
www.marlborough.govt.nz
Phone: 03 520 7400
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz

Street Address: 
15 Seymour Street
Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

Visitors welcome to Kenepuru but 
please take a water taxi
The damage sustained to Sounds 
roads by the August 2022 storm 
was substantial, with over twice the 
damage of the storm of July 2021. 
More than 670km of Marlborough 
roads received damage, with over 
4,000 faults.
Mayor Nadine Taylor said the 
Marlborough Roads team had 
worked hard to restore access to 
communities in the Sounds and 
return roads to public access. 
“Over 600km of roads have been 
returned to public access.” 
“But anyone visiting the Sounds 
should be aware that some roads 

remain closed, with resident access 
only and other restrictions.”
“Kenepuru Road and its side roads, 
including Moetapu Bay Road, 
are restricted to residents and 
emergency services only. They are 
not suitable for visitors.”
“We love to see visitors coming to 
Marlborough over summer but if 
you want to enjoy the Kenepuru 
area, the Council offers a water taxi 
subsidy - and I strongly encourage 
you to take advantage of that and 
stay off the roads. Water taxi services 
can be booked through the Picton, 
Blenheim and Havelock i-SITES.” 

Other road restrictions over the summer holiday period:

Resident and emergency access 
only:
•	 Kenepuru Road and its side 

roads: no campervans, vans or 
buses. 4WD only. No vehicles 
over eight metres in length. Light 
vehicles only, nothing over 3.5 
tonnes

•	 Moetapu Bay Road: no 
campervans, vans or buses. 4WD 
only. Light vehicles only, nothing 
over 3.5 tonnes or eight metres 
in length

Resident and visitor access:
•	 Queen Charlotte Drive: no buses/

coaches over 12.6 metres in 
length

•	 Anakiwa Road: no buses/coaches 

French Pass and Tennyson 
Inlet are accessible but drivers 
should be aware that the road 
is narrower than usual in some 
sections. Throughout the Sounds 
there	are	single	lane	only,	traffic	
lights, priority giveways and 
temporary speed restrictions. 
Please drive to the conditions. 
To check the status of any local 
road visit the Marlborough CDEM 
Official	Public	Information	Map.	
Residents are advised that 
roading repair works in the 
Marlborough Sounds and Awatere 
Valley will stop from Thursday 
22 December 2022 to Sunday 15 
January 2023. 
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Sounds Future Access Study

Proposed East Coast beach vehicle bylaw to 
be decided in 2023

Council is focused on creating as much 
certainty as possible for everyone who lives, 
works and visits the Marlborough Sounds. 
The Sounds Future Access Study will look 
to provide long-term access solutions for 
residents, homeowners and businesses in 
the storm affected areas of the Sounds. 
Consultation is expected to start in late 
January, with community meetings. The 
study is looking at four areas: French Pass, 
Pelorus, Kenepuru and Port Underwood, 

recognising their distinct access issues. 
Consulting, engineering and construction 
company Stantec has been appointed to 
carry out the study. The study’s terms of 
reference will be made available for public 
comment before Christmas.
From late January, Sounds’ communities 
will be asked for their input, to help Council 
and Waka Kotahi decide the type of safe, 
resilient and affordable access for the 
future. 

The Council will decide early next year 
whether to proceed with an East Coast 
beach vehicle bylaw. All current rules remain 
in place for this summer season.
Council consulted on a draft bylaw, which 
includes provisions prohibiting beach 
vehicle access in some areas. The purpose 
of the bylaw is to improve public safety and 
enable habitat restoration, protecting the 
area’s many threatened and at-risk species. 
Council urges member of the public visiting 
the East Coast over Christmas to be mindful 
of	its	special	significance.		
Councillors will be briefed on the proposal, 
the process to date and the hearing panel 

recommendations. The public consultation 
undertaken in 2021 resulted in 193 
submissions, including 50 submitters who 
spoke to the hearings panel.
An agenda item on the proposed bylaw 
will go to the full Council in early 2023, 
with the panel’s recommendations report 
released at that time. This additional time 
will allow for new councillors to be briefed 
and for discussions to conclude with iwi. 
The Council reconvenes in early February 
2023. 
For further information visit www.
marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/bylaws/
proposed-east-coast-beach-vehicle-bylaw

Where’s the best place for a dip this summer? 
Heading to a beach or river for a swim 
this summer?  It’s easy to check the water 
quality of your favourite spot before you 
head out because the Council’s recreational 
bathing monitoring programme includes 
weekly samples collected from 21 sites 
across Marlborough. 
In summer the risk of catching a bug 
from swimming in clear, clean water is 
usually low. However, after heavy rain, 
contamination can occur through runoff 
into waterways. Swimming in discoloured 
water increases your chance of catching an 
infection. As a rule of thumb, don’t swim 
if the water looks dirty or murky, smells or 
has scum on its surface. 
You can check the latest results for 
Marlborough’s favourite swimming spots 
on the Land and Water Aotearoa website: 
www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/swimming/ 
Testing continues until March.
There’s also information at: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/ swimming-
and-boating/swimming-locationsKenepuru Road at Portage Heights


