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Appendix 5.2 Table 1 

Alignment Table of the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan provisions with the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 2023 

Note: The PMEP was notified in 2016, prior to the Resource Management Amendment Act 2020 which in November 2022 removed the statutory barriers that were previously in place under the Resource Management Act (RMA) that prevented 
regional councils from considering effects of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions when assessing resource consent applications for discharges to air (Section 19 repealed RMA Section 70A). Therefore, the PMEP does not specifically look to 
manage the effects of discharges of GHG emissions on climate change through its air discharge rules which are solely concerned with controlling the discharge of contaminants to air.   

Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication Amendment Recommended 

Chapter 2 General Rules 

Water take, use, damming or diversion 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards No amendments required. 

Activities in, on, over or under the bed of a lake or river 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards No amendments required. 

Drainage Channel Network Activity 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards No amendments required. 

Discharge to water 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards No amendments required. 

Activities Within the Road and Rail Corridors 

2.23. Permitted activities 2.23.2 Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
burning of fuel in a motor vehicle, train or other 
mobile source. 

The NES-GHGIPH does not apply to motor vehicles or trains, including steam trains 
which use coal. These activities do not meet the definition of industrial process heat 
and would also be considered low emission ‘sites’. 

Mobile sources, as defined in the PMEP, may include mobile plant such as mobile 
heat/steam generators and/or space heaters and blowers that could be used on an 
industrial scale to dry crops or waste plant/animal products, for example grape marc. 
As such these may be captured by the NES-GHGIPH due to the definition of 
industrial process heat including the processing of raw materials and not excluding 
space heating on or for an industrial scale/purpose. 

Such mobile plant will need to be assessed against the NES-GHGIPH which will 
apply if the mobile source device is for industrial process heat, meets the required 
thresholds and is not a low emission site or a back-up device but is within the road 
and rail corridors. 

However, road and rail corridors are generally narrow linear areas that are unlikely to 
have the space for an “industrial” sized activity as detailed in the example above. If 
such an activity was to occur in these corridors, the scale of that activity would likely 
be limited due to site size and fall under the low emission site definition. 

This rule is therefore considered unlikely to conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

No amendments required. 



Page | 2                      Alignment Table of the PMEP with the NES-GHGIPH   

 

Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

2.24. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant standards  No amendments required. 

2.25. Discretionary Activities 2.25.3. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted 
Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
2.25.3 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

Heritage Resources 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Notable Trees 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Transportation 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Signs 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Network Utilities 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Temporary Military Training Activity 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Operation, maintenance, replacement or minor upgrading of renewable electricity generation activities and associated activities 

Entire sub-chapter No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Emergency Generation 

2.51. Permitted Activities 

 

2.51.1. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion of fuel within an internal combustion 
engine used to provide back-up power generation 

The NES-GHGIPH specifically excludes devices that generate electricity including 
back-up devices.  

 

No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

when an electricity connection is disrupted or 
unavailable. 

 

2.52. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

2.52.1. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion of fuel within an internal combustion 
engine used to provide back-up power generation 
when an electricity connection is disrupted or 
unavailable.  

2.52.1.1 The maximum generating capacity of the 
combustion equipment is less than 1 MW; and  

2.52.1.2 The discharge shall not cause noxious, 
dangerous, offensive or objectionable odour, 
particulate or smoke as detected at or beyond the 
legal boundary of the area of land on which the 
discharge is occurring. 

The NES-GHGIPH specifically excludes devices that generate electricity including 
back-up devices.  

 

No amendments required 

2.53 Discretionary Activities 2.53.1. The discharge of contaminants from 
combustion of fuel within an internal combustion 
engine used to provide back-up power generation 
when an electricity connection is disrupted or 
unavailable that does not meet the applicable 
permitted activity standards. 

The NES-GHGIPH specifically excludes devices that generate electricity including 
back-up devices.  

 

No amendments required. 

Chapter 3 Rural Environment Zone 

3.1. Permitted Activities 

 

3.1.45. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

3.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

3.2.10. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

3.2.10.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

3.2.10.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

3.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

3.3.44 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

3.3.44.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

3.3.44.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

3.4 Controlled activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

3.5 Restricted Discretionary activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

3.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

3.6.12. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. The growing of plants or other 
photosynthesising organisms indoors would be an activity that comes under the 
PMEP definition of a rural industry that also meets the definition of an activity 
involving industrial process heat under the NES-GHGIPH and therefore be captured 
however in this zone Rural industry is a discretionary activity. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
3.6.12 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

3.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 4 Costal Environment Zone 

4.1. Permitted Activities 

 

4.1.42. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

4.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

4.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

4.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

4.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

4.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

4.3.41 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

4.3.41.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

4.3.41.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

4.4 Controlled activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

4.5 Restricted Discretionary activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

4.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

4.6.11. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone.  

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
4.6.11 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

4.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 5 Urban Residential 1 and 2 Zone (including Urban Residential 2 Greenfields Zone) 

5.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 



Page | 6                      Alignment Table of the PMEP with the NES-GHGIPH   

 

Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

5.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

5.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

5.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

5.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

5.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant standards  No amendments required. 

