farms.  This number has now decreased to 38. 

It was noted that the dairy sector in Marlborough is relatively small, with a combined herd size of approximately 
12,874 cows and individual herd sizes ranging from 53 to 1,050 cows. This is approximately a 20% reduction 
since the 2016/17 milking season. 

All 38 dairy farms were inspected in 2024/2025. These farms were monitored against the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP) or resource consent conditions. 31 farms were monitored against the 
activity standards within the PMEP with 26 farms rated as compliant, five farms rated as non-compliant.  No 
farms were rated as significantly non-compliant.   
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It was reported that non-compliance occurred due to effluent ponding and discharging when soil moisture 
levels exceeded capacity, immediate remediation actions were taken. Enforcement action included issuing five 
infringement notices and one abatement notice. 

A total of 34 farms have lined storage systems. All farms must have a lined system within 24 months of the 
PMEP becoming operative.  

Seven farms operate under resource consent for the discharge of dairy farm effluent and following inspections 
six farms were rated as compliant, one farm rated as technically non-compliant. No farms were rated 
significantly non-compliant. The technical non-compliance occurred because records were submitted to 
Council outside the required timeframes. 

It was reported that in Marlborough 38 out of 39 farms provided synthetic nitrogen data. One farm ceased dairy 
farming in May 2024 but was still required to report on nitrogen data.  Of those 38 farms 100% were compliant 
with the synthetic nitrogen cap of 190 kg/ha/year meeting the requirements of the regulation 33(2). Two of 
those dairy farms did not apply any synthetic nitrogen to land. 

Clrs Minehan/Innes:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Hamish Patel, Mote Limited was present via Teams and Sarah Pearson, Council’s Strategic 
Planner, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-19 Gaseous Air Pollutants on the Picton Foreshore 
2023-2024 E300-006-003 

Hamish Patel presented the findings of a study undertaken between 2023 and 2024 on gaseous pollutants on 
the Picton Foreshore. The report was available on Council’s website for members’ information. To highlight the 
report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 25151087). 

By way of background, members were advised that Mote Limited was contracted to undertake a one-year air 
quality monitoring programme on the Picton Foreshore for the purpose of measuring ambient concentrations 
of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and sulphur dioxide (SO2). To also assess compliance with New Zealand’s National 
Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and Ambient Air Quality Guidelines (AAQG), and the 2021 
World Health Organisation Ambient Air Quality Guidelines (WHO AQG) to understand public exposure. 

Members were advised that continuous measurements of NO2 and SO2 were taken on the Picton Foreshore 
with analysis undertaken on 1-hr and 24-hr concentrations. All measured concentrations of NO2 and SO2 were 
within NES-AQ and AAQG thresholds, falling mostly in the ‘excellent’ category under New Zealand’s reporting 
framework. While still compliant, NO2 levels occasionally reached the ‘alert’ range when assessed against the 
more stringent WHO AQG 2021 24-hour standards. 

Investigations were carried out with respect to wind speed and direction revealing various contributions of 
pollutants from different directions over the course of the year from a variety of sources.  

Members were advised that several knowledge gaps were identified, along with recommendations for future 
work to better link pollutant levels to specific activities. Continued monitoring and further source analysis was 
recommended. These recommendations will be fully assessed, including the possible costs, and the results of 
this work will be reported back to the Committee at a future date. 

Members were advised that the results of the study will be presented to the Picton community through various 
forums including the Picton Regional Forum.  

Clrs Burgess/Innes:   
That the “Gaseous Air Pollutants on the Picton Foreshore” Report be received. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 10.30 am and resumed at 10.48 am. 

ATTENDANCE: Amy-Grace McIlraith, Council’s Catchment Care Advisor, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-20 Catchment Care Programme E345-007-001 
Amy-Grace provided members with an update on the 2024-2025 Catchment Care At-Risk Catchments project, 
completion of the Catchment Care At-Risk Catchments project and the development of the Catchment Care 
2025-2026 work programme. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in 
CM Record No. 25151085). 

It was noted that the Catchment Care for At Risk Catchments is jointly funded by the Ministry for the 
Environment’s Public Waterway and Ecosystem Restoration fund, Marlborough District Council and 
Landowners. The Project has reached the end of its five-year co-funding agreement with the Ministry for the 
Environment. The project has been focused on the Are Are Creek, Flaxbourne, Linkwater and Tuamarina 
catchments identified in the Proposed Marlborough Environmental Plan (PMEP) as degraded or at risk 
catchments. 

