MARLBOROUGH
| DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the
ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE
held in the Council Chambers and via Teams, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim
on THURSDAY, 5 JUNE 2025 commencing at 9.00 am

Present

Clrs B A Faulls (acting Chairperson), S J Arbuckle, R J Innes, B J Minehan, T P Sowman, Mr S Harvey (Rural
Representative), Ms N Solomon (Iwi representative)

Also Present
Clrs S R W Adams and J D N Croad

In Attendance

Mr H R Versteegh (Group Manager Environmental Science & Policy) and Ms G Ferguson (Group Manager
Consents and Compliance), and Ms N J Chauval (Committee Secretary)

The Chair, CIr Faulls, welcomed Naomi Solomon, the new Committee Iwi Representative, to the meeting.

Apologies
Cirs Faulls/Innes:
That the apologies for absence from Cir G A Hope and Mayor N P Taylor be received and sustained.

Carried

E&P-0625-364 Declaration of Interests -

No interests with items on the agenda were declared.

ATTENDANCE: Pere Hawes, Council’'s Head of Environmental Policy, was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-365 Making PMEP Operative in Part M100-12-01

Mr Hawes noted that the purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of progress with resolving appeals
made to the Environment Court on the PMEP. Recommend adopting the regional coastal plan provisions of the
PMEP that are not subject to appeal and referring these provisions to the Minister of Conservation for approval;
recommend approving the remaining PMEP provisions that are not subject to appeal and recommend making the
approved PMEP provisions operative via public notice as soon as possible.

Members were advised that good progress has been made in resolving appeals on the PMEP and most appeals
have been successfully resolved.

It was reported there had been a total of over 2000 appeal points but Council took to resolve the appeal points by
mediation and only one of the appeal points actually proceeded to the Court.

Mr Hawes advised that the PMEP is now at a stage that steps can be taken to make the PMEP operative in part.
Provisions of the PMEP that are beyond challenge can be approved in accordance with Clause 17 of the First
Schedule. A public notice will be placed to make these approved provisions operative as soon as possible.

Mr Hawes further noted that the provisions of the PMEP that are regional coastal plan provisions beyond
challenge can be adopted in accordance with Clause 18 of the First Schedule and then be forwarded to the
Minister of Conservation for approval.




Members were advised that the small number of provisions that are still subject to appeal will be clearly identified
within the PMEP provisions.

Mr Hawes acknowledged the efforts of the Environmental Policy Group and other staff across Council and
thanked them for their considerable efforts and support in getting the Plan where it is today. Also noted was the
work of ex Clrs Jamie Arbuckle and David Oddie as Commissioners on the Hearing Panel.

Members were advised that these provisions will be forwarded to the Minister of Conservation for the Clause 19
approval process. The period for approving the regional coastal plan provisions is not known at this stage and a
briefing for the Minister of Conservation will be provided to provide background information on the plan’s
development, pre and post notification. The Minister’s approval is effected by the Minister of Conservation
signing the regional coastal plan provisions.

Pending approval of the provisions of the PMEP that are not regional coastal plan provisions, a public notice will
be prepared to publicly notify an operative date for these provisions. The minimum period for the public notice is
at least five working days before the operative date. It is proposed to make the plan provisions operative in part
as soon as possible after the Council’s decision to approve the provisions.

A separate operative date for the regional coastal plan provisions will be set on receipt of the Minister’s approval.
Cirs Innes/Faulls:

1. That the report be received.

2. That the regional coastal plan provisions of the PMEP that are not subject to appeal be adopted
and that the adopted provisions be sent to the Minister of Conservation for his approval.

That the remaining provisions of the PMEP that are not subject to appeal be approved.

That the approved provisions of the PMEP be made operative via public notice as soon as
possible.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Oliver Wade, Council’s Principal Coastal Scientist, was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-366 Te Hoiere Ine Parumoana E355-021-01-001
E325-017-002-04

Mr Wade provided members with an update on the Te Hoiere Ine Parumoana project. To highlight the report a
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 25119277).

Members were advised that the name Te Hoiere Ine Parumoana was gifted by Ngati Kuia and translates to
‘mapping the sea floor of Te Hoiere’.

It was reported that in 2020 Council collaborated with LINZ to map a large proportion of Te Hoiere/ Pelorus
Sound, Admiralty Bay and Te Aumiti/ French Pass using multibeam echo sounder technology. Te Hoiere Ine
Parumoana is a subsequent project utilising the data collected during this mapping.

Te Hoiere Ine Parumoana is led by a steering group comprising of Council, Fisheries NZ and Department of
Conservation staff with NIWA as the science lead for this project.