5.4 Controlled activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

5.5 Restricted Discretionary activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

5.6. Discretionary Activities 5.6.6. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or a Controlled Activity or limited as a Prohibited 
Activity. 

There are no permitted or controlled activities within this zone that specifically allow 
for combustion from fuel burning equipment and discharge to air from industrial 
process heat. Industrial activities are prohibited in these zones.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

5.7. Prohibited Activities 5.7.1. Industrial activity. Industrial activities are prohibited in these zones.  No amendments required. 
 

Chapter 6 Urban Residential 3 Zone 

6.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

6.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

6.2.7. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

6.2.7.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

6.2.7.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

6.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant standards  No amendments required. 

6.4 Restricted Discretionary activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

6.5. Discretionary Activities 6.5.5. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

There are no permitted activities within this zone that specifically allow for combustion 
from fuel burning equipment and discharge to air from industrial process heat. 
Industrial activities are prohibited in these zones.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

6.6. Prohibited Activities 6.6.1. Industrial activity. Industrial activities are prohibited in these zones.  No amendments required. 
 

Chapter 6A Urban Residential 4 Zone 

6A.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

6A.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

6A.2.7. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

6A.2.7.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

6A.2.7.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

6A.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant standards  No amendments required. 

6A.4. Discretionary Activities 6A.4.6. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or a Controlled Activity or limited as a Prohibited 
Activity. 

There are no permitted or controlled activities within this zone that specifically allow 
for combustion from fuel burning equipment and discharge to air from industrial 
process heat. Industrial activities are prohibited in these zones.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

6A.5. Prohibited Activities 6A.5.1. Industrial activity. Industrial activities are prohibited in these zones.  No amendments required. 
 

Chapter 7 Coastal Living Zone 

7.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

7.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

7.2.7. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

7.2.7.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

7.2.7.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

7.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant standards  No amendments required. 

7.4 Restricted Discretionary activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

7.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

7.5.7. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone.  

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
7.5.7 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

7.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 8 Rural Living Zone 

8.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

8.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

8.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

8.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

8.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

8.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant standards  No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

8.4 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

8.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

8.5.7. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone.  

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
8.5.7 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

8.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 9 Business 1 Zone 

9.1. Permitted Activities 

 

9.1.21. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

9.3.13 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

9.3.13.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

9.3.13.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

9.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

9.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

9.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

9.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

9.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

 

9.3.14 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

9.3.14.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

9.3.14.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

9.4 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

9.5. Discretionary Activities 9.5.3. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Heavy industrial activities are prohibited in this zone.   

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
9.5.3 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

9.6. Prohibited Activities 9.6.1. Heavy industrial activity. Heavy industrial activities are prohibited in this zone.   No amendments are required. 
 

Chapter 10 Business 2 Zone 

10.1. Permitted Activities 

 

10.1.19. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

10.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

10.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

10.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

10.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

10.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

 

10.3.14 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

10.3.14.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

10.3.14.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

10.4 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

10.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

10.5.3. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
10.5.3 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

10.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 11 Business 3 Zone 

11.1. Permitted Activities 

 

11.1.10. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

No amendments required. 
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Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

11.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

11.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

11.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

11.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

11.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

 

11.3.9 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

11.3.9.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

11.3.9.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

10.4 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

11.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

11.5.3. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone.  

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
11.5.3 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 
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11.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 12 Industrial 1 and 2 Zones 

Introduction to chapter  The NES-GHGIPH applies to discharges of greenhouse gases from both new and 
existing industrial process heat devices. Any device that meets the definition of a heat 
device for Industrial Process Heat as well as the other regulation requirements must 
comply with the NES-GHGIPH.  

Under the PMEP light or heavy industrial activities are permitted in this zone and 
must comply with the PMEP standards that apply to all permitted activities as well as 
any specific applicable standards.   

Due to the various permitted activitives that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP 
could apply to within these zones, a case-by-case assessment will be required to 
determine if a conflict arises and the management to be applied.   

It is recommneded that an advice note is placed at the start of the chapter to highlight 
this requirement across the mulitple permitted activities. 

Insert the following advice note  

Note 3: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

12.1. Permitted Activities 12.1.1. Light or heavy industrial activity within 
Industrial 2 Zone. 

 

Under the PMEP light or heavy industrial activities are permitted in this zone but there 
are no specific applicable standards. However, these activities must still comply with 
the PMEP standards that apply to all permitted activities as well as complying with 
the NES-GHGIPH if the activity involves industrial process heat. 

An advice note is recommended to be placed at the start of the chapter to highlight 
that the NES-GHGIPH must also be considered for discharges of greenhouse gases. 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

12.1.2. Light industrial activity within Industrial 1 
Zone. 

Under the PMEP light industrial activity is a permitted in this zone, which must comply 
with the standards that apply to all permitted activities and specific applicable 
standards, although none of these are relevant to discharge to air.  

