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Sounds News He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if  
you need advice or information about  
Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Marlborough Response Team earns national accreditation
Marlborough volunteer emergency responders are now officially among the best in the country.
The Marlborough Response Team recently became the second response team in the country to achieve new national accreditation standards, showing it meets the requirements to 
respond not only to local emergencies but also events around the country and overseas.
Team Manager Gary Spence says the team has been working towards accreditation for 18 months.
“We must be able to demonstrate skills and expertise in a number of disciplines, from mass casualty triage, setting up and running Civil Defence centres, rescue of casualties from 
collapsed buildings and rope rescue. We must also be entirely self-sufficient if sent to another region to assist. The team trains with Fire and Emergency and St John and has been 
tasked by Police for rope-based search and rescue.”
The National Emergency Management Agency has developed a training and standards programme so all 30 teams in New Zealand have common training and operating structures.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the team deserved recognition.
“This is an acknowledgement of their hard work and dedication over a long period. Marlburians can be proud they have a dedicated, skilled and respected response team who can 
respond effectively in an emergency.”
“The common factors amongst its members is that they thrive in what can be a physically and mentally challenging environment and they have a deep commitment to serving their 
community,” Mayor Taylor said.
The team has helped in a number of emergencies, including the Kaikōura earthquake response; the Gita and Fehi storms in Nelson/Tasman; the flood response on the West Coast; the 
Pigeon Valley fires in Nelson and two storm and flood responses here in 2021 and 2022. 
Anyone interested in volunteering for the team can enquire through Marlborough District Council; Ph. 03 520 7400.

Mayor Nadine Taylor and Marlborough District Council Chief Executive Mark Wheeler congratulate the Marlborough Response Team, led by Team Manager Gary Spence (centre)

Get your fix on SH6 and show your support for Havelock, Pelorus and Rai Valley 
Imagine a brilliant sunny day learning about 
our local culture and heritage. Make a stop 
at the Havelock Museum to learn about the 
amazing history of the area. Or stop off at  
Te Hoiere/Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve  
and café, where you can venture down  
the walking tracks or cool off at a local  
swimming hole. 
Fun fact: did you know that Havelock was home to 
two of the world’s greatest scientific minds - Ernest 
Rutherford and Sir William Pickering?
No matter who’s tagging along with you, there’s plenty 
to keep you busy, and while you’re there, spend a night 
or two.
For more information visit: www.marlboroughnz.com/sh6 Havelock Marina Te Hoiere/Pelorus River
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