Mr Wade noted that the next steps for the programme will be reporting on the work that is currently underway
and reports will be provided to the Committee. As a result of the work there will be deeper understanding of the
ecology of the sea floor of the survey area and how this has changed over time and in collaboration with the
other agencies and iwi pathways will be developed for this information to influence marine management. There
will also be future presentations to the Committee from NIWA experts as milestones are completed.

ClIrs Innes/Faulls:
That the information be received.

Carried
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ATTENDANCE: Liam Falconer, Council’s Biosecurity Manager and Hayden Nott, Council’s Biosecurity Officer
were present for the following item.

E&P-0625-367 Mediterranean Fanworm Update E315-003-019-02

Mr Nott noted that the purpose of the report was to update the Committee on the Marine Biosecurity programme
in Marlborough. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 25119276).

It was noted that Mediterranean fanworm, (Sabella spallanzanii), is an invasive marine pest that poses significant
ecological and economic threats. It is subject to an exclusion programme under Marlborough's Regional Pest
Management Plan (RPMP).

Mr Nott reported that the Marlborough region continues to be at risk of Mediterranean fanworm establishing as
there continue to be ongoing incursions into the region. The incursions are through vessel movements from
affected regions into Marlborough.

This year there has been an increase in detections on vessels with six vessels found this year. While the number
of detections is higher than last year all have been found very early with only immature fanworm found. These
vessels have links back to the upper north island.

Very low numbers of Mediterranean fanworm have once again been found throughout the year in the original
incursion zone at Waikawa marina with nine individuals found and removed. Some of the larger fanworm found
were on rock walls and were 300 and 500mm indicating mature specimens. It appears there may be a very small
population remaining from a spawning event.

Members were advised that Council continues working with wider programme partners to effectively deliver the
programme. Work continues with programme partners to try and secure longer term funding contributions to
ensure the programme remains effective. Council will continue working with Te Uru Kahika to develop a sector
position and improve pathway management.

Council’s Biosecurity Manager, Liam Falconer, advised that a working group of councils that are heavily involved
in the marine biosecurity space is working to strengthen the programme across the country to align the rules so
that people know when they’re travelling into regions the rules are the same. The working group will look at
regulatory options, how we communicate and engage effectively together.

In response to a query on how boats are monitored that might have anchored in bays within the Sounds before
coming to Port Mr Nott noted that over the summer period surveys are conducted with divers carrying out
surveillance and compliance checks within moorings and bays. There is also work going on in the background in
regard to vessel tracking but there is work required in terms of the Privacy Act. It was noted that boaties do keep
pretty good records of where they’ve been and are willing to share that information.

Cirs Faulls/Minehan:
That the report be received.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Peter Hamill, Council’'s Team Leader Land & Water was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-368 Soil Quality Monitoring Annual Report 2024
E355-001-001-24

Members received the Soil Quality Monitoring Annual Report 2024 and Peter Hamill provided detail on progress

with soil health workshops. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record
No. 25119275).

In this investigation, soils were sampled from 15 monitoring sites that included seven pasture sites, one dairy
site, three vineyards and four exotic forestry sites. These sites represented 11 different soil types from four soil
orders. Three of the 2024 sites are new to the programme.
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It was reported that this year’s results are consistent with all previous years. While many sites show good soil
quality, most soils show the effects of human land use. Soil compaction, excessive levels of nitrogen and
phosphorus and loss of soil carbon remain the consistent theme of this work. Ninety percent of sites had levels
below the optimal levels for hot water carbon indicating organic matter cycling below the reference ranges.

Mr Hamill noted that education is the key and Council has partnered with Landcare Trust and Merfield Agronomy
Ltd and with two soil workshops held in the Awatere Valley and Taylor River Valley with 68 attendees. The
workshops covered soil basics, Broad Q&A on best practice soil management and future workshops are planned.

Cirs Faulls/Sowman:
That the report be received.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Steffi Henkel, Council’'s Senior Environmental Scientist — Surface Water Quality, was present for
the following item.

E&P-0625-369 Recreational Water Quality Update 2024-25
E370-007-001

Steffi Henkel presented the annual Recreational Water Quality Report Card which was attached to the agenda
item for members’ information.

It was reported that the recreational water quality was monitored at nine coastal beaches and ten river swimming
spots during the 2024/25 summer. Weekly samples were tested for indicator bacteria to assess the health risk to
swimmers from waterborne diseases.