The PMEP definition of light industrial activity does not align well with the NES-
GHGIPH definition of industrial process heat, however there may be activities that are 
captured under both definitions. A case-by-case basis assessment will need to be 
made to determine if the NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended to be placed at the start of the chapter to highlight 
that the NES-GHGIPH must also be considered for discharges of greenhouse gases. 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

12.1.12. Discharge of contaminants to air that is not 
specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from:  

(a) Discharge of heat to air;  

(b) Discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from a source of electromagnetic 
radiation, including a radio transmitter, television 
or cell phone; or release of x-rays from a 
radioactive source;  

(c) Discharge for the purposes of ventilation or 
vapour displacement. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

  

No amendments required. 
 
 

12.1.13. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e., internal combustion). 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity, which is a use excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 
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However, standards to this rule include fuel types and kW size thresholds that may 
be captured under the NES-GHGIPH. While unlikely there may be activities that are 
captured under both the PMEP and NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will 
need to be made to determine if the NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

12.1.20. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion). 

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 
permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in the standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

No amendments required. 
 

  

12.1.29 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

12.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

12.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

12.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

12.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

12.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

 

Rule 12.1.1 Light or heavy industrial activity within 
Industrial 2 Zone has no specific standards. 

 No amendments required. 
 

No applicable specific standards to Rule 12.1.2 Light 
industrial activity within Industrial 1 Zone. 

 No amendments required. 
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12.3.4 A Discharge of contaminants to air that is not 
specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from: 

(a) Discharge of heat to air; 

(b) Discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from a source of electromagnetic 
radiation, including a radio transmitter, television 
or cell phone; or release of x-trays from a 
radioactive source; 

(c) Discharge for the purpose of ventilation or vapour 
displacement 

12.3.4.1. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

  

No amendments required. 
 
 

12.3.5 Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e., internal combustion). 

12.3.5.1. The fuel used in the engine must be gas, 
LPG, petrol, diesel, vegetable oils or alcohol.  

12.3.5.2. Fuel containing sulphur at levels greater 
than 10ppm (or 0.001%) by weight must not be 
burned. 

12.3.5.3. The net energy output of the engine must 
not exceed 400kW, this limit applies to the total heat 
output from a site.  

12.3.5.4. If the net energy output of the engine is 
between 30kW and 400kW:  

(a) the engine must not be operated for a total of 
greater than 5 hours in any 24-hour period; and  

(b) if the engine is in a fixed location, the stack must 
comply with the requirements of Appendix 8 – 
Schedule 4. 

Exception: The above standards 12.3.5.3 and 
12.3.5.4 do not apply to combustion to provide 
emergency power generation provided for within the 
General Rules 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity and as such are excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

The kW size thresholds in standards at 12.3.5.3 and 12.3.5.4 are likely to result in 
greenhouse gas emissions falling under a low emission site under the NES-GHGIPH. 

This rule does not include the use of coal, however, gas, LPG, petrol and diesel fuel 
types are captured under the NES-GHGIPH, although there may be some uncertainty 
around alcohol.  

While unlikely, there may be activities that are captured under both the PMEP and 
NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will need to be made to determine if the 
NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

 

12.3.12. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion).  

12.3.12.1. The net energy output capacity of the fuel 
burning device must not exceed:  

(a) 10MW for natural or liquefied petroleum gas;  

(b) 40kW for untreated wood;  

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 

No amendments required. 
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(c) 100kW for coal;  

(d) 200kW for light fuel oil or re-refined oil;  

(e) 1.0MW for pellet fuel when burnt in a custom 
designed pellet boiler;  

(f) 400kW for pellet fuel when burnt in a standard 
boiler converted for pellet fuel use;  

(g) 10MW for diesel;  

(h) 2MW for kerosene.  

12.3.12.2. The limits in Standard 12.3.10.1 for any 
fuel type apply to the combined net energy output 
capacity from all the devices burning fuel on the site.  

12.3.12.3. The fuel must be burned using fuel 
burning equipment, and the discharge must be from 
a chimney or exhaust structure designed so that the 
emission is effectively dispersed upwards.  

12.3.12.4. The opacity of the discharge when 
measured at the point of entry to the atmosphere 
must not exceed 20%, except that a discharge in 
excess of this is allowed for a period of not more 
than 2 minutes continuously, or for an aggregate of 4 
minutes, in any 60 minute period.  

12.3.12.5. The fuel burning equipment must be 
maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifications at least once every year by a person 
competent in the maintenance of that equipment. A 
log recording all maintenance must be made 
available to the Council on request.  

12.3.12.6. The stack height must comply with the 
higher of:  

(a) the requirements in Appendix 8 – Schedule 5; or  

(b) 2.5m higher than the apex of any building, tree, 
slope or structure within a horizontal radius of 2.5 
times the stack height.  

12.3.12.7. The sulphur content of any coal burnt 
must be less than 2%.  

12.3.12.8 Material listed in Rule 12.5.8 (b) to (m) 
must not be burnt. 

permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in these standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

 

12.3.20 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

12.3.20.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

12.3.20.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
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level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

12.4. Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

12.5. Discretionary Activities 12.5.4. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict a note has been included to 
raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need to be 
assessed for each case. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

 

12.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 13 - Port Zone 

Introduction to chapter  The NES-GHGIPH applies to discharges of greenhouse gases from both new and 
existing industrial process heat devices. Any device that meets the definition of a heat 
device for Industrial Process Heat as well as the other regulation requirements must 
comply with the NES-GHGIPH.  