Members were advised that the entire project has exceeded the fencing and planting targets. This year, 10km 
of fencing has been completed and nearly 13,929 native plants have been planted. These numbers exceed 
the mid-year projections by 38% and 10% respectively. 

Following the confirmation of Council funding in the Long Term Plan, the development of a multi-year work 
plan has commenced. The initial focus has been on evaluating Catchment Care processes and priorities. 
Current practices are being reviewed against the latest water and soil quality data through collaboration with 
the wider environmental science team to enhance the existing "Integrated Catchment Management" model, 
increase adaptability, enable catchment resilience and improve prioritisation processes. 

Clrs Minehan/Burgess:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Zeke Hoskins, Council’s Biodiversity Officer, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-21 Working for Nature/ Mahi mō te Taiao Grant 
 E390-003-25-01 

Zeke Hoskins presented the decisions recommended by the Grant Sub-Committee regarding applicants of the 
Working for Nature/ Mahi mō te Taiao 2025-2026 grant round. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 25151081). 

It was noted that to date, seven projects from the 2024-2025 round have been visited. $138,000 has been 
allocated for the 2025-26 funding round. 

A total of thirty-six applications were submitted. Twenty-five under the Protecting Marlborough category, nine 
under Habitat Marlborough, and two under Environmental Advocacy. 

Funding requested during this grant round totalled $327,792.82. The overall expenditure for all projects that 
were applied for, based on the values given in the application, would equate to $824,979.10 of environmental 
protection or enhancements. Partial or full funding was awarded to twenty-two applicants to support their 
projects. 

Members acknowledged the initiative of utilising Council’s purchasing power to order AT220 Automatic traps 
as a way of reducing the cost through consolidated shipping and access to a larger discount. 

The following applications received either partial or full funding: 
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Protecting Marlborough: 

Project Name Grant Value 
Arapaoa Kiwi Stage 4 $5,065.75 

Hinepango Wetland Restoration Group $10,000 

Limestone Coast Restoration Buffer $7,500 

Ngā mihi o Te Pokohiwi o Kupe $10,000 

Penzance Enhancement Project $7,500 (AT220 equivalent) 

Pest Free Ngakuta Bay $7,500 (AT220 equivalent)  

Project TRAP* $7,500 (AT220 equivalent) 

Rarangi Dawn Chorus $1,358.05 

TARA Community Trapping $1,241 

Taylor Pass River at Hares Hut $3,000 

Te Hoiere Bat Recovery Predator Control $5,000 (AT220 equivalent)  

The collaborative management of feral ungulates in the Marlborough Sounds $10,000 

The Ned/ Te Hau Restoration Project $10,000 

Trapping Expansion Project* $7,500 

Waitata Reach Expansion Trap Network $5,000 (AT220 equivalent) 

Whataroa Bay Restoration $12,500 

Wild Waikawa $10,150 (AT220 equivalent)  

Total $120,814.80 

Habitat Marlborough 
Blind River Native Planting Project $7,500 

Renwick School / Isabel Estate Project $1,400 

Taylor Reserve Planting 2026 $1,500 

Waikawa Stream Enrichment Yr4 $5,000 

Total $15,400 
 

Environmental Advocacy 
Youth Sustainability Programme $2,000 

Total $2,000 

*  Received multi-year funding support, equivalent to their Year 1 funding.  

Applications will reopen in April 2026 for the Working for Nature 2026-2027 grant round.  

Clrs Minehan/Innes:   
1. That the report be received.  
2. That the recommendations made by the Grant Sub-Committee be approved by Council. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Peter Davidson, Council’s Senior Environmental Scientist Groundwater Quantity & Quality, 
was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-22 Te Koko-o-Kupe/Cloudy Bay Deep Groundwater 
Exploration E345-007-001 

Peter Davidson presented the November 2024 GNS Science report: Guidance on prospecting for deep 
groundwater resources beneath the coastal Wairau Plain, Marlborough and outlined the proposed MDC 
exploration work plan for the 2026/27 and 2027/28 financial years. The report was available on Council’s 
website for members’ information. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record 
No. 25151081). 