Over 96% of samples taken during the 2024/25 summer season had indicator bacteria concentrations within safe
levels for swimmers. Unsafe indicator bacteria concentrations were associated with rainfall, with one exception of
a sample taken in Ngakuta Bay.

Most sites were graded “Good” or “Fair’, meaning they are generally safe for swimming except after rainfall.

More than 50% of sites did not meet the recreational water quality targets set in the Proposed Marlborough
Environment Plan. Council is working with landowners to improve water quality at these locations.

Following the meeting the Report Card will be made available to the public on the MDC website and sites will be
monitored again in the next summer season (2025/26).

Clirs Faulls/S Arbuckle:
That the information be received.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Karen Winter, Council’'s Team Leader Environmental Health, was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-370 Environmental Health Fees & Fees Policy
E350-004-009-02

Ms Winter advised that the special consultative procedure has been undertaken for the proposed fees increase
and proposed fees policy for the Environmental Health Team. The sub-committee has deliberated on the one
submission received and determined that no change to the proposed fees be made and the fees policy be
adopted.

It was noted that Environmental Health propose to have a Fees Policy that allows an increase each year by the
CPI. This is to avoid infrequent larger increases for licensed operators.
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Members were advised that Minister David Seymour has announced the revocation of the hairdressers
regulation. This means there'll be no requirement to register or inspect hairdressers in the future. Hairdressing
fees are currently noted in the Policy but Council will not be invoicing as the decision from the Minister is likely to
be finalised within the next month.

CIr Faulls advised that she had noted her conflict of interest for the one submission received.

Clrs Sowman/Minehan:
That Council:

1. Confirm the sub-committee decision to adopt the proposed Environmental Health fees for the
2025/2026 year.

2. Confirm the sub-committee decision to adopt the proposed Fees Policy for Environmental Health.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Dhyanom Gala, Council’s Building Control Manager, was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-371 Annual Review of Building Control Fees for
2025-2026 R450-002-B01

Dhyanom Gala noted that the special consultative procedure has been undertaken in accordance with the Local
Government Act 2002 to review the proposed fee increases for the Building Control Group. The Sub-Committee
has deliberated on the one submission received and determined that the submission related to rates generally
therefore was unrelated to the proposed building control fees and therefore determined that no change to the
proposed fees be made and the fees policy be adopted.

A draft of the Building Control Group Fees and Charges Policy 2025/2026 was attached to the agenda item and
included the proposed schedule of fees.

Cirs Innes/S Arbuckle:
That Council confirm the adoption of the proposed Schedule of Fees as outlined in the Building Control
Group Fees and Charges Policy 2025/2026, with an implementation date of 1 July 2025.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Brad Knowsley, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-372 Concrete and Acid Wash Compliance Report
E360-006-02

Brad Knowsley noted that the purpose of the report was to inform the Committee on the ongoing efforts of the
Compliance Team to educate and reduce instances of concrete and acid wash contaminants entering water

through stormwater systems. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record
No. 25119270).

Members were advised that during 2024-2025 a series of six investigations found instances of non-compliance or
breaches of the Resource Management Act 1991 and Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP). These
breaches involved discharges of contaminants (concrete or acid wash solution) to land, that may enter water via
the stormwater systems.

The parties responsible for these discharges include large and small organisations working across the private
and public sectors in the civil and roading construction industry. A common theme emerged of insufficient,
inadequate or absent controls to prevent concrete or acid wash solutions from entering nearby stormwater
drains.
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As a result Council’'s Compliance team has created a Concrete and Acid Wash Factsheet that provides
information on what companies, contractors, sole operators, and public organisations should or should not do
when working with concrete and acid wash solution.

Members were advised that the Compliance Team will continue to analysis the nature and frequency of incidents
for opportunities to proactively provide community or industry education and engagement to achieve voluntary
compliance. The Compliance team continue to monitor the occurrence of concrete and acid wash complaints to
determine the effectiveness of this strategy.

It was noted that since the educational material was distributed to the industry and made available on the
Marlborough District Council website, no further complaints have been received.

Cir Minehan/Mr S Harvey:

1. That the information be received.
2. That the Council continue to promote the message of ‘only rain down the drain’.
Carried

ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 10.34 am and resumed at 10.49 am

ATTENDANCE: Amy Hunt, Council’s Monitoring Administration Officer - Compliance, was present for the
following item.

E&P-0625-373 Compliance Monitoring of Water Take and Use
Resource Consents E360-006-02

Amy Hunt noted that the purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of the compliance monitoring team’s
on-going monitoring of resource consents for both water take and use of water in Marlborough for the 2024-2025
irrigation season. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 25119268).