Due to the various permitted activitives that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP 
could apply to within this zone, a case-by-case assessment will be required to 
determine if a conflict arises and the management to be applied.   

It is recommneded that an advice note is placed at the start of the chapter to highlight 
this requirement across the mulitple permitted activities. 

Insert the following advice note  

Note 3: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

13.1. Permitted Activities 13.1.38. Discharge of any contaminants to air that is 
not specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from:  

(a) discharge of heat to air;  

(b) discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from sources of electromagnetic radiation, 
including a radio transmitter, television or cell 
phone; or release of x-rays from a radioactive 
source;  

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

No amendments required. 
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(c) discharges for the purposes of ventilation or 
vapour displacements  

  

13.1.39. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion). 

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 
permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in the standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

No amendments required. 
 

  

13.1.40. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e. internal combustion). 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity, which is a use excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

However, standards to this rule include fuel types and kW size thresholds that may 
be captured under the NES-GHGIPH. While unlikely there may be activities that are 
captured under both the PMEP and NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will 
need to be made to determine if the NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

13.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

13.2.9. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

13.2.9.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

13.2.9.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

13.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

13.3.25 Discharge of any contaminants to air that is 
not specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from:  

(a) discharge of heat to air;  

(b) discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from sources of electromagnetic radiation, 
including a radio transmitter, television or cell 
phone; or release of x-rays from a radioactive 
source;  

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

No amendments required. 
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(c) discharges for the purposes of ventilation or 
vapour displacements.  

13.3.25.1. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

  

13.3.26. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion).  

13.3.26.1. The net energy output capacity of the fuel 
burning device must not exceed:  

(a) 10MW for natural or liquefied petroleum gas;  

(b) 40kW for untreated wood;  

(c) 100kW for coal;  

(d) 200kW for light fuel oil or re-refined oil;  

(e) 1.0MW for pellet fuel when burnt in a custom 
designed pellet boiler;  

(f) 400kW for pellet fuel when burnt in a standard 
boiler converted for pellet fuel use;  

(g) 10MW for diesel;  

(h) 2MW for kerosene.  

13.3.26.2. The limits in Standard 13.3.26.1 for any 
fuel type apply to the combined net energy output 
capacity from all the devices burning fuel on the site.  

13.3.26.3. The fuel must be burned using fuel 
burning equipment, and the discharge must be from 
a chimney or exhaust structure designed so that the 
emission is effectively dispersed upwards.  

13.3.26.4. The opacity of the discharge when 
measured at the point of entry to the atmosphere 
must not exceed 20%, except that a discharge in 
excess of this is allowed for a period of not more 
than 2 minutes continuously, or for an aggregate of 4 
minutes, in any 60 minute period.  

13.3.26.5. The fuel burning equipment must be 
maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifications at least once every year by a person 
competent in the maintenance of that equipment. A 
log recording all maintenance must be made 
available to the Council on request.  

13.3.26.6. The stack height must comply with the 
higher of:  

(a) the requirements in Appendix 8 – Schedule 5; or  

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 
permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in these standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

 

No amendments required. 
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(b) 2.5m higher than the apex of any building, tree, 
slope or structure within a horizontal radius of 2.5 
times the stack height.  

13.3.26.7. The sulphur content of any coal burnt 
must be less than 2%.  

13.3.26.8 Material listed in Rule 13.6.4 (b) to (m) 
must not be burnt. 

13.3.27. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e. internal combustion).  

13.3.27.1. The fuel must be gas, LPG, petrol, diesel, 
vegetable oils or alcohol.  

13.3.27.2. Fuel containing sulphur at levels greater 
than 10ppm (or 0.001%) by weight must not be 
burned.  

13.3.27.3. The net energy output of the device must 
not exceed 400kW, this limit applies to the total heat 
output from a site.  

13.3.27.4. If the net energy output of the device is 
between 30kW and 400kW –  

(a) the engine must not be operated for a total of 
greater than 5 hours in any 24-hour period;  

(b) if the engine is in a fixed location, the stack must 
comply with the requirements of Appendix 8 – 
Schedule 4.  

Exception: The above standards 13.3.27.3 and 
13.3.27.4 do not apply to combustion to provide 
emergency power generation provided for within the 
General Rules in Volume 2, Chapter 2. 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity and as such are excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

The kW size thresholds in standards at 13.3.27.3 and 13.3.27.4 are unlikely to result 
in greenhouse gas emissions falling under a low emission site under the NES-
GHGIPH. 

This rule does not include the use of coal, however, gas, LPG, petrol and diesel fuel 
types are captured under the NES-GHGIPH, although there may be some uncertainty 
around alcohol.  