Members were advised that uncertainty around what lies beneath our feet at the Wairau coast represents a 
major gap in community knowledge of the extent of our groundwater systems. The geology of coastal areas 
of New Zealand is more complex than inland as the land-marine interface shifts in response to sea-level 
change induced by global climate variability.  

It was reported that the intention is to map the boundaries of Marlborough’s groundwater which represents 
fundamental hydrogeological intelligence. The aims of the drilling project and the community benefits were 
discussed and detailed in the agenda item, along with the timeline for exploration work. 

Clrs Burgess/S Arbuckle:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clementine Rankin, Council’s Strategic Planner - Freshwater, was present for the following 
item. 

E&P-0725-23 Plan Change to the Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan (Operative in Part) – Obstacle 
Limitation Surfaces - Decision  
 M100-11-025-01 

Clementine Rankin noted that the purpose of the report was to seek approval for the preparation of, and 
consultation on, a change to the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (Operative in Part), to ensure 
appropriate application of the Obstacle Limitation Surfaces to the management of activities occurring in close 
proximity to Marlborough’s airports. 

It was reported that the PMEP includes provisions aligned with the CAA to maintain the safety at Marlborough’s 
three airports: Woodbourne, Omaka, and Picton. It has come to Council’s attention that PMEP Volume 2 Rules 
in a number of Zones require changes to align with CAA Rule Part 77 and ensure cohesiveness in activity 
rules.  

Members were advised that to align with the rule it is proposed that a plan change is prepared in accordance 
with Schedule 1 of the RMA. This plan change will not apply retrospectively to activities which are already 
approved; it will only apply to future activities in due course.  

It was noted that tangata whenua iwi, through iwi authorities, and relevant landowners will be consulted as will 
Ministers of the Crown who may be affected. Other parties may be identified as this variation progresses. 

Ms Rankin confirmed that the agenda item does not seek notification of a planned change but noted that what 
is being recommended is the preparatory work which occurs prior to notification, including consideration and 
assessment of options to resolve the identified issues and consultation with affected parties.  

Members were advised that it is recognised that this plan change will have no effect on CAA Rules, which 
continue to operate independently of the PMEP. 

Ms Rankin advised members on a newly released government fact sheet detailing the proposed Plan Stop 
Policy. 
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Clrs Faulls/Innes:   
That Council approve the preparation of, and consultation on, a change to the Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan (Operative in Part), to ensure appropriate application of the Obstacle Limitation 
Surfaces to the management of activities occurring in close proximity to Marlborough’s airports. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Pere Hawes, Council’s Head of Environmental Policy, was present for the following item. 

E&P-0725-24 Changes in National Direction N100-001-01-01, 02,  
 03, 04, 05, 07; N100-002-02, 03, 04, 08, 10, 11 

Pere Hawes noted that the purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of the release of discussion 
documents detailing proposed amendments to existing national direction (national policy statements, national 
environmental standards, regulations) and the introduction of new national policy statements and national 
environmental standards.  

Members were advised that the Government has released four packages of proposals to introduce new and 
amended national direction – Infrastructure and Development, Primary Sector, Freshwater and Going for 
Housing Growth. Separate links to information on the four packages were provided in the agenda item for 
members’ information. 

A presentation was shown that provided detail on the packages (presentation filed in CM Record 
No. 25151080). Postscript: The presentation was circulated to members following the meeting. 

Pere Hawes responded to a number of questions from members who also noted points for inclusion in the 
submissions. 

It was noted that the submission period on Packages 1, 2 and 3 closes on 27 July 2025 and package 4 closes 
on 17 August 2025. 

Members were advised that the Mayor, Chair and Deputy Chair of this Committee will consider and approve a 
Council submission on the packages. The final submission will be presented at the next Environment & 
Planning Committee as information. 

Clrs Faulls/Innes:   
That the report and discussion documents Package 1: Infrastructure and Development, Package 2: 
Primary Sector, Package 3: Freshwater and Package 4: Going for Housing Growth be received. 
Carried 

E&P-0725-25 Information Package - 
Clrs Faulls/Minehan:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 17 July 2025 be received and noted. 
Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 12.35 pm. 

 

Record No:  25156737 