Members were advised that during the 2024-2025 irrigation season, although water restrictions were in place,
users did not experience significant shutoff periods as seen in the 2023/2024 irrigation season. This allowed the
monitoring team to put a stronger emphasis on monitoring water exceedances.

Between 1 July 2024 and 12 May 2025, 1265 of 1989 water permits were proactively monitored, accounting for
64% of resource consents. The remaining water take permits were passively monitored via Council’s water data
system.

It was reported that given the risk of over allocation of many water resources in Marlborough, it is a high priority
for the Council to address issues of water allocation and water use.

Of those proactively monitored, 708 water permits were fully compliant (56%), 145 water permits were identified
as non-compliant (11%), 354 were technically non-compliant (28%) and 58 lapsed or not given effect to at the
time of monitoring (5%). No water permits were significantly non-compliant.

It was reported that 236 letters of education were sent, 88 letters of direction, 2 formal warnings, 5 infringements,
and 1 abatement notice were issued.

Ms Hunt noted that Council is continuing to work with consent holders to rectify 167 issues of non-compliance
identified during the 2024/25 irrigation season. A summary of the complete 2024/25 monitoring period (1 July
2024 — 30 June 2025) will be provided to the Committee once the period has finished and non-compliance
resolved.

Council staff have been proactive in engaging with consent holders to resolve historical matters of
non-compliance and detected crop changes. This is to ensure more efficient water use management and to
protect Marlborough’s precious water resources.
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Members asked a number of questions of staff and it was asked which of the waterways were over allocated on
paper. Gina Ferguson advised that she did not have FMU allocation numbers at hand and offered to supply the
information at a future meeting to update members on the current allocation levels.

CiIr Minehan/Mr S Harvey:
That the information be received.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Vanessa Hantz, Council’s Environmental Monitoring Administration Officer, was present for the
following item.

E&P-0625-374 Mooring Monitoring Overview E360-006-02

Vanessa Hantz provided members with an overview of the compliance monitoring undertaken by the
Environmental Protection team of moorings in Marlborough’s coastal marine area during the 2023-2024
monitoring period. To highlight the report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 25119265).

It was reported that the moorings in Marlborough’s coastal marine area are required to have coastal permits
under the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP). There are 2,912 moorings currently consented
within the Marlborough Sounds covering Croisilles Harbour, Port Underwood, and the Pelorus and Queen
Charlotte Sounds.

Members were advised that generally, moorings are only granted to property owners or clubs in a bay to provide
access. In certain bays, particularly near nodes of settlement, there are challenges related to the competing
demand for coastal space for moorings, especially swing moorings. The location of these moorings must take
into account navigational routes for boats and ensure adequate separation to maintain the safety of boats on
adjacent moorings.

Ms Hantz noted that between 1 July 2023 and 30 June 2024 Council received 1,272 inspection certificates (44%
of current moorings). Mooring certificates were reviewed and monitored against the conditions of resource
consent to ensure compliance had been achieved.

It was reported that overall compliance ratings for the 1762 moorings monitored during the 2023/24 period were
1198 (68%) of moorings monitored were compliant, 21 (1%) of moorings monitored were technically
non-compliant, 543 (31%) of moorings monitored were non-compliant and no significant non-compliance was
identified. During the 2023/24 monitoring period letters of education and letters of direction were sufficient
enforcement tools to address the identified non-compliance with no infringement notices or abatement notices
required to be issued.

Members were advised that the Council continues to work with resource consent holders until compliance with
their consent is achieved. During the last year more strategic QAs have been implemented to ensure consistent
and efficient use of resources to address non-compliance.

Clrs Minehan/Innes:
That the information be received.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: Rachel Williams, Council's Compliance Manager, was present for the following item.

E&P-0625-375 Environmental Compliance and Monitoring
Website E360-005-007-01

Rachel Williams provided members with an overview and demonstration of the new Environmental Compliance
and Monitoring website launched on the Marlborough District Council website.
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It was reported that the Environmental Compliance and Monitoring site officially launched on 3 April 2025. The
platform is designed to facilitate better engagement with the Marlborough community while offering a
comprehensive hub for information and resources related to environmental compliance and monitoring.

The site serves as a critical tool for enhancing the dissemination of information, fostering community engagement
and supporting interactions between the public and Council staff. The website will continue to evolve, with
further educational content being added as it becomes available.

Clrs Minehan/Sowman:
That the information be received.

Carried

E&P-0625-376 Information Package -

Cirs Faulls/S Arbuckle:
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 5 June 2025 be received and noted.

Carried

The meeting closed at 11.54 am.

Record No: 25121832
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