While unlikely, there may be activities that are captured under both the PMEP and 
NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will need to be made to determine if the 
NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

 

13.4. Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

13.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

13.5.6. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict a note has been included to 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 
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raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need to be 
assessed for each case. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

Chapter 14 – Port Landing Zone 

14.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

14.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

14.2.8. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

14.2.8.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

14.2.8.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

14.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

14.4 Controlled Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

14.5 Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

14.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 15 Marina Zone 

15.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

15.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

15.2.9. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

15.2.9.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

15.2.9.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

15.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

15.4 Controlled Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

15.5 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

15.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

15.6.5. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
15.6.5 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

15.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 16 Coastal Marine Zone 

16.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

16.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

16.2.7. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

16.2.7.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

16.2.7.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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16.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

16.4 Controlled Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

16.5 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

16.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

16.6.12. Any discharge of contaminants to air, not 
provided for as a Permitted Activity or limited as a 
Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
16.6.12 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

16.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 17 Open Space 1 Zone 

17.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

17.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

17.2.7. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

17.2.7.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

17.2.7.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

17.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

17.4 Controlled Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 
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17.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

17.5.4. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
17.5.4 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

17.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 18 Open Space 2 Zone 

18.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

18.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

18.2.7. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

18.2.7.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

18.2.7.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

18.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

18.4. Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

18.5. Discretionary Activities 

 

18.5.3. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
18.5.3 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
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Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

18.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 19 Open Space 3 Zone 

19.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

19.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

19.2.6. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

19.2.6.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

19.2.6.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

19.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

19.4 Controlled Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

19.5 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

19.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

19.6.4. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
19.6.4 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 
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Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

19.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 20 Open Space 4 Zone 

20.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

20.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

20.2.5. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

20.2.5.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

20.2.5.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

20.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

20.4 Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

20.5. Discretionary Activities 20.5.4. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or a Controlled Activity or limited as a Prohibited 
Activity. 

There are no permitted or controlled activities within this zone that specifically allow 
for combustion from fuel burning equipment and discharge to air from industrial 
process heat. Industrial activities are prohibited in this zone. 

No amendments required. 
 
 

20.6. Prohibited Activities 20.6.5. Industrial activity. Industrial activities are prohibited in this zone.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

Chapter 21 Floodway Zone 

21.1 Permitted Activities No relevant rules  No amendments required. 

21.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

21.2.6. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

21.2.6.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 



Page | 27                      Alignment Table of the PMEP with the NES-GHGIPH   

 

Section Rule or permitted activity standard What is the area of conflict or duplication  Amendment Recommended 

21.2.6.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

21.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

No relevant Standards  No amendments required. 

21.4. Discretionary Activities 

 

21.4.4. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict, it is recommended that a note 
is included to raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need 
to be assessed to determine the management to be applied. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

Insert the following advice note below Rule 
21.4.4 

Note: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

 

21.5 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 22 Lake Grassmere Salt Works Zone 

Introduction to chapter  The NES-GHGIPH applies to discharges of greenhouse gases from both new and 
existing industrial process heat devices. Any device that meets the definition of a heat 
device for Industrial Process Heat as well as the other regulation requirements must 
comply with the NES-GHGIPH.  

Due to the various permitted activitives that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP 
could apply to within this zone, a case-by-case assessment will be required to 
determine if a conflict arises and the management to be applied.   

It is recommneded that an advice note is placed at the start of the chapter to highlight 
this requirement across the mulitple permitted activities. 

Insert the following advice note  

Note 3: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

22.1. Permitted Activities 

 

22.1.14. Discharge of contaminants to air that is not 
specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from:  

(a) Discharge of heat to air;  

(b) Discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from a source of electromagnetic 
radiation, including a radio transmitter, television 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

No amendments required. 
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or cell phone; or release of x-rays from a 
radioactive source;  

(c) Discharge for the purposes of ventilation or 
vapour displacement. 

 

  

22.1.15. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion). 

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 
permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in the standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

No amendments required. 
 

  

22.1.16. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e. internal combustion). 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity, which is a use excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

However, standards to this rule include fuel types and kW size thresholds that may 
be captured under the NES-GHGIPH. While unlikely there may be activities that are 
captured under both the PMEP and NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will 
need to be made to determine if the NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

22.1.20. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

22.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

22.2.6. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

22.2.6.1. The particulate must not contain hazardous 
substances such that it causes an adverse effect 
(including on human health) at or beyond the legal 
boundary of the site.  

22.2.6.2. The concentration of particulate discharged 
from any air pollution control equipment and dust 
collection system must not exceed 250mg/m3 at any 
time, corrected to 0°C, 1 atmosphere pressure, dry 
gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
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22.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

 

 

There are no specific standards for 22.1.13. 
Discharge of contaminants to air that is not 
specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from:  

(a) Discharge of heat to air;  

(b) Discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from a source of electromagnetic radiation, 
including a radio transmitter, television or cell phone; 
or release of x-rays from a radioactive source;  

(c) Discharge for the purposes of ventilation or 
vapour displacement. 

 

 

  

No amendments required. 
 
 

22.3.13. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion).  

22.3.13.1. The net energy output capacity of the fuel 
burning device must not exceed:  

(a) 10MW for natural or liquefied petroleum gas;  

(b) 40kW for untreated wood;  

(c) 100kW for coal;  

(d) 200kW for light fuel oil or re-refined oil;  

(e) 1.0MW for pellet fuel when burnt in a custom 
designed pellet boiler;  

(f) 400kW for pellet fuel when burnt in a standard 
boiler converted for pellet fuel use;  

(g) 10MW for diesel;  

(h) 2MW for kerosene.  

22.3.13.2. The limits in Standard 22.3.13.1 for any 
fuel type apply to the combined net energy output 
capacity from all the devices burning fuel on the site.  

22.3.13.3. The fuel must be burned using fuel 
burning equipment, and the discharge must be from 
a chimney or exhaust structure designed so that the 
emission is effectively dispersed upwards.  

22.3.13.4. The opacity of the discharge when 
measured at the point of entry to the atmosphere 
must not exceed 20%, except that a discharge in 
excess of this is allowed for a period of not more 
than 2 minutes continuously, or for an aggregate of 4 
minutes, in any 60 minute period.  

22.3.13.5. The fuel burning equipment must be 
maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifications at least once every year by a person 
competent in the maintenance of that equipment. A 
log recording all maintenance must be made 
available to the Council on request.  

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 
permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in these standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

 

No amendments required. 
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22.3.13.6. The stack height must comply with the 
higher of:  

(a) the requirements in Appendix 8 – Schedule 5; or  

(b) 2.5m higher than the apex of any building, tree, 
slope or structure within a horizontal radius of 2.5 
times the stack height.  

22.3.13.7. The rate of sulphur dioxide emission from 
the stack must not exceed 4.82kg per MW installed 
capacity per hour. 

22.3.14. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e. internal combustion).  

22.3.14.1. The fuel must be gas, LPG, petrol, diesel, 
vegetable oils or alcohol.  

22.3.14.2. Fuel containing sulphur at levels greater 
than 10ppm (or 0.001%) by weight must not be 
burned.  

22.3.14.3. The net energy output of the device must 
not exceed 400kW, this limit applies to the total heat 
output from a site.  

22.3.14.4. If the net energy output of the device is 
between 30kW and 400kW –  

(a) the engine must not be operated for a total of 
greater than 5 hours in any 24-hour period;  

(b) if the engine is in a fixed location, the stack must 
comply with the requirements of Appendix 8 – 
Schedule 4.  

Exception: The above standards 22.3.14.3 and 
22.3.14.4 do not apply to combustion to provide 
emergency power generation provided for within the 
General Rules in Volume 2, Chapter 2. 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity and as such are excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

The kW size thresholds in standards at 22.3.14.3 and 22.3.14.4 are unlikely to result 
in greenhouse gas emissions falling under a low emission site under the NES-
GHGIPH. 

This rule does not include the use of coal, however, gas, LPG, petrol and diesel fuel 
types are captured under the NES-GHGIPH, although there may be some uncertainty 
around alcohol.  

While unlikely, there may be activities that are captured under both the PMEP and 
NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will need to be made to determine if the 
NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

 

22.3.18 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

22.3.18.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

12.3.18.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
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22.4. Controlled Activities 22.4.1 Discharge of contaminants to air, of the 
products of combustion from fuel burning equipment 
used for generating heat or electric power using:  

(a) untreated wood, coal or oil, except waste oil, for 
the purposes of generating heat or electric power at 
a rate not exceeding 10MW;  

(b) methane or natural or liquefied petroleum gas for 
the purposes of generating heat or electric power at 
a rate not exceeding 50MW;  

where the limits specified in (a) or (b) above apply to 
the cumulative generated heat or electric power 
produced by the specified fuel within the same 
premises.  

Standards and terms:  

22.4.1.1. The discharge must be from a chimney.  

 
22.4.1.2. The chimney must be designed so that the 
minimum efflux velocity is 20m/s at the chimney exit 
at full load for sources less than 10MW capacity, and 
15m/s for sources equal to or greater than 10MW 
capacity. 

 22.4.1.3. The chimney must be designed so that the 
discharge is vertically upwards and unimpeded by 
cowls or any other fixtures on the top of the stack 
coning may be used to increase the velocity 
discharge.  

22.4.1.4. The chimney height must comply with the 
requirements of Appendix 8 – Schedule 5.  

Matters over which the Council has reserved control:  

22.4.1.5. The location of the point of discharge.  

22.4.1.6. The carrying out of measurements, 
samples, analyses, surveys, investigations or 
inspections.  

22.4.1.7. The provision of information to the Council 
at specified times.  

22.4.1.8. Compliance with monitoring, sampling and 
analysis conditions at the consent holder’s expense. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 
National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules. 

The controlled activity status of this rule allowing combustion from fuel burning 
equipment used for generating heat or electric power using fossil fuels including coal 
conflicts with the NES-GHGIPH as the rule is more lenient. However, the rule is not 
looking to control the discharge of greenhouse gases but other air contaminants and 
includes fuels that are exempt from the NES-GHGIPH. 

A case-by case determination is needed in the to establish if the NES-GHGIPH 
applies to the activity including if the device meets the definition of a heat device for 
Industrial process heat, as well as the other regulation requirements and 
determination of the fuel type being used. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

Due to the broad scope of this rule, it is recommended that the rule is amended to 
apply only when the NES-GHGIPH does not apply. 

 

 

[R] 22.4.1 Discharge of contaminants to air, of 
the products of combustion from fuel burning 
equipment used for generating heat or electric 
power, except where managed by the 
Resource Management (National 
Environmental Standards for Greenhouse 
Gas emissions from industrial Process 
Heat) Regulations 2023, using:  

(a) untreated wood, coal or oil, except waste 
oil, for the purposes of generating heat or 
electric power at a rate not exceeding 10MW;  

(b) methane or natural or liquefied petroleum 
gas for the purposes of generating heat or 
electric power at a rate not exceeding 50MW;  

where the limits specified in (a) or (b) above 
apply to the cumulative generated heat or 
electric power produced by the specified fuel 
within the same premises.  

 

22.5. Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

22.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

22.6.8. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or Controlled Activity, or limited as a Prohibited 
Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 
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National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict a note has been included to 
raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need to be 
assessed for each case. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

22.7 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

Chapter 23 Airport Zone 

Introduction to chapter  The NES-GHGIPH applies to discharges of greenhouse gases from both new and 
existing industrial process heat devices. Any device that meets the definition of a heat 
device for Industrial Process Heat as well as the other regulation requirements must 
comply with the NES-GHGIPH.  

Due to the various permitted activitives that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP 
could apply to within this zone, a case-by-case assessment will be required to 
determine if a conflict arises and the management to be applied.   

It is recommneded that an advice note is placed at the start of the chapter to highlight 
this requirement across the mulitple permitted activities. 

Insert the following advice note  

Note 3: Discharge of greenhouse gases from 
industrial process heat devices, both new and 
existing, are managed under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from Industrial Process Heat) Regulations 
2023. Any other effects of discharges to air of 
greenhouse gases as contaminants are also 
required to be assessed under this plan. 

23.1. Permitted Activities 

 

23.1.22. Discharge of contaminants to air that is not 
specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from:  

(a) Discharge of heat to air;  

(b) Discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from a source of electromagnetic 
radiation, including a radio transmitter, television 
or cell phone; or release of x-rays from a 
radioactive source;  

(c) Discharge for the purposes of ventilation or 
vapour displacement. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

  

No amendments required. 
 
 

23.1.22. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion). 

 

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 

No amendments required. 
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permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in the standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

23.1.24. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e. internal combustion). 

 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity, which is a use excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

However, standards to this rule include fuel types and kW size thresholds that may 
be captured under the NES-GHGIPH. While unlikely there may be activities that are 
captured under both the PMEP and NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will 
need to be made to determine if the NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

23.1.32. Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers. 

 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

23.2. Standards that apply to all permitted 
activities 

23.2.10. Particulate from any process vent or stack.  

23.2.10.1. The particulate must not contain 
hazardous substances such that it causes an 
adverse effect (including on human health) at or 
beyond the legal boundary of the site.  

23.2.10.2. The concentration of particulate 
discharged from any air pollution control equipment 
and dust collection system must not exceed 
250mg/m3 at any time, corrected to 0°C, 1 
atmosphere pressure, dry gas basis.  

This standard does not apply to discharges to air 
which are subject to standards for specific permitted 
activities. 

Particulates are not covered by the NES-GHGIPH.  

 

No amendments required. 
 

23.3. Standards that apply to specific 
permitted activities 

23.3.9 Discharge of contaminants to air that is not 
specifically provided for by any other rule, arising 
from: 

(a) Discharge of heat to air; 

(b) Discharge of energy to air, including release of 
energy from a source of electromagnetic 
radiation, including a radio transmitter, television 
or cell phone; or release of x-trays from a 
radioactive source; 

(c) Discharge for the purpose of ventilation or vapour 
displacement 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat or energy, but of 
greenhouse gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

  

No amendments required. 
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23.3.9.1. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

23.3.10. Discharge of contaminants to air from the 
combustion of fuel (i.e., external combustion).  

23.3.10.1. The net energy output capacity of the fuel 
burning device must not exceed:  

(a) 10MW for natural or liquefied petroleum gas;  

(b) 40kW for untreated wood;  

(c) 100kW for coal;  

(d) 200kW for light fuel oil or re-refined oil;  

(e) 1.0MW for pellet fuel when burnt in a custom 
designed pellet boiler;  

(f) 400kW for pellet fuel when burnt in a standard 
boiler converted for pellet fuel use;  

(g) 10MW for diesel;  

(h) 2MW for kerosene.  

23.3.10.2. The limits in Standard 23.3.8.1 for any fuel 
type apply to the combined net energy output 
capacity from all the devices burning fuel on the site.  

23.3.10.3. The fuel must be burned using fuel 
burning equipment, and the discharge must be from 
a chimney or exhaust structure designed so that the 
emission is effectively dispersed upwards.  

23.3.10.4. The opacity of the discharge when 
measured at the point of entry to the atmosphere 
must not exceed 20%, except that a discharge in 
excess of this is allowed for a period of not more 
than 2 minutes continuously, or for an aggregate of 4 
minutes, in any 60 minute period.  

23.3.10.5. The fuel burning equipment must be 
maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifications at least once every year by a person 
competent in the maintenance of that equipment. A 
log recording all maintenance must be made 
available to the Council on request.  

23.3.10.6. The stack height must comply with the 
higher of:  

(a) the requirements in Appendix 8 – Schedule 5; or  

(b) 2.5m higher than the apex of any building, tree, 
slope or structure within a horizontal radius of 2.5 
times the stack height.  

While this PMEP rule involves the combustion of fuel, it is limited to external 
combustion, where external combustion is defined in the PMEP as the generation of 
mechanical energy. The NES-GHGIPH is concerned with the discharge of 
greenhouse gases from both new and existing industrial process heat devices 
producing thermal energy.  

This PMEP permitted activity rule is only concerned with the discharge to air of 
contaminants from the combustion of fuel to produce mechanical energy. There is no 
permitted activity status for industrial process heat combustion to produce thermal 
energy despite the rule allowing the combustion of fossil fuels including coal as 
detailed in these standards.   

As this rule does not permit the production of thermal energy from combustion it does 
not conflict with the NES-GHGIPH. 

 

 

No amendments required. 
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23.3.10.7. The sulphur content of any coal burnt 
must be less than 2%.  

23.3.10.8 Material listed in Rule 23.6.2 (b) to (m) 
must not be burnt. 

23.3.11. Discharge of contaminants to air from 
combustion within a stationary internal combustion 
engine (i.e. internal combustion).  

23.3.11.1. The fuel must be gas, LPG, petrol, diesel, 
vegetable oils or alcohol.  

23.3.11.2. Fuel containing sulphur at levels greater 
than 10ppm (or 0.001%) by weight must not be 
burned.  

23.3.11.3. The net energy output of the device must 
not exceed 400kW, this limit applies to the total heat 
output from a site.  

23.3.11.4. If the net energy output of the device is 
between 30kW and 400kW –  

(a) the engine must not be operated for a total of 
greater than 5 hours in any 24-hour period;  

(b) if the engine is in a fixed location, the stack must 
comply with the requirements of Appendix 8 – 
Schedule 4.  

Exception: The above standards 23.3.11.3 and 
23.3.11.4 do not apply to combustion to provide 
emergency power generation provided for within the 
General Rules in Volume 2, Chapter 2. 

Stationary internal combustion engines are often used as generators to produce 
electricity in a backup capacity and as such are excluded from the NES-GHGIPH.  

The kW size thresholds in standards at 23.3.11.3 and 23.3.11.4 are unlikely to result 
in greenhouse gas emissions falling under a low emission site under the NES-
GHGIPH. 

This rule does not include the use of coal, however, gas, LPG, petrol and diesel fuel 
types are captured under the NES-GHGIPH, although there may be some uncertainty 
around alcohol.  

While unlikely, there may be activities that are captured under both the PMEP and 
NES-GHGIPH. A case-by-case assessment will need to be made to determine if the 
NES-GHGIPH would apply. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 

 

 

23.3.18 Discharge of heat and water vapour from 
cooling towers.  

22.3.18.1 No more than 5MW of heat per hour must 
be discharged.  

12.3.18.2. A discharge velocity that exceeds 4.3m/s 
through an obstacle limitation surface of an 
aerodrome, or at a height over 60m above ground 
level, must be advised to the Director of Civil Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Civil Aviation Authority 
Rule 77.13. 

The NES-GHGIPH is not concerned with the discharge of heat, but of greenhouse 
gases.  

Although water vapour could be considered a greenhouse gas, it is not considered as 
such under the NES-GHGIPH.  

No conflict with the NES-GHGIPH.  

No amendments required. 
 
 

22.5. Restricted Discretionary Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

23.6. Discretionary Activities 

 

23.5.3. Any discharge of contaminants into or onto 
land, or to air, not provided for as a Permitted Activity 
or limited as a Prohibited Activity. 

The NES-GHGIPH regulates climate change effects from the discharge to air of 
greenhouse gases as either restricted discretionary or prohibited status. As per Reg 5 
NES-GHGIPH these regulations apply in addition to other regulations, rules or 
requirements therefore the effects of the discharge to air of greenhouse gases as 
contaminants would also need to be assessed against other regulations such as the 

Advice note at the start of the chapter. 
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National Environmental Standards for Air Quality (NES-AQ) and the PMEP rules 
under which they could be a different activity status.  

Under the PMEP this could be discretionary. The NES-GHGIPH does not allow any 
other regulations or rules to be more stringent with respect to greenhouse gases. A 
case-by case determination is needed in the first instance to establish which 
regulation is more stringent, the NES-GHGIPH, or the PMEP.  

Due to the PMEP discretionary rule also relating to other effects of contaminants onto 
and into land and into air, across a variety of contaminants not just greenhouse 
gases, the rule can’t be removed. To avoid this conflict a note has been included to 
raise awareness that both the NES-GHGIPH and the PMEP rules need to be 
assessed for each case. 

Industrial activities are not prohibited for this zone. 

An advice note is recommended at the start of the chapter to highlight that the both 
the PMEP and the NES-GHGIPH must be considered for discharges of greenhouse 
gases. 

23.6 Prohibited Activities No relevant rules or standards  No amendments required. 

 

 

 

